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From

This time last year I was busy serving as “interim” editor of this
publication. I had told Miss June that I would help put together an
issue honoring brother Al. His death, a week before, had left us all
in shock, but I knew that he would have wanted the Messenger to
go on without him.
I had a lot going on at the time, as my mom had died on a
Saturday, just two days before Al’s tragic accident. In his last email
to me on Sunday night, after preaching that day in Kosciusko, he
expressed his condolences to me on my mom’s passing. Thinking
of others was typical of him. Twenty-four hours later he too was
gone. Their funerals would be on the same day.
While putting together the last issue of the year, honoring the
life and work of Al Franks, I did not know if this would be the last
issue of the Magnolia Messenger. Many of you wondered as well.
It would have been appropriate if the last issue honored its beloved
founder and editor, and then faded away into the fog of church
history. But it did not. Not because of us. But, because of you.
Those of us who work on this paper, Al’s team, were all committed to carry on. But we agreed that we could not do so unless
the funds continued, unless you, individuals and churches, had a
commitment to keep this ministry going. You answered our concerns with your cards and letters, your calls and prayers, and your
dollars and cents.
So here we are a year later, the Magnolia Messenger has
continued to “provoke unto love and good works.” The dream of Al

Franks, and
his son Paul,
has not
died, but
ignited a new commitment in all of us to keep this paper
in print. May God continue to bless us together in this work.

SPECIAL TOPICS

After honoring the life of Paul Franks with the Spring issue
this year, we dedicated the other issues to some special topics: the
summer issue on the plan of salvation, the spring issue on prayer,
and now this winter issue on the church. In doing so we have
brought into the paper some new writers, which has helped to
spread the scope and influence of the Messenger. Thanks to all of
you who have responded to our request for articles and information.
In this issue, during this pandemic, I think it good that we reflect upon the importance of the Lord’s church. While our earthly
bodies are vulnerable to disease, the Lord’s body is not. The church,
“which he purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28), gives us
the support and hope needed to survive difficult days. Turn these
pages and be reminded of the importance of this blood-bought
institution. MM
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the Church
... those who have been called out of the
darkness of sin by obeying the gospel!

by Andy Erwin

The word “church” is used for
the first time in the New Testament
in Matthew 16:18. From this text we
learn at least three important facts: (1)
Christ is the builder of the church. (2)
The church belongs to Christ. And,
(3) the gates of hades (“gates of death,”
Ps 9:13; Job 17:16; Job 38:17) would
not prevail against His establishing
His church. Two predominating uses
of the word “church” include: (1) a
universal application to the church at
large; and (2) the local application to
a particular congregation. Wherever and whenever the church is
spoken about in the New Testament, it belonged to Christ – it was
a church of Christ. The church in its entirety belongs to Christ. He
said it is “My church.” The church individually–congregationally–
also belongs to Christ. These are “churches of Christ.” The church
is the called out assembly that belongs to the Lord.
“Kuriakos”–“belonging to the Lord”–is the Greek word from
which our English word “church” is derived. The church is the
house of the Lord (1Tim 3:15; Heb 3:1-6; 1Pet 2:5). The church
is the “household of faith” (Gal 6:10). To belong to the house of
the Lord is to belong to “the church of the Lord” (as Acts 20:28
is worded in the ASV). The church is the temple of God (Eph
2:19-20). God does not dwell in temples made with hands (Acts
17:24), but He does dwell within the temple of the body of Christ
collectively (1Cor 3:16-17) and every Christian’s body individually
(1Cor 6:19-20). It is in this possessive sense that Paul speaks of the
churches of Christ (Rom 16:16), i.e. churches belonging to Christ.
The church is the ekklesia. “Ekklesia” is a compound word
from “klesis” “to call” and “ek” “out of.” Thus, the word literally
means “the called out” and denotes an “assembly.” For an assembly
to occur, the people must first be called. The church has been called
out of the world by God’s word to form the assembly and spiritual body of Christ (Col 1:13; 1Thess 2:12; 1Pet 2:5, 9-10; 2Tim
1:9-10). The gospel is the calling to which those now in the church

have responded obediently (Rom 1:16; 2 Thess 2:14; Eph 3:6). The
gospel is the very “voice” of Christ which compels men to follow as
His disciples ( John 10:27; John 8:31-32).
The idea of being a called-out assembly respects our relationship with the world. We are in the world, but not of the world.
While remaining in the world, we have been called out of the
world to proclaim His praises (1Pet 2:9). The church is assembled
on earth in the spiritual body of Christ and will someday forever
be assembled with Christ in Heaven (1Thess 4:16-18).
The church is God’s kingdom upon earth (Heb 12:22-23, 28).
In the New Testament, the church is called the kingdom, body,
family, house, household, nation, priesthood, temple, assembly,
etc. Each of these words has a different meaning, but every one of
them refers to the same group of people. Each word simply presents a different aspect of the church. The word “kingdom” describes
the government of the church.
“As respects law, the church is truly a kingdom—an absolute
monarchy. All its laws emanate from the King, and its subjects
have no part in making them. There is no representative democracy
connected with it. No council, convention, or legislative assembly
has power or authority to abolish, alter, or amend them. It is a
kingdom, not a republic.” (Brents 118)
The church is the assembly of all those who have been
called out of the darkness of sin by obeying the gospel and being
added by God to the spiritual body of Christ (Acts 2:42, 47). Anyone can be added to this sacred assembly and spiritual kingdom
by hearing the gospel preached (Rom. 10:17); believing the facts
concerning Christ as revealed in the gospel ( John 8:24); repenting
of sin (2 Pet. 3:9); confessing faith in Christ (Rom. 10:9-10); and
being baptized into Christ to wash away sins (Acts 22:16).
The word hades can also refer to death. Jesus knew He was
going to die (Luke 9:22). He also knew that His death would not
keep Him from building His church. MM
Works Cited
“Ekklesia” is also translated “assembly” in Acts 19:32, 39, and 41.
T.W. Brents, The Gospel Plan of Salvation. (Bowling Green, KY:
Guardian of Truth Foundation. 1987.), 118.
(Andy preaches for the West Fayetteville congregation in Fayetteville, Tennessee. He also edits the Gospel Gleaner. He can be reached at
andyerwin@gospelgleaner.com -dd)
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MM Readers’ ASK: Cecil May RESPONDS
RESPONSE:
the broader “ChrisYes. The decline in
tian” generally. They
membership, especially
include the neces(PART OF A LONGER NOTE REACTING
sity of baptism for
as compared to such
TO THE SUMMER ISSUE’S Q AND A):
forgiveness of sins, a
rapid growth a few
Are you aware of a great decline in church membership among
cappella singing only
decades ago, has been
churches of Christ over the past 10-15 years?
in the assembly, and
widely reported and
My second question concerns your baptism at age twelve. I am unable to find in the
the Lord’s Supper
commentated on, and,
New Testament an example of a twelve-year-old child being baptized.
every Sunday and
furthermore, is obvious
When
did
this
practice
begin
among
us?
I
am
convinced
that
the
reason
we
are
only on Sunday.
to most any perceptive
losing so many members, including some joining other religious organizations, is
Also, Jesus
observer.
that we baptize them without teaching the True Gospel, presented in the
As to your second
built his church as
New Testament. I look forward to your response. (R. O.)
He promised to do
question, perhaps
(Matthew 16:18); it
you have heard the
is the body of Christ
expression “the age of
(Ephesians 1:22-23), and the Lord adds those who are being saved
accountability.” The Bible is clear that in order for people to be
to the church at the time of their salvation (Acts 2:47). The Lord
baptized, they need to be aware of sin that needs to be washed
can and will do what He wills in judgment about each of those
away (Acts 22:16). They need to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ
(Mark 16:16). And they need to repent of their sins (Acts 2:38).
“distinctives,” but I believe the Bible teaches them; so, I have to
teach them. I suspect they are what our questioner means by “the
There is nothing in the Bible, however, as to the age at which
True Gospel, presented in the New Testament,” and I agree they
people reach that “accountability.” Is it age 12? 21? 30? The Bible
are not being taught to many of our young people or to other new
leaves it as a matter of judgment. At age 12,
I knew I was a sinner, I knew I had to trust
converts.
Jesus for forgiveness, and I was repenting
It is a matter of concern when unconverted people hear the
same preacher week after week and never hear what to do to be
of my sins. I knew I needed to be saved,
saved. Of such preachers, it is often said, “Every sermon they
and I knew I needed to be baptized for the
forgiveness of my sins. If I needed to wait,
preach could be preached in any denominational congregation
for what did I need to wait?
without objection.” But, if by that they mean preaching Jesus, his
cross and his grace, those things certainly need to be preached as
It may be pertinent to note that the
well. Paul said the essence of the gospel is “Jesus Christ and Him
Jewish Bar Mitzvah occurs at age 13. Bar
crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2). I know a preacher who was fired, he
Mitzvah is the “confirmation” ceremony for Jewish young boys
was told, “because he preached too much about Jesus and grace.”
becoming men, signifying they are ready to participate as leaders in
While, as noted, it is possible to leave out some specifics that need
religious services.
to be taught, I doubt it is possible to preach too much about Jesus
I agree wholeheartedly with our questioner’s last point. A
and grace.
reason we are losing so many people, especially the reason so many
Some may preach only those named “distinctives” and leave
drift off into denominations, is that they are not being taught “the
out the essence of the gospel. Others may proclaim Christ and
True Gospel, presented in the New Testament.”
God’s grace through Him, but never mention the things which the
Throughout my preaching life I have pled for balanced
Bible teaches that distinguish us.
preaching, for proclaiming “the whole counsel of God.” There are
Let’s find a sound, healthy balance and preach it all. MM
certain teachings which distinguish us as churches of Christ from

QUESTION:
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CHURCH
by Dennis Doughty
At the Freed-Hardeman Bible Lectureships I am glad to hear
it stated at the Open Forum that the moderator did not speak for
churches of Christ, nor did the University serve as an eldership of
our brotherhood. This emphasized the autonomy, or “self-government” that exists in churches of Christ.
The Lord’s church does not have a central headquarters, other
than Heaven. We are connected by a common faith, nothing more.
We honor only one authority: Jesus Christ (Mt. 28:18-20). We
have neither produced, authorized, nor deferred to any man-made
creed, but honor only the inspired
Word of God. We do not pledge
allegiance to any convention but
“love the brotherhood” (I Peter
2:17).
To those who might want to
believe the church of Christ is just
another denomination, you might
want to re-think that. We would
not qualify even if we wanted to.
We have no hierarchy, no creed
book, no clergy-laity system,
no special religious holidays, no
sacraments like communion and
baptism as in other faiths, no religious titles and advancement in
ranks. We are the only faith that
teaches the necessity of baptism
and partakes the Lord’s Supper
weekly. With all this the denominational world would not accept
us if we wanted them to!
There is diversity within
churches of Christ. During
efforts to restore the church to its
original state, the early preachers proclaimed, “In Matters of Faith,
Unity. In Matters of Opinion, Liberty. In All Things, Charity.” This
motto summarizes the teachings of Romans 14. There are many
viewpoints that are not “matters of faith” within our church family.
While we accept diversity, we denounce division, striving to main-

“the church
does not teach
anything but
follows Christ’s
teachings.”

tain “the unity
of the spirit in
the bond
of peace”
(Ephesians
4:3). Yet
there are
no “official
decisions”
handed down
from headquarters,
or a university campus,
proclaiming “The Church
position.” Rather, we individually
“search the scriptures daily” (Acts 17:11) to see what the Lord
would have us do.
I have found something interesting about churches
of Christ in this modern age: We believe the Bible. A lady from
another faith asked me a while back, “Do you really believe that
story of Noah and the Ark?” I looked at her with some surprise
and said, “Well of course I do. I believe the Bible!” Many people
today are truly perplexed by this. We believe the Bible. We really
do!
When asked “What does the Church of Christ teach?” on a
particular subject, my reply is “the church does not teach anything but follows Christ’s teachings.” We strive to imitate, not to
instigate; convert, not command; obey, not organize. Our preachers
are not “ordained” but tested, our elders not “Lords” but servants;
our women not preachers or elders but help-meets and valuable
workers. (See 1 Corinthians 11:1; Matthew 28:19, 20; 1 Peter 5:3;
1 Timothy 2:9-12)
Church autonomy has many benefits which reveal the wisdom
of God. It encourages Bible study (rather than wait for a decision
or lesson material from Headquarters), curtails division (limits it to
only one congregation, not an entire brotherhood), and promotes
local leadership (not a hierarchy). We read that Elders were appointed “in every church” (Acts 14:23). This enabled every congregation to rule itself, and the example we follow today in churches
of Christ. MM
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Thanksgiving
for the

PEOPLE of GOD

by C. Philip Slate
[Note: I came across this article recently and contacted Dr. Slate about
using it with his permission, which he gladly gave. He was a teacher at
the Harding Graduate School for many years before recently retiring.
This article originally appeared in the Gospel Advocate in 1986. I always enjoyed listening to Philip during our time together at the Highland street congregation, and proud to share this excellent article. -dd]

The caustic Swinburne once said if Jesus lived today, he would
serve Him gladly as long as He would leave behind “His leprous
bride, the church.” The church Swinburne referred to indeed may
have been leprous and was likely not even the bride of Christ. But
I do not share his feelings about the church, and to make my point
I shall refer to another New Testament designation of Christians.
Paul Minear has called
attention to the New Testament
use of nearly 100 different
terms (images) to describe those
people who belong to God
(Images of the Church in the New
Testament, Westminster, 1960).
The word “church" refers exclusively to “groupness,” a standing
community, and we know little
about “church” unless it is modified by context or such words
as “glorious” (Ephesians 5:27),
“of Christ” (Rom. 16:16), “of
God” (1 Corinthians 1:2), or “of
the firstborn”(Hebrews 12:23).
I shall refer to this group as “the people of God,” a New Testament
designation (1 Peter 2:9; Romans 9:25, 26) that is pregnant with
its Old Testament heritage.
Often in the Old Testament, the people of Israel were referred
to as “the people of God” (Exodus 18:1; Numbers 11:29; Jeremi-

ah 24:7; 31:33; Zechariah 8:8). At best, their existence could be
explained, their favored position understood, and their purposes
stated in terms of God’s nation and their loyalty to Him. Their
designation as God’s people pointed to the root cause of their
position on the earth.
This concept was used in the New Testament of those saved
by Christ and brought into being by His work. Through Him the
Gentiles as well as the Jews may be called “my people” (Romans
9:25; Hosea 1:10; 2:23). These people, whose position and love
I share, are a part of God’s eternal purpose (Eph. 3:10, 11), not
a second thought, nor a mere human arrangement. They exist
because they are redeemed at a very great price, the blood of Christ
(Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 1:18,19). As Christ’s body they are entitled
to His headship (Colossians 1:18), although they often respond
to Him very inadequately (1 Corinthians 3:1), sometimes embarrassingly (1 Corinthians 6:1-18), and even disastrously (Galatians
3:1; 5:4; Revelation 3:14-16). But they are “people of becoming”
( John1:12). They are honored to be Christ’s body through whom
He works (1 Corinthians 12:12-31; Ephesians 4:7-16), God’s temple in which He dwells (Ephesians 2:21, 22; 1Corinthians 3:16),
and members of His household (Ephesians 2:19; 1Timothy 3:15).
It is no wonder an apostle prayed for God’s people to have an
understanding of their position before God and significance to
Him (Ephesians 1:18-21).
I am thankful for these people of God, my people, as a whole,
the universal church. Sharing their position is a big part of my
identity in the universe and in time. In a confused world, that is of
very great value to me.
But the most characteristic and tangible expression of the
people of God is at the local, group level. We often call it the “local
church.” It worships together, has elders and deacons, gives money,
teaches, etc. At that level, the people of the local church have
nurtured and shaped me in scores of ways for which I am very
thankful:
They provided the context in which I was drawn to Christ and
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initially obeyed Him.
They often have defined for me what it means to change, to
grow, and to serve.
Fellow members have served a needed corrective function in
my life, teaching me restraint as well as prodding me to activity.
These people provided the idea, framework, and encouragement
to be one of God’s heralds, a preacher.
Having provided a vision of worldwide evangelism, these
people of God sought me out and asked me to be a part of their
plans to evangelize in a neglected part of the world.
These people have treated me better than I deserve, defining
Christian love for me.
With few exceptions, they have been a people among whom I

And He is the head of the body,
the church, who is the beginning,
the firstborn from the dead, that in
all things He may have the preeminence.
Colossians 1:18

could relax and be at peace.
They have been warm and helpful when I have been far from
home.
At their best they have taught me what it means to nurture
those with unacceptable behavior until they grew in Christlikeness.
Regrettably for them, but profitably to me, various ones have
taught me it is possible to embrace Christ and then be drawn
away from Him—a salutary reminder.
They have pointed me to the Word as the vehicle of God’s
revelation; and that, despite the tendency to be loyal to traditional ways of doing things, the Word must be the framework for
rethinking and dealing with new issues.
For all of this I am exceedingly thankful for the people of
God. You may make your own list, more or less like mine, and be
grateful yourself.
I am sure some of what I have derived from these people has
come from my embracing them in a ‘one another’ relationship.
That is not so much praiseworthy on my part as a necessary condition for any Christian to receive the healthy impact the people
of God can give.
I am thankful for the people of God, that community created
by the “blood of the cross” (Eph. 2:11-18). -- Gospel Advocate.
Nov. 20, 1986. 686. MM

Leaving Tunica

After fourteen great years I will be leaving my work with the
Tunica church at the end of the year.
I never saw myself preaching in the Mississippi Delta, but
the Lord opened the door for me in Tunica and I was glad to
walk through it. We have seen God do some amazing things
through us and will always cherish our time preaching here.
The Lord has opened other doors for my wife and I at this
time in our lives, and the time has come for us to accept some
new challenges.
I leave a church that is young, vibrant, and growing. I will
leave a community that has come to appreciate and respect this
congregation. Please join me in praying that God will send
them the right man to build on this foundation.
If you know of a preacher that might be interested in this
work, let me give you two contacts:
Dusty Dawson, 662.357.5307, our treasurer and leader in the
congregation.
Charlie Smith, 731.989.6800, an elder of the church in Henderson Tennessee, and someone who has worked closely with
our congregation over the years.
I will continue as editor of the Messenger and hope to be
able to spend a little more time on behalf of this important
brotherhood publication. MM
-Dennis Doughty

Remodeling or Building?
National Interior Furnishings, Inc

(A Single Source Provider for Churches)
• Pews • Pew Cushions • Pew Upholstery • Commercial Carpet
• Pew Chairs • Steeples • Stained Glass • Baptisteries
• Furnishings for Classrooms, Nurseries,
and Fellowship Halls
Furnished over 100 congregations in 20 states
Representing over 40 quality manufacturers
Contact:

Rick Jones at 1-888-798-6481
churchfurniture@mail.com
P. O. Box 1282
Iuka, Mississippi 38852

Love
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I

by Al Franks
(This article comes from a sermon Al preached
at Ripley, Mississippi church of Christ on a
Wednesday night the summer of 2019, just a
few months before his death. -dd)

What I am about to say is not going to
surprise you: “I love the church.” What I
have just said, you would echo and be glad
to do so. You also love the church. What
are the reasons? I am going to tell you why
I love the church, believing I speak for you,
because you love the church for the same
reasons.
n NUMBER ONE: I love the church
because it is the spiritual body of Christ.
Many times the Scriptures speak of the
church as the body. Have you ever heard
someone say “I love Christ, but I don’t care
about His body?” That’s what they are really
saying when they say “I love Christ, but I’m
not concerned about the church.” We’re
talking about the church of Christ; if we
love Christ, we cannot help but love His
body.
Isn’t it wonderful that the body consists
of many members? You and I are privileged
to be some of those members. Is there a
member of your own physical body that’s
unimportant? Paul, in 1 Corinthians 12
draws a parallel between the human body
and its members and the body of Christ
and its members. He emphasizes that every
member of our physical body is important,
and every member of the spiritual body of
Christ is important. That means you are a
very important part; you are a very important person. We love the body. We love
the congregation. And I love the church
tonight because I love the body of Christ.
I cannot say that I love the body of Christ
unless I am saying “I love you” as a part of
that body.
n NUMBER TWO: I love the church
because it is the family of God. When you
start talking about family, you’re talking
about something very important. I can’t

the Church

help but be impressed with so many of you
that came up to us as we were coming into
the building and expressed your concern because Paul, our oldest son, is seriously ill. It’s
family. Family is precious. Would you not
say that your family is very precious? The
Bible teaches in 1 Timothy 3 that the house
of God is the church of the living God.
We could use the words house or family
interchangeably and rightly so. The church
is God’s house. The church is God’s family.
How can we not love the church since the
church is the family of God?
n NUMBER THREE: I love the church
because the church is the saved. Are you
saved? Are you lost? There’s a big gap
between being lost and being saved. This
past Sunday afternoon it was my privilege
to sit down with a 23-year-old young man
and talk to him about his past life, and
some changes he had recently made. It was
exciting to sit there and hear him talk about
changes that had taken place. What he was
really describing was how he had gone from
the state of the lost to the state of the saved.
He has salvation now. He has salvation in
Christ, and that salvation is in the church.
The Bible teaches that Jesus is the Savior
of the body. The body is the church. Jesus
is the Savior of the church. Jesus adds
those who are saved to His church. I love
the church because it is the saved. Isn’t it
wonderful to know we are saved? Do we see
the connection between salvation and the
church? Jesus Christ came to do what? To
seek and to save the lost. What did He do?
He came and built the church, to which He
adds the saved. He is the Savior of the body.
There are no saved people outside of the
body of Christ. (I’m talking about responsible people who are accountable to God.)
Saved people are in the body of Christ. I
love the church because the church is the
saved. Oh how blessed we are!
n NUMBER FOUR: I love the church
because it stands for everything that is good
and right. We have a lot of people and a lot

of organizations that practice that which is
evil. And we’ve got people that encourage
others to do wrong. But the church of the
living God is an institution that believes in
God’s Word, respects His power as revealed
in His Word, and seeks to do what is good
and right. I’m so thankful we represent a
group of people who want to do what’s
right and good.
n NUMBER FIVE: Let me make
a fifth point and I’m going to break this
into three parts: I love the church because
the church meets the real needs I have in
life. As a human being I have a need to
belong to something that’s bigger and more
important than I am. People join clubs all
the time. They become part of organizations
all the time because there is an inward need
to belong to something important. There is
nothing on earth as important as the church
of our Lord. Isn’t it a wonderful blessing
and privilege to belong to the greatest institution in the world?
If you are a Christian, then you belong
to something that’s the greatest. There is
no greater institution. It really bothers me
when I see people get so involved in human
organizations to the degree they actually neglect the greatest institution in the
world—the church of the living God.
Also, the need for fellowship. One of
the greatest needs we all have is to have
friends, to have someone we can talk with,
and that’s where the church comes in. The
church provides a wonderful atmosphere
where we can enjoy each other and have
fellowship one with another. We can stand
out in the foyer and talk, and we can go into
each other’s homes and visit and enjoy each
other’s fellowship. We need that so much.
The saddest people in the world are those
who feel they are all alone, and have no
one they can really feel close to. The church
satisfies this basic human need.
We all need help, too. Is there anyone
here that never needs someone’s help? I
need help. Constantly I depend on others

to help me. And I’m sure you do, also. The church
provides that help. We are designed by the Lord
to serve one another. We are all a part of the body
of Christ, and our objective should be to serve
each other, help each other. What did Jesus come
to earth to do? He came not to be served, but to
serve. He set the perfect example. He even went
so far as to wash the dirty feet of His disciples.
He fed the hungry. He provided healing for
people who were ill. “He went about doing good”
(Acts 10:38). That is the kind of attitude we need
to have because the church is a helping, serving,
group of people.
I have told you why I love the church. But
there is one more part of this lesson that I must
also present. When I talk about loving the
church, I can’t help but think about a problem
within the church. You know what that problem is: imperfect people! When it comes to
the church we love so dearly because we love
Jesus, what I’m really saying is: it is not a perfect
church.
There is one side to the church that is perfect,
and that is the Divine side. God’s plan and
arrangement for the church is perfect, and the
origin, the organization, the way into the church,
the worship, and its destiny are all perfect.
The early church had imperfect people. See
the couple who sold land and lied. Read what
Paul says about Demas forsaking him and the
Lord. Even one of the apostles, Judas, turned out
to be a betrayer. The same thing could be said
about other men of the first century: not
perfect.
I want to close the lesson with this:
despite the church being imperfect,
don’t we still love the church? Isn’t it
great to be a part of a congregation that has some
imperfect people, all of us to some degree? But
we are trying to serve God. We are dedicated. We
are diligent in our efforts. What a blessing it is to
be in the church of the living God!
My challenge in closing is: Let’s don’t just talk
about loving the church…let’s show we love the
church. I’m telling you, brethren, when we do
that, the people of the community are going to be
able to see it, and we are going to have an impact
that many find surprising. One of the things that
characterized the early church was, “behold how
they love each other.” Jesus said “by this may all
men know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.” And you can’t love the church without loving one another. MM

NEW ON
THE WEB!
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The Digital Messenger
Beginning with this
issue you can now find
a digital version of the
Magnolia Messenger on
line. By the time your
print issue arrives in your
mailbox you can find it on
line too. Just go to our web
page and start flipping the
pages of your favorite brotherhood publication!
Now you can have the latest articles, news, and
information with you wherever you go. Just pull
the webpage up on your phone, tablet, or laptop
and read, study and learn from God’s word.
n CURRENT UPDATES
You will also find new information and news
that has arrived between our publication dates. This will allow us to
share important information with you between issues.
Video Links: You may also find links to some videos from the
editor and other preachers that you may find helpful.

www.magnoliamessengermag.com
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by Ken Joines
When a hurricane bears down on us, we either get in our cars
and hightail it, or hunker down and ride it out. In either case, we
are nearly paralyzed with fear and dread. And not until the storm
subsides can we see the extent of the damage. So it is with the
pandemic now under way.
I’ll begin with this disclaimer: This virus is dangerous. There
are elderly and disabled people all around us whose health is
already compromised. Such people must
take every precaution to guard their health.
It may be unsafe for them to be out. What
I’m about to say is not aimed at such people
at all. The ones I have in mind are those
who are unafraid to go to the supermarket,
to work, to school, to the restaurant, or
vacation to the beach, but are deathly afraid
to go to a church assembly.
God in his infinite wisdom knew
that humans depend on close-knit fellowship for strength and
encouragement, so he told us to come together in congregational
settings. This allows for a depth of comradeship that no amount
of live-streaming can bring to the table. Satan knows that most of
this can’t be accomplished if we stay apart, so he will do his best
to keep us from assembling and ultimately destroy the practice
altogether. To be sure, I’m thankful we’ve been given the technology to bring the worship experience to our homes. We depended
on that in our home for a time and I’m thankful we could. But all
the while I sorely missed being with my fellow Christians. God’s
people have always met together—at times it has been in caves,
in secret due to persecution—at other times simply in homes, but
we’ve always assembled.
Although live-streaming has its upside, consider this scenario:
We preset the TV to record the service, sleep till noon, get up,
pour a cup of coffee, drag the kids to the den still in their PJs, turn
on the TV, worship for a few minutes, push “pause” and pour another cup, make some toast, break up a fight among the kids, then
turn the TV back on and listen to a little more, then push “pause”
again to answer a phone call. We take communion, but with so
many disruptions, I’m not sure worship has happened.
However, let’s say your family is more disciplined. You, your

spouse, and all the children get dressed, gather in the den and
engage yourselves in an hour of sincere worship with others on
line. This is good. But Satan has a history of taking good things
and repurposing them to suit his agenda. He may be looking at
your children right now. He lets them get to where they really
enjoy “going to church” in this fashion. No getting dressed up
and sitting still. After the pandemic subsides, we announce to
the children that we will assemble with the whole church next
Sunday. What we may find out is Satan has subtly rearranged
their thinking. “But, Mom, I’d rather stay home……” your teen
says. “Dad and Mom, we’ve been worshiping at home for almost
six months and I really, really enjoy it this way. I must say I really
don’t see the need of the traditional assembly. You know, the Bible
says God is everywhere present and I just don’t see the need of
‘church’ as we’ve known it.”
In this setting, your children are gradually being convinced
that we don’t really need the “church.” I make this appeal to you:
Do not allow yourself and your family to become too attached to
the virtual assembly. One thing we need to watch for is this: Our
children have become so accustomed to allowing the cell phone
and social media to define “fellowship” that there is a danger
that in their minds, the virtual assembly is all one needs. Please
remember that Hebrews 10:23-25 urges us to “hold fast the
confession of our hope…,” “stir up one another to love and good
works…,” “not neglecting to meet together.” It’s hard to do these
things on line. The danger is that if I miss church enough times,
pretty soon I won’t miss it.
There are sinister forces at work in high places in America who
would like nothing better than to remove the church from the
American scene entirely. Don’t think for one minute that Satan is
asleep during this chaotic time. He can take something as good
and as innocent as live-streaming a church service and use it to
inflict deep and permanent damage to this whole thing called
Christianity.
What will your faith look like after Covid leaves? How
will your children view the church in general after this storm
is over? MM
Ken Joines
4449 Terrace Stone Dr. • Olive Branch, MS 38654
Kjoines35@hotmail.com • 901-212-1601
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Thinning the

Gravy

A Parable for the Post-COVID Church

by Howard Cox
I don’t know about
you, but so far 2020 has
been a pretty rough year for me. I
have neighbors and family members who
are out of work, have employees and friends who
got sick with the Coronavirus, and know some people who have
died. I have learned how to “stream church” on my laptop, and
I have “unlearned” how to hug and handshake my brothers and
sisters in our new “socially distant” assemblies. It hasn’t been a
picnic.
When things get rough, I sit down with my Bible, but I also
open up the book of my memories. Jesus teaches us in parables,
“earthly stories with heavenly meanings,” because it is easier for us
to understand things we are familiar with. You don’t have to live
on this earth very long to realize that almost
everything about human experience can teach
us about God. I have often wondered how
anyone could look into the eyes of a little
baby, or walk at night under a starlit sky, and
consider themselves an atheist. God is everywhere, in everything; you just have to look.
There are parables from our own lives that can
teach us about the nature of God.
So, I think of my grandmother, Hattie. During the Great Depression she and her husband, Chester, took in two teenage boys
whose parents had moved away looking for work and just never
returned. I asked her once how she fed her own three boys and
two extra mouths on the little money that grandpa made. Without hesitation she said, “I thinned the gravy.”
Then she got serious and put a hand on my shoulder. “Booie,” (my family nickname) she said, “You either believe God will
provide, or you don’t. It’s just that simple.” My grandmother never
learned Greek or Hebrew, but I can find no fault in her theology.
I also think a lot about my father in World War II. Daddy
never talked much about the war, but after he passed I found the
letters he had written to grandma during that time—a skinny East
Texas kid trying to survive training in an Army Air Force base
in Utah where there was strange food, strange rules, and nothing
that reminded him of home. Daddy had sharp eyes and a small

body (from
all that
thinned
gravy), and so
they made him a bombardier in a B-24
Liberator. His letters to his mom show how scared he
was of dying, and how he didn’t want to kill. The metal skin of his
Liberator was so thin that it was said to “breathe;” it flexed in and
out during flight. The bombardier’s position was a big plastic bubble in the front of the plane, completely unprotected. To get to it,
you had to crawl through a tunnel that was too small to allow for
a parachute. If flak or fighter bullets burst your bubble you would
fall five miles through the sky to your end. Scary doesn’t begin to
describe it. Those were tough times, but the Lord provided for my
father. He made it through.
When I was in graduate school at Abilene Christian University,
I can remember complaining to one of my professors about how
hard my life was, how I felt Satan was throwing roadblocks to
keep me from graduating. He said, “Brother Howard, what did you
expect would happen when you became a Christian? They nailed
our King to a tree. What do you think they want to do to you?”
And he was right. The Bible is very upfront about what kind of
life we are called to lead, taking up our cross of self-sacrifice each
day as we follow Jesus (Luke 9:23). “Count it all joy, my brothers
and sisters, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness” ( James 1:2-3).
It’s hard to be joyful under trials, but the Lord provided for me,
and I made it through.
The church of our Lord Jesus Christ faces many challenges
today in this new world we find ourselves living in, but I believe
we can all draw strength from the lessons of the past. During the
Great Depression 15 million Americans were out of work, but the
church survived. During World War II the armies of darkness
swarmed across the world, but the church survived. And even now,
as bad as things sometimes are, I know the church will survive.
Some years you get big fluffy biscuits and thick, cream gravy.
Some years the gravy is thin, but thanks be to God, there is always
gravy. God will provide. He said that, and I believe it. MM
(Howard Cox teaches at the community college in Lufkin, TX.
He can be reached at hcox@ angelina.edu. -dd)
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Louisiana Strong …
Lake Charles Strong …
		

Enterprise Church Strong!!!
(The Enterprise Boulevard congregation is a
leading congregation in Louisiana and supports many good works. Their resilient spirit
in view of great tragedy should inspire us all.
Our thanks to William “Bud” Wranosky for
this good report about their comeback. -dd)
It started with, “My throat is sore and
it’s hard to breathe!” Then it was, “There’s
a storm coming.” Then it was, “Oh, my
word, not another one!” That was 2020 for
everyone in Lake Charles, Louisiana.
Enterprise Boulevard Church of
Christ(EBCC) in Lake Charles was not
immune to any of these trials. It was devastated. We were blessed though in that no
one in the congregation died as a result of
the China virus or the hurricanes. However, just having to sanitize the building
after every gathering, staying 6 feet apart,
masking up, sanitizing or washing our
hands constantly, being careful not to sit
too close in the pews was not good for
the mental and spiritual wellbeing of our
church family. Our leadership set procedures in place to comply with healthcare
and governmental directives. The members
took it very well.
Then the hurricanes swept through
and damaged every structure in the city.
Many structures were destroyed by the

storms and others were deemed not repairable and were demolished. All 9 sources
of electricity for the city were cut and
hundreds of smaller power poles had to
be replaced. Trees were uprooted, snapped

Lake Charles got hit by two strong hurricanes,
one right after another.

off or stripped bare. Debris from trees and
homes covered the whole city.
Thousands of people evacuated before
the storms and haven’t returned, some
from EBCC. One family just relocated to
Dallas permanently, another to Nederland,
TX, another to Mississippi. EBCC atten-

dance has dwindled from ~250 in early
2020 to ~140 plus ~30 viewing on line.
The 3 EBCC buildings held up well
but the roofs on the auditorium and office/
youth building had to be replaced.
The big story is how EBCC members
are opening their homes to people. For
example, 13 people are living in an elders
home. One family has housed Disaster
responders and their truck drivers. They’ve
housed relatives of members of the church
and another family is living in a trailer on
their property. Young families have opened
their homes to friends. Older members
have been hospitable to friends and family.
But Bill and Kathy Brunkhardt’s situation
is heart wrenching and typical of several
EBCC members.
Bill (one of the Elders) and Kathy are
not the only ones going through tough
times. There are literally thousands of
recovery stories similar to theirs on going
around Lake Charles.
The Brunkhardts evacuated to
Arkansas just before the first hurricane.
Bill, their son Billy, and grandson David,
returned the day after the storm to assess
damage. They couldn’t get near the home
because of fallen trees. The next day, they
trekked across another property to reach
their home. What greeted them was not

Winter 2020 / Magnolia Messenger n 13
Debris piled up on church property

Without water and electricity the church held several worship services outside.

pretty. A tree had fallen into the back the
house and did enough damage to warrant
rebuilding the whole backside of the home.
Bill said, “I returned
to half a house.” The
trauma of seeing his
home mostly destroyed was shocking
to him. “It’s a good
thing I had Billy with
me because, I was in
a daze and couldn’t
think straight for 2
weeks afterwards,” he
said.
They went back
to Arkansas, made
a plan, gathered materials and supplies and
headed back to Lake Charles. This time Kathy
returned with Bill.
They isolated the front of the house, which
was still intact, from the damaged back side as
best they could, installed a small air conditioner
and ran everything with a generator that made
the front half of their home “livable”. They
depended on the generator for almost 2 months.
Along with all the clean up, Bill hired a tree
company to lift the tree off of their home with
a crane, preventing further damage due to the
sheer weight of the tree. With that danger out

Home owners
making a
comeback.

of the way, it
was possible to
assess up close
and personal
the damage and
what it would
take to restore
the home.
Amy, Bill
and Kathy’s daughter, and her husband Scot
Nugent, worked with them framing up the
damage. Bill then hired a contractor to install a
Continued on page 15

Volunteers from the Nashville
Disaster Relief team doing
needed tree removal. They came
prepared to do major cleanup.
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F-HU Students Lend a Helping Hand

Lessons learned from a great experience

by William Wranosky
Lake Charles, Louisiana, is in shambles and many of its
citizens are traumatized because of two hurricanes that struck
there only six weeks apart. Church of Christ Disaster Response
Team (DRT) from Nashville has been stationed at Enterprise
Boulevard Church of Christ since the first storm of August 26.
Church of Christ groups have been responding to DRT solicitations for volunteer workers since then. Today, 10/25/2020,
a group of students from Freed Hardeman University (FHU)
departed Lake Charles for Henderson, TN after working here
for a week. This is what some of the students said about their
experience
Gage Gregory tells of removing a tree from the back yard of
a grandmother’s home where the grandmother worked just as
hard as the FHU students. The students tried to discourage her
from working so hard but she would have none of it! She had 3
grandsons about 7-8 years old that worked right alongside their
grandmother. During a break, one of the students gave one of
the grandsons a load of snacks and said jokingly, “Now, don’t
share these snacks with your brothers”. However, the grandson
took the snacks directly to his grandmother and gave them to
her. Obviously, the young lad had been trained to “share”. And,
that’s a good thing.
Gracie Crum told me about a lady named Jackie. Gracie’s
team helped strip the inside of Jackie’s home of moldy sheetrock, flooring, etc. Jackie had 2 sons, Miles and Kennedy, ages
6 & 7. Jackie was very apologetic about having the students
work on her home but Gracie reassured her that they wanted
to help her get back to some sort of normalcy. Jackie would
say, “Oh that’s way too much trouble.” But Gracie replied, “It’s
no trouble, it’s a blessing to help”. Jackie was so grateful! She
expressed it boldly! The students prayed with Jackie and Jackie

kept exclaiming, “Yes Lord!” throughout the prayer.
Cameron Mann relates an experience his team had at “Miss
Bonita’s” home. They completely gutted her home because of
water damage and mold and felt so sorry for her. Miss Bonita
worked hard right along with the students. But as she worked,
she told stories to the students about Cajun and Creole life. To
Miss Bonita, just telling stories just wasn’t enough. When the
work was done, Miss Bonita produced several cartons of Cajun
and Creole food and fed the whole bunch of them. Cameron
and the others were blown away by “Miss Bonita's” acts of
gratitude. And the Cajun Cooking was wonderful!
Carson Bodiford says that Geraldine exhibited one of the
most positive attitudes of anyone he’s ever met. Her home was
another that had to be gutted because of loss of roof and flooding. But Geraldine was very thankful and uplifting rather than
being down and worried. Her hearty attitude made a favorable
impression on the students. Geraldine would say, “worry? NO!
… God, YES!” Geraldine’s situation was very bad, but she spoke
to the students about how wrong we are in our thinking. She
would say things like, “We worry about covid 19. We worry
about the election.“ Then she concluded, “We’ve lost our focus
on God.” Wow!
Gracie Crum also said she felt so sorry for Mr. Stanley and
his family who lost everything and were living in a badly damaged, moldy home, making do with what was left. Gracie said
that she’s very thankful now for the things she took for granted
before.
Thank You, Gracie and all you FHU student volunteers.
Now there’s no question that it is true …
… “Its more blessed to give than to receive.” MM
(William Wranosky <wranoskys@yahoo.com)

Louisiana Strong …
Lake Charles Strong …

Enterprise Church
Strong!!!

Continued from page 13

new roof, making the new part of their
home weather worthy. From that point
on Bill and Kathy have done the lion’s
share of the reconstruction. Bill is a much
better carpenter, plumber and electrician
now than when all this started.
Other family members got involved
too. Their granddaughter Katy, and
husband Chris, and their grandson
Kendall, and wife DeLaney, are in there
also helping them reconstruct their home.
Together they are well on their way to
recovery and similar stories are being
written all over Lake Charles demonstrating that there is strength in families,

Hot meals were delivered to city workers
helping in the cleanup

especially those to whom Jesus is their
example and guide.
The Enterprise Boulevard Church of
Christ is a light to our community and a
strong church because of members like
Bill and Kathy who put Jesus first and are
strong examples to that fact.
I texted Scot and Bill for pictures
of them working. Scot answered, “We’re
too focused on the task at hand to take
pictures of ourselves working”. I’m sure
he was smiling at my foolishness when he
said it. MM
William Wranosky <wranoskys@yahoo.com

Louisiana Strong, Lake Charles
Strong, EBCC Strong,
Brunkhardt Strong!

One Man
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by Mike Benson
“You see and hear that not only in
Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia this Paul
has persuaded and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that they are
not gods which are made with hands.” Acts
19:26
HE WAS JUST one man…
Okay, you could successfully argue that
there was more than just one man (vv. 2930), but he obviously was the voice of the
group (cf. Acts 14:12). More than that, he
was the voice of the group at large—the
church.
ONE man spoke up. ONE man spoke
out. ONE man preached an incredibly simple message. And what did he say…? His
words compose seven in Greek and nine in
English: “They are not gods which are made
with hands…” (v. 26b; cf. Jonah 3:4).
From Demetrius’s perspective, this ONE
man’s message was (are you ready for this?)
“hate” speech. From the silversmith’s point
of view, this ONE man’s sermon was a negative, heretical, adversarial homily.
Well, what exactly was this ONE man
saying? What was so dangerous and inflammatory that Demetrius, as president of the
local silversmith guild (v. 38), just had to
exact his own verbal revenge? What was it
that frightened and angered him so that he
found it necessary to muster up his peers
and oppose this ONE man?
This ONE man said, “They are not gods
which are made with hands…” In other
words—a man can’t make a god, ever. A
mortal can’t fashion a deity, ever. Oh sure,
humanity can compose and worship something material that it wants to be as a god
(cf. Rom. 1:18-23), but wanting, and manufacturing, and idolizing doesn’t miraculously
make stuff into a god (cf. 1 Sam. 12:21; Jon.
2:8; Isa. 44:10; Jer. 10:15; 51:18; Hos. 12:11;
Hab. 2:18; 1 Cor. 8:4). A rock is just a rock,
a piece of wood is just a piece of wood, and a
piece of metal is just a piece of metal.
Demetrius wasn’t going to buy into this
ONE man’s theology though. You see,
god-making is his livelihood (v. 24). More
so, he and his fellow-guild members actually

prospered in their business, and this ONE
man’s sermon threatened not only their bank
accounts, but it jeopardized Diana’s (i.e.,
Artemis’) honor (vv. 26-27) 1
So Demetris started a local chapter
of DLM (i.e., Diana’s Life Matters). He
whipped up his peers into a frenzy and
mounted a violent protest. Suddenly the city
was filled with confusion and many were
shouting, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians!”
(vv. 28-29, 34).
So what can we learn from this brief
snapshot from sacred history? What are
some mustard seeds that we can glean from
the soil of God’s mind and heart?
1. That ONE man in Acts 19 was a simple itinerant tentmaker named Paul (cf. Acts
18:1-3; 20:33-35; Phil. 4:14-16). And if
ONE man, without a printing press, without
the internet, and without social media could
preach and share a simple message about
God and change the lives and livelihoods
of countless individuals (NOTE: “This Paul
has persuaded and turn away many people…” v. 26), what can/could God do with
you?
2. That ONE man’s power wasn’t in
himself, but in God and His Word. Paul,
on his own, was a poor communicator (2
Cor. 10:10); he wasn’t an eloquent Apollos
(Acts 18:24). He wasn’t some fiery, dynamic
pulpiteer. He didn’t have some multi-million
dollar pastoral ministry2. Folks scoffed at
his speaking inability and they scorned his
delivery. But this ONE man—Paul—knew
that the power of his message wasn’t about
smooth and flattering speech (Rom. 16:1719), but in the Word of the true and living
God (Rom. 1:16; Jer. 10:10; 1 Thes. 1:9).
Think about it for a second. If ONE
man—with less than a half-dozen Greek
words—from the mouth of the Almighty—
could turn an entire city upside down (cf.
Acts 17:6), what can/could God do with
you?? MM
imikemedia@gmail.com

1) https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionary/
diana-artemis/ 2) https://www.cheatsheet.com/
entertainment/net-worth-richest-pastors-will-blowyour-mind.html/
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What do
by Luke Stevenson
We live in a Social Media
world. Think about this: how
many of your friends do not have
Facebook, Instagram, or Twitter? I’m
sure you can think of very few, if any. I
catch myself thinking of my friends that
do not have social media as weird or different, because everybody else has it, why
don’t they?
There are some good things about
social media. With social media, we can
spread the gospel, we can spread kindness
and positivity, and we can keep up with
family and friends that we don’t see very
much or live far away. There are many
positive things, but with that there are also
negative things, and those negative things
can outweigh the positive things if we are
not careful.
An issue with social media
is that sometimes we can
let it shape our value by
how many comments
and likes we have, how
many “friends” we have,
and by comparing ourselves to other people. It
starts out harmless for all of
us. Sharing experiences, adventures, likes and dislikes, can and usually

“Likes”

Mean to You?

does slowly
morph into a manicured
self-image, approval seeking, semi-compulsive machine where students (and
many adults) check social media to find
out how people are reacting to the content
they're posting. What we don’t realize is,
when people post on social media, they are
putting the best of their lives on there. So,

Emily and Luke Stevenson

when we compare ourselves with other
people based on social media, we only
see their good and we fall short
because we can see all of our bad.
“If the world hates you, remember that
it hated me first. The world would love you
as one of its own if you belonged to it, but
you are no longer part of the world. I chose
you to come out of the world, so it hates
you. Do you remember what I told you?
‘A slave is not greater than the master.’
Since they persecuted me, naturally they
will persecute you. And if they had listened
to me, they would listen to you. They will
do all this to you because of me, for they
have rejected the one who sent me.” ( John
15:18-21--NLT)
Christians should expect to be unpopular, but it won't matter because our
approval comes from God and God alone.
Obsessively polishing our social media image in an effort to garner likes is probably a
symptom of a sin-sick soul, and teenagers
and adults need to be made aware of that
and held responsible.
We have online lives and real-world
lives. We have rules in our real-world life
on how to treat people, and how to interact
with people, but with our online lives we
don’t necessarily have those rules, and if we
do, who is enforcing them? Are our parents

God 's call for
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Commitment
on our social
media accounts seeing
who we talk
to and what
we are doing?
Parents and youth
leaders, engage them about their online
lives. This goes far beyond just “friending” them on Facebook or following
them on Twitter. Too many parents and
youth leaders don’t engage teenagers
about what they see in their online lives.
You walk with them through the real
world, right? Why not the online world,
too? Whatever you do, don’t remain
silent and let them try to figure things
out on their own in regard to social
media. Talk with them every chance
you get.
Instead of focusing on the content
we put on social media and how many
likes and comments we have, how about
we focus on how many people we reach
in our daily lives with the soul-saving
content that the Lord provides, Salvation. MM
				
Luke Stevenson, Youth Minister
Jackson Heights Church of Christ
Florence, Alabama

by Greg Ledbetter
When you hear words like devotion,
faithfulness, or commitment, what
comes to your mind? At this point,
every man and boy over the age of 16 is
thinking to themselves, “Oh great, I did
not know I was reading an article from
People or Cosmo magazine.” This is not
one of those articles, but we all need
to understand the
idea behind commitment, especially as it relates to
Christianity.
Does the concept of commitment frighten you?
From careers to
Greg Ledbetter
relationships, the gregledbetter@yahoo.com
lack of commitment in our culture is everywhere. This
concept has affected the heart of the
church as well. The lack of responsibility can even be seen in church leadership. We have lost our focus on what is
most important. We have placed more
emphasis on our programs and events
than the mission of the church--to seek
and save the lost. The term “Christian”
is supposed to refer to someone who
lives their life following Christ. We
have all experienced this, where it is
easy to be committed when it’s convenient. What we see in scripture is
that a steadfast commitment to Christ
involves a determination to follow Him

all the time, even when it’s not convenient!
As we look at scripture, God gives
us some insight into what causes us
to lose our commitment. In John
12:42-43, we see that a desire to please
people over God is the cause of lack
of a commitment. There are so many
distractions in life these days. Today,
young people are faced with so many
more choices than I ever had to make,
and it seems to only get worse. We
must make sure our priorities stay in
line with God’s. In Hebrews 2:1, the
writer warns us that being distracted
can cause us to drift away.
What can help us in our commitment to Christ? We must have a love
for God that consumes our whole
existence. We do this by focusing on
Christ, who has the words of life. A
commitment to Christ is about living
for God no matter the cost. It is a willingness to make necessary changes in
our private and social lives and a willingness to be bold and take a stand for
truth. A committed Christian realizes
that any other pursuit in life falls short
of the joy that comes with living totally
for our Savior Jesus Christ. Does the
level of commitment you have for God
right now need improvement?
Matthew 22:37: “You shall love the
Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your
mind.” MM

You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.
Matthew 22:37
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The “Good News” from Venezuela
Amid great hardship in Venezuela, God’s
people are responding in an amazing fashion!
If you have been reading previous reports
in this publication, you know of the work
being done by Steve and Jane Watson and
the Pegram church outside of Nashville,
Tennessee.
Steve and I are old college friends, we
have traveled the world together, and I
know of no one who has a greater love for
the lost, and a bigger heart for the hurting,
than Steve.
After converting a Venezuelan couple,
Christian and Anjelica, they joined them in
sending a few boxes of supplies to some of
their family members back in Venezuela.
This ministry has grown by leaps
and bounds.
Their November shipment sent
4,000 pounds of food, clothing, and
medical supplies to four apartment
buildings, seven hospitals, and
several different churches. The
pictures they get back gives proof
that these supplies are making it to
their intended destinations.
Jesus praised those who saw the
hungry and fed them, who
saw the sick and cared for
them, and saw the naked
and clothed them (Matthew 25: 34-36). This is
exactly what this ministry
is doing! MM
If you want to help in
this great work contact
Steve at: steverwatson8@
gmail.com, or 706.207.9513

There are a tremendous number of mission efforts around the world supported by churches in the south. The Magnolia Messenger is pleased to report
about these works. Like the mighty Magnolia tree, which grows in seven of our states, Central America, Asia and China, the Messenger is proud to report
on the “Good News” being spread around the world. -dd

THE BODY OF CHRIST:
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The Most Heavenly Place On Earth
by Dr. Willie Nettle
Many places claim to offer “heavenly” products or experiences.
Birmingham, AL, has a “Heavenly Donut Company,” San Diego, CA,
has a “Heavenly Cupcake Store,” and Vicksburg, MS, used to have
a “Heavenly Ham” restaurant. An establishment in New Smyrna
Beach, FL, boasts of being a “Heavenly Café,” and in Lake Tahoe,
CA, one will find “Heavenly Mountain Ski Resort.” Memphis, TN,
even has “Heavenly Pools.”
I dare say, however, that the most heavenly
place on earth is the body of Christ to which
the Lord added me (cf. Acts 2:41, 47) over
43 years ago. The head of the church is
currently in Heaven preparing a place for the
people of God ( John 14:1-3). Indeed, our
citizenship is there, from whence we eagerly
await the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ
(Phil. 3:20). The church has no earthly
headquarters, but receives all of her marching orders from the head in
Heaven (Eph. 1:22, 23). The Lord’s desire is not to take us out of the
world, but to protect us from the evil one, while we live for Him and
do the redemptive work that He has called us to do on earth ( John
17:15-18; Eph. 2:10).
While no congregation of the Lord’s church is perfect, there are
some attributes that the Lord wants to see growing and developing in
every local body. We see these attributes flourishing in Acts 4:31-37
in the first century Jerusalem church – attributes which continue to
make the body of Christ the most heavenly place on earth.

I. The Lord Wants Us to Be UNIFIED (v. 32)

“All the believers were one in heart and mind.” The early Christians were together in their hearts and souls, in their thoughts and
feelings, in their wishes, hopes, and dreams. They had grown in spiritual formation to love, value, and maintain unity (Eph. 4:3).
Such an accomplishment is easier said than done because we are
people, and people can be difficult. Frederick the Great once said,
“The more I see of men, the better I like my dog” (Google quote). We
all have our irritating ways, irks, and idiosyncrasies.
But Christians ought to get along better than anyone else because
we have the mind of Christ (Phil. 2:5), the love of Christ (1 Jn. 4:19),
and the Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9) living inside us. We, of all people,
are well-acquainted with “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,” who
was rich but “became poor, so that [we] through his poverty might
become rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). God empowers each of us to be loving
people by pouring “out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
whom he has given us” (Rom. 5:5). Indeed, the world will know we
are Christians by the sacrificial, unconditional love that we have for
each other in the body of Christ ( John 13:34, 35).

II. The Lord Wants Us to Be UNSELFISH (vv. 32b, 34, 35)
Many Jews in the first century would not confess Christ for fear

of being “put out of the synagogue” ( John 9:22; 12:42). Such a
punishment meant that one “might neither hire, nor be hired; and
the other people did not trade with him, nor did they employ him in
any business, unless in very little. . . . [and] his possessions could be
confiscated” ( John Gill’s Exposition of the Bible, John 9:22).
Therefore, those Jews who became Christians and were put out
of the synagogue often found themselves in difficult and desperate
circumstances. But thanks be to God for fellow believers growing in
unselfishness! “No one claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything they had” (Acts 4:32b). “There were
no needy persons among them” (Acts 4:34). Growing Christians give
joyfully and cheerfully because they love the Lord and they love His
church (2 Cor. 9:7). They give generously and sacrificially because
they are excited about what the Lord is doing through His people, the
church. They give with pleasure and satisfaction because they are part
of the most important work on the face of the earth (Matt. 28:18-20).
“There is no satisfaction that can compare with looking back over the
years and finding you’ve grown in self-control, judgment, generosity,
and unselfishness” (Ella Wheeler Wilcox, Google quote).

III. The Lord Wants Us to Be UNLEASHED (v. 33)

In other words, He wants us to be bold and unashamed in our
testimony about Himself and the gospel. Verse 33 of our text says,
“With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all.”
The church at Jerusalem was unrelenting in teaching and preaching Christ, even in the face of verbal threats and physical persecution
(Acts 4:15-20; 5:41, 42). God was actively involved in empowering
and gracing them to do everything that He wanted them to do (cf. 1
Cor. 15:10). They were unleashed to be the hands, feet, and mouth of
our wonderful Lord and Savior, Jesus (Acts 4:12, 13).

IV. The Lord Wants Us to Be UPLIFTING (vv. 36, 37)

Joseph was known for lifting others up by his words, generosity,
and support. He was nicknamed “Barnabas” by the apostles because
he was always encouraging others (Acts 9:26-29; 11:22-24; 15:37-39).
We need more Christians like Barnabas in this world of heartache,
frustration, aggravation, and trouble. Their spirit is contagious and
goes a long way toward shaping the uplifting personality of the local
body of Christ (cf. Eph. 4:29).
The head of the church still wants His body to be unified, unselfish, unleashed, and uplifting. He wants everyone, Christian and
non-Christian, to experience a little taste of Heaven on earth. MM
Dr. Willie Nettle serves as pulpit minister and one of five shepherds for
the Bypass Church of Christ in Vicksburg, MS, which he and his family
planted in 1987. In 2005, he helped to orchestrate a successful merger
between the predominately white Magnolia Church of Christ and the
then predominately black Bypass Church, resulting in the now-integrated
Bypass Church of about 120.
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News, Notes & Information
JIM ROBERTS
RETIRING

by Ken Joines
After thirty-five
successful years as the
preacher at McKenzie, Tennessee, Jim
Roberts is stepping
aside with plans to
spend his retirement
years nearer their children and grandchildren
in north Alabama.
Jim was born in Mayfield, Kentucky, January 5, 1956. He graduated Freed-Hardeman
University in 1978 with a BS degree in Bible.
He is married to the former Octavia McKendree
for the past 45 years. (Octavia is the daughter
of the late O.D. McKendree, well-known gospel
preacher).
He preached for the Pickwick, Tennessee,
church from 1976 to 1981, and for the Spring
Creek (Kentucky) church 1981-86. Since 1986
he has served the McKenzie church. Jim was
just 30 years old when he began this work and
will be 65 when he leaves. The original six elders who hired him are all dead now; likewise,
a large majority of the membership in 1986 is
no longer with us. The McKenzie church has a
current membership of 300 and is led by six
elders and 21 deacons.
Jim and I have been long-time friends.
I’ve had close ties with the McKenzie church
during the entirety of his ministry there and
have preached there countless times. He and
I have enjoyed time in the outdoors hunting
deer and squirrels. Under his preaching, the
church has remained unified and strong. Jim is
a church-builder because he’s a people-builder and peacemaker, not to mention his solid,
scholarly, and Biblically-based preaching.
Jim Roberts will now be available for substitute appointments, gospel meetings, marriage
& family retreats, etc. in his retirement. He may
be reached at 731-676-0859.
Chance Steen has been working alongside
Jim during this past year and will succeed him
as the preacher at McKenzie. MM
Jim Roberts
755 County Road 513 • Centre, AL 35960

ON THE ROAD with June & Glenda

n Bill Oakley October 29, 1934 – August 19, 2020

Bill Oakley, age 85 of Wichita, Kansas was born October
29, 1934 in Frederick, Oklahoma and passed away August 19,
2020. He married his high school sweetheart, Ione Hayter,
on October 18, 1953.
After attending Freed-Hardeman in Henderson, Tennessee, Bill dedicated
53 years as a full-time preacher and family counselor for churches of Christ in
Tennessee, Oklahoma, and three congregation in Wichita, Kansas. Bill retired
from full-time ministry in 1999, but continued his work with “Know Your Bible”
until 2013. Even after retirement, he continued to counsel and preach for the
local churches and was a mentor to many young ministers. Most of all, Bill
loved God’s Word, and his mission in life was to share the good news of Jesus
with every person he met.
We extend our deepest sympathy to his entire family, but especially to his
beloved wife, Ione. So many of us will remember Bill and Ione Oakley from
attending the RV Rallies especially the Louisiana/Texas rallies. Bill was often a
speaker at the rallies. (comments were taken from obituary)

n Pigeon Forge, Tennessee

We attended the worship services of the Great Smoky Mountain Church of
Christ on November 8, 2020. One of the elders Marc Hayes gave an inspiring
lesson on “Hope”. Al Behel, the regular speaker, has not been attending because of Covid 19. He does an online class and sermon every Sunday morning.
We were blessed with the opportunity to worship with our church family at
the Great Smoky Mountain Church of Christ. We certainly missed those who
are not attending now because of the virus.

n Kosciusko, Mississippi

The Nile Church of Christ in Attala County had Ken Gardner as their preacher for nearly eight years. Brother Ken recently moved to Alabama. Robert
Shelton, longtime preacher in the Clinton area will began preaching at Nile on
January 1, 2021. Mitch Sparks who is attending Memphis School of Preaching
will be filling in until brother Robert begins his work there.

n Wylie, Texas

On Sunday, November 1, 2020, we attended church services at the Wylie
Church of Christ. Steve Minor, the local preacher taught the auditorium class
on Acts 1 with a series of lessons beginning about the Church. Since it was the
Sunday before the election, his sermon was entitled, “Here’s who I’m Voting
For!” His last point was, “I vote for Jesus as King!” It was good to worship with
our brethren in Wylie, Texas.

n Gatlinburg, Tennessee

We attended the Wednesday night services at the
Gatlinburg Church of Christ on November 4, 2020.
The church building of the Gatlinburg congregation
was destroyed by the fire in November, 2016. We
are very thankful to report the building has been rebuilt in the same location. It is a beautiful new building and is very similar to the
one that burned. Randy Vernon taught the Wednesday class on “How to Study
the Bible.” Roger Comstock is the local preacher. MM
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MM READERS’ RESPONSE

Reasons Why We Continue Publishing the Magnolia Messenger
n The Fall issue was very well done.
(James Anderson, Gatlingburg, TN)

n Dear Brother Dennis,
I have enjoyed the MM for many years, but
this fall issue on Prayer is beyond words. May
God bless all.
(Carol Howell, Quinton, AL)

n Dear Bros & Sisters in Christ,
Thank you for your love and work of service
for our Lord & Saviour. The Magnolia Messenger is a blessing to receive.Thank You.
To God be the Glory
(Larry Gordy, Flintstone, GA)

n I love your paper very much.
(Jean Miller, Rogers, AR)

n Praying for you. Enjoy the “MM” God bless
you!!
(Mr. & Mrs. Ira Weaver, Milton, FL)

n Dear Ones in Christ,
Thank you so much for the Magnolia Messenger. It even helps me feel closer to the Lord.
I enjoy it so much. Bless all that help it to be
published. Sincerely,
(Margaret Sue McDaniel, Eddy, TX)

n Thank you for the Magnolia Messenger. I
enjoy it and learning more about God. Keep
up the good work. Love in Christ,
(Wydell Minton, Brandon, MS)

n I really enjoyed your latest issue; had some
of the best articles I have read in a long time
on prayer. Keep it up.
(Michael Cozine, Whites Creek, TN)

n I enjoyed the MM. The article that Stephen
wrote about his dad was outstanding. I love
it and also the prayers he put in the entire
paper was great. Thanks for all that everyone does. I know Bro. AL would be pleased.
Sincerely,

n May God continue the good work you are
all doing.
(Albert & Janie Hayes, Southaven, MS)

n Thank all of you for working so hard to
spread the gospel of Christ. I enjoy this magazine very much. Not much but wanted to help
a little. Thank you,
Barbara Baker, Hohenwald, TN)

n Betty & I enjoy the Messenger very much!
(Jim & Betty Bryant, Red Bay, AL)

n Dear Sister Glenda,
I am so sorry for the loss of your husband
and Brother Al. May God be with all of you.
I look forward to each issue of the MM, all
so wonderful, but the Fall 2020 is one of the
best….
Thank you,
(Carol Howell, Quinton, AL)

n I have enjoyed this paper for many years.
So glad that I had the chance to meet Al and
son before he died.
(June Caldwell, Kenner, LA)

n Appreciate all the good work that all of you
do to teach others about the Word of God.
(Frances L. Hawkins, Madison, AL)

n Keep the Messenger coming.
(Cliff Jarrell, Fulton, MS)

n Dear June & Glenda,
I think you all are doing a good job keeping
the Magnolia Messenger going… Love you all,
(Alva Jean Boyd)

n Thank you so much for sending me the
Magnolia Messenger! I really enjoy receiving it
to read! It’s GREAT! Thank you, thank you!!
(Barbara Bailey, Harrison, AR)

n Enjoy the Messenger. Look forward to it
each time.

(Peggy Shull, Southaven, MS)

(John Hall)

n Dear Brothers & Sisters,
….. I loved Bro. AL Franks lessons, & his wife
June as well. I wish I could have heard at
least one of his sermons. Perhaps I’ll hear him
in paradise…. I enjoy reading the Messenger.
In Christian Love,

n Brothers & Sisters,
Keep up your good work.

(McKinley Griffin, Ashland City, TN)

n I always enjoy the Messenger so much! But
this issue was exceptionally good on prayer. I
read it cover to cover! Keep up the good work.
Sincerely,
(Peggy Engel, Tupelo, MS)

(Rick Eaton)

n Dear Brother Dennis,
Thank you so much for the wonderful publication. It is true to the Word of God…. In Love,
(Gene & Wilma Finley, Star City, AR)

n Magnolia Messenger Staff,
I enjoyed the Magnolia Messenger for many
years. Very inspiring articles and messages.
(Nina Gail Prater, Millport, AL)

n Thank you for all the hard work behind
the Magnolia Messenger and to all those who
contribute such wonderful articles. We look
forward to each new issue and read it cover
to cover, enjoying every word….
(Joe & Amy Tackett, Jackson, TN)

n Dear MM,
I have enjoyed and been blessed by receiving
the MM for the last couple of years….
Please keep up the good work you are doing.
This is a great blessing to our brotherhood.
Thank You,
(Van Massey, Fayetteville, TN)

n Dear Bro Doughty and Sis June,
I love the wonderful article that Stephen
wrote about his dad. I always knew that Bro.
Franks was a fine, Christian man. Stephen
enhanced that. The article really touched my
heart and made me realize even more how
blessed he and his older brothers were to
have the Christian parents they did…. I love
the new look of the Magnolia Messenger, its
smaller size and the paper used. I feel confident it will continue to be published. It keeps
us connected as part of God’s family….
I would like to thank the readers of the Messenger that continue to pray for me. Thanks
for the many sweet cards I have received
since I have had cancer.
(Ava Porter, Thaxton, MS)

NOTICE TO READERS
Send all mail, address changes
and new subscriptions to:

MAGNOLIA MESSENGER
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090

June Franks
662-289-3559

franksmm@aol.com

Glenda Franks
662-792-2800

glendafranks@yahoo.com
CHECK OUT THE NEW UPDATED

WEBSITE

with a Digital Version
magnoliamessengermag.com
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TheChurch
must

by John Pigg
( John Pigg is a dear friend and a talented preacher of the
gospel. As Director of GTO, an evangelistic mission in Mexico
that is spreading the gospel and establishing churches, he is well
qualified to write on this important
subject. -dd)
The great commission was not
merely a command of Christ to His
apostles or today’s gospel preachers
and missionaries. He intended it to be
fulfilled by His church of every generation until the end of the world (cf. Mt
28:18-20). It is easy, however, for the
church to become busy in good works,
edifying worship services, fellowship,
and various worthwhile programs, and
get sidetracked from its primary purpose of carrying out the great
commission locally and globally. In a 2017 Barna Religious Survey
of 1,004 churchgoers across America they were asked, “Have you
heard of the great commission?” Shockingly 51% answered, “No,”
25% said, “Yes, but I can’t remember the exact meaning,” 6% said,
“Not sure,” and only 17% said, “Yes, and it means…” This data
indicates the great commission has fallen out of favor by a failure
of the church to stay focused on four facts as revealed by Christ
and reported by Luke in 24:46-47.

FACT #1: ITS SOURCE
“THUS IT IS WRITTEN.”

This phrase occurs 70 times in the Bible and 31 times in the
New Testament. In an earlier post-resurrection appearance, Luke

on it’s commission
reported Jesus’ encounter with two distraught disciples on the road
to Emmaus. Not recognizing Him, they shared their concerns
about His recent crucifixion and resurrection over which they were
troubled & confused. Jesus exclaimed, “O foolish ones, and slow
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken!” (v. 25). [All
quotations are from the ESV]. In Jesus’ final appearance to his
own doubting apostles, He gave a similar explanation: “These are
the words that I spoke to you while I was still with you that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and
the Psalms must be fulfilled” (v. 44-45). “Must” stresses absolute
necessity. Christ was not a maverick, doing His own thing, but the
Messiah who came to fulfill the written word of God.
The early church appealed to what was written as their source
of authority for its main mission. For example, when Philip shared
the gospel with the Ethiopian eunuch, he “opened his mouth, and
beginning with this Scripture (cited in Isa 53:7-8) he told him the
good news about Jesus.” The church today must stay focused on
the sacred Scriptures as our only source in fulfilling the great commission, and heed the warning to “Not go beyond what is written”
(2 Cor 4:6).

FACT #2: ITS SUBJECT

“THAT THE CHRIST SHOULD SUFFER
AND ON THE THIRD DAY RISE FROM
THE DEAD.”
Lk.18:31-33 reads, “And taking the twelve, he said to them, see,
we are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written about
the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will
be delivered over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will kill
him, and on the third day he will rise.” Astonishingly, the disciples
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still did not grasp the spiritual significance of what the prophets
foretold, or Jesus predicted. Even after his actual crucifixion &
resurrection, once more Jesus “opened their minds to understand
the Scriptures.” Jesus had to refocus their distraught hearts and
doubtful minds on the central subject of the great commission.
Following Jesus’ ascension, the great commission began to be
carried out by the church, and the subject of all its preaching and
teaching centered on the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ
as first importance in His finished work of providing salvation for
lost humanity (cf. Acts 2:22-24, 36, 17:1-3; 1 Cor 15:1-4). Therefore, in fulfilling the great commission, the church today must
stay focused foremost on the subject of the gruesome suffering of
Christ and His glorious resurrection to provide eternal redemption
for lost humanity.

FACT #3: ITS SUMMONS

“REPENTANCE & REMISSION
OF SINS SHOULD BE PROCLAIMED
IN HIS NAME.”
A “summons” is an “authoritative command.” In preparing
the way of the Lord, John the Baptist was commissioned to go
forth and summon sinners with a “baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins” (Lk 3:3; cf. Mk 1:3). It should be no surprise,
therefore, that in the great commission Christ summons “repentance and remission of sins should be proclaimed in his name,” or
in other words, “by His authority.”
In Mark’s account of the great commission, Christ explicitly
commanded “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved”
(16:15-16). To be “saved” means to have the “forgiveness of
sins.” Baptism for the forgiveness of sins was, therefore, implicitly summoned by Christ according to Luke’s account of the great
commission.
In carrying out the great commission for the first time, Peter
summoned believing, but unsaved, sinners who were deeply
convicted of having crucified Christ (they had asked, “What shall
we do”--Acts 2:37), to “Repent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and
you will receive gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you
and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom
the Lord our God calls to himself ” (Acts 2:38-39). Peter then
appealed, “Save yourselves from this crooked generation” (v.40b).
The response was, “Those who received his word were baptized,
and there were added that day about three thousand souls” (v.
41). The chapter concludes, “And the Lord added to their number
day by day those who were being saved” (v.47).

FACT #4: ITS SCOPE

“TO ALL THE NATIONS, BEGINNING
FROM JERUSALEM.”
“Nations” is from the Greek word “ethne” from which we
get our word “ethnic.” The scope of the great commission must
include every ethnicity of people everywhere throughout the
world. There must be no restrictions on who the church reaches
out to with the gospel plan of salvation for lost humanity. We must
be a global church with a global vision because we serve a global
God!
Jesus added these final words in commissioning His apostles:
“You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the
promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high” (v.48-49). In the Book of Acts
Luke recounted Christ’s command to the apostles “to wait for
the promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4-5), and in 1:8 He declared,
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”
Acts chapter two opens with Luke reporting that once the
apostles had received the promised power of the Holy Spirit on
the day of Pentecost, giving birth to the church of Christ, they
followed His missionary scope by starting in Jerusalem, as Jesus
had commanded them. In Acts 5:42 we are told the church carried
out the great commission daily, both publicly and privately. The
church continued to stay focused on the scope of the great commission, and as a result, in less than 30 years the gospel message
had “brought forth fruit in the whole world” (Col 1:6).
The current population of the world is estimated at 7.7 billion people. Lost souls are dying at the rate of two to three every
second, and the second coming of Christ could be at any hour! If
the church today is going to carry out the great commission in our
generation, it must never grow complacent, become indifferent,
get sidetracked, or lose focus on these four facts: its SOURCE,
SUBJECT, SUMMONS, and SCOPE.
A mythical story tells that after Jesus ascended to Heaven, the
angel Gabriel asked Him, “What plans have you made for the
gospel to be preached to the whole world?” Jesus answered, “I have
commissioned my church to accomplish this great task.” Gabriel
wondered, “But what if the church gets involved in other matters
and fails to carry out your plans?” Jesus simply replied, “I have
no other plan; I’m counting on them.” Christ is counting on His
church to stay focused on its commission and to carry it out with
urgency! MM
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Visiting among

Churches

in north
Mississippi

By Eddie Lewis, Missionary to North Mississippi, 9423 Laurel Hill,
Olive Branch, MS 38654. E-mail: lewis7946@gmail.com

August through October 2020
by Eddie Lewis
I appreciate so much the opportunity
to inform you about my mission work
among the churches in North Mississippi. I appreciate the Germantown church
of Christ sponsoring me in this ministry. This report covers eleven Sundays
during the months of August through
October. I served six Sundays as an
interim preacher for the Coffeeville
church of Christ and visiting with six
other churches. Four of those churches
have new ministers and I wanted to
meet and welcome these new ministers
to Mississippi.

n August 16: I visited with the Good-

man Oaks church of Christ in Southaven, MS. Matthew Crowe is the new
pulpit minister. He is not new to the
congregation for he has worked with
the church since 2012 as their involvement/associate minister. They are very
excited to have Matthew in that role.
He is a graduate of Faulkner University
and is currently working on his Doctor
of Ministry degree. He has two children
and one due in November. I enjoyed
meeting him and pray that he will have
success in his new ministry. Since the
Covid pandemic, the church has been
streaming their services but resumed
in-person services in July. The church
is served by seven elders and has a
normal attendance of around 650. This
Sunday they had around 200 present in
their late service.
Matthew preached on “Mercy Across
Borders” based on Matthew 15. He

Matthew Crowe and Ken Joines

defined mercy as not getting what you
deserve. He mentioned that Jesus had
a conflict with the Pharisees over ritual
purity. Jesus told Peter that what you
put in your mouth does not defile you,
but what comes out your mouth, your
words show your heart. He centered
in on the story of the Syrophoenician
woman in verse 21 and talked about the
mercy that Jesus showed her because
of her faith. It was a good lesson.

n August 30: I visited with the West

Main church of
Christ in Tupelo,
MS. Kerry Williams
is the new minister
there. He is married to Lenora and
has three grown
children. He is a
graduate of Sunset Kerry Williams
Bible Institute and
has a Doctorate from Arkansas State
University. Lenora works a few days a
week at FHU. We welcome Kerry and
Lenora to Mississippi. West Main has
three elders and around 350 in attendance before the pandemic.

Kerry’s lesson was “Sick, Tired, and
Hopeless” based on Luke 8:40-48 and
the story of the healing of the woman
with the issue of blood. He talked about
our theology of suffering. He asked do
we have the attitude of James that we
“consider it all joy” when we suffer?
He said all people matter to Jesus. He
said that Jesus is waiting to bless the
desperate. It was a good lesson on faith
and how we should look at trials in our
life. I enjoyed meeting Kerry and seeing
some old friends.

n September 27: I visited with the Ti-

plersville church of Christ. At the first of
the year they hired a new minister. His
name is Seth Williams. He is attending
FHU and will graduate in the spring. He
plans to pursue a master’s degree. His
father is the new minister at the West
Main church in Tupelo, MS. It was good
to see the brethren at Tiplersville and
renew some old friendships. They are
meeting on Sunday morning only and
streaming the service.
I enjoyed hearing Seth speak. He
presented a wonderful lesson. He is a
very dynamic speaker. His lesson was
on “What Kind of
Things Do I Want
for My Life?” Most
people talk about
material things, but
Seth was wondering
when we reach that
point we can say we
want “Godly things”
Seth Williams
for our life. He used
Proverbs 30:7-9.
The Psalms asked for two things:
That God would remove falsehoods and
lies and help him to be content with
the food allotted to him. It was a good
lesson and very challenging. I enjoyed
my visit.

n October 11: I visited with the Pine

Grove church of Christ near Fulton, MS.
Haston Handley, and his wife Chloe, began working with the church the first of
September. Haston is a graduate of the
MSOP and worked a couple of years in
Kentucky before moving to Fulton. They
both are originally from Alabama. We
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welcome Haston and Chloe to Mississippi. The Pine Grove church is served
by three elders and has around 80 in
attendance.
Because
of the
Covid
Pandemic they
Chloe and Haston Handley
are having
worship only on Sunday morning. I enjoyed seeing the brethren there again.
Some were out sick. I got to eat lunch
with Haston and Chloe and enjoyed our
time of fellowship.
In the worship, Haston spoke on
“Andrew, The Apostle” based on John
1:35-51. He mentioned two things about
Andrew, that he was the first disciple
and first to go get someone and bring
them to Christ. He mentioned that he
was a caretaker. He saw a possible solution when everyone else was hopeless
in John 6 when Jesus feed the 5000.
It was a very good lesson and very
thoughtful.
I pray for Haston and Chloe as they
begin their ministry. I pray that they
will be a blessing to the church and the
church will be a blessing to them.

n October 18: Sunday night Madolyn
Gibson and I visited with the Huntsville church of Christ near French
Camp, MS. Nathan Wright is the
bi-vocational minister there. He is a
teacher and coach at French Camp
School.
He has
served as
minister
for the
church
for 19
years.
He is
an MBC
graduate Nathan and Holly Wright
and has a Master’s Degree in education from Mississippi State University. The congregation is served by
five elders and has a wonderful mix
of ages. It was a joy for me to meet
Nathan and Holly and get to visit

with them for a while.
In the worship service, Nathan
presented a lesson on Psalms 59. He
emphasized verses 16 and17. David said
that God was his defense against his
enemies. David sang of God’s strength
and mercy. Nathan said this Psalm
came out of a great trial in David’s
life. He emphasized the importance of
singing in our worship. It was a very
interesting lesson.

n October 25: I was invited to preach

at the Central Academy church of Christ
near Batesville, MS. Ed Casteel is the
minister there. His wife, Iris, had been
in the hospital that week and the elders
asked me to substitute for Ed that day
so he could be with Iris. I was happy to
help. The church is served by two elders
and has around 30 in attendance. It was
good to see the brethren there again. I
had preached there in June of this year.
I encourage you to remember Iris in
your prayers.
I presented three parables. In Bible
class I talked about the “Parable of the
Soils” based on Matthew 13:1-52. In the
morning worship I talked about the story of the unnamed woman who washed
the feet of Jesus with her tears in Luke

7:3650. It
is a
great
lesson
about
God’s
love for
us. In
Iris and Ed Casteel
the PM
Service, I talked about the “Parable of
Wicked Vinedresser” based on Matthew
21:33-46. It is a challenging lesson on
the goodness and severity of God.
Six Sundays I preached at the Coffeeville church of Christ. They continue
to search for a minister. The congregation has no elders, but they have a
wonderful mix of ages and over 60 in
attendance. They offer the minister
a home and utilities. I hope you will
remember them in your prayers. In the
worship services, I have been considering a series of lessons on the “Parables of Jesus”. We have talked about
“Prayer”, “The Good Samaritan”, “The
Wicked Vinedresser”, and growth in the
kingdom, and forgiveness. Each parable
is a powerful lesson for today. MM

The Booneville Church of Christ

is pleased to announce the appointment of Brother
Ken Forrest as its Pulpit Minister. Ken and Anita are the
parents of three grown children: Drew Forrest of Gulf
Shores, Alabama, Kacy Wigginton of Madison, Alabama,
and Troy Forrest of Birmingham, Alabama.
Ken’s love and passion for Christ and His church
is very evident every time he gets in the pulpit and in
everyday conversation. He preaches and lives the
teachings of Jesus Christ. We are both excited and grateful
to have Ken and Anita with us and look forward to seeing great thing happen as
we grow together in the Lord.

PREACHER SEARCH
Coffeeville Church of Christ
Searching for a minister. A congregation of 45-60 people.
A 3-bedroom 2-bath house is provided and also has a storage building.
House is adjacent to the church building.
Contact: Jim Peters 662-675-8623 or John Allen 662-473-8702
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The Gospel Invitation
IT IS NOT ABOUT A SONG!

by Dennis Doughty
When we think about the gospel invitation, our
first thoughts often go to the “Invitation song” we
traditionally sing at the end of the preacher’s sermon.
This practice goes back to a time and day in the church
when many friends and neighbors were in the audience
listening to the gospel being preached. They were there
because someone invited them to come. Many obeyed
the gospel. When was the last time
you invited someone to join you in
worship services?
The apostle Peter did not become
a disciple of Jesus by responding to
an invitation song. He came to know
the Lord through the invitation
of his brother Andrew. “He found
first his own brother,” and the text says, “We
have found the Messiah.” He proclaimed and
“brought him to Jesus” ( John 1:40,41).” Peter
accepted the invitation.
Jesus spoke to many people of Samaria around Jacob’s well. They came
to listen to him because a woman
invited them. “Come, see a man
who told me all the things
I have done, this is not
the Christ, is it?” and
“They went out of
the city and were
coming to Him”
( John 4:29, 30).
Have we come
to think that our
preacher and our nice
facilities will entice
people to come? Do
we believe that a beautiful auditorium, spacious
fellowship hall, and multi-purpose gymnasium will attract them to the gospel? Jesus did not say,”
If you build it, they will come.” He said, “If you invite
them, they will come.”
When did he say that? Just look at the Parable of

the Dinner. “A man was giving a big dinner, and he
invited many.” As the parable goes, he sent his servants
out to invite his friends to come, but all made excuses
and did not come. But the master was not happy and
commanded his servants to go back out and invite any
and all they could find, “into the highways and along
the hedges, and compel them to come in so that my
house may be filled.” To those who did not accept the
invitation, he said “none of those men who were invited
shall taste of my dinner” (Luke 14: 16-24).
If I interpret this parable correctly; the Master is
Jesus, the dinner is the gospel feast, the servants are we
disciples, and our orders are to go out and invite any
and all to the dinner (the gospel message) of the Lord.
And woe to those who do not accept the His invitation!
Jesus wants us to fill up all those padded pews we
have. He knows not everyone we invite will come. He
does not want us to become discouraged or give up, but

“When was the last time you
invited someone to attend
church with you?”
to keep inviting others until some do come.
When I was a little boy, we moved to Florida for my
dad’s work. We rented a duplex apartment. The family
on the other side invited us to attend church services
with them. My mom and dad accepted the invitation.
A few weeks later my parents obeyed the gospel. My
mom and dad would invite many others, convert many
to the Lord, do foreign mission work, and raise a son to
become a preacher and a daughter to marry a preacher.
How many souls have been won to the Lord these
many years from that one invitation?
I ask again, “When was the last time you invited
someone to attend church with you?” MM
“Important Note: During this Pandemic what a great time to invite others to worship with you in your home. You can share your
preacher’s video or your congregation’s live stream with them, and
even answer questions they may have. Do not let this Pandemic
stop us from sharing the gospel with others!”
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FACED WITH PANDEMIC,

FHU REVAMPS
TRADITIONAL
LECTURESHIP

Henderson, Tennessee - Oct 29, 2020

For 85 years Freed-Hardeman University has
hosted the Annual Bible Lectureship, bringing thousands of attendees to Henderson for a spiritual feast.
Faced with the pandemic, lectureship leadership has
been forced to re-vision the event scheduled for Feb.
7-11, 2021.
Instead of the planned week-long study of the
Gospel of Luke with
hundreds of speakers and
large crowds on campus,
the 2021 lectureship
will look at the book of
Ecclesiastes in a different format. “In light of
current events, we wanted
to go to the Word of God
for answers in a way we
hope will bless many,” Dr.
Doug Burleson, lectureship director, said. The theme
chosen for the study is “Encountering Ecclesiastes:
Finding Meaning in a Meaningless World.”
Thirteen men, each of whom has prepared a
lesson on a topic taken from Ecclesiastes, will be featured in a series of videos to be released Feb. 7-11. In
addition, the lessons will be printed in book format
suitable for Bible class study.
“We understand how much the lectureship means
to so many people,” Burleson said. “However, we simply cannot put our student population, or thousands
of guests who come from around the world for our
lectureship, at risk in light of the pandemic.”
Some in-person sessions for students are still
being planned for Feb. 7-11, including the popular
late-night lessons and daily chapel. In addition, links
to special studies for women will be made available
online.
The program originally planned for February
2021, “He Went About Doing Good: The Compassion of Christ in Luke,” is now scheduled for 2022.
“We are continuing to prayerfully prepare for that
lectureship even now,” Burleson said. MM

PreciousMemories
IN MEMORY OF
FRANK MCDANIEL
Patsy McDaniel
(Columbus, MS)

TONY LUTHER

Larry & Diane Dunaway
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Kittie Edwards
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Debra McAdams
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JOE E. WILLIAMS
ROGER JOHNSON
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(Jackson, MS)

(Northport, AL)

Larry & Tammie Cooley

Vera Spencer

DEZMERE “AUTUMN MOON”
ANDERSON
James Anderson
(Gatlinburg, TN)

Stacy Carter

Marilyn Sanders

EVIE G. SMITH

Terry & Rhenda Miltner
(Coldwater, MS)

(Clinton, MS)

DONNA FRANKS
CARRIE ASKEW
MARY HENLEY
DAN MANAL

VERNA WADE BURNEY

(Delhi, LA)

NELL WATSON

W.E. & Judy Walker

Mr. & Mrs. Royce Mann
(Bear Creek, AL)

VELMA DELANCEY
RAY FRANKS
AL FRANKS
PAUL FRANKS
JAY HENLEY
Wilburn DeLancey
(Delhi, LA)

KAYLA, RUTH & CHERYL
Barbara Dee Morgan Pitts
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AL FRANKS
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(Eads, TN)

28 n Magnolia Messenger / Winter 2020

from a

Woman’s
Viewpoint

Home

Holidays

for the

by June Franks
We can all identify with the desire to be “Home for the Holidays.” When we think of the holidays it is natural to think of
families being together. Even if we live away, our desire is to go back
home.
Perry Como sang a beautiful song:

“Oh there’s no place like home for the holidays,
Cause no matter how far away you roam,
When you pine for the sunshine of a family gaze,
For the holidays you can’t beat home sweet home!
Oh, there’s no place like home for the holidays,
Cause no matter how far away you roam,
If you want to be happy in a million ways,
For the holidays you can’t beat home sweet home!”
As wives and mothers we set the tone of our household. Each of
us should strive to make our home where love abounds, where good
memories are made, and where there is laughter instead of fussing.
Home is much more than a shelter. It should be where we can be
ourselves.
The Bible says, “The wise woman builds her house, but with her
own hands the foolish one tears hers down” (Proverbs 14:1). “By
wisdom a house is built and by understanding
it is established by knowledge; the rooms are
filled with all precious and pleasant riches”
(Proverbs 24:3-4). “It is better to dwell in a
corner of the housetop than with a brawling
woman in a wide house” (Proverbs 21:9).
We hear the statement a lot and it probably
is true, “If mama ain’t happy, ain’t nobody
happy.” As moms, let us do what we can to
help our children and grandchildren have good memories of their
childhood.
“Home for the holidays.” The meaning of holiday is a day set
aside by custom or by law on which normal activities, especially
business or work-- including school--are suspended or reduced.
Generally, holidays are intended to allow individuals to celebrate or
commemorate an event or tradition of cultural or religious significance.
Thanksgiving Day in the United States is a historical commemoration, but it has a spiritual dimension in which we strongly
encourage family gatherings and giving praise and thanksgiving
for all our blessings. Every day should be Thanksgiving Day! Let

us put the “thanks” in Thanksgiving. We have so many blessings
for which to be thankful ( James 1:17, Ephesians 1:3)! This sounds
like good advice from Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Cultivate the habit
of being grateful for every good thing that comes to you, and give
thanks continuously, and because all things have contributed to your
gratitude.” Gratitude is about noticing, appreciating, and expressing
thanks for what one has. Research shows that grateful people tend
to be healthier and happier.
Some meaningful verses to consider: The Bible says, “in everything give thanks for it is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you”
(I Thessalonians 5:18). “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
since as members of one body you were called to peace, and be
thankful” (Colossians 4:2). “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and
His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name”
(Psalm 100:4). Jesus healed ten men with leprosy, but only one
returned to thank Jesus for His healing (Luke 17:11-19).
Holidays are a perfect time for families to get together. If you are
still blessed to have your parents or grandparents, go home for the

" When we think of the holidays
it is natural to think of families
being together. Even if we live away,
our desire is to go back home."
holidays, but take responsibility yourself and help in the preparation
of the food. Life is short and you are going to look up one day and
they will be gone. All families at times have problems, but we should
not allow hard feelings or resentment to keep us from being with
our family. Invite someone to your home who may not have anywhere to go for the holidays. There are those who may be depressed
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them to share that time with our family.
Through these special holidays, we should not forsake the church
and worship. The Church is our spiritual family. Jesus purchased the
Church with His own blood, and that is the reason the Church is so
important (Ephesians 5:25). Jesus and His church should be number
one in our lives even through the holidays. I love the Church and I pray
you do, too! MM

Reach your neighbors with
and need encouragement; invite them to come and share a meal
with you and your family. We do not know how the election or
COVID-19 will effect these situations, but we are a free country
and we shouldn’t allow the government to dictate to us how
many people we can have in our home.
The Fall, or Autumn, is a beautiful time of the year. The
changing of the colors of the leaves is a beauty to behold. Pumpkins, colorful fall leaves, turkeys, Pilgrims, and candles make for
beautiful and interesting fall decorations.
The first day of the winter season is December 21st. This is
the Christmas season. The Bible does not tell us the exact date of
Jesus’ birth. It is good the world recognizes the birth of Jesus, but
oh, if only the world would listen to what Jesus says in His book.
The celebration of Jesus’ birth on December 25 is a tradition but
it is not biblical. The Christmas season is a wonderful time of
the year. As a society we are focused more on giving to others,
which is good. The Bible says “It is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35).
The Christmas decorations are absolutely beautiful, and we
enjoy decorating our houses and our yards for Christmas. It is
also a special time for cooking, cakes, candies, other goodies,
turkey and dressing and all the trimmings.
But the Christmas season is also a time of sadness for so
many people. Christmas time without your loved one is almost
overwhelming. We need to remember those who are grieving
during this time of year with encouraging words, even inviting

2021 Topics

JANUARY • Paul’s Favorite Word (Grace)
FEBRUARY • This Is Going to Sting a Little
MARCH • O Careless Soul, Why Do You Linger?
APRIL • Sin’s Fish Story
MAY • The Big Bang Got So Many Things Right
JUNE • The First Murder Trial
JULY • Understand the New Testament in Just 12 Verses
AUGUST • Have You Seen God?
SEPTEMBER • Sitting in Judgment on the Bible
OCTOBER • Don’t Worry So Much
NOVEMBER • Don’t Quit in a Pit
DECEMBER • Is It Time to Update?
Interested? matt@housetohouse.com | get.housetohouse.com
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by Dennis Doughty

“Inscriptions”

Lazarus! The Rest of the Story

We know the story; Lazarus had been
in the tomb four days when Jesus raised
him from the dead in dramatic fashion.
But do you know the rest of the story? He
became a strong walking, talking, visual,
evidence of Jesus’ messiahship. In Jerusalem large crowds came, “not for Jesus’ sake
only, but that they might also see Lazarus,
whom he raised from the dead.” So
powerful was his life now that “the chief
priests planned to put Lazarus to death
also because on account of him many of
the Jews were going away and were believing in Jesus” ( John 12:9-11).
Lazarus had received one of the greatest
“second chances” in life ever, and he used
it to become an advocate for Jesus. He
had been given a “new life,” and everything
became different for him. He began to
persuade many others to become disciples
of his Nazarene friend.
In a much similar manner, you were
dead, having “died to sin.” You were
“buried” in the watery tomb of baptism,
and then “raised to walk a new life” by the
power of Jesus (Ro. 6:3-5). Like Lazarus,
you were given a “second chance” in life.
Like Lazarus, this “new life” should be
used to draw others to Jesus. After Lazarus
came out of the tomb, nothing was ever the
same for him. Your life should never be the
same either.

Judas! Don't judge to quick

He is an interesting study, this Judas,
who betrayed his Lord. We may never
understand fully his actions or motives.
But we know that he was not expecting
the outcome. “When he saw He [ Jesus]
had been condemned, he felt remorse
and returned the thirty pieces of silver to
the chief priests and elders, saying, I have
sinned by betraying innocent blood” (Mt.
27:3-5).
Will Judas have a heavenly home or be
tormented in the flames of hell? Do not be
so quick to judge. He felt remorse, “godly
sorrow works toward repentance”
(2 Co. 7:10). He confessed his sins before
the high priest. He made restitution, retuning the thirty silver coins, bringing “forth
fruit worthy of repentance” (Lu. 3:8).
Could it be that the “innocent blood” he
betrayed, be the very blood which forgave
him of his sin? We will not know in this
world, only in the next. But know this, we
all make terrible mistakes in life. We mess
up big time! But if we will follow Judas’
example (yes, I said that), be remorseful,
make restitution as best we can, and ask
forgiveness, we can know that the blood
that Judas betrayed, is the blood that
“keeps on forgiving us from all sin” (1 Jn.
1:7). Now, you do not need to go hang
yourself as Judas did. Perhaps forgiven, he
did not need to either. -dd

PREACHERS
RETREAT
POSTPONED
Sadly we have postponed our
yearly Spring Preachers Retreat
in Kosciusko.
We felt it might still be too early to be
having a large gathering of men from
many different Congregations.
This is a great event giving preachers
a week of intensive bible study together.
Hopefully we can get back on track after
this Pandemic is under control.-dd

"PREACHER
STUFF"
If you are a
preacher you
need to be getting
"Preacher Stuff.

It is a weekly
email with great
sermons, articles,
illustrations and some good
humor as well.
It is done by Dan Williams,
Director of Church Relations at
Harding University.
To receive it send an email to:

smcaleese1@harding.edu
and ask to be put on the
mailing list. -dd

The Berean Children’s Home

is funded through donations from individuals and churches. If you, your church, or business would be interested in helping
with this work, please contact us. We are a registered 501 c(3) nonprofit organization under the Internal Revenue code and a
registered charity in the state of Mississippi. Therefore, all donations are tax deductible as allowed by law.

Director: Andrew Redd 601-754-4138
Berean Children’s Home
1180 Berea Tr SE
Bogue Chitto MS 39629

Email: bereanchildrenshome@cableone.net
Website: bereanhome.org
Facebook: Berean Children’s Home
Twitter: @bereanhome

Office Phone: 601-823-5776
Office Hours: Monday - Friday
8:30 am-4:30 pm
Fax: 601-823-5997

Our mission at Berean Children’s Home is to provide children with a loving home and to assist
each child to mature spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially and physically.

“A FAMILY with a HEART”

We are looking for a set of House Parents for our Home and if anyone is interested please contact me at my cell number or personal email.
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215. Fred Wesson
216. Loretha Wallace
217. Frank Winding, Jr
218. Darryl &
111. Wanda Yancey
164. Glenda Jefcoat
James Sterling
112. Wanda Orman
165. Patricia Glover
219. Phyllis Spiers
113. Annie Mae Pipkin
166. Laura Brannon
220. Mary McDonald
114. Maggie Edmonds
167. Linda Leech
221. William Free
115. Mary Ellen Patrick
168. Nancy Floyd
222. Ann Kelley
116. Sylvester &
169. Dillie Horton
223. Ora Gladney
Linda Burton
170. Claranett Hathron
224. Elsie Brock
117. Mattie Ann Owens
171. Fran Williford
225. Charlotte Ritter
118. Foster Owens
172. Jo Ann Lott
226. Peggy Wroten
119. Glenda Wilson
173. Perkin &
227. Tracey Morgan
120. Cheri Moore
Wanda Cochran
228. Larry Cross
121. Daniel Carter
174. Robert Thompson
229. Fredrick Alan Jones
122. Michael Brotherton
175. Victor Boone
230. Mary Whitehead
123. Blaise Fernandez
176. Bonnie Holcomb
231. Artis Hinton
124. Andrea McAllister
177. Lisa Dearman
232. Ed Lyon
125. Nathan Bugg
178. Deborah Gatson
233. June Faulkner
126. Ellen Welsh
179. Betty Standard
234. Debra Sigmund
127. Sue Fisher
180. Oreatha Johnson
235. Rosie Lee Odoms
128. Claude Edwards
181. Bethany Stephens
236. James Bricker
129. Alberta Fuller
182. Jane Kuykendall
237. Rosie Taylor
130. Ann Sims
183. Mary Louise Williams
238. Judy Gurley
131. Ann Hulsey
184. Tommy & Peggy Shull
239. Mitchell Gurley
132. Adam Burns
185. Meredith Peek
240. Deborah Brannon
133. Christene Holliday
186. Gwendolyn Bryant
241. Thelma Talbert
134. Gail Saxon
187. Thomas Forrest, Sr.
242. Wayne & Carol Rigdon
135. Charlane Stanfield
188. Barbara Skrobak
243. Bertha Rockingham
136. Exie Motes
189. Irene Wright
244. Ginny Luther
137. Jerry Neighbors
190. Lucille Jackson
245. Sid & Jean Clemmer
138. Glenda &
191. Sarah Hill
246. Timothy Holliday
Danny Wooldridge
192. Anna Yancey
247. Beulah Rupert
139. Barbara Morgan Pitts 193. Barbara Loden
248. Joyce Dunn
140. Jane Walker
194. Nan Conley
249. Sandra Grisham
141. Chris Beam
195. Billye Wiygul
250. Reagan Hall
142. Lillie Williams
196. Shelia Hall
251. Lynn Grisham
143. John Gates, Jr.
197. Laura Nanney
252. Mary Kay Bramlett
144. R L Clark, Sr.
198. Deloris Davis
253. Shirley Bostick
145. Herschel Ford
199. Martin Torres
254. Eva Almon
146. Bernita Booker
200. Tishia Williams
255. Leah Bishop
147. Elizabeth Todd
201. Joseph Bolden
256. Linda Holt
148. Ida Tuggle Walls
202. Margie Hatchett
257. Sherry Gordon
149. Roscoe Slate
203. Jerry Redd
258. Nettie Doss
150. Sue Mason
204. Joy Long
259. Linda Kennamore
151. Patrilla Maddox
205. Ethel Hughes
260. Ruby Wright
152. Bobbie Loggins
206. Amy Hutson
261. Esther Hall
153. Willie Lois Rogers
207. Berus &
262. Sandra Sturdivant
154. Sarah Dantzler
Nicole Womack
263. Wanda Jones Hensley
155. Doralynn Felton
208. Ma’Nia &
264. Ralph Carter
156. M/M Arthur Burnett
Bralan Womack
265. Jason French
157. Betty VanBuren
209. Jeremiah Woodard, Jr
266. Charlotte Rauchle
158. Veartis Reed
210. Jeremiah &
267. Larry Shoemaker
159. Scotty Balentine
Shelia Woodard
268. Martha Lewis
160. Velma Isom
211. Lisa Dettor
269. Mack Moore
161. Karen Williams
212. Peggy Engel
270. Bruce Blakemore
162. Sandy Kelly
213. Gary Willis
271. Clara Allen
163. Admiral & Ruth Tidwell 214. Roy Gambrell
272. Jessie Allen

These Sent In Answers to QB, Last Issue
1. Millie Goode
2. Joy Wells
3. S. Berryhill White
4. Herman Billiot
5. Darlene Gray
6. Joyce King
7. Kenneth Harris
8. Alice Humphries
9. Wilma Lakey
10. Jim & Judy Hill
11. Fannie Johnson
12. Linda Keirn
13. Carrie McGrone
14. Vera Spencer
15. Brenda Broderick
16. John Williamson
17. Doris Darnell
18. Ira & Florine Riley
19. Kathy Perry
20. Ann Kimble
21. Peggy Jackson
22. William Pyron, Jr.
23. Sharon Dantzler
24. Sandy Rushing
25. Kimberly Easterling
26. Betty Skinner
27. Gloria Wilborn
28. Carolyn Oglesby
29. Shirley Carroll
30. Kay Shiers
31. Dorothy Brunson
32. Sherian Martin
33. Carole Shelby
34. Danny Stacks
35. Greg Ward
36. Faye Stanford
37. Wm. & Atlean Snow
38. Linda Cook
39. Paul Pounds
40. Carolyn Stanford
41. Steve Moore
42. Jerry Fleming
43. Betty Bryant
44. Dale Housh
45. Bert Tingle
46. Rosie Felton
47. Ima Jean Fogus
48. Garry Gooch
49. Fran Westmoreland
50. Mary Dyer
51. Iris Posey
52. C. W. O’Kelley
53. Sharon Praytor
54. Dorothy Winslett
55. Charlene Jent

56. Edward Yancey
57. Cammy Richardson
58. Velva Dykes
59. Mary Mann
60. Billy Willingham
61. Beverly Miles
62. Barbara Baker
63. Betty Spears
64. Terry Miltner
65. Rhenda Miltner
66. Bill Moore
67. Stan Neuenschwander
68. Laverne Corley Becker
69. Ray Parham
70. Grace Childers
71. Donna Gulley
72. Beulah Binkley
73. Linda McKinney
74. Rick Bishop
75. Doyce Britt
76. Evelyn Netterville
77. Bobby Brown
78. Randy Sartin
79. Pat Moore
80. Troy Thompson
81. Toni Burnett
82. Elledith Harris
83. Brailey Bryan
84. Mary King
85. Doris Jean Fletcher
86. Bet Tucker
87. Mary Grigsby
88. Clyde Ray Bradford
89. Sarah Morton
90. Janice Galloway
91. Mary Brannan
92. Ann Mobley
93. Dorothy Banks
94. Lawrence Horn
95. Jean Lewis
96. Carolyn Miller
97. Nadine Patton
98. Brenda Green
99. Janie Green
100. Gwen McCauley
101. Pearline Hurst
102. Betty Blair
103. Alice Dempsey
104. Belinda Escoubas
105. Don Lee
106. Paul & Diann O’Guin
107. William Mills
108. Pat Shadle
109. Julius Lee Wales
110. Wilda Pounds

NEW BIBLE WINNER
Brenda Green
Manchester, TN

Recent Bible Winner
Wanza Gray

Lennis Nowell is the one presenting it to her.
He is the preacher for the Northside church in
Corinth, MS

Congratulations

273. Vera Winfrey
274. Gregory Norwood
275. Bobbie Clayborn
276. Carolyn Harvill
277. Dorsey &
Margie Burton
278. Ruby Nell Parham
279. Stephanie Slaydon
280. Dorothy Franks
281. Earl Franks
282. Wes & Rhoda Jeans
283. Donnie Collins
284. Barbara Nickerson
285. Eddie & Luccile Clark
286. Henry Norris
287. Linda Swan
288. Hebert Nicholson
289. Sherry Townsend
290. Jane Barnett
291. Bronwen Pollard
292. Michael Harvill
293. Margaret Teauge
294. Theresa Henderson
295. Angela Ward
296. Johnnie Perry
297. Michael Coleman
298. Dee Kepler
299. James Thornton
300. Valrie Green
301. Sharon Huckba
302. Michael Barnes
303. Charlotte Langley
304. Carolyn Garrett
305. Eddie Vermillion
306. Jim Vermillion
307. Dalton Dietz
308. Clara Mae Francis
309. Bettye Coleman
310. Rachel Valentin
311. Charles Norwood
312. Ruby King
313. Joe Arnold
314. Bonnie Skates
315. Brooke Murphy
316. Rileigh Hammons
317. Emma Jane Thompson
318. Dawson Davis
319. Barry Cole
320. Diane Dunaway
321. Michelle Simpson
322. Brady Walton
323. Kathie Bordelon
324. Bonnie Dixon
325. Scott Floyd
326. Peggy Jackson
327. Lady Garth
328. Betty Shackelford
329. Lois Nielson

South Huntington Street
Church of Christ
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090

THE QUESTION BOX

EPHESIANS 4
(NKJV)

6. Apostles, prophets, _____________ , pastors, and
teachers were to build up Jesus’ body.
7. Gentiles outside of Christ, according to their walk,
were futile , ________________, ______________, and
_____________________ . see verses 17 & 18.

1. According to Ephesians 4:1-3, what four qualities
should each Christian have within himself/herself in
order to establish “unity” within the congregation?

8. God’s seven-fold platform for unity in Ephesians 4:3-6,
consists of what seven things?

1.___________________ 2. ____________________		
3. ___________________ 4.____________________

1. One _______________ 2. One ________________
3. One_______________ 4. One ________________

2. Paul was a ____________ in Rome when he wrote the
Ephesian letter.

5. One _______________ 6. One ________________

3. Paul encouraged the Christians of Ephesus to keep the
unity of the Spirit in the ________of peace.

9. Paul refers to himself not as the prisoner of Rome, but
the prisoner of _________________ .

4. Ephesians 4:10-11 tells Christians that Jesus established at least five offices or functions in operation for
the building up of the body of Jesus. What were they?
1. ____________________ 2.__________________		
3. ____________________ 4. _________________
5. _____________________
5. Unity of the ______________ is to be kept in the
bond of peace.

Please Send Your Answers To Us
(Print your name... Please. Thank you!)

Name: _______________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________
City: ____________________________ State: _______________
Zip:_______________ Phone: ___________________________

7. One _______________

Define the following:
1.

Longsuffering:

2.

Peace:

3.

Unity:

4.

Prophets:

5.

Lord:

6.

Evangelist:

7.

Apostle:

Prepared by Glenn & Beth Beall, foyfoyirish@gmail.com

NOTICE: Each person who sends in answers will be recognized in the next issue
of the “MM” (see page 31). ALSO, by random drawing, the name of ONE student
will be selected to receive a beautiful New Study Bible.

“The Question Box”

P. O. Box 1578 • Kosciusko, MS 39090

MESSENGER Addresses: Changes or Additions: Send info to: glendafranks@yahoo.com

