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How much do you know and understand about what happens 
to you when you die? The last question my mom ever asked me 
was “When I die, what will be the first thing I will see?” I am glad 
I knew the answer. 

Jesus said about the beggar Lazarus, “Now the poor man died 
and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom” (Luke 
16:22). My answer to my mom was, “When you die, the first thing 
you will see will be the angels coming to take you to Paradise.” 

How often do you think about Heaven? How much do you 
know about the resurrection and Hell, Heaven’s only alternative?  

Many people have questions about these things. They think the 
Hereafter is a dark, mysterious subject. Quite the contrary. Jesus 
and the New Testament writers answer most, if not all, of these 
questions. Jesus had great discourses about Judgment day. Just read 
Matthew chapters 24 and 25. In the last book of the Bible, The 

Revelation of 
Jesus Christ, we 
are given a tremendous amount 
of information about Judgment day and the Eternal 
City of Heaven. We are told who will be there and what it will be 
like. 

The answers keep coming. What kind of body will we have (1 
Corinthians 15)? What will the end of the world be like (2 Peter 
3)? Will we remember our life back on earth? Jesus tells us this 
answer in Luke 16:25-28.

The Lord encouraged us when he said, "Lay up for yourselves 
treasure in Heaven...For where your treasure is, there will your 
heart be also" (Matthew 6:20-21). The more we think about, and 
know about, our eternal home, the more we will want to go there!

 Read on and dream with me about Heaven. MM -dd  
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 (Al would live to be eighty years old, as he writes about in this prophetic 
article written in 2002. What an inspiring message about his desire to go 
to Heaven! - This article was first printed in Volume 24, No. 3, June/July 
2002, MM  - dd) 

      Holy Scripture speaks specifically about the length of life. Re-
member? “Three score and ten” (70) …if by reason of strength, four 
score (80) …” (Psalm 90).  Life’s length? Perhaps seventy years. No 
guarantee. Maybe eighty years, or a little longer in some cases. But 
they (“the days of our years”) are “soon cut off ” and we “fly away.”   
Life on earth is soon past. Here today, gone tomorrow.
    It makes me think:  Here I am. Childhood’s 
long gone. Middle age passed so quickly. The Bible 
mentions seventy.  How much longer? How many 
more years? Only God knows. What will take me 
away: heart, cancer, accident, murder (terrorists)? 
Not much time left. “It is appointed unto man once 
to die….”
       Then what? Going Home to Heaven? Yes, 
hopefully, by the grace of God. I truly want to go to Heaven, more 
than anything else. I want to live forever in bliss and happiness--no 
tears, no pain, no death--to be with God, Jesus, and the redeemed of 
all ages, including saved loved ones, to dwell in a mansion on high 
and walk that street of gold. May God help me to obey the Scripture 
which admonishes, “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad. For great is your 
reward in Heaven,” as Jesus said in Matthew 5:12. I believe Him.    
Do you? Heaven: my hope, my goal.
      I know I surely don’t want to miss Heaven, under no circumstanc-
es. I don’t want to take a chance. My soul is too precious.  Heaven is 
too wonderful. Hell is too terrible. But how can I know? How can I 
be sure?
      The answer is Christ. Of that we can be certain. Jesus is the Savior. 
Of that we can be sure. The way to Heaven is by/through Jesus Christ. 
He is the only way. Our Lord plainly said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life. No one cometh unto the Father but by me” ( John 14:6).  
No other way to the Father. No other way to Heaven, except through 
Jesus Christ. Mohammad and/or Buddha are of no value. Islam, Bud-
dhism and Judaism: not the way to Heaven. The truth is: No Jesus, no 
Heaven! Jesus is my hope, my only hope. He is my Savior. The way to 
Heaven is the way of Christ as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. How 
blessed we are [to have] the Holy Scriptures! (See John 5:39; Acts 
17:11)

      Jesus of Nazareth proved who He was: “A teacher sent from God,” 
Nicodemus concluded. Why?  “…for no man can do these miracles 
that thou doest, except God be with Him” ( John 3:2). The beloved 
apostle wrote about the miracles (signs) Jesus did “which are written 
in this book [The book of John]," and declared, “These are written 
that ye may believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through His name” ( John 20:30-31).
      I believe in Him. The One who made the blind to see, the lame to 
walk, the deaf to hear, and the dead to live. Jesus is the Son of God.  
No doubt. Do you believe in Him? The one who lived a sinless life yet 
was willing to die for the sins of all others—for you and for me!  He 
promises salvation. No one else can. “He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved; he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark 16:16), 
so said Jesus. Do you believe?
      Sin is the problem. It stands between us and Heaven. Forgiveness 
is necessary. Even murderers can be forgiven. Think about those who 
murdered Jesus. They heard welcomed words on Pentecost, “Repent ye 
and be baptized, every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
remission of sins…” (Acts 2:38). “For the remission of sins”—even for 
the sin of murder.
      Sin separates us from God. The remedy is “Repent or perish,” said 
Jesus as recorded twice in Luke 13:3 and 5. God commands all men 
everywhere to repent (Acts 17:30). Repentance requires change. First 
the mind, then the life. Have you repented? Do you live daily with a 
penitent attitude?
      “Accepting Christ” requires an obedient faith. If one truly believes, 
he will obey. Baptism is an act of obedience. Being baptized gives 
evidence of faith. Faith saves. But true, living faith also acts. Have you 
been baptized? Saul of Tarsus (the “chief of sinners”) was commanded, 
“Arise, be baptized and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the 
Lord” (Acts 22:16). Not only was Saul commanded to be baptized, so 
are you. Remember: “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.” 
(Mark 16:16). Essential? Yes, baptism is. “The like figure whereun-
to baptism doth also now save us…” (I Peter 3:21).  Have you been 
baptized “in His name” and by His authority?
      I want to go to Heaven. I want you to go to Heaven. Jesus is the 
Son of God. He is the Savior of the world. He is man’s only hope for 
eternity.  Trust Him. Obey Him. There is no other way. Live for Him. 
Die in Him. Be with Him forever!
      Heaven: what a blessed hope! Won’t be long for me! Seven more 
years, thirteen …maybe a few more? “Soon cut off.” “Fly away” into 
eternity. Finally, at last, gone Home to be with the Lord. MM

GOING HOME, SOON! 
HEAVEN

“Just a Few More Years…Maybe”
Al Franks (1939-2019)

Al Franks



RESPONSE: 
(This question, in 
essence if not in 
those exact words, 
was received by email.
      Somehow, I lost it; so, I have no initials for attribution.
Almost all of "Evangelical Christendom" teaches the "sin-
ners' prayer" as the means to be saved. "Just say a prayer like 

this and really mean it, 'Lord Jesus, I 
know that I am a sinner and cannot 
save myself. I believe You are the Son 
of God and You died for my sins. I 
accept Your sacrifice as ransom for my 
sins. Come, now, live in my heart and 
be the Lord of my life. "'
      The implication of the questioner 
is correct. That is not the answer given 
in the Bible to "What must I do to be 
saved?" Indeed, there is nothing like 
that prayer anywhere in the Bible, and 
certainly not after Jesus' death, resur-
rection, and great commission. Not, 

"say the sinners’ prayer," but "believe, repent and be bap-
tized.” In giving the "great commission," Jesus said, "Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not 
believe will be condemned" (Mark 16:16). 
      In the first sermon preached after Jesus gave that 
commission, Peter used Old Testament prophecy and the 
fact that the apostles were witnesses of his resurrection to 
prove that the Jesus they crucified was actually the God-sent 
Messiah, the Anointed King of their long-awaited Kingdom 
of God. Thousands believed and said, "Brothers, what shall 
we do?" Peter's answer was, "Just say the sinners' prayer." 
That, as I expect you know, was not at all what he said. He 

said, "Repent and 
be baptized, every 
one of you, in the 
name of Jesus 
Christ, for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit" (Acts 2:38).
      When Paul and Silas were jailed, in chains and stocks, 
they were singing and praising God at midnight and God 
used an earthquake to set all the prisoners free. The jailor 
came in and said to Paul and Silas, "Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?" They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you 
will be saved—you and your household" (Acts 16:30-31). At 
that point, the jailor did not know who Jesus was, what or 
how to believe about Him, or probably even what he needed 
to be saved from. So Paul and Silas "spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all the others in his house." The jailor 
then took them and washed their wounds, indicating repen-
tance for having beaten them, and immediately (remember, 
it was just past midnight) he and all his household were bap-
tized. At that point, Scripture says, "he had come to believe 
in God—he and his whole household" (Acts 16: 32-34).
Scripture says, 
      "So, in Christ Jesus you are all children of God by faith, 
for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ" (Galatians 3:26-27). 
      "Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? We were 
therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life" (Romans 
6:3-4). 
So it is at baptism, at being buried, immersed, that we are 
put "into Christ," and that is the transition from the old 
man of sin into the new life in Christ.
      Salvation is a gift, freely given by God through the death 
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  QUESTION:
    Where did the "sinners' prayer" come from? 

Where does the Bible teach that you pray in order to be saved?

MM Readers’ ASK: Cecil May RESPONDS
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of His Son, but gifts have to be received. The gift of salvation 
is received “through faith,” “not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).
      Baptism is not a "work done by us in righteousness;" 
it is "the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit" (Titus 3:4-5; compare "born of water and the Spirit" 
in John 3:5, and "be baptized and you will receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit" in Acts 2:38).
      "Not a result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephe-
sians 2:9) is addressed to the many who say something 
like, "Well, I know I'm not perfect, but I don't 
steal or cuss or cheat on my wife. On bal-
ance, I'm a pretty good guy, and God is 
surely not going to send any good folks 
to Hell."
      The fallacy in that kind of think-
ing is that "all have sinned" (Romans 
3 :23) and "the wages of sin is death" 
(Romans 6:23). We have earned 
condemnation and death by our sins. 
Any good we can do we are obligated to 
do. Scripture says, "So whoever knows the 
right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it 
is sin" ( James 4:17). So, when we do good works, 
we only keep from sinning by omission. There is no 
merit or "brownie points" to counteract past sins. Jesus told 
a parable about a man and his slave. The slave does his duty 
as commanded, but receives no extra thanks of praise. Jesus 
applies the parable to us: "So you also, when you do all you 
were commanded, say, 'We are unworthy (KJV says unprof-
itable) servants; we have only done what was our duty.'" Bot-
tom line: we have created a debt by our sin that is impossible 
for us to repay. Only Jesus Christ can pay. 
      "Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness 
of sins" (Hebrews 9:22). The  shedding of my blood would 
not even pay for my sins. God sent His unique son to take 
on flesh. He was son of man through Mary, but also Son of 
God. He "emptied Himself ” (KJV), giving up some of the 
attributes of Deity so as to be able to die for us. He lived a 
sinless life and, therefore, had no sins of His own to pay for. 
As Deity, He was worthy to pay for the sins of us all. We 
cannot pay for our sins with good works and, the good news 
is, we do not have to pay for them ourselves at all. "Jesus 
paid it all" and we must trust Him and His sacrifice.

Saved by grace through faith 
      “Saved by grace!” Eternal life is "a free gift of God" (Ro-
mans 6:23). Even a gift, though free, has to be received to be 
of use, and being "saved by grace" is received "through faith" 
(Ephesians 2:8). The next question is, "through what kind 
of faith?” The same Evangelicals who call for "the sinners' 

prayer," say salvation is by "faith alone," which is a definition 
of a particular kind of faith, a faith that is not validated by 
obedience. The Bible says a person is "not justified by faith 
alone" ( James 2:24). “Faith alone” is faith like the demons 
have: "You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 
demons believe—and shudder" ( James 2;19)!
      "But someone will say, 'You have faith and I have works.' 
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show 
you my faith by my works" ( James 2:18). Two men stand on 

the courthouse steps. Another man comes up and asks, 
“How do I get from here to the post office? One 

of the two men points right; one points left. 
The inquirer pauses briefly and then takes 

off briskly. Observing from across the 
street, how could we know which one 
of the two men the inquirer has faith 
in? Obviously, by which way he goes!
      The LORD said to Abram, “Go 
from your country and your kindred 

and your father's house to the land that 
I will show you. And I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you and make 
your name great so that you will be a blessing. 

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dis-
honors you I will curse, and through you all the families 

of the earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the Lord 
had told him (Genesis 12:1-4).
      Abram had faith, but not faith only. God said, "Go," and 
“Abram went.” Suppose Abram had not gone? Would those 
enumerated blessings still be given him? Here is a more 
pertinent question: if Abram had not gone, would he have 
had faith? Would he still have been held up as an example of 
faith?
      Similarly, "works," not works of merit, but works of 
faith, works which, James said, demonstrate faith, are called 
for throughout the Bible: Elisha the prophet to Naaman 
the leper, "Dip in the river Jordan seven times and you 
will be healed” (2 Kings 5:1-12); God to Joshua and to the 
children of Israel, march around the walls of the city and the 
walls of the city will fall down flat ( Joshua 6:1-5); Jesus to 
the man born blind, "go wash in the pool of Siloam . . . So 
he went and washed and came back seeing" ( John 9:6-7); 
Jesus to whomever will, "Believe and be baptized and you 
will be saved" (Mark 16:16).
      We are saved by grace through faith, not by a dead faith 
but by a living faith. "For as the body apart from the spirit is 
dead, so also faith apart from works is dead" 
( James 2:26). So, the answer to "What must I do to be 
saved?” is not, "Pray this prayer” (there is no Scripture). 
The answer is, "Believe in Jesus, repent and be baptized" 
(Acts 2:36-38). MM

 "But someone 
will say, 'You have faith 
and I have works.' Show 
me your faith apart from 

your works, and I will 
show you my faith

 by my works" 
( James 2:18.)



by Bill Brandstatter, minister 
Marion, Illinois
      Because of the Coronavirus in 2020, 
my granddaughter ended up spending 
a few days with my wife and me. My 
granddaughter and I discussed the sub-
ject of Heaven. She had an interesting 
take on what she thought Heaven would 
be like. She thought there were going 
to be dogs there. I explained to her the 
difference between dogs and humans, 
and dogs don’t have souls like humans. 
She then said there might be pretty gum 
drops there. I told her to think of the 
most beautiful thing she could think of 
and Heaven would be even more beau-
tiful than that. She had some interesting 
ideas. She asked about celebrating birth-
days in Heaven. She wanted to know if 
it would be daytime. From the mouths 
of youngsters come all sorts of interest-
ing ideas and thoughts.
      The Bible depicts Heaven in words 
for man to read. Yet even the words on 
the sacred pages only begin to tell us 
about the beauty of the Home of the 
soul. My favorite description is in Rev-
elation chapter 21. In verse 4 we read, 
“And God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes, there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.” We all want to go to a 
place of “no more.” How beautiful Heaven will be!
      The Bible depicts Heaven as occupied by “church” people. In 
Heb. 12:22-23, the writer notes, “But you have come to Mount 
Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the firstborn who are registered in Heaven, to God 

the Judge of all to the spirits of just 
men made perfect”(NKJV). In Rev. 
21:2, John writes, “Then, I John, saw 
the Holy City, New Jerusalem, com-
ing down out of Heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.” If anyone would think of the 
church as not important, these verses 
should be considered. Because of the 
church, how beautiful Heaven must be!
      The Bible depicts Heaven as a real 
place. The writer of Hebrews describes 
Heaven in very real terms. In Heb. 
11:10, we read of Abraham waiting for 
a “city which has foundations whose 
builder and maker is God.” In Heb. 
11:16, it is described as a “heavenly 
country.” In Heb. 11:14, it is referred to 
as a “homeland.” How beautiful Heaven 
must be!
      The Bible depicts Heaven as a 
place for prepared people. Jesus told 
His apostles, “In My Father’s house are 

many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am there 
you may be also”( Jn.14:1-2). Heaven is a prepared place for a 
prepared people. How beautiful Heaven must be!
      The Bible depicts Heaven and its occupants. Our Father is 
in Heaven (Mt. 5:16). Jesus is in Heaven (Acts 1:11). The Holy 
Spirit is there (1 Pet. 1:12). Angels are there (Mt. 18:10). God’s 
children will be there (Phil. 3:20). How beautiful Heaven must 
be!
      What is your view of Heaven? Think of something beautiful 
and then know that Heaven is even more beautiful. Let us set our 
minds on Heaven (Col. 3:1-2). The occupants of Heaven make it 
beautiful. The place makes it beautiful. The preparation makes it 
beautiful. The church makes it beautiful. Are you prepared? How 
beautiful Heaven must be! MM

Bill Brandstatter

WHAT'S IT GOING TO BE LIKE?
HEAVEN

?
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The preparation makes it beautiful. The church makes it beautiful. Are you prepared?

OUR EXAMPLE

In Death, Burial and Resurrection



by Dennis Doughty
      Remember those WWJD bracelets? “What Would Jesus Do?” 
was a great motto to use in our lives. Peter taught us that “Christ 
also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in 
His steps” (1 Peter 2:21). 
      Consider this: in leaving us an example on how to live, He also 
set the example for us about death and the hereafter. What will 
happen to us when we die?  Let us look to Jesus’ own experience. 
Jesus died. On the cross His heart stopped beating and He died 
along with two thieves. By His “suffering” He “bore our sins in 
His body on the cross” (1 Peter 2:23-24). Even the Son of God 
died a physical death, as you and I will do. 
      Now here is where it gets interesting.  His body was put in a 
tomb for three days. Where was His soul, or spirit, during that 
time? Jesus Himself taught that upon death our souls go to a place 
called Hades. In the example Jesus gave us, upon death the souls 
of Lazarus and the rich man were taken away into Hades, where 
there were two areas separated by a 
“great fixed gulf.” One was a place 
of comfort, the other a place of 
torment (Luke 16: 19-23). 
Jesus said the angels carried Lazarus 
away to “Abraham’s Bosom.” This 
was then the resting place of those 
of the Old Testament as well, where 
it is called in Hebrew, “Sheol.” Even 
the wicked souls who died during 
the flood of Noah’s day were said 
to be “now in prison” (1 Peter 3:19-
20), and the unrepentant people of 
Capernaum, Jesus said they would “descend to Hades” (Matthew 
11:23).  
       While hanging on the cross, Jesus promised the thief cruci-
fied with Him and who defended Him, “today you shall be with 
Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).  Peter on the day of Pentecost, in 
proclaiming Jesus’ resurrection, quoted the Psalmist David, “You 
will not abandon My soul to Hades” (Acts 2:27). 
      Putting this all together, when Jesus died His soul went to 
Hades, in a place of comfort He called Paradise. When we die, we 
will follow Jesus’ own example and go to this realm of the dead, 

hopefully to the area of great comfort, where we will meet up with 
our loved ones and all the great people of the past. 
      On the third day Jesus’ spirit was not abandoned in Hades, 
but returned to His body and He walked out of that tomb on that 
glorious resurrection Sunday. Again, setting the example for our 
own resurrection. But note, He was resurrected from Hades, not 
the tomb.  
      If you read all the texts about Jesus after His resurrection, you 
cannot help but notice that He was different. He refuses Martha’s 
embrace, “Stop clinging to me,” He says, “for I have not yet as-
cended to the Father” ( John 20:17).  The men from Emmaus were 
well familiar with Him, yet do not recognize Him when He walks 
with them (Luke 24:16-21).  He does not travel with the apostles 
as before, yet magically appears and disappears ( John 20:19; Luke 
24:31).  Around the fire, eating fish with them in Galilee, they are 
confused by His appearance, thinking to themselves, “ 'Who are 
you?'--knowing it was the Lord" ( John 21:12).
      Jesus’ appearance enforces what Paul would later reveal about 
our own resurrected body, “It is sown a perishable body, it is raised 
an imperishable body, it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory, it 
is sown in weakness, it is raised in power, it is sown a natural body, 
it is raised a spiritual body” (1 Corinthians 15:42-44). 
      When Jesus’ friend Lazarus was raised from the dead, his body 
was not changed, and he resumed a normal life. There would be 
a second funeral in his future. Not so with the risen Lord. In this 
way He was the “first fruits” of an eternal resurrection (1 Corin-
thians 15:20). 
      With His resurrection, He was not yet finished setting the ex-
ample for us. With the apostles on Mount Olivet, “He was lifted 
up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of 
their sight” (Acts 1:9). 
      So shall it be on Judgment Day for us, “the dead in Christ 
will rise first, then we who are alive and remain will be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we shall always be with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 
Christ will then ascend back into Heaven and around God’s 
throne and we will all follow Him there. 
      Let us strive to follow the Lord’s example in life and look to 
His example in understanding our own death and resurrection. 
MM -dd

OUR EXAMPLE

In Death, Burial and Resurrection

Jesus
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by Ken Joines
      God created us as gregarious crea-
tures—we love to be with other people. 
If I won an all-expense trip to any place 
on earth, but found out it was for just me, 
I would not be interested. Flying, eating, 
and sleeping alone? Driving my rental car 
alone? I’ve been there, done that. Thanks, 
but no thanks. When I travel, I really love 
to have my wife, Sue, along to share the 
joy. Fact is, as important as where you go is 
who’ll be with you. So when we talk about 
Heaven, it’s only natural to ask not just 
what it will be like, but who will be there.
      Assuming you have surrendered to 
Jesus, having been baptized into His death 
and letting Him reign in your life, I know 
you’re thankful to have had your name 
written in “the Lamb’s Book of Life,” a 
sort of registry up there. That’s what God 
has promised.  
      Imagine, if you will, setting a big table 
in Heaven for all those who have been pre-
cious to you while on earth. Who would 
you invite?  Now, mind you, as I write this, 
I’m including only those who’ve already 
gone on—it won’t include any of those still 
living, such as the obvious: wife, children, 
siblings, close friends still alive. And even 
at this, I’ll have to leave out at least 98% of 
them. You’re going to surely say, “Hmmph!  
I can’t believe he left this one out….”; I 
just ask you to try to understand space 
limitations in this article. But one thing 
I’d like to accomplish here is to get you to 
thinking about special people in your life.  
      Okay, here’s my huge table where I’ll 
start seating some really special people.  
First, there’ll be Guy and Truly Joines, and 
Roy and Minnie McElwain, my parents 

and maternal grandparents, who played 
such a huge role in making me who I am. 
Then here’s my brother, Vergil. My parents 
and grandparents encouraged me to be a 
preacher, but it was Verg who modeled it 
for me to see.
      Then, when I was not quite eighteen, 
I was blessed to take Janrose Forgy as 
my wife for the next 58 years. She was so 
faithful and devoted and had a fierce love 
for family. And her parents?  Let’s just say 
I could not have hoped for more thor-
oughly Christian in-laws than Hayes and 
Pauline Forgy.  
      And here are two chairs for Jake and 
Reba Palmer. When as a young preacher 

and family, we 
moved to Kansas, 
these two angels 
wrapped their arms 
and hearts around 
us as their “chil-
dren.”  
      Then here’s a 
special-looking 
chair. Yes, it’s for 
Robin Enochs. 

Back on earth in 1990, he asked for the 
hand of Jennifer and proved to be the best, 
sweetest, most thoughtful and devoted 
husband one can imagine.  Day after day 
during their 30 years of marriage we saw 
his tender love for her. Our hearts were 
crushed when his life was cut short by 
COVID at age 62.  
      Oh! Here’s a seat for apostle Paul. I 
want to hear about his interesting life. And 
here’s another for apostle Peter. It’ll be so 
good to hear how he felt when his Lord 
Jesus “reinstated” him following the three 

denials.  Then here’s Elijah. I want to hear 
him tell what it was like to deal with the 
450 prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel. And 
what it was like to not die, but to be just 
taken up in that fiery chariot. So where 
can I stop?  Just imagine all the interesting 
people throughout scripture that I want 
to talk to!  This table may wind up being 
four miles long if I include all those special 
souls. But Jesus did say in Matthew 8:11, 
“we will sit down with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.”  For a meal? Perhaps.
      Here are two more chairs. When we 
began our work in Memphis, our lives be-
came one with a special family. Smith and 
Alene Howell took us in and literally let 
us be part of every single family function 
they had. This man was, hands down, the 
best elder I ever knew. He and I conducted 
funerals and weddings together, repeatedly 
hunted Colorado and Wyoming together, 
and shared the same tent together up there 
in the Rockies on every trip. Forty-five 
years later, his children are still like blood 
kin to us.
      Here’s a chair at the very head of the 
table. I’ve saved this one for Jesus. True, 
I’ve deeply missed family members and 
long to see them, but this pales in com-
parison to seeing Jesus face-to-face.  He’s 
what will make Heaven my real forever 
home.  Can you imagine hearing the same 
voice that called this entire  universe into 
existence, the one that said, “Lazarus come 
forth!” and seeing the hands that touched 
the blind and caused them to see? It is just 
too much to imagine.
      Well, when everyone is seated, I still 
have one empty chair over here. It is saved 
for YOU. I want to see you there in that 

WHO WILL BE THERE

Ken Joines

HEAVEN
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seat. Everyone up here who ever knew you 
wants you to be in that seat. You can make 
provisions for that to happen. Jesus died to 
make that possible. If you understand what 
you need to do to obey the gospel, then waste 
no time, do that today. If you want to go to 
Heaven, but don’t know or understand what 
you need to do, then call some person you 
trust, who truly knows the Bible, to show you 
the way.
      My Sue and I both long ago made 
arrangements to be there. Our hope is not in 
our goodness, but in the blood of Jesus. She 
and I have a tradition that’s based on Revela-
tion chapter 21 which tells us there are twelve 
gates up there—three on each side. Whichev-
er of us gets there first will watch for the oth-
er at the middle gate on the east side. So right 
here in Mississippi, before we kiss good night, 
or when one of us leaves the house to pick up 
groceries—anything—one of us says, “East 
side” and the other responds with, “Middle 
gate.” Those are our parting words because an 
auto accident, a heart attack, or a stroke tells 
us we never know when our last contact will 
be with with each other.  
      Now, it is only human for us to think, 
“How can I possibly be happy in Heaven if 
my loved one (spouse, parent, child, sibling, 

etc.) is not there?” This probably troubles 
all of us to some extent. The only thing that 
gives me peace and comfort is the promise 
from God that says in Heaven there will be 
no tears, no sadness, no death, no parting. I 
simply must trust His promise on this.
      I really do hope to see you there. MM

Kenneth R. Joines • 1935-2021
      Four days after sending us this article on Heaven, Ken Joines died at his 
home on April 2, 2021 in Southaven, Mississippi. He was 85 years old. He is 
now sitting around that very table he wrote about in his article.
      He grew up on his parent’s farm outside of Greenville, Kentucky, and wor-
shiped at the small Horton Chapel church of Christ. As a boy he began leading 
singing, and by his teenage years he was called upon often to lead singing 
during gospel meetings in the area. At fifteen years old he preached his first 
sermon.   
      Ken became one of the great gospel preachers of his day. He preached for 
the Goodman Oaks congregation, the largest church in Mississippi, for over 24 
years, then continued to preach meetings from Alaska to Florida. In addition 
to his local work, for over 40 years he averaged four gospel meetings a year.
      He is well known to the readers of The Magnolia Messenger, having shared 
his wisdom with us for many years through his wonderful articles. When I 
became editor, Ken was one of the first persons to call me. He was a constant 
encourager to me in my preaching and as editor of this publication.
      All of us who knew him will miss his powerful sermons, his friendship, his 
humor, and his love of people. Our sympathies to his wife, Sue, his four chil-
dren, and many grandchildren.  
      Enjoy your well-deserved rest and reward my friend. MM -dd

Dr. C. Bruce White • 1939-2021
      Dr. C. Bruce White, past Pulpit Minister of the Madison 
church of Christ, passes away. Dr. White served the Mad-
ison church of Christ as Pulpit Minister from 2001-2004 
and was an Associate Minister with the church from 1979-
1984, when Dr. Ira North was the Pulpit Minister.
      Dr. White was born in Pulaski, Tennessee, and reared in 
Birmingham, Alabama, and was preceded in death by wife, 
Judy White, and daughter, Terri Parrish. 
      He is survived by his son, Michael White; brother, Dwayne White; grand-
children, Hunter White, Bailey White, and Landon Parrish; great-grandchildren, 
Magnolia and Mabel Parrish. 
      Dr. White also taught Bible and Psychology at David Lipscomb University 
from 1979-1985. He taught Counseling for Ministers at Southern Christian 
University in Montgomery, Alabama, from 1991-1993. He was a minister for the 
churches of Christ for 54 years, and taught Bible classes at Madison church of 
Christ into his 80s.
      Dr. White preached for churches in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Okla-
homa, and Arkansas on a full-time basis. He preached in meetings in 22 states 
and 3 foreign countries. He spoke on almost every church of Christ related 
college campus and on 18 state-supported university campuses.
      He received his education at Auburn University, David Lipscomb University, 
Harding Graduate School of Religion, University of Oklahoma, and World-Wide 
Bible Institute. All totaled, he had a BA, MA, MRE, MTh, DD, and D.Min. He 
authored two books, numerous tracts, and articles for journals, papers, and pe-
riodicals. He had a part in three different TV programs and five radio programs. 
       While he had many interests and varied activities, he had the heart of a 
preacher and always wanted to be known as a preacher. He used to say, “I am 
not a counselor who preaches some, I am a preacher who counsels some. I 
always want to be known as a preacher”. MM

But I saw no temple in it, for the 
Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are its temple. The city had no need 
of the sun or of the moon to shine in 
it,  for the glory of God illuminated 

it.  The Lamb is its light.
Revelation 21: 22-23

Dr. C. Bruce White



by Roger Johnson
Tuscumbia, Alabama
      Earth is a wonderful place in which 
to live. It was created by God especially 
for the benefit and comfort of man. It 
is a place of great beauty and immense 
resources.  However, we have many serious 
problems; not because God failed in any 
way, but man has made a mess of what 
God has provided. The tension between 
some nations is at the brink of war and, in 
some cases, there is open conflict. Hun-
dreds of thousands of people are being 
summarily exterminated by their cruel and 
autocratic rulers. Serious social upheaval 
is taking place in 
America today. A 
homosexual “al-
ternative lifestyle” 
is being openly 
approved and even 
legalized in some 
states. The Roe vs. 
Wade Supreme 
Court decision of 
1973 has greatly 
impacted many 
people’s view of the sanctity of human life.  
Profanity, vulgarity, and immorality are ap-
provingly portrayed on television and the 
printed page. The institution of marriage 
and the home is severely challenged by 
a lack of commitment and the obtaining 
of easy divorce. Terrorism, murder, and 
trafficking in human slavery seem to be ev-
er-growing problems. The situation doesn’t 
seem to be improving either, in spite of 
the advances in technology, science, and 
human knowledge.
  Is the human race doomed forever to this 
endless cycle of despair and hopelessness? 
Are we locked in a never-ending situation 

from which there is no escape? Heaven’s 
resounding response is “NO!” The Chris-
tian life offers joy, happiness, and eternal 
hope to those who surrender their lives to 
the Lord.
      Near the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, 
His disciples appeared to have become 
discouraged because the Lord’s popularity 
was waning. There was ever-growing ani-
mosity toward Him that would eventually 
end with His crucifixion. The apostles 
were confused and uncertain because their 
perception of the mission of the Messiah 
was that of a victor and not a victim. What 
message would give them a positive hope 
in the shadow of the cross? It was the 
promise that Christ would leave them for 
a while and prepare a place for them and 
that He would return to take them where 
He was ( Jn. 14:1-3).
      In like manner, when Christians were 
being severely persecuted in the first cen-
tury it was the hope of Heaven that was 
used to encourage their faithfulness in the 
face of adversity (Rev. 21-22).  That same 
appeal encourages Christians in every 
century. The hope of Heaven is also used 
to admonish the lost to prepare for a better 
place than what is offered by the world. 
Through obedience to the gospel of Christ, 
man can be freed from the bondage of sin 
while living on earth and be rescued from 
its eternal bondage in Hell. He can enjoy 
the bliss and beauty of Heaven forever.
      A consideration of Heaven prompts 
several questions. One is, where is it? 
Heaven is not a renovated earth. The pa-
triarchs looked for a home not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens (Heb. 11:10, 
16). When Jesus ascended into heaven and 
sat down at His Father’s right hand (Acts 
1:9-11), He did not merely relocate to 

another place on earth. While we do not 
know the location of Heaven, we do know 
that it is the abode of God.
      Another question that piques our 
interest is, how is Heaven described? How 
can the indescribable be described in terms 
that we can comprehend? How can the 
beauty and bliss of Heaven be communi-
cated in such a way that it doesn’t appear 
to be just a fairy tale? The Bible does 
exactly that. One description used is that 
of a “holy city” (Rev. 21:2, 10, 27; 22:19), a 
city whose builder and maker is God (Heb. 
11:16). It rests upon twelve foundation 
stones of magnificent jewelry surrounded 
by a wall of jasper (Rev. 21:14, 18-20). Its 
gates are never closed in the daytime, and 
there shall be no night there (Rev. 21:25). 
The street is described as being made 
of highly refined gold that is as clear as 
transparent glass (Rev. 21:21). The most 
precious and beautiful stones known to 
man are used to provide some idea of its 
grandeur. The crown jewels of England 
pale as worthless trinkets by comparison.
      What will Heaven be like? All the 
trials and tribulations of this earth will be 
over and, at long last, sweet deliverance 
from the presence of sin is experienced. 
The redeemed will have eternal rest from 
their constant struggle against temptation 
in this life (Heb. 4:9; Rev. 14:13). They will 
have an abiding possession (Heb. 10:34) 
“which is imperishable and undefiled and 
will not fade away” (1 Pt. 1:4).  No disease 
will enter to ravage and destroy it. Time 
will no more deeply furrow the brow. Sick-
ness and old age will no longer bend the 
back or diminish the mind. Heaven’s “walls 
and gates” will never crumble. Its infra-
structure will never deteriorate. All things 
are new there (Rev. 21:5). The redeemed 
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THE HOME OF THE REDEEMED
HEAVEN

Roger Johnson
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by John Pigg
      One of the most heavenly places 
on earth that has brought me such 
great joy and filled me with so many 
precious memories is Sardis Lake 
Christian Youth Camp. It is a won-
derful place! I spent nearly 30 years 
serving as counselor, session’s director, 
and a member of the board of trust-
ees. The words to a simple song the 
campers and I would sing every sum-
mer is, “Heaven is a wonderful place, 
filled with glory and grace. I want to 
see my Savior’s face. Heaven is a won-
derful place; I want to go there.”
      The Bible in the KJV mentions 
“heaven” 582 times–327 in the Old 
Testament and 255 in the New. In 
Revelation chapters 21-22, the Re-
deemer gives the redeemed a glimpse 
of what a wonderful place Heaven 
really is. Using highly figurative lan-
guage, we are told “having the glory 
of God, its radiance is like a most rare 
jewel” and “adorned with every kind 
of jewel” (ESV). It is made of “pure 
gold,” walls of jasper,” and “the twelve 
gates were twelve pearls.” “The glory 
of God gives it light and its lamp is 
the Lamb.” “The river of the water 
of life” flows “through the middle of 
the street of the city” called Heav-
en, and “on either side of the river” 
is “the tree of life, yielding its fruit 
each month.” Many have wondered 
if this beautiful picture is intended to 
be taken literally. Probably not, but 
the reality is, it is going to be more 
wonderful than we can imagine, as it 
is filled with God’s glory and grace!  
      When we read this wonderful 
description, it ought to motivate every 
saint to want to go there so we can 

see the Savior’s face. The Lord has 
“blessed us in Christ with every spir-
itual blessing in the heavenly places” 
(Eph 1:3) which includes his “glori-
ous church” (Heb 12:22-23), where 
we enjoy 
wonderful fel-
lowship with 
other Chris-
tians. Howev-
er, this earthly 
place in which 
we live is filled 
with frequent 
pain, much 
sorrow, sins of all kinds, trials, tribu-
lation, and death.  But the good news 
of Revelation 21-22 is that in Heaven, 
“Nothing unclean will ever enter it, 
nor anyone who does what is detest-
able or false, but only those who are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life,” 
and God “will wipe away every tear” 
from our eyes, “and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning 
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the 
former things has passed away.”  
      Sometimes I get so discouraged 
with the direction our world is going 
that I just want shout, “Lord take me 
home to Heaven!”  Now that I am 
about to turn 75, I know, however, 
that it will not be long if I remain 
faithful until I will be ushered into 
the wonderful place called Heaven! 
Do you have the hope of Heaven in 
your heart?  You can if you will come 
to trusting faith ( Jn 8:24), confess 
Jesus as Lord (Mt 10:32), repent and 
be baptized for the remission of sins 
(Acts 2:38), and live a faithful Chris-
tian life unto death (Rev 2:10).  MM 

IS A WONDERFUL PLACE

John Pigg

HEAVENwill be free from any sad experiences in 
Heaven. There will be no tears, mourning, 
crying, pain, or even death (Rev. 21:4; Lk. 
20:36). Death will be swallowed up in vic-
tory (1 Cor. 15:54). There will be no need 
for physicians and surgeons to practice their 
occupations there. Hospitals will not even 
exist. Funeral processions and cemeteries 
will not be seen along its streets.  Heaven is 
the “beautiful home of the soul” prepared by 
the Lord ( Jn. 14:1-3).
      Who will be in Heaven? Tragically, 
though God desires all men to be saved (1 
Tim. 2:4; 2 Pet. 3:9) and, through His Son, 
has made provisions for everyone to go 

there, not everyone talking about Heaven 
will be going there. The condition upon 
which entrance into Heaven is granted is 
obedience (Heb. 5:9), and most people are 
not willing to comply with that require-
ment (Matt. 7:21-23). They want to go to 
Heaven on their own terms and are not 
willing to submit to Heaven’s instructions.
      While it is true that we live in a 
messed-up world, isn’t it great that Chris-
tians can live in the midst of such and be 
filled with joy because of the hope of Heav-
en? This hope is not just wishful thinking; it 
is assured anticipation based on the promise 
of God that He will give us “the crown of 
life” (Rev. 2:10). In the meantime, while we 
wait for the Lord’s return and the granting 
of our home in Heaven, we have work to be 
done, prayers to be offered, commands to be 
obeyed, an inspired word to be received, and 
a peace to be enjoyed. Let us, then, make 
the best use of our time (Eph. 5:16) in pre-
paring ourselves and helping others prepare 
for the Home of the redeemed. MM

And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and receive 

you to Myself; that where I am, there 
you may be also.

John. 14:3
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by Andy Erwin, Minister
West Fayetteville church of Christ
      Allow me to share a few thoughts with you about the Judg-
ment Day, which may help us to take it more seriously. In the 
first place, there will be no postponement of the Judgment Day. 
I am aware that sometimes those charged with an offense will 
postpone judgment and ask for a continuance. God will not be 
granting any continuance at the final Judgment. God has already 
“appointed a day in which He will judge 
the world in righteousness by that Man 
whom He has ordained and given assur-
ance unto all men in that He has raised 
Him from the dead” (Acts 17:31). 
      God knows the day and the hour His 
Son will return (Matthew 24:36). On that 
day, and in that hour, this world and all 
that is therein will be burned up (2 Peter 
3:10-13). All of this will happen in the 
“twinkling of an eye” (1 Corinthians 15:52). 
A person would not have time to ask God to postpone the judg-
ment even if he wanted.
      In the second place, we will not be able to escape God’s judg-
ment. Sometimes the guilty will escape judgment by changing 
their names, addresses, and even their appearances. They may 
move halfway around the world, and stay on the move, so they 
can escape punishment for their crimes. This will not be the case 
on the day of God’s reckoning. One cannot escape the Judgment 
Day. Every guilty soul is going to come face-to-face with Jesus 
and look Him in the eyes and explain to Him why He died in 
vain for them. Those who refused and rejected Christ, those who 
mocked Him and blasphemed His holy name, even those Chris-
tians who turned their backs to Him will come face-to-face with 
Jesus. And friends, there will be no escape. Every one of us will 
have to give an account of our deeds to God.   

      Thirdly, no one will be able to hide the evidence that has 
mounted against them. “And be sure your sin will find you out” 
(Numbers 32:23). Many times criminals walk freely because they 
were successful at hiding or destroying any and all incriminating 
evidence that would have placed them behind bars. However, 
on the Judgment Day all the evidence will be brought to light, 
“For God will bring every work into judgment, including every 
secret thing, whether it is good or whether it is evil” (Ecclesiastes 
12:14).  
      Men cannot hide themselves from God: “And there is no 
creature hidden from His sight, but all things are naked and 
open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (He-
brews 4:13). Sometimes we try to hide the evidence of our sins 
from others, and even from ourselves.  Sometimes we are suc-
cessful. But, you cannot succeed in hiding your sins from God. 
“For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and 
knows all things” (1 John 3:20).  
      “Woe to those who seek deep to hide their counsel far from 
the Lord, and their works are in the dark; they say, ‘Who sees us?’ 
and, ‘Who knows us’” (Isaiah 29:15)?  Ah, friend, God is there! 
God sees and God knows; and God will bring every secret thing 
to judgment.
      On the Judgment Day, there will be no buying verdicts. 
Many times criminals can successfully bribe corrupt jurors or 
juries to escape justice. However, on that day, all the money in 
the world will not save you when your sins have damned your 
soul. The Lord cannot be corrupted. He is the righteous Judge 
and His judgments are true and righteous.
      Let us also make another connection with the righteous 
judgments of God; namely, there will be no unfair bias on 
Judgment Day. On some occasions, a criminal has been set 
free simply because of whom they were or who they knew. 
I think we can each relate to some past experience of 
unrighteous prejudice in our courts. However, on the 

THE  JUDGMENT  DAY
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        And as it is appointed for men to die once, 
but after this the judgment...

Hebrews 9:26
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Judgment Day, every one of us shall be judged impartially. In 
Colossians 3:24-25, Paul makes a point that those who serve the 
Lord will receive their inheritance from the Lord, but “he who 
does wrong will be repaid for the wrong which he has done, and 
there is no partiality.”  
      Peter had the right understanding of this concept when 
he said, “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. But 
in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is 
accepted by Him” (Acts 10:34-35).
      Neither will you see a mistrial or overturned verdict on the 
Judgment Day. Sometimes you will read of a mistrial being 
granted because something was not done properly in the 
first trial. However, “The judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether” (Psalms 19:9).  You will see no mistrials 
resulting from the Judgment Day.  
      If you are found guilty it will be because you were guilty in 
the eyes of God. If you are found blameless, it will be because 
the blood of Christ washed you clean and you were, therefore, 
found blameless in the eyes of God. Either way, you will not be 
mistaken for someone else or condemned of something you did 
not do.
      A person will not be able to “plea bargain” to keep from 
appearing before the Judge. Job understood that God is not like 
man, “that I may answer him, and that we should go to court 
together” ( Job 9:32). We cannot bargain with God. Either we 
choose to obey Him or we choose to disobey Him. We either 

choose to walk in light or darkness, but there is no bargain-
ing.

      Also, the point of the plea bargain is to 
avoid court and to accept a lesser punish-
ment than the one deserving. Friends, do 
not look for this on the Judgment Day. 
The punishment which will be handed out 

will be the same for all – “everlasting de-
struction from the presence of the Lord and 
the glory of His power” (2 Thessalonians 1:9)
      Oftentimes, we will hear of an appeal 
            being made to a higher court, maybe 

even all the way to the Supreme Court. Yet, on the Judgment 
Day, every one of us shall be judged by the Highest Court ever 
known; and the decision will be eternal--Eternal life or death 
(Matthew 25:46). The verdict rendered at the final judgment 
will never be appealed or overturned. It will be a judgment you 
will have to live with for all eternity.  
      Do you have boldness in the Day of Judgment (1 John 
4:17)? Would you like to have boldness in the Day of Judgment? 
Hear the gospel and believe the saving truth of Christ. Repent 
of your sins and be baptized for the remission of them (Acts 
2:38). The Lord will add you to His church (Acts 2:41, 47). 
If we are to die as faithful Christians, we must live as faithful 
Christians. Only then can we truly have confidence in the Day 
of Judgment.
      Just imagine with me that this is the Judgment Day and we 
are now standing before the Bar on High. We are now looking 
into the eyes of Jesus Christ. His voice seizes our attention. 
When He turns His attention to you, calls your name, and reads 
your record, what will He say? It is not a question of if we shall 
stand before Him, but how shall we stand before Him? Will I 
stand before my Lord as a faithful, obedient Christian – a 
child of God? Or will I stand before Him as some profane per-
son, like Esau, who sold my soul for the passing pleasures 
of this life? MM

andyerwin@gospelgleaner.com

THE  JUDGMENT  DAY
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by June Franks Booker
      The meaning of “glimpse” is to take a brief look.  If we could get 
a glimpse of what Heaven is like, it should create within us a greater 
desire to live right.  We should want to go to Heaven when this life is 
over if we look at the glimpse of Heaven in the Bible.  It is impossi-
ble to adequately describe Heaven.  When the Queen of Sheba saw 
the empire of Solomon, she said the half had not been told (I Kings 
10:7). The Bible does give us a glimpse of Heaven, but the half has 
not been told about Heaven.  
       There is a story of a little girl who was born blind. Her mother 
tried to describe the beauty of earth to her. When the little girl was 
about ten years old she was able to have an operation that enabled 
her to see for the first time in her life. As the last bandage was 
removed, she flew into her mother’s arms, then 
to the open window and open door. As she saw 
the beauty of the earth for the first time, she 
ran screaming back to her mother, “Oh mother, 
why didn’t you tell me it was so beautiful?”  The 
mother, with tears in her eyes said, “My precious 
child, I tried to tell you!”
      We know for sure Heaven is a real place. It 
is not just a dream or fantasy. The Bible says, 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if 
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
And If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” ( John 14:1). 
With these words Jesus comforted His disciples right before His 
death. These verses bring comfort to us, and give us a little glimpse of 
Heaven.  
      Heaven has been described as a place with many mansions.  One 
translation says “many rooms.”  This implies there will be sufficient 
room for all who will be a part of the heavenly family of God.  Have 
you seen a house you would describe as a mansion? The Biltmore 
house in Ashville, North Carolina, is 
a beautiful house, a mansion with 250 
rooms. Yet the Biltmore house has no 
comparison to the beauty of and the 
magnificent place called Heaven.  
      We have learned Heaven is a pre-
pared place, but Heaven is a place for a 
prepared people.  We do not stumble into 
Heaven or go there accidently.  In other words, not everybody that 
talks about Heaven is going there.  
      The Bible says “Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord” 
(Revelation 14:13). We must be in the Lord. Galatians 3:26-27 and 
Romans 6:3-6 teach us we are baptized into Christ.  “We must fight 
the good fight, finish the course, and keep the faith if the crown 

of life is to be ours” (II Timothy 4:7-8). “We must be faithful unto 
death if we are to possess the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).  Those 
who overcome will inherit all things (Revelation 21:7). By giving us a 
glimpse of Heaven, Jesus is encouraging us to overcome.  
      We are able to get a glimpse of Heaven through the eyes of 
others.  Paul gives us a glimpse of Heaven because of a vision he 
had.  Paul said he was caught up into Paradise and heard unspeak-
able words it was not lawful for him to utter (II Corinthians 12:1-4).  
Paul was given a glimpse of Heaven but he wasn’t allowed to tell all 
he saw.  Paul said, “For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a 
desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better” (Philippians 
1:23).
      Stephen was also permitted a glimpse of Heaven just before he 
entered Paradise. “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up 
steadfastly into Heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus stand-
ing on the right hand of God” (Acts 7:55-56).
      John was the last to get a glimpse of Heaven.  It is through 
this revelation of Jesus Christ to John that we are given a glimpse 
of Heaven.  John was told, “Come up here, and I will show you 
things which must take place after this” (Revelation 4:1-2.  John has 
described Heaven in terms that we can better understand. The walls 
are said to be of Jasper, the gates of pearl, the foundations of precious 
stones, and the city of pure gold (Revelation 21). Not only has John 
described Heaven as a beautiful place, but also a perfect place. There 
is no such place in this world as a perfect place. Heaven will be a 
perfect place because there will be no sin there (Revelation 21:27, 
22:14-15).
      One of the greatest glimpse’s Heaven holds is no more pain, no 
more sickness, no more crying, and no more death (Revelation 21:4)!  
Heaven is also a perfect place because of its security. God will be on 
His throne, Jesus will be there, and all will be secure. We will be safe 
in the arms of Jesus. 
      Heaven is a permanent place. Nothing in this world is perma-
nent. Life in this world is for a time, but Heaven will exist forever. 

Heaven in the Bible is described as 
eternal life, everlasting life. There is 
no end.  
      The Bible gives us a glimpse of 
Heaven. The best news we could ever 
hear is that we can go there! We can 
go to Heaven. I have always wanted 
to go to Hawaii. I probably will never 

be able to go to Hawaii. But I can go to Heaven, and you can too! 
Our glimpse of heaven should encourage us to have a greater desire 
to prepare to go to Heaven, because Heaven will surely be worth it 
all.  
      My desire to go to Heaven is greater now because of the loved 
ones who have gone before! MM

Blessed are those who do His commandments, 
that they may have the right to the tree of life, 
and may enter through the gates into the city.

Revelation 22:14

June Franks Booker
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by Deb Cleveland, Madison, Wisconsin
(My sister is an acomplished writer. Her husband, Gary, was the preacher 
for the church in Oskosh for many years before his death. -dd)
      Seven years ago, my husband of forty-two years lost his battle to 
a rare form of Melanoma. I became a widow at age sixty-two. That 
wasn’t the plan. We were going to retire, travel, spoil our grandchildren, 
and make a nuisance of ourselves to our grown children. God had 
other plans. 
      I’ve learned many things on this journey of 
loss. First and foremost, I do not like this jour-
ney. I want everything back to normal. I want to 
sit on our back porch together and listen to the 
crickets. I want to hold hands on our evening 
walk. And, when I turn off the lights at the end 
of the day, I want him to be waiting for me. If 
allowed, grieving will reduce you to bones and 
make all you once cared about just distant shadows. Mourning takes so 
much energy and causes a thousand little deaths.
      But here’s the deal: Regardless of the sorrow, you can live honor-
ably and with thanksgiving. Over the last year or so I decided I was 
going to act myself into a better way of feeling. The Hubs and I sub-
scribed to that philosophy throughout our life together. Just because 
you don’t feel like doing something, doesn’t mean you shouldn’t do it.   
Okay, I’m sad. I may be sad forever. But I’ve decided it’s time not to act 
sad. If I act like I’m not sad, by playing with my grandchildren, taking 
my dog for a walk, or riding my blue bike around the park, then one 
day, just maybe, possibly, I’ll wake one morning and actually not be sad. 
      My Bible reading recently was Psalms 3:3. I should quit being 
surprised when I randomly turn to a passage and it seems like it was 
written that morning just for me. “But You, O, LORD, are a shield 
about me, my glory, and the lifter of my head. I cried aloud to the 
LORD, and He answered me from His Holy Place. I lay down and 
slept; I woke again, for the LORD sustained me. I will not be afraid...”
      Mourning has a component of fear to it. When you lose someone 
you love, you fear you will forget what joy feels like. You fear that 
you will become invisible and eventually become just a smudge on a 
windowpane. But, you know what? Every night for the last seven years, 
I’ve gone to sleep and every morning I have awakened unharmed. 
It’s time to act myself into a better way of feeling. If you are grieving, 
maybe it’s time for you, too.
      I still have days I don’t feel like getting out of bed or talking to 
anyone, and that’s okay. From time to time, I allow myself a period of 
wallowing in my sorrow. But be forewarned, wallowing too long in 
what once was will make it extremely hard to rejoin what is now. If I’m 
going to act myself into a better way of feeling, I must not wallow long. 
      “I cried aloud... and He answered me... He sustained me. I will not 
be afraid...” MM

(debcleve1971@yahoo.com)

    I must not 
  wallow long . . .

n CURRENT UPDATES  You will also find 
new information and news that has arrived 
between our publication dates.  

n CONTACT US On this page we 
have a way for you to support the 
Messenger by credit cards.

n GRAPHICS SUPPORT 
On this page we have
a library of slide 
backgrounds and other 
graphics images.  

   The Digital Messenger

DONATE 
ONLINE

to the
MM

Deb Cleveland

Check 
  it out!

www.magnoliamessengermag.com
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u L2L Little Rock Report
      A man named Jim was bragging, saying: “I cut off the tail of a 
lion!” His friends questioned him, saying: “If you are so tough, then 
why didn’t you cut off his head?” Jim answered: “Someone already 
cut off the head of the lion.” I suppose anyone could cut the tail from 
a dead lion. Anyone can also be a follower, but it takes many extra 
characteristics to make a leader. 
      The Lads To Leaders program is a great opportunity for young 
people to become great leaders in the church. The training that 
young people receive in the Lads To Leaders program has proven 
to impact them for their entire lives. It reminds me of what Solo-
mon wrote: 
“Train up 
a child in 
the way he 
should go, 
even when 
he is old 
he will not 
depart from 
it” (Prov-
erbs 22:6). 
Although 
training 
children in 
the Lord 
is not easy, 
there are 
eternal benefits that pay richly in the spiritual lives of our young 
people. Therefore, Lads to Leaders is a perfect opportunity to invest 
in the souls of our children.
      I have three children who participate in Lads To Leaders, and 
I have one more who will be old enough next year. My wife and 
I have found that the Lads To Leaders program is the best that 
we have seen in allowing children to learn how to lead in church 
activities. 
      I am reminded of a story about a patient who goes to the doctor 
and says: “Doc, I am so nervous! This is my first operation!” Doc 
says: “Don’t worry, it’s my first operation too!” The first time any-
one does anything it can be difficult. Learning to step out and be 
a leader is not easy. There are three things that I believe are used 
to help young people have the right tools they need to be leaders. 
Lads promotes: (1) ATTITUDE OF SERVICE, (2) ABILITY 
OF SERVICE, and (3) ACTION OF SERVICE. The opportu-
nities are endless in the Lads program and there is something for 
everyone. Therefore, training our children to be leaders is right at our 
fingertips. 

      Jesus described what makes good leaders when He said: “It shall 
not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your 
slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:26-28). 
Being a leader is hard because it takes hard work. Jesus is our great 
example to show that with any good leadership, there is also great 
service. Lads to Leaders promotes this great principle.
      Churches will grow spiritually and numerically when they are 
involved in great programs. We have seen so many positive impacts 
in our local congregation due to Lads. Paul wrote: “Rather, speaking 
the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into Him who is 
the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and held 
together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part 
is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up 
in love” (Eph. 4:15-16). When members are working together for 
a common cause in the kingdom of God, it creates growth. Lads to 
Leaders gives churches opportunities for growth.
      The Ripley Church of Christ in Ripley, Mississippi, has been 
attending the Memphis convention for ten years or more. The year 
2021 was unique for our Lads convention because the Memphis 
convention was moved to Little Rock, Arkansas. Many people 
agreed that this was a great move, and I heard so many positive 
things about how people loved the new venue. Our family and our 
church family benefitted greatly by being at convention this year. We 
appreciate so much all the staff of the Lads to Leaders program and 
we appreciate so many churches who make this program a success. 
May God bless all of our young people in the Lord, and all the 
parents who have invested in this great work!
  Josh McCrary, Ripley Mississippi

u L2L Orlando Report 
      We had an amazing time at Lads to Leaders in Orlando this 
year! There were eleven of us that attended the convention from the 
Summerdale Church of Christ. We joined hundreds of brethren 
at the Rosen Shingle Resort for the Easter weekend experience. 
Attendance 
was lower 
than normal 
because of 
COVID-19, 
but the staff 
and venue did 
a wonderful 
job to ensure our safety.  After a year removed, it was such a joy to 
be back together again.
      The young people always do amazing at convention. Our 



participation is smaller than other sites, but the spirit is second to 
none.  The convention in Orlando is well-known for its hospitality 
and generosity. Our yearly collection for L2L is usually one of the 
largest.  We do not say this in a prideful way, but to give all glory to 
God.
      Our congregations are full of enthusiasm. The youth look for-
ward to the opportunity to use their talents.  We love the fellowship 
and unity the event provides.  Many of these relationships that are 
forged will last a lifetime.  The staff, coordinators, judges, and partic-
ipants should be commended for their hard work.  We look forward 
to 2022.  If your congregation is interested in joining us, please 
contact the L2L home office at (334) 215-0251 or visit the website 
at www.lads2leaders.com.  Tell them Ray sent you! MM

Ray Reynolds, Preacher Summerdale Church of Christ

u L2L Atlanta Report 
      When reporting facts about the Atlanta Convention, L2L 
Board member, Jim Whitmire, described us as “clawing our way 
back to normal” with 1,000 (in contrast to a typical 3,000) in 
attendance. It certainly was not the typical annual experience, with 
each convention honoring the local policies in place due to covid 
concerns. Yet, it was definitely worth the challenging changes. 
      It was inspiring observing the young people participating 
in, as well as being recognized for, so many activities that were 
promoting their personal and spiritual growth. To me, the most 
heartwarming thing in the Saturday night Awards Ceremony was 
watching the youngest children, PreK – Grade 2, enthusiastically 

walking across the stage with the Oak Ridge Boys’ song playing 
in the background: “…the nearest thing to heaven is a child.” It 
brought to mind the divine perspective: “Behold, children are a 
heritage from the Lord, the fruit of the womb is a reward. Like 
arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth. 
Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them…” (Psalm 
127:3-5).
      The Atlanta Convention recognized three Red Coat recipients, 
one from 2020 and two from 2021. The Red Coat Award is the 
highest recognition within the program, similar to the Eagle Scout 
Award in scouting. The first-ever Sower recipient was an Atlanta 
attendee. The Sower Award is given to young people who devote 
themselves to learning skills to become effectively evangelistic. 
The convention experience is both a reward for past wholesome 
work as well as motivation for the year ahead to engage in more 
great efforts to promote personal growth. MM

Dean Miller,Villa Rica, GA
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by John Pigg     
     Last year Mission GTO Mexico passed a great milestone in its 
20-year history. The San Miguel de Allende congregation, which 
was the first church we established with our first Mexican mis-
sionary, Fernando Arroyo, selected and appointed its first eldership 
consisting of three qualified brothers. Fernando, who preaches for 
the church and administers our Biblical Institute, was one of them. 
Recently they added another elder and appointed their first two 
deacons which are pictured above. 
      This makes one of only a few churches of Christ in Mexico 
completely and scripturally organized. One of the goals of Mission 
GTO Mexico is to plant new congregations of churches of Christ 
in every city in the state of Guanajuato that has a population of 
30,000 people. We have done that in 20 cities over the last 20 years. 
Another goal is to grow the churches spiritually and numerically so 
that within seven to ten years they will be self-supporting and fully 
organized with elders and deacons. 

      The elders of the Lake Harbour Drive church of Christ in 
Ridgeland, MS, which oversees this mission work, are grateful to all 
the churches and Christians who cooperate with us by contributing 
monthly and periodically to provide the necessary financial re-
sources to keep it going forward. One of my greatest blessings as a 
gospel preacher is to be the director of Mission GTO Mexico. MM

Milestone Reached in GTO Mexico Churches

Emma, Abby, and Riley Johnson (Villa Rica, 
GA) with Megan and Annabelle Thompson 
(Buford, GA). Riley & Emma Johnson (Villa Rica, GA).



by Greg Ledbetter, Youth Editor
      Job 14:14: Job asked a question 
that many today ask, "Shall we live 
again?" This is an age-old question 
that has been asked for centuries. 
It is said that when Socrates, the 
renowned Greek Philosopher, drank 
poison hemlock and lay down to die, 
he was asked by his friends, "Shall 
we live again?" The reply of the dying 
Philosopher was, "I hope so, but no 
man can know." Can I know what 
will happen to me when I leave this 
earth? The real question facing each 
of us is not can I die or will I die? 
We know that physical death is one 
of life's certainties. Death occurs all 
the time and is evident by looking 
around at the empty spaces that were 
once filled by those whom we loved. 
We are reminded of this in Ecclesi-
astes 3:1-2: "To everything there is 
a season, A time for every purpose 
under heaven: A time to be born, and 
a time to die." The reality is we are 
only here for a little while.
      Have you noticed that the older 
you get, the more you realize how 
brief life is? I know that 

for the young people reading this, 
it's hard to think of life as being 
short. For you, it seems like your 
thirteenth birthday will never get 
here. Then when you turn thirteen, it 
seems a century away before you turn 
sixteen. But for the rest of us, with 
each passing year, we realize that life 
is brief and short in its duration. I 
can remember when I used to think 
someone that was fifty years old was 
old. But now that I am 38, my opin-
ion has changed. Paul Franks would 
always say that you are not old until 
you’re 90. I might make it to 100, but 
to Paul's statement, I say, Amen! 
      So, we must answer these ques-
tions. Will the grave seal our fate 
forever? Is this physical life it? Or 
is there a resurrection and another 
place and time of existence awaiting 
our souls? Job understood that death 
was inevitable. Job's question was not 
a hypothetical question that had no 
answer. Job answers the question in 
the same verse, Job14:14 when he 
says, "All the days of my hard service 
I will wait, Till my change comes." 
Job asks, "Shall a man live again?" 

How does he answer?  Job plainly 
says, "You better believe I will live 
again. I'm going to live better than I 
have ever lived. I'm getting ready for 
a change."
      We know that Job feels this way 
because we find in Job 19:25-26, 
"For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
And He shall stand at last on the 
earth; And after my skin is destroyed, 
this I know, That in my flesh I shall 
see God." Praise God, for those who 
are in Christ shall live again. Praise 
God that the life to come will be far 
superior to the life we now live. In 
this life, we live in a body subject to 
disease, death, and decay. Shall we 
live again? Thank God, yes! We will 
live again, and live a life that is much 
greater than the life we have lived.
      What is interesting to me is 
that the answer Job gave was much 
different than the answer Socrates 
gave. Socrates hoped that he would 
live again. Job said that he knew 
he would live again. Socrates faced 
death with fear. Job faced death with 
assurance. Socrates was uncertain 
that he would live again. Job was 
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Greg Ledbetter

         In My Father’s house are many mansions; 
  if it were not so, I would have told you.
                     I go to prepare a place for you.
                                                                                  John 14:2

IF A MAN DIES
Shall he live again? 



Summer 2021 /  Magnolia Messenger  n  19

confident that he would live again. Job 
was satisfied because Job knew he had 
lived his life for God. He was ready for 
the Judgment. 
      How about you today, right now? 
Can you be confident in your life? By 
the way you lived and are living, you 
can you say, like Job, you are waiting on 
the change? Are you ready for Judg-
ment? Hebrews 9:27 says, "And as it is 
appointed for men to die once, but after 
this the judgment." A time is coming 
when we will all have to stand before 
the Judgment Seat of Christ and be 
judged for what we did in this life.  We 
will stand before the Lord with our lives 
and secrets laid bare, a judgment to de-
termine whether we will be in Heaven 
or we will be in Hell. We need to be 
prepared for the Judgment Day.
      I must tell you the truth today. If 
you die, or if the Lord comes back, and 
you're not a faithful Christian, then you 
will spend eternity in Hell. If you have 
not put your faith in Jesus Christ, will-
ing to repent and turn away from your 
sins, confess Jesus before others, and be 
baptized for the forgiveness of your sins, 
you cannot have the confidence that 
Job had. I appeal to you today, this very 
moment, please live your life in such 
a way that you are confident in your 
destination in Heaven after this life on 
earth. MM

gregledbetter@yahoo.com

Shall he live again? 
COFFEEVILLE  
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Searching for a minister. A congre-
gation of 45-60 people. A 3-bed-
room 2-bath house is provided and 
also has a storage building. House 
is adjacent to the church building. 
Jim Peters 662-675-8623 
John Allen 662-473-8702

ACKERMAN 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
We are in search of a preacher. Com-
munity oriented, very youth oriented. 
Congregation around 120 members. 
If you know of anyone that might be 
interested that you would recommend 
please ask them to contact one of the 
3 elders.
Gary Gardner  662-552-2138
Coyt Hunt 662-285-7072
Warren Hunt  662-285-7185 

JACKSON GROVE 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 
The Jackson Grove congregation 
in Enid, Mississippi, is in need of a 
preacher on Sundays. It is a small 
group of about 15 members, and is 
one of the oldest congregations in the 
state, going back to 1870. 
If interested contact:
Buddy Kiihmi 662.647.5346. 

WINNSBORO 
LOUISIANA CHURCH 
OF CHRIST
We are currently in search of a re-
placement of a retired preacher of 35 
plus yrs. We are a stable congregation 
looking for someone to help us grow.  
If you are that man, please send your 
pertinent info to rgeorge703@yahoo.
com. 
Randy George 318 417-1358

PREACHER SEARCH



Northeast Mississippi 
Preachers Meeting

The Monthly preacher’s luncheon for 
preachers in Northeast Mississippi restarted 
on April 20, at the Booneville church of Christ 
annex. Beau Gross, campus minister, gave a 
presentation about the work of the college stu-
dent center of Northeast Mississippi Community 
college. 

Those present were the Booneville minis-
ters, Ken Forrest and Beau Gross, and two of 
their elders, Larry Morgan and Jim Estes and his 
wife Jeanita. 

Attending the meeting were Paul Epler and 
his wife Billie (Saucer Creek), Tony Brown (Zion 
Rest), Chad Bowen (Berea), Steven Shappley 
(Bean’s Ferry), Kerry Williams (West Main), 
Mathew Thigpen (Fulton), and John Pigg (Lake 
Harbor). MM

(Editor’s note: The MM would love to run a group picture of 
any preacher’s meetings across the country. If you are at-
tending a preacher’s meeting, let us know. send us a picture 
and a list of attendees. Would love to hear about these. -dd)
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 News, Notes  &  Information

Church of Christ at Noah 
Established 1930

by June Franks Booker
     Our Bible winner for the Winter Issue of the Magnolia Messenger was Brenda 
Green from Manchester, TN. We learned Brenda and her husband, James, lived 
in Manchester, but they attended church services at Noah. 
      Being a very Biblical word, the word Noah got our attention. It sounded like 
it would be a very interesting place. 
      Jeff and I were blessed to travel to Manchester on Saturday, March 13, 2021. 
On Sunday morning, March 14th our GPS took us to Noah. It was a beautiful 
drive and took us about ten minutes.
      Upon our arrival, we found a nice small 
white church building out in the country. 
The first people we met were James and 
Brenda Green. 
      When we entered the church building, 
we were impressed with the friendliness of 
everyone. When services began we were 
more impressed that the building was full. I 
believe it was about sixty in attendance.
      Tommy Underwood, Sr. is the preacher 
at Noah. He did a good job teaching the 
class in the auditorium on Leadership.
      The elders are James Green and Ricky 
Green. The deacons are Eric Earle and Roy 
Moss. 
      The thing that impressed us the most 
was the number of young people in atten-
dance. In what we used to call the “Amen” 
section of the building, several young boys 
dressed in suits and ties were seated. They 
were very attentive. During the singing their 
song books were open and they were sing-
ing. During the sermon their Bibles were 
open and they were listening. It was very 
encouraging to see young people so involved in the worship services. The young 
people are involved in L2L’s and Bible Bowl. 
      Cody Michael from Decatur, AL, was the guest speaker at the worship 
service. Cody is the Outreach minister at the Decatur Church of Christ. Cody and 
those working with him are involved in helping after the Church of Christ Disas-
ter Relief truck leaves. They help some in the cleanup in the disaster places, but 
their main purpose is to set up Bible studies.The Noah congregation helps in this 
good work. 
      Members from the Noah congregation have gone to different disaster places 
to help those in need, but their goal is mostly to help set up Bible studies. 
At the conclusion of the services, we awarded a beautiful study Bible to Brenda 
Green. (See picture of Brenda’s husband James presenting  the Bible to Brenda!)
We found Noah to be a very interesting congregation and we were richly bless-
ed by our opportunity to worship with the Noah congregation! MM

THE MESSENGER STAFF:  

“On  the  Road  Again” 

New Minister in New Albany
      Tim Dooley began working with the New 
Albany Church of Christ in December. He and his 
wife, Colleen, moved from Kentucky, where they 
had worked for 11 years. Tim has been preaching 
for 24 years and has served congregations in Ohio, 
Tennessee, and Kentucky. He has a bachelor’s de-

gree in Bible with a minor 
in Ministry from Heritage 
Christian University and a 
Master's in New Testament 
from Freed-Hardeman. 
For current information on 
service times and events, 
visit www.nacoc.us MM

Brenda’s husband James presenting the 
Bible to Brenda!

Boys in the “Amen” section with their 
Bibles open listening to the sermon.



n Thank you for all your hard 
work.  The Magnolia Messenger 
is a wonderful magazine.
(Elizabeth Todd, Clarksdale, MS)

n “I am a member of the church 
of Christ in Laplace, Louisiana. I 
met Glenn and Beth Beall during 
their short yet prosperous time 
that they attended here. Glenn 
has seen fit to send me the 
Magnolia Messenger magazine 
of which I enjoy and believe is a 
blessing to the church and the 
world by its informative articles 
and encouragement of faith.”
(Joey Bove, Laplace, Louisiana) 

n I enjoy the Magnolia Messen-
ger so much and look forward to 
each issue.
(Fern Land, Montgomery, AL)

n Enjoy the Messenger! Keep up 
the good work.
(Ronnie & Cathy Livingston, Marietta, MS)

n I appreciate your thoughtful 
articles.
(Martha Enoch, Bartlett, TN)

n Thank you so much for the 
MM.  It’s very interesting and 
keeps us updated on many 
things, and is encouraging. With 
kindest regards.
(Kathryn Floyd, Booneville, MS)

n May God greatly bless you in 
your good work! So blessed to 
receive the Messenger.
(Shirly Carroll, Hohenwald, TN)

n Thank you for this publication 
and all the dedicated people who 
make it possible.
(David & Sally Roff, Church Hill, TN)

n “The last two Magnolia 
Messenger’s were awesome! 
Well honestly, they all are.  I do 
appreciate what you are doing 
with it.  Keep up the good work!
(Edgar Beard, Centerville, Tennessee) 

n I have received the Messen-
ger for years, 20 or more years, 
and have enjoyed every issue.
Thank you for continuing it. I am 
sorry for the loss of Bro. Franks, 
but Bro. Dennis is doing a good 
job. Hope you can keep up this 
good work.  In Christ.
(Ava Cleveland, Bossier City, LA)

n Y’all are doing a fabulous 
job.  Thanks for sending me this 
magazine.
(Lew Faulkner, Champions Gate, FL)

n Dear Elizabeth, "...I read all 
your magazines and shared 

them...We all were inspired by 
the good works happening in 
Mississippi. Please send me 
another magazine and keep up 
all the good works."
(Lana Wilson, Ramona, CA)

n I want to say again how 
much I enjoy the Messenger.  
All the articles are so interest-
ing.  Always so real and true to 
scripture.  Thanks so much for 
sending them each quarter.
(Jimmy Grubbs, Seneca, SC)  
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 MM READERS’ RESPONSE
                Reasons Why We Continue Publishing the Magnolia Messenger     

     Sunday, April 4, saw a large crowd assembled at the West Main 
church of Christ, Tupelo, MS. Some folks were home for the Easter 
holiday, and all of those assembled came to worship the risen Lord.
      At the end of the worship services that morning, Doug Greenway 
was added to West Main’s eldership. This church is now served by 
shepherds (left-to-right) Ronnie Crosswhite, Chuck Tharp, Earl Nichols 
and Doug Greenway. Doug was the pulpit minister at WM for almost 
17 years, and he and his wife Vickie announced West Main as their 
permanent home after Doug’s retirement in 2020. MM

West Main church of Christ

North Alabama 
Christian Children’s Home

     We are looking for a Christian couple who are faithful members of 
the Church of Christ, to work with us as Houseparents for one of our 
girls’ homes. Benefits include an excellent salary for both Housepar-
ents (even if the husband works outside the home), Life Insurance, 
free housing, food, gas, help with Health insurance, & a bonus for 
anyone who works with us 3 years.  
 

For more information, 
call Don Williams, Director (256-366-3327) 

or Melinda Jackson, Social Worker 
(256-757-4212).



Books with ClassNew Books from PuBlishiNg DesigNs, iNc.

New Book By fraNk chesser
Available December 2020

256-533-4301
www.publishingdesigns.com

Life-Changing Questions

Study with Frank 
Chesser Old Testa-
ment events when 
God questioned 
man. “Questions 
from God are arrows 
to the heart con-
taining every prin-
ciple essential for 
man’s journey from 
earth to heaven,” he 
says. Consider how 
different our lives 
would be if we made 
a deliberate choice 
for personal inven-

tory by asking God’s question, “What have you done?” 
And when we are hesitant and insecure about our service 
to God, we would do well to remember His gripping ques-
tion to Moses: “What is that in thine hand?” The timeless, 
divine questions contained in this book are motivating, 
convicting, and pertinent. Applied to the Christian, they 
are indeed life-changing. 9781945127199, $12.95

Other books by Frank Chesser:

The Spirit of Liberalism
Portrait of God
Voyage of Faith

The Heart of Isaiah
The Man of Chebar

Mentor Me
by six women
Sit at the feet of Betty Bender, Becky 
Blackmon, Brenda Birckholtz, Judy Cofer, 
Martha Coletta, and Laura Dayton, who 
are passing the mentoring baton on to 
their readers. Study specific phases of  
a woman’s Christian journey such as  
“Mentor Me, I’m Single” and “Mentor 
Me, I’m a Busy Parent.” Also included are 

 topics of marriage, mothers-in-law, caregiving, and many more. 
The reader reaps twofold: she is mentored and she learns to men-
tor others. 13 chapters with questions. 9780975596227, $11.95

Let This Cup Pass
by Jane McWhorter
Join the thousands of women who have 
gained strength in times of distress. De-
light in this revised edition now added to 
her series “Silver Linings.” You can blame 
God, or choose a path of understanding 
affliction. Examine “The Cup of Lonli-
ness”, “The Cup of Feeling Inadequate,” 
and other topics in 13 chapters with 
questions. 9781945127106, $12.95

The Shepherd’s Daughter
by Debbie Dupuy

Perhaps you recite the 23rd Psalm. But 
do you know the Shepherd? Do you 
quote “I shall not want” but convey 

a feeling of “I lack”? Do you want the 
strength, comfort, and love of the 

Shepherd? Jump into His arms and say 
with Debbie, “Oh the benefits of being 

the Shepherd’s daughter!” 14 chapters, 
questions, extra study motivation. 9781945127175, $13.95

The Girl for My Son
by Cynthia Guy

Single girls of any age will gain insight 
from the perspective of Cynthia Guy. 
Each young woman is encouraged to 
look at herself as the mother of a son. 

Would you want a girl like you for your 
son? This study is not a crystal ball; it is 
definite guidelines for self-improvement 

that please the Lord and shape your future. See yourself 
through God’s eyes, date wisely, become a spiritual swan.  

13 chapters with questions. 9781945127182, $11.95

Coming in January 2021

22  n   Magnolia Messenger / Summer 2021



by Glenn Beall
      Life over the past year has been strange at best, giving birth to 
new fears and hopes. Daily we have heard about friends or acquain-
tances that have the virus, some even dying from it. Add to that the 
violence, rioting, and other dangers that seem to have no end. Our 
nation has changed its values for worse. How long can this trend go 
on? We hope for better times; we are so fearful for our country and 
our families. Indeed, Proverbs 13:12, tells the absolute truth of it all: 
“Hope deferred makes the heart sick.” We are sick; we feel hopeless 
in this situation.
      On the other hand, hope is not hope unless it is deferred. Is it 
true that the proper definition of hope is “desire plus expectation?”  
According to the dictionary, “One with hope looks forward to 
something that has not yet come; yet, he continues to look for it. 
Hope is a feeling of expectation and desire 
for a certain thing to happen.”  We hope for 
heaven; it has not yet arrived. Some hope for 
new and better employment; the same old 
work continues. We hope our close family 
member will soon get well; the condition 
just keeps on. Christians hope another close 
family member will obey the gospel; the 
loved one does not take the needed step. 
One who follows God does not give up, but 
keeps praying and keeps hoping.  We must continue setting new 
goals, making plans, and pursuing them. 
      As life drags on, the situation does make the heart sick. There is 
serious discouragement. The Word of God does recognize discour-
agement and prescribes remedies for it. “He gives power to the 
faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength. Even 
youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 
but they who wait for [ Jehovah] shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 
weary; they shall walk and not faint” (Isaiah 40:29-31). The key is to 
trust in God, daily walking in His way.
      Remember the ultimate hope Peter gave us: “In this you rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved 
by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith...may 
be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen Him, you love 
Him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in Him and 
rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtain-
ing the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 
1:6-9). Real life for a Christian consists of a relationship with God. 

As we walk with Him day by day, through faith in Jesus Christ, our 
ultimate welfare, our final hope is assured.   
      It is encouraging to know that “When the desire comes, it is 
the Tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12b).  The Tree is seen three times in 
the Bible: (1) It is the tree that if eaten by Adam and Eve, would 
have kept them living in the Garden; (2) The middle of the Bible 
references this Tree of life as an outcome of godly living. The book 
of Proverbs tells us righteousness, proper use of the tongue, and 
godly living will bring a taste of the Tree of life here and now; (3) 
The Tree of life in its final Biblical reference represents eternal life: 
“obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls” (1 
Peter 1:9). Our final hope will be realized in eternal Heaven. Living 
the godly life brings the blessings of God, the Tree of life, to the 
faithful.
      It does not matter how long this world goes on. Regardless of 
how terrible the situation becomes on this earth, each day we can 
walk with God. “In all these things we are more than conquerors 
through Him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor 
life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord” (Romans 8:37-38). Peace and confidence results from the 
right relationship with God. No matter what happens, He is in 
control. Even prior to Heaven, “we rejoice in our sufferings, know-
ing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to 
shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (Romans 5:3-5).
      The ultimate Tree of life is Heaven. Revelation 22:2, at the 
end of the Bible, contains the last reference to the Tree: “Through 
the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, 
[is] the Tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit 
each month” (ESV).  Verse 12 tells us, “I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then 
another book was opened, which is the Book of life. And the dead 
were judged by what was written in the books, according to what 
they had done.” The final reward, the hope of the godly life, no 
longer deferred, is the restoration of the Tree of life.
foyfoyirish@mail.com MM
 
Glenn and I are both proud graduates of the Preston Road school of 
Preaching, It is good to be working with a fellow schoolmate. Glenn 
preaches for the Carthage church of Christ and is part of our Magnolia 
Messenger staff. -dd

HOPE: THE TREE OF LIFE
HEAVEN
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by Eddie Lewis
     I appreciate so much the opportunity 
to inform you about my mission work 
among the churches in North Mississip-
pi. I appreciate the Germantown church 
of Christ sponsoring me in this ministry. 
This report covers twelve Sundays 
during the months of February through 
April 2021. I served five Sundays as 
an interim preacher for the Coffeeville 
church of Christ and one Sunday as an 
interim preacher at the Tunica church 
of Christ. I also visited with five other 
churches. 

   February through April I preached 
at the Coffeeville church of Christ five 
times. Madolyn and I always enjoy 
visiting with the folks there. They 
continue to look for a full-time minister. 
They have received some resumes for 
interested preachers, so I pray that they 
will soon find someone to work with 
them.  I hope you will be praying for 
them. They have no elders and around 
50 in attendance. 
      In the worship I have been consider-
ing a series of lessons on the parables 
of Jesus. I have looked at the parable of 
the Weeds found in Mathew 13:24-30, 
36-43. Jesus underlines the presence 
of evil in the world. He emphasizes that 
there will be a great separation at the 
end of the age or the Judgment . He 
also tells us that He is the judge. I have 
considered the Wise and Foolish Builder 
in Matthew 7:24-29. It is one of Jesus’ 
greatest lessons on obedience. Finally, 
I have looked at the three parables in 

Matthew 25. Jesus is talking about the 
kingdom and the final Judgment .   
n February 14:  Because of the snow 
and ice we did not attend a service but 
streamed the worship service from 
Germantown.  
n February 21:   We attended the Indi-
anola church of Christ. Gene Hill is the 
minister there. He has been there for 
several years. Recently his wife, Jerry, 
passed away. We wanted to show our 
support for him and have been pray-

ing for him and 
his family. The 
church at Indi-
anola has no el-
ders and around 
20 in attendance. 
Because of the 
icy conditions 
they had only the 
worship service. 

Gene’s lesson was “The Need for Virtue” 
based on Philippians 4:8. He said that 
all Christians must have a virtuous life. 
All life’s activities flow from the heart 
(Matthew 12:34-37).  We not only are 
to have moral goodness, but righteous-
ness based on God’s Word. We acquire 
that knowledge by our study of God’s 
Word. It was a good lesson. We enjoyed 
our visit with the brethren there. I hope 
you will remember Gene and the church 
in your prayers as they minister to the 
community of Indianola.  
n February 28: I was invited to preach 
at the Tunica church of Christ. We al-

ways enjoy visiting with the folks there. 
They have a man they are considering 
working with the church. He would be 
a part-time minister. Please remember 
them in your prayers as they decide 
what they can do. 

      I preached on the 15th chapter of 
Luke. There are three important para-
bles about God’s love for the lost and 
how a lost person can find his way back 
to a right relationship with God. This 
section is often called the Gospel in the 
Gospel. The parable of the Prodigal Son 
is the pearl of the parables. 
n March 7: Sunday night, Madolyn and 
I visited with the Olive Branch church of 
Christ. Mike Hixson is the longtime min-
ister there. We got there in time to hear 
the Pew Packers singing. They were led 
in song by the Associate minister Jared 
Rhodes. They have a good mix of ages. 
We heard an announcement about the 
Lads to Leaders program meeting, so 
we were glad to know that they are 
active in that ministry. They support 
several different ministries. They are 
an active 
congrega-
tion and 
have three 
elders and 
250 in at-
tendance. 
      Mike’s 
lesson 
was on Exodus 12, the Passover, and 
how that related to Christ and the 
church. He discussed the reason for 
the Passover and the significance of 
it to the Hebrew nation. Jesus is that 
Passover lamb who died so that our 
sins could be forgiven. Mike made an 
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impassioned plea for us to come and 
accept the sacrifice that Christ made for 
us. It was a good lesson. 
 
n March 14: I was invited to preach at 
the Cleveland church of Christ. Tim Mc-
Carter is one of the elders and minister 
there. He and his wife Debbie were out 
of town on vacation. It was good to see 
some wonderful old friends at Cleve-
land.  Madolyn and I enjoyed a meal 
with Lowell and Donna Kirkbride. Low-
ell is the other elder there. They have 
two elders and about 40 in attendance. 
They do have an active campus ministry 
at DSU. We hope you will remember the 
brethren there in your prayers. 
      In the Bible Class I presented a 
lesson from Philippians 1:12-26. I talked 
about how Paul focused his mind on 
Christ as he met different crises in his 
life. 
      In the worship I considered the three 
parables in Luke 15. The parables of 
the Lost Sheep, the Lost Coin, and the 
Prodigal Son present a continuing story 
of God’s desire that all the lost come to 

Him. The 
parable of 
the Prodigal 
Son helps 
us see how 
someone 
who has 
rebelled 
against God 
can find his 
way home.  

In the PM worship I presented a lesson 
from the parable of the Wise and 
Foolish Builders in Matthew 7:24-29. It 
is one of Jesus’ strongest statements 
about the importance of obedience. We 
must be people who build our lives on 
the foundation of Christ. 
 
n March 28: We visited with the Foote 
Street church of Christ in Corinth, MS. 
Reed Swindle has been the preacher 
there for the last seven years and is 
an adjunct at FHU. We enjoyed visiting 
with him and his wife Bridget.  They 
are doing a wonderful work with the 
congregation there. They announced 
that on Easter Sunday they would be 

taking a group to L2L. I was pleased to 
hear that the L2L convention is being 
held this year. We also enjoyed seeing 
many old friends in the congregation. 
We enjoyed eating with the Wrotens. 
      Reed’s lesson was taken from Mat-
thew 5:21-26, “Thou Shalt Not Murder, 
Dealing with Conflict.” He mentioned 
many of the conflicts and wars that 
God’s people have faced. He said that 
Jesus is trying to get the people to view 

problems 
with a 
mind to 
find a 
resolution 
and not 
with the 
mind to 
retaliate. 
How are 
we to 
deal with 

conflict? We must respect each other. 
My relationship with God depends on 
how I view you. We must deal with 
conflict and find a resolution. It was a 
good lesson.  
n April 4: I was invited to preach 
for the Ripley church of Christ. Josh 
McCrary is the minister there. They 
have three elders and around 250 in 
attendance. Josh and his family, along 
with several other families were away 
attending the Lads to Leaders con-
vention in Little Rock, AR. They began 
having their regular services the Sunday 
I preached. The church has an active 
youth program and supports many 

good works. It is a great congregation. 
      In Bible class I presented a lesson on      
“The Freedom of Forgiveness” based on 
the parable of the “Unmerciful Servant” 

in Matthew 18:21-35.
      In the a.m. worship I preached on 
“Our Blessings in God, Christ, and the 
Holy Spirit” based on Ephesians 1:4-14. 
We underlined all the spiritual blessing 
given us by God through Jesus. 
      In the p.m. worship I preached on 
the parables found in Luke 15, “The Lost 
Sheep,” “The Lost Coin,” and “The Lost 
Son.” The story of the prodigal son tells 
us how a young man who is lost finds 
his way home. 

 n April 18: Sunday night Madolyn and 
I visited with the West President church 
of Christ in Greenwood, MS. Luke Quinn 
is the minister there. Luke has been in 
Greenwood for almost two years. He is 
a graduate of MSOP. It was good to see 
him and visit with the good folks there. 
The church is served by four elders and 
has about 120 in attendance. 
Luke began a series of lessons on the 
Gospel of John. He considered John 
1:1-5. He emphasized the connection 
between Genesis 1 and John 1. He gave 
an interesting discussion of Jesus as 
the word of God. He said that we want 
a relationship with God that is real. He 
emphasized that we must study the 
word so we can recognize Jesus when 
we see him. It was a good lesson, and 
we enjoyed our visit. 

 n April 25: Madolyn and I visited with 
the 7th Street church of Christ in Co-
lumbus, MS. Paul Bennett is the pulpit 
minister. He has been with the con-
gregation for 18 years serving as their 
youth minister and the last two years 
as their preacher. The church is served 
by 6 elders and 3 ministers. They are 
involved in several ministries in the
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Debbie and Tim McCarter

Gene Barrett, Doug Segars, and Davis 
Franklin

Josh McCrary and Cody Hardin

Bridget and Reed Swindle

Continued on the next page
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 community and support several mis-
sion works. They have an active youth 
program and campus ministry. They just 
began their in-person Bible classes. 
      Paul taught the auditorium class. He 
has been teaching a series of lessons on 
the Gospel of John. They were in Chapter 
7 where 
Jesus 
claims 
to be the 
living 
water. In 
the Gospel 
of John, 
Jesus will 
perform 
a miracle 
or make 
a claim and the people will misinterpret 
it. Paul gave several links to information 
about the significance of the Feast of 
Booths to the ministry of Jesus. It was an 
interesting lesson. 

Honor the life and/or memory of a loved one by giving to the Magnolia Messenger. 
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CSC study group

Special Report on CSC at MDCC: The spring semester ended in April at MDCC. We 
had a good group to come to our last Wednesday night Bible study at the CSC. We 
started in April having in-person studies at the Student Center. All the students are 
sophomores, so next fall we will begin with all new students. We will begin with a 
two-week blitz of activities to reach out to the campus. Please be praying for us as 
we plan for the fall school year.  

      In the worship Paul presented a les-
son on foolish choices that people make. 
He entitled it, “Following the Crowd 
Seemed Like a Good Idea at the Time.” 
It was a great lesson on the importance 
of perseverance as a Christian. He gave 

several examples from scripture of 
godly people who did not stay faithful 
in the face of some trial. I enjoyed hear-
ing Paul speak and meeting the church 
family at 7th Street. It is a great congre-
gation. MM

Paul and Sara Bennett
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IN MEMORY OF 
BOBBIE NELL PASS

Gay Jackson
(Louisville, MS)

GENE PERSINGER
Barbara Persinger

(DeRidder, LA)

MR. & MRS. BILL JACKSON
MILLIE O’DELL 

SINGLETON
DEBBIE HOWES

Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

BONNIE CATHERINE 
HADDOCK

MARY JANE HADDOCK
David Haddock

(Clinton, MS)

NOLA BALENTINE
Scotty Balentine

(Florence, AL)

JOAN DEES
TERRY SLATTON

James & Sharon Gaskin
(Haleyville, AL)

RICHARD GUSS 
BROWN, JR.
Shannon Brown

(Jackson, MS)

JERRY MALEARE
Mr. & Mrs. James Richey

(Columbia, TN)

ALPHA LITTLE
JAN MINCH
Grace Thomas

(Amory, MS)

DANIEL MOSLEY
LaNona Mosley

(Dunlap, TN)

EVIE G. & JOHN W. SMITH
Terry & Rhenda Miltner

(Coldwater, MS)

KEN JOINS
Linda Howell

(Fayetteville, GA)
Mal & Jean Mauney

(Memphis, TN)
Randy & Alice Denton

(Lake Cormorant, MS)
Richard & Claudette Williams

(Olive Branch, MS)

DEBBIE HUDSON
Bobbie Pedigo
(Prattville, AL)

JAMES GARY CHOWNS
Duke & Donna Tobia

(Rayville, LA)

LARRY BERRY
James & Sharon Gaskin

(Haleyville, AL)

VELMA EDWARDS 
CRAWFORD

Carolyn Stanford
(Coldwater, MS)

AL FRANKS
PAUL FRANKS

PHILIP FRANKS
Michele Elliott

(Ripley, MS)
John Dean

(Pittsburgh, PA)

ROD TATE
BUDDY BAKER
John & Beth Pigg

(Ridgeland, MS)

GENE PERRY
Barbara Perry
(Huntingdon, TN)

DEWEY LAWRENCE
Franks Chevrolet

(Kosciusko, MS)
Janie Wallace
(Kosciusko, MS)

Tommy & Pat Gray
(Kosciusko, MS)

Scott & Dana Sides
(Hartselle, AL)

AL FRANKS
PAUL FRANKS

PHILIP FRANKS
Sue Barnett

(Crystal Springs, MS)

MARY O’NEAL 
Gloster St Fellowship Bible Class

(Tupelo, MS)

CLARE MCGAUGHY
Evelyn White
(Booneville, MS)

WILLIAM BAKER
FAYE NUCKOLLS

Frances Baker
(Henderson, TN)

YVONNE JACKSON
Mary & Raymond Spears

(Lake Charles, LA)

IRA RILEY
Florine Riley

(Hohenwald, TN)

BETTY TOMLINSON
Donna McCasland

(Adamsville, TN)

ALICE KING
MIRIAM HOLCOMB

W.E. & Judy Walker
(Clinton, MS)

DON & KAY ADAMS
Faye Adams Stanford

(Byhalia, MS)

PHILIP FRANKS
Jack & Lori Vaughn

(Baton Rouge, LA)

 LARRY WALLACE
Janie Wallace
(Kosciusko, MS)

PHILIP FRANKS
Vera Spencer

(Byram, MS)

IN HONOR 
LES & MARGIE FERGUSON

Janie Wallace
(Kosciusko, MS)

BELINDA KLAR  
Nelma Hazlip
(Natchez, MS)

PreciousMemoriesDonald “Rod” Tate
Former President of MBC
      Donald “Rod” Tate, age 81, of 
Sulligent, AL, passed away Wednes-
day, March 31, 2021, at his residence. 
Rod was born on November 23, 
1939, in Carbon Hill, AL. Rod be-
came a preacher and preached for 
the next fifty plus years. He would 

also teach and 
administratively 
lead Bible Colleges 
associated with the 
church. Magnolia 
Bible College in 
Kosciusko, MS, was 
organized in 1976, 

and Rod became the first president. 
Rod was also a faculty member and 
served as Assistant to the President 
at International Bible College in 
Florence, AL. Rod was married to the 
former Mimi Shanley for almost 60 
years. They were blessed with three 
children, Tammy, Roddy, and Joey, 
and were foster parents to about 
twenty children. Mimi said, “She 
and Rod had worked hand in hand 
in over twenty five churches and 
communities.” 
      We extend our deepest sympa-
thy to Mimi and the entire family of 
Rod Tate.

George Jesse 
“Buddy” Baker 
Aug. 25, 1937-Dec. 28, 2020
     Buddy was born in Eastman, GA, 
on August 25, 1937, and passed away 
December 28, 2020, at the age of 83. 
Buddy served as pulpit minister for a 
number of churches across Alabama, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee. He 
also served as a missionary in East 
Kilbride, Scotland.   Buddy served in 
the early stages of Magnolia Bible 
College in Public relations. He was a 
staff member at Heritage Christian 

University and 
Faulkner Universi-
ty. We extend our 
deepest sympathy 
to Billie Faye, his 
wife of 61 years, 
and to his children, 
Ben Baker (Leigh), 

Laura Weaver (Terry), his grandchil-
dren and one great grandson.

Send all mail, address changes, 
and new subscriptions to:

MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
P. O. Box 1578

Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090
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June Franks Booker 
662-289-3559

franksmm@aol.com

Glenda Franks
 662-792-2800

glendafranks@yahoo.com

VISIT OUR
 NEW WEBSITE:

magnoliamessengermag.com



A CHRISTIAN'S JOURNEY INTO ETERNITY
HEAVEN
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Quotes from the book
by Dennis Doughty

ETERNITY
“When we pass from this world to the next, Father Time 

gives way to Mother Eternity. Eternity is the absence of time. 
Whatever it is that we will do in Heaven, we will 
do it in a world no longer ruled by clocks.  The 
joys we experience there, time can never bring to 
an end. Whoever we love there we can hold to 
them forever.  The angels will surround us in a 
place where time has never been, nor will ever be. 
Gabriel does not wear a watch.

“Can you imagine a world not controlled 
by the spinning of the earth? Can you imagine 
living where 31 days are not a month, where 
12 months are not a year, or 60 minutes not an 
hour? Of course you can’t! Nor can I. But this 
is the world we are headed to. A place where 
time simply does not exist, where we will 
join with God and live a day as if it were a 
thousand years and a thousand years as if it 
were a day.  We will find ourselves in that eternity 
Christians have sung about for hundreds of years as our voices 
proclaim: When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright 
shining as the sun; We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than 
when we first begun.”

THE SPIRITUAL WORLD
 “There is much that goes on in the spiritual world that does 

not involve us, such as the battle in Heaven between Satan and 
Michael (Rev. 12:7).  But there is constant interaction between the 
physical world and the spiritual. More than we could ever know.

 “However, because we cannot see spiritual beings with our 
physical eyes, we are unaware of this interaction.  We can only 
be aware through the eye of faith.  Even today angels are busy 
responding to prayers to the Father (Ac 12: 5-7). Satan is walk-
ing about our earth seeking a careless life to overcome with his 
temptations (1 Pe 5:8).

 Around God’s throne a party is being held for a person on 
earth who has repented (Lu 15:7). In Paradise the "souls" of the 
prophets gather by Abraham’s side to discuss salvation (1 Pe 1:10, 
11). Meanwhile, God keeps a close eye on his creation, at times 

leaving his throne to attend the funeral of a fallen sparrow (Mt. 
10:29).” 

LONGING FOR HEAVEN
 “Nothing we have on this earth, no matter how rich we are, 

could ever give us what Heaven offers. No matter how wealthy 
we are we should develop a longing for Heaven, for it is far better 

than anything we could ever know here. 
“After one or two hundred years, everything you 

own now will be decayed, trashed, and torn down or 
in disrepair. In twenty years your car will probably be 
in the junk yard.  How many homes in your town are 
over a hundred years old? 

“One hundred and one years from now the mem-
ory of your existence on this earth will be little more 
than a name on a tombstone and a line on a family 
tree. The only thing that will last is the treasure you lay 
up in Heaven (Matt.6:19-21). Your faith, good deeds, 
love of God’s word, and worship of the Almighty will 
be remembered and rewarded forever in that eternal city 
foursquare!”

HEAVEN’S HOMECOMING
“Our hearts will skip a beat at the sound of the trum-

pet. Our hands will drop what they are holding. Our eyes will 
look to the heavens. Our tired feet will rise never to touch earth 
again.  Our aging bodies will be changed. Joining Moses or Paul, 
or mother or brother, we shall join hands and fly away through the 
gates of that heavenly city.

“Then and there the righteous of God-- those cleansed by 
the blood of the lamb, those blessed martyrs, and great preachers, 
and humble servants, and teachers of little children, and leaders 
of great churches, and those who have served fifty years in the 
mission field, and those baptized just the day before-- will all walk 
hand in hand onto the street of gold singing a new song. This will 
be Heaven's great homecoming!” MM

Read it, and it will whet your appetite, increase your desire, and enlighten you 
even more about that wonderplace that God calls Home.  Dennis has given us a 

masterful combination of information and inspiration in this great work.”
-Dale Jenkins, minister, Spring Meadows church of Christ

Order from: 21st Century Christian Bookstore 
Nashville, Tennessee 800.251.2477



is for FAITHFUL.  Fathers should be faithful to God 
first, then to their families.  As a child growing up, I 
didn’t have to worry about my father and mother not 
being faithful to each other. They realized marriage was 
for life or “until death do us part.”

is for AFFECTION.  There were a lot of worldly 
possessions that I did not have as a child, but I didn’t 
realize it at the time.  The greatest of all possessions 
was to experience the warmth and love of both my

                         father and mother.  The bumper sticker asks “Have
                         you hugged your kid today?”

is for TIME.  We hear so much about time, and rightly 
so.  There is nothing equal to the fact that a father 
should spend time with his children. Little Johnny or 
little Suzie will be grown before you know it.  

is for HERITAGE.  What are you as a father leaving 
behind for your children? Have you worked above and 
beyond to give your child material things, but neglect-
ed their spiritual well being?  The greatest heritage a 
son or daughter could have would be the

                        privilege of having a Christian father.  

is for EXAMPLE.  As you know, your example is 
powerful.  My own father’s example as a kind, com-
passionate man has influenced me greatly.  Also his 
example in regular church attendance instilled within 
me the great importance of putting the church first.  

is for REPROVE.  Reprove means to correct or to 
rebuke.  So often we as parents believe that if we rep-
rimand our children that we do not love them, but the 
Bible teaches right the opposite.  Fathers have a
great responsibility to see that their children are 

                         brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

Summer 2021 /  Magnolia Messenger  n  29

by Robert Rawson
     WE ARE IN MIDDLE OF Base-
ball season and we are in the 
throes of the sport of baseball. 
It’s not that this sport takes the 
place of football, but it’s the 
change as seasons come and 
go. It’ll not be long till the World 
Series will be played for us. In 
fact, preparation began way 
back in February, the pitchers 
and catchers started practice 
so their legs and arms 
would be in shape 
for the season 
by the middle of 
February. Games 
were played by 
the end of Feb-
ruary, and teams 
from ‘up north’ 
would travel 
south for warmer 
weather and play 
teams to begin their 
season, and they were getting 
ready for the College World 
Series even at that time.

    WHERE DOES EXERCISE fit 
into the picture for this sport, 
as they begin preparation? 
What happens to a potential 
player who 'comes out’ not in 
shape? In fact, most successful 
baseball players are ‘working 
out’ now and playing the game 
with coaching, which corrects 
mistakes in fielding and helps 
the players with the curve ball 
hitting, which is so necessary for 
the October Series as the sport 
enjoys the highlight of the year.

    IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, are 
we ‘out of shape?' Is it not a 
tragic situation? Note Hebrews 
12: “and let us run with patience, 
the race which is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus, the author 
and the finisher of our faith.” No 
one can get back into shape with 
an all-out effort from one day to 
the next. This will result in too 

much being done too soon and 
possibly suffer an unplanned 
injury, or another event might 
be 'burning out' for sure. 
     But, with patience in the 
preparation, and increasing 
endurance as he goes, soon he 
will be in shape. Now then, let 
us renew exercise today with 
a renewed zeal for the under-
standing of the Gospel (Romans 
1:16) as the "power of God unto 

salvation," as Paul was 
inspired to write, 

and let us also fit 
into our daily 
activities the 
location of the 
six areas Paul 
wrote about to 
Timothy when 
he noted "be 

thou an example 
of the believer" (1 

Timothy 4:12), in words 
you say, in the manner of life 
(your conversation), which you 
show to others, in love of God, 
charity for those in need in zeal 
for life, the spirit of life, in faith 
as you labor and show to others 
you believe God is with you in 
the work being done, and finally, 
in purity of character in your life 
so you won't be accused success-
fully of being a worldly young 
man who can never be trusted 
by others to live a pure life.
     By exercising ourselves to 
know the Gospel, and by pro-
viding an example to others of 
the faithful life, we will be better 
prepared to influence someone 
successfully to obey the Gospel 
now, as we have done in former 
days. Let us get into shape in 
knowledge as well as making a 
decision to be a faithful example 
of the converted life to others. 
MM
Robert Rawson, Crockett church of 
Christ, 7484 Hwy 4 West Senatobia, 
MS 38668.
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Father’s Day
Happy

for the Season

"be thou an example 
of the believer" 

1 Timothy 4:12

   Remodeling or Building?
     National Interior Furnishings, Inc

(A Single Source Provider for Churches)
• Pews • Pew Cushions • Pew Upholstery • Commercial Carpet 

• Pew Chairs • Steeples • Stained Glass • Baptistries • Furnishings 
for Classrooms, Nurseries, and  Fellowship Halls 

Furnished over 100 congregations in 20 states 
Representing over 40 quality manufacturers

Rick Jones at 1-888-798-6481
churchfurniture@mail.com

P. O. Box 1282 • Iuka, Mississippi 38852



The Songs of Heaven
      As here on earth, so too in Heaven 
we will praise God with song. There may 
be others, but we know of two songs that 
we will sing. As John was given a glimpse 
into Heaven he said; "and they sang a new 
song before the throne" (Re. 14:3).  A 
chapter later we are told that "they sang 
the song of Moses" (Re. 15:3).
      After being delivered from the slavery 
of Egypt, walking across the Dead Sea on 
dry ground, and having escaped the hand 
of Pharaoh, Moses wrote a song "and the 
sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD 
(Ex. 15:1).  The song takes up 18 verses. 
"The LORD is my strength and song, 
and He has become my salvation," Moses 
wrote. "Pharaoh's chariots and his army 
He has cast into the sea." 
     Why will we sing this song in Heaven?  
Because it is a song of deliverance.  We, 
too, have crossed over from a slavery to 
sin to Salvation and a new life of free-
dom. Like our own salvation, Israel was 
"baptized in the cloud and in the sea" 
and they drank from a "spiritual rock that 
followed them, and that rock was Christ" 
(1 Co. 10:1-3). Moses' voice proclaimed, 
"You had led the people whom You have 
redeemed; In Your strength You have 
guided them to Your holy habitation." 
(Ex. 15:13). We will sing these same 
words as we march into the eternal City 
of gold.   

“Only Heaven Knows”
     In a satirical look at a visit from the 
archangel Michael, in a 1996 fantasy 
movie of that name, one of the characters 
writes this verse in a song she is writing; 
“I was sitting in the middle of nowhere by 
the side of the road. Where was my angel 
then? Only Heaven knows.” 
      Michael is the most prominent of 
the angels throughout scripture. He is 
described as the “Principal” or “Arch” 
messenger from God, who is our main 
defender from the devil and his angels. 
He waged war against Satan, casting 
him “down to the earth” (Re. 12:7-9), he 
contended with the devil over the body 
of Moses ( Jude 9), and fought off Satan 
so another angel could answer a prayer of 
Daniel (Da. 10:10-21).
      Angels, those awesome messengers 
from God, are more involved in our lives 
than we know. They fly swiftly to the side 
of hospital beds, above any battlefield, and 
to weary souls “in the middle of nowhere 
by the side of the road,” to lift our spirits. 
They answer our prayers or carry away 
loved ones into Abraham’s bosom. Angels 
are “ministering spirits, sent out to render 
service for the sake of those who will 
inherit salvation” (He. 1:14). What are 
they doing now around you, for you, and 
in defending you from evil?  Only Heaven 
knows!   

   -Dennis Doughty
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The Berean Children’s Home 
is funded through donations from individuals and churches. If you, your church, or business would be interested in helping 
with this work, please contact us.  We are a registered 501 c(3) nonprofit organization under the Internal Revenue code and
 a registered charity in the state of Mississippi. Therefore, all donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.
Director: Andrew Redd  601-754-4138
 Office Phone:  601-823-5776

Office Hours: Monday - Friday    
8:30 am-4:30 pm
Fax:  601-823-5997

Email: bereanchildrenshome@cableone.net
Website:  bereanhome.org
Facebook: Berean Children’s Home
Twitter: @bereanhome

Berean Children’s Home
1180 Berea Tr SE
Bogue Chitto MS 39629

Our mission at Berean Children’s Home is to provide children with a loving home and to assist 
each child to mature spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically.

We are looking for a set of House Parents for our Home and if anyone is interested please contact me at my cell number or personal email.

I started writing this weekly column for our class newsletter. Now sixteen years later, it has grown to over seven hundred 
readers each week.  These short articles are designed for bulletin use, and are also a good source for devotional and 
sermon material. If you would like to start getting it each week, send me an email at dennis1848@bellsouth.net  -dd

JMB

Young Ladies!!
TRAINING PROVERBS 31 

SIGN UP FOR CAMP MORIAH TODAY. 
Attention all young ladies, 

Camp Moriah--a free summer camp
still has a few spots left.

      This camp has been designed to help 
young ladies develop into Proverbs 31 
women. So, if you would like to spend 
a week of your summer learning how 
to serve God better, if you would like 
to study what platforms God gives you 
to use your talents, if you would like to 
have a better understanding of what 
your talents are, then camp Moriah is 
the place to be! Camp Moriah will be 
hosted at the Little Mountain Ministry 
Camp facility near Winchester, TN, on 
June 20-25, and is 100% free of charge! 
Sheila Butt will be the main speaker for 
the week.  Apply at www.littlemountain-
ministries.com and look for the Camp 
Moriah tab at the top! Its going to be 
an incredible week for God! (If you have 
additional questions please contact 
Carla Michael).

Little Mountain Ministries
littlemountainministries.com

Get your reservations in 
early for next year.  

Next year's camp is June 19-22, 2022

“A FAMILY with a HEART”



  1.  James Bricker
  2.  Mary Grigsby
  3.  James Thornton
  4.  Sandy Dean
  5.  Janice Beam
  6.  Michael Euer
  7.  Dr. Rhea Forum
  8.  Mary Brannan
  9.  Lynell Garlington
10. Sylvester & 
       Linda Burton
11.  Garry Gooch
12.  Vera Spencer
13.  Sarah Dantzler
14.  Charlane Stanfield
15.  Beverly Miles
16.  Mary Ann Peoples
17.  Shelvie McGuire
18.  Rosie Felton
19.  Sherry Gordon
20.  Bobbie Loggins
21.  Nancy Floyd
22.  William Pyron
23.  Herschel Ford
24.  Bonnie Howell
25.  Edward Yancey
26.  Barbara Skrobak
27.  Minnie Garner
28.  Peggy Vinson
29.  Tommy &
        Peggy Shull
30.  James Thornton
31.  Betty VanBuren
32.  Janice Galloway
33.  Karen Williams
34.  Mattie Ann Owens
35.  Janie Green
36.  Jerry Fleming
37.  Barbara Strange
38.  Scotty Balentine
39.  Charlene Jent
40.  Admiral & 
        Ruth Tidwell
41.  Foster Ownes
42.  Sharon Praytor
43.  Dot Winslett
44.  Brenda Redd
45.  Daniel Carter
46.  Freeman Joseph
47.  Blaise Fernandez
48.  Paul Pounds
49.  Anne Shelton
50.  Laura Brannon
51.   Betty Bryant
52.  Shirley Carroll

53.  Brenda Green
54.  Joyce King
55.  Robert Thompson
56.  Sue Fisher
57.  Tishia Williams
58.  Evelyn Netterville
59.  Maggie Edmonds
60.  Bert Tingle
61.  Betty Skinner
62.  Christene Holliday
63.  Exie Motes
64.  Stan 
       Neuenschwander
65.  Stacey Hawkins
66.  Melinda Hawkins
67.  Gregory Hawkins
68.  Grace Grant
69.  Doralynn Felton
70.  Glenda Wilson
71.  Kathy Perry
72.  Ann Kimble
73.  Belinda Escoubas
74.  Artis Hinton
75.  Linda Keirn
76.  Alice Humphries
77.  Linda McKay
78.  Sharon Dantzler
79.  Don Lee
80.  Ann Hulsey
81.  Sandy Dean
82.  Mary McDonald
83.  John Brooks
84.  Vera Winfrey
85.  Diane Dunaway
86.  Gloria Houck
87.  Cathey Roberson
88.  Bonnie Skates
89.  Claude Edwards
90.  Jesse Brent
91.  Loretha Widger
92.  Dorothy Mallett
93.  Jim & Judy Hill
94.  Merlene Scott
95.  Ira & Florine Riley
96.  Joe Holmes
97.  Betty Stanford
98.  Vivian Covington
99.  Ora Gladney
100.  Mable Hodges
101.  Nathan Bugg
102.  Denice Agee
103.  Velva Dykes
104.  Roy Gambrell
105.  Rachel Pruitt
106.  Donnie Gulley

107.  Brady Walton
108.  Irene Wright
109.  Beulah Binkley
110.  Leah Bishop
111.  Pat Shadle
112.  Claude Faught
113.  Sherry Townsend
114.  Deidre McBride
115.  Patricia Glover
116.  Mr. & Mrs. Arthur
        Burnett
117.  Ryleigh Holliday
118.  Jada Burnett
119.  Ashley McMillian
120.  Kadence McMillian
121.  Levi Burnett
122.  Seth Burnett
123.  Luccile & 
         Eddie Clark
124.  Doris Darnell
125.  Mary Dyer
126.  Emily Overton
127.  Alice Dempsey
128.  John Iverson, Sr.
129.  Betty Spears
130.  Idna Eddington
131.  Ruby Windham
132.  Glenda & 
         Danny Wooldrige
133.  Princess Watson
134.  Charlotte Vandiver
135.  Michael Harvill
136.  Lucille Jackson
137.  Eva Almon
138.  Ellen Welsh
139.  Louise Gavien
140.  Lillie Williams
141.  Rick Bishop
142.  Billy Willingham
143.  Betty Blair
144.  Paul & 
         Diann O’Guin
145.  Pamela Loving
146.  Altha McKinney
147.  Eddie Vermillion
148.  Jim Vermillion
149.  Ruby King
150.  Lisa Dearman
151.  Mary Ellen Patrick
152.  Phyllis Spiers
153.  Claranett Hathorn
154.  R L Clark, Sr.
155.  Barbara Baker
156.  William Free
157.  Betty Harris

158.  Troy Thompson
159.  Margaret Teague
160.  Thomas Forrest, Sr.
161.  Gail Saxon
162.  Fran Williams
163.  Carolyn Olson
164.  Lois Nielson
165.  Lew Faulkner
166.  Dillie Horton
167.  Fran Westmoreland
168.  Saundra Wilkes
169.  Claude Williams
170.  Rachel Valentin
171.  Lee Ehret
172.  Fannie Johnson
173.  Kimberly Easterling
174.  Wilda Pounds
175.  Cheri Moore
176.  Althea House
177.  Sherian Martin
178.  William Langford
179.  Twyanna Wallace
180.  Iris Posey
181.  Mary Grigsby
182.  Wilma Lakey
183.  Amy Hutson
184.  Dorothy Brunson
185.  Danny Stacks
186.  Mary Williams
187.  Fredrick Alan Jones
188.  Ray Parham
189.  Sherron Dixon
190.  Carole Shelby
191.  Vickie Comer
192.  Peggy Engel
193.  Kittie Edwards
194.  Luther Williams
195.  Matalin Hollenhead
196.  Brooke Murphy
197.  Emma Thompson
198.  Silas Nygard
199.  Dawson Davis
200.  Easton Davis
201.  Barry Cole
202.  Rileigh Hammons
203.  William. & 
          Atlean Snow
204.  Gwendolyn Bryant
205.  Sue Mason
206.  Ken Hawthorne
207.  Joe Arnold
208.  Charlotte Langley
209.  Carrie McGrone
210.  Jerry Redd
211.  Ann Cockroft

212.  Glenda Kees
213.  Mary Turner
214.  Rosa Sanders
215.  Alberta Fuller
216.  Linda Carroll
217.  Gertha Small
218.  Julius Lee wales
219.  Linda Howell
220.  Kathy Brewer
221.  Jeremiah & 
         Shelia Woodard
222.  Jeremiah 
          Woodard, Jr.
223.  Beris & 
          Nicole Womack
224.  Ma’Nia Womack &
          Bralan Womack
225.  Geneva Baird
226.  Veartis Reed
227.  Jean Lewis
228.  Martha Enoch
229.  Doyce Britt
230.  Charlotte Ritter
231.  Ed Lyon
232.  Bill Moore
233.  Joseph Bolden
234.  Gary Willis
235.  Linda Cook
236.  Glenda Jefcoat
237.  Carolyn Garrett
238.  Carolyn Ware
239.  Hilda Laster
240.  Bertha 
          Rockingham King
241.  Frankie Willaims
242.  Sandra Sturdivant
243.  Faye Stanford
244.  Mary Adams
245. Terry Miltner
246.  Rhenda Miltner
247.  Kenneth Harris
248.  Roxann Stewart
249.  Purity Cole
250.  Joyce Swain
251.  Ruby Wright
252.  Wayne & 
          Carol Rigdon
253.  Thelma Talbert
254.  June Faulkner
255.  Sandra Morris
256.  Lisa Dettor
257.  Imogene Grayson
258.  Carol Bonner
259.  Patrilla Maddox
260.  Bethany Stephens

261.  Annie Mae Pipkin
262.  Paul & Elsie Bryson
263.  Billye Wiygul
264.  Mary Mann
265.  Dr. Rhea Forum
266.  Bernita Booker
267.  Nancy Akers
268.  Grace Childers
269.  Shelia Hall
270.  Roscoe Slate
271.  Catherine Hollie
272.  Jennetta McCroy
273.  Bonnie Dixon
274.  Albert & 
         Earline Boyd
275.  Michelle Simpson
276.  Sarah Hill
277.  Michael Barnes
278.  Mark Hayden
279.  Dealie York
280.  William Smith
281.  Perkins Cochran
282.  Wanda Cochran
283.  Loretha Widger
284.  Ginny Luther
285.  Bobbye Nunnally
286.  Bobby Brown
287.  Mary King
288.  Brailey Bryan
289.  Carolyn Harvill
290.  Natalie Stewart
291.  Nan Conley
292.  Velma Isom
293.  Carolyn Miller
294.  Wanda Orman
295.  Michele Elliott
296.  Dorothy Banks
297.  Greg Ward
298.  Nellie Lester
299.  Beulah Rupert
300.  Joyce Talbert
301.  Linda Swan
302.  Darryl Sterling
303.  Pat Moore
304.  Dee Kepler
305.  Carolyn Stanford
306.  Earlean Williams
307.  Wes & Rhoda Jeans
308.  Gloria Wilborn
309.  Charles Norwood
310.  Beverly Miles
311.  Shelia Williams
312.  Peggy Wroten
313.  Daniel Mott
314.  Gay Null
315.  Nadine Patton
316.  Jane Kuykendall
317.  Carolyn Perry
318.  Frank Winding, Jr.
319.  Sandra Grisham
320.  Lynn Grisham
321.  Reagan Hall
322.  Alyvia Brumfield
323.  Nell Tipton
324.  Mary Jacobs
325.  Peggy Hartman

326.  Bruce Blakemore
327.  Kathie Bordelon
328.  Marie Lively
329.  Bobby Lively
330.  Tommy & 
          Nell Lawson
331.  Jessie Allen
332.  Clara Allen
333.  Thelma Tucker
334.  Mary Lewis
335.  Dorothy Grantham
336.  Mary Jo Mullican
337.  Alicyn Denton
338.  Betty Shackelford
339.  Carolyn Wren
340.  Bobbie Clayborn
341.  Charlotte Rauchle
342.  Marie Tronnier
343.  Sidney & 
          Jean Clemmer
344.  Theresa Henderson
345.  Regina Morton
346.  Channing 
          Ashbaough
347.  Meriedith Peek
348.  James Bricker
349.  Maverick, Shane &
          Shane French
350.  Valerie Sykes
351.  Mitchell Gurley
352.  Judy Gurley
353.  Kelly Key
354.  Dee Collier
355.  Rosie Lee Odoms
356.  Teresa Lee 
357.  Josephine Carter
358.  Lawrence Horn
359.  Ainsley McKinney &
          Averi McKinney
360.  Toni Burnett
361.  Linda Sue 
         Kennamore
362.  Carla Owen
363.  Flossie Lee 
         Hernandez
364.  Nettie Doss
365.  Elizabeth Todd
366.  Frances Baker
367.  S Berryhill white
368.  Dorothy Wynn
369.  Shelia Ganier
          Williams
370.  Mack Watts, Jr.
371.  Gwen Byrd
372.  Martha Leggett
373.  Sidney Humbles
374.  Michael Harvill
375.  Rosie Taylor
376.  William McCormick
377.   Jenny Thompson
378.   Kay Bramlett
379.   Patsy Howard
380. Jewell Trice

These Sent In Answers to QB, Last Issue 
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Vivian Covington
Montgomery AL

NEW BIBLE 

 Winner!
Recent 
Bible 
Winner  
Mary Dyer
Red Bay, AL

Congratulations



Question Box June 2021

South Huntington Street
Church of Christ
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090

Please Send Your Answers To Us
(Print your name... Please. Thank you!)

Name: _______________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

City: ____________________________ State: _______________

Zip:_______________   Phone: ___________________________

NOTICE:  Each person who sends in answers will be recognized in the next issue 
of the “MM” (see page 31). ALSO, by random drawing, the name of ONE student 

will be selected to receive a beautiful New Study Bible. 

“The Question Box”
P. O. Box 1578   •    Kosciusko, MS 39090

MESSENGER Addresses: Changes or Additions:       Send info to:  glendafranks@yahoo.com

Prepared by Glenn & Beth Beall, foyfoyirish@gmail.com

1.  Where will God Himself be (v3)? _______________
2. “…God will wipe away every tear from their [our] eyes.” 
(v4) What will we no longer experience there?
______________________
3. What is the reward for being faithful and obedient (v7)? 
____________________________________________
4. What is the second death (v8)? __________________
5. Who will NOT be in Heaven (v8)? _________________
____________________________________________
6.“...the new Jerusalem" (v10) is described in verses 12-21. 
Using verses 12-14, fill in the blanks below (paraphrased):  
a great high _____ with __ gates____ angels at the gates 
with the names of the ____ tribes of the ___________ of 
Israel on the gates. In every direction there were ______ 
gates. Each gate was made of ______. There were _____ 
foundations with the names of the _____apostles of the 
Lamb.
7. The city was ______ in length, breadth, and height (v16).
8. What came from the throne of God and of the Lamb 
(22:1)? ___________________________
9. How many streets are mentioned (22:2)? _________

10. What was lost in Genesis 3, but will be regained in 
Heaven?  ________________ What will it bear and why? 
(22:2) ________________________________________
11. What will the servants of God and the Lamb do (22:3)? 
___________________________________________
12. Why will there be no night, or no need of lamps or 
sunlight (21:23; 22:5)? ________________________
13. Jesus makes five “I am” statements using 5 different 
phrases, all meaning the same (22:13 & 16):   
the ____________ and the ____________
the ____________ and the ____________
the ____________ and the ____________
the ____________ and the ____________ of  David
the ____________ and ______________   _________.
14. In 22:14, those who do God’s commandments are 
blessed with “the right” to what two things? _________ 
and _____________
15. Much of what we are shown in these scriptures seems 
to be physical, but we know it will not be “earthly physi-
cal”. More important than what we will “see” is “who” will 
be there, “how” we will be, “how” we will feel, and what we 
will do. Write your own thoughts about Heaven below.
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________ 

Read Revelation   21:1-7, 10-27; 22:1-5, 13-14

(NKJV)

HEAVEN


