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Congratulations

...to Ione Wester, our
Bible winner for the
Spring issue of the Magnolia Messenger. Sister
Wester and her husband,
who live near Pontotoc,
have been members of
Tupelo’s Lee Acres congregation since “back in
the 60’s.” It was a pleasure to visit with her at
a Wednesday evening
service and present her
Bible.

Readers of the MM
Sent in Answers to the
“Question Box”
Is Your Name on Page 23?

Near the

Pyramid in Memphis
“Lads to Leaders” Gathered
Story included in the

“Journeys of Paul”

Beginning on Page 15

Are YOU Ready
for
His Coming
or for
Your Going?
The oldest living American
is said to be 115 years old.

You won’t live that long!
(Study Page 7)

- Attendance -

The Top Ten
Mississippi
Churches of Christ
(Report on Page 9)

Answer

“The Question Box”
on page 24
It may help
Save YOUR Soul!

?

Read May’s Response
on page 3

- ELDERS -

Blessing or Hindrance?
“There is nothing or no one more encouraging
in the work of the Lord’s church than a godly elder.
On the other hand, there is nothing or no one more
dangerous or spiritually demoralizing than an elder
who is a bully, a pacifist or one who exhibits a less
than Christ like attitude or behavior.”
(Study Starts on Page 5)

Maranto’s Message

“Put them in mind to be ready unto every GOOD WORK.” (Titus 3:1)
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Readers’ Response
Comments & Suggestions Invited
Criticisms Considered

Dear Friend,
I would love to receive the Magnolia
Messenger. My father and mother received it for years and it would be passed
to me when they were through reading
it, but now dad has passed on, mom has
moved and I am unable to get it quick
enough. Send it to the above address,
and thank you. Sincerely, (Myra Avera,
Creola, AL)
Dear Magnolia Messenger,
We are a small congregation of the
Lord’s people here in southeast Alabama.
About thirty on Sunday morning, 12
to 15, Sunday night, and 10 to 12 on
Wednesday night. I would like you to send
the Magnolia Messenger, to some of the
Faithful brethren here. I have enjoyed it
for several years, and get a spiritual lift
each time I receive it. I read it cover to
cover over several days. Thanks so much
for the MM. I wished the Church in
Alabama had a paper such as you do. The
names of the brethren are as follows. Keep
up the good work. (Carrol Grimes, Abbeville, AL)
To all who help out with the Magnolia Messenger. I love reading your paper
from cover to cover. Thanks for all your

hard work...I have a request for two
people to be put on your list to mail them
a paper also. (Mrs. Sandra S. Corn,
Etowah, TN)
Thank you so much for making me
think about the answers to the these questions. Although I read and study God’s
Word daily, you folks give me more to
think about and research. Thank you,
(Mrs. James Hurlbut, Brunswick, GA)
Dear Bro. Al,
In response to the lady who did not
need the MM as she already had more
Christian papers she could read. Did she
not realize that she could pass it on to
someone else who would really enjoy it...
Love your paper and dedication you put
into it. Thank you, (Mrs. Pat Morris,
Sarah, MS)
I would like very much to receive the
MM. I’ve never seen it till I got locked
up. I would like for my mother to receive a
copy also. (Donna Alexander, Flowood,
MS)
Thank you for Receiving, Reading
and Responding to the MM. Your fellowship is appreciated and needed.
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Published about every 3 months (as funds and
time permit). Mailed without charge to all who ask
to receive it and to others for whom it is requested.
Contributions from churches and individuals
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and appreciated!
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Editor’s Note: The mention of a person or church in the
Messenger does NOT necessarily mean that we either
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‘MM; furthermore, we do not believe that our role before
God is to be that of a judge. We pray, however, that we
will never lend encouragement to anyone or anything in
conflict with, or not in harmony with that which is plainly
taught In Scripture. Your comments invited and encouraged. (A. L. Franks, Editor)
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Marriage is Honorable
Fornication is Sinful
Adultery is Wrong

“Let marriage be had in honor among all and let the bed be undefiled:
for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” (Heb. 13:4)
- A. L. Franks, Editor death do us part”, we realized that our commitment
July 15, 1956 was a warm, summer day in south- to each other and to our marriage was to last and
west Louisiana. It was Sunday -- the Lord’s Day. It last. We actually agreed on a “trial marriage”. By
was also to be our Wedding Day. That morning, it mutual agreement, we pledged that we would “try
was my privilege to preach, as usual, for the Lord’s our marriage” for 100 years -- no less, and then dechurch in DeRidder. After services and a quick cide if we wanted to continue being married. Now,
lunch, I walked out to get in my
that we are not far from sixty
54 Plymouth so I could go and
years together, we are blessed to
“A Trial Marriage”
pick up my wife-to-be. (Would
say, “So far, so good.”
you believe -- a tire was flat!) By mutual agreement, we pledged
The Bible provides guidelines
However, with some help, the that we would “try our marriage” for a loving and lasting martire was quickly changed. I then for 100 years -- no LESS, and riage. For example, Scripture
drove about two miles to pick up then decide if we wanted to con- admonishes, “Let marriage be
“the most beautiful girl in the
tinue being married. Now, that had in honor among all and the
world” who was on schedule to
bed undefiled; but fornicators and
become my wife (“my June”) that we are not far from sixty years adulterers God will judge.” (Heb.
Sunday afternoon at about 3:00 together, we are blessed to say, “So 13:4). Among other things, this
far, so good!”
o’clock.
passage reminds us that “marWhen we arrived at my parriage is honorable.” Marriage,
ent’s home, about thirty miles away, we were sur- biblically speaking, can correctly be called a “Sacred
prised to see so many friends and family members Institution.” God, the Creator, is the founder. You
gathered to witness what we had envisioned as a may also hear the expression, “The bonds of holy mat“once in a lifetime” event for the two of us. Shortly rimony.” This statement recognizes that God has
thereafter, the time came for June and me to stand “set apart” this very special relationship, binding it
in the presence of a gospel preacher and to make together with unfathomable love and an incompaour vows in the presence of God and about 30 hu- rable physical intimacy. (Proverbs 30:18,19 menman witnesses. The Texas preacher, Sam Berry- tions, among other things, “the way of a man with
man, made several meaningful comments about a woman” which, the writer said are, “too wonderful
God’s will for marriage and the
for me” and “I know [understand]
home. He, then, specifically Let no one deceive you. There is not.” Count me in the number!
asked us to answer what was,
And, while it is true that
no substitute for God’s plan for
basically, the same question to
marriage is far more than physiwhich we gave the same answer man. Not two women; not two cal intimacy; yet, we must never
men. Not multiple partners. Not forget that physical attraction is
-- “I do.”
June and I were both very “shacking up”; not just living to- significant (the way God made
excited and very ignorant. Little gether! The institution of mar- us) and that sexual relations are
did we realize what we had just riage is honorable. One man; one an integral part of a lasting mardone. Of course, we had no idea
riage. The partners in marriage
woman. For life.
of where the road of our lives tobelong to each other. “The wife
gether would lead. We did, howhas not power over her own body,
ever, at least -- to some degree -- understand that but the husband: likewise also the husband has not
we had just accepted a precious gift from God -- power over his own body, but the wife.” Neither the
marriage, and that we were participating with our husband or the wife has the right to withhold sexual
Heavenly Father in establishing another home. favors. (Study I Cor. 7:1-5)
Our own home!
Marriage, according to God’s will and plan, is
Living together, as husband and wife for the the framework for sexual activity.
past 58 years, has been an eventful journey mixed
God designed marriage as a lasting (permawith much joy and some sadness. Our marriage nent) relationship between a man and a woman.
has, of course, had its “ups and
As seen in the Biblical account
downs,” however, we have been
of creation, God’s plan was one
richly blessed; we are happy; we
man (Adam) and one woman
are grateful! Three sons helped
(Eve). The Lord God had earto complete our home. Now, our
lier said, “It is not good that the
number has grown from 2 to 26.
man should be alone. I will make
This includes 8 grandchildren
an help meet for him.” So He
and seven great grandchildren.
did. He made woman, then He
And, when the “grands” are all
brought beautiful Eve to Adam
added together, their priceless
and gave her to him. (God was
number comes to 15 -- each a
the first give the bride away!)
blessing beyond measure! We are
For the benefit of all who enso very grateful for our family.
ter into the sacred bonds of holy
As my June and I stood in the
matrimony, the Bible instructs,
presence of God and several wit“Therefore a man shall leave his
nesses and promised to share our
A. L. Franks, Editor
Go to HONORABLE on Page 16
lives and our fortune (?) “until
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Bible Questions Answered
by Cecil May, Jr.
QUESTION:

The following statement was given to me by a respected brother
with a request that I consider a response. (B.B.)

Over the last couple of years I have been giving more
consideration to the Jewish roots of Christianity and to the
proposition that what we now call Christianity is, in fact, a
radical branch of Judaism, akin to the relationship of Mormonism to mainstream Christianity. In a flash of insight,
I realized when Paul wrote, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” much of what we now call the New Testament had not yet been written and none of it had been
gathered into a canonically-recognized Scripture. Therefore the Scripture of which Paul writes must be the Jewish Scriptures, which we call the Old Testament. (B.A)
RESPONSE:
Three significant areas of inquiry are suggested by this statement: 1) Is Christianity a radical branch of Judaism, akin to
the relationship of Mormonism
to mainstream Christianity? 2)
Is the “Scripture” of the church
in the early first century just
the Old Testament? 3) How is
Christianity rooted in Judaism?
A Radical Branch of Judaism?

The opponents Paul confronted in his writing of Galatians were trying to make
Christianity exactly that, “A radical branch of Judaism.” Accordingly, we call them Judaizers.
Paul declares that Christ’s
church is not just a sect of Judaism. It is the Kingdom of
God prophesied in the Old
Testament (Daniel 2:44) and
entered under the “New Covenant” ( Jeremiah 31:31-34;
Hebrews 8:6-13). It is the “Israel of God” (Galatians 6:16).
The Judaizers maintained,
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved” (Acts
15:1). In effect they were saying
that, before you could become
a Christian, you had to first be
a Jew; so Christianity would
be, according to them, a sect
of Judaism. Paul declares that
view to be a perverted gospel
(Galatians 1:6-9) which would
render Christ’s death useless.
“Look: I, Paul, say to you that if
you accept circumcision, Christ
will be of no advantage to you. I

testify again to every man who
accepts circumcision that he is
obligated to keep the whole law.
You are severed from Christ,
you who would be justified by
the law; you have fallen away
from grace” (Galatians 5:2-4).
While, according to God’s
plan, Christianity is rooted in
the Old Testament, it has grown
into a new olive tree whose
branches consist only of those
who have received the “righteousness of God by faith in Jesus Christ” (Romans 11:16-24).
The significant difference
between Mormonism as it relates to mainstream Christianity and Christianity as it relates
to Judaism is that Mormonism
is an illegitimate, unauthorized
offshoot of Christianity. Mormonism’s claim that the Book
of Mormon is inspired of God
is unsustainable. It contains
factual errors. Several of its
statements contradict the New
Testament which the Book of
Mormon itself says is inspired
“as far as it is correctly translated.” See Crouch, Wm. Brodie,
The Myth of Mormon Inspiration (Shreveport LA: Lambert Book House, 1968), et al.
In addition, the New Testament declares its revelation
to be final. God has spoken
his last word in Jesus Christ
(Hebrews 1:1-2). The Spirit
of Truth brought to the apostles’ remembrance everything
Christ taught them during his
personal ministry ( John 14:26)
and further guided them into

no congregation had a complete
written New Testament, they
still had heard the same message. As Paul wrote the Corinthians, “That is why I sent you
Timothy, my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, to remind
you of my ways in Christ, as I
teach them everywhere in every
church” (1 Corinthians 4:17).
When the apostles and
prophets later wrote what they
had preached, it was still “the
Cecil May, Jr.,
word of God” and was inDean Emeritus
tended to be accepted as such.
College of Biblical Studies
Faulkner University
“If anyone thinks that he is a
5345 Atlanta Highway
prophet, or spiritual, he should
Montgomery, AL 36109
acknowledge that the things I
334-386-7154
am writing to you are a comcmay@faulkner.edu
mand of the Lord” (1 Corinall truth ( John 16:18). “All thians 14:37). Paul, writing
things that pertain to life and to the Ephesians, told them,
godliness” have been granted “When you read this, you can
to us “through the knowledge perceive my insight into the
of him who called us to his mystery of Christ, which was
own glory and excellence,” that not made known to the sons
is, thorough the gospel (2 Pe- of men in other generations as
ter 1:3). The contents of “the it has now been revealed to his
faith” “was once for all deliv- holy apostles and prophets by
ered to the saints” ( Jude 3). the Spirit” (Ephesians 3:2-5).
Although uninspired writers
What Was Paul’s “Scripture”? and even pagan poets are quotAs the questioner notes, ed in the New Testament, the
when Paul wrote, “All Scripture term “Scripture” and the phrase
is breathed out by God and prof- “it is written” are never used
itable for teaching, for reproof, except when referring to “Godfor correction, and for training breathed Scripture.” The apostle
in righteousness, that the man Peter refers to Paul’s writings
of God may be competent, and called them “Scripture.”
equipped for every good work” “And count the patience of our
(2 Tim. 3:16-17), the “Scrip- Lord as salvation, just as our
ture” of which he spoke in- beloved brother Paul also wrote
cluded the Old Testament and, to you according to the wisdom
in volume, was mostly the Old given him, as he does in all his
Testament. However, his state- letters when he speaks in them
ment, “Much of what we now of these matters. There are some
call the New Testament had things in them that are hard to
not yet been written and none understand, which the ignorant
of it had been gathered into a and unstable twist to their own
canonically-recognized Scrip- destruction, as they do the othture,” while factually true, con- er Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:15-16).
In speaking of the propriety
veys an erroneous impression.
of
financially supporting elThe gospel, the New Covders
who “rule well” and “who
enant, in the earliest days of the
church, was orally proclaimed labor in preaching and teachby the apostles and prophets. It ing,” Paul quotes Scripture in
was, when preached, the “word the Scripture he is writing,
of God” and was received as “For the Scripture says, ‘You
such. “And we also thank God shall not muzzle an ox when it
constantly for this, that when treads out the grain,’ and, ‘The
you received the word of God, laborer deserves his wages.’”
which you heard from us, you The first Scripture he cites is
accepted it not as the word of Deuteronomy 25:4 but the
men but as what it really is, the second, “The laborer deserves
word of God, which is at work his wages,” is Matthew 10:10.
There is no doubt that the
in you believers” (1 Thessaloearly
church considered the
nians 2:13). Though early on,
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Old Testament to be Scripture and relied on it as they
“powerfully refuted the Jews in
public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus” (Acts 18:28). Jesus laid
the groundwork for that Himself as “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
interpreted to them in all the
Scriptures the things concerning himself ” (Luke 24:27).
But when the early churches received writings from the
apostles and from other inspired
writers endorsed by the apostles,
they recognized and acknowledged them as Scripture also.
As councils later debated
and declared certain writings to be canonical, it was
not the action of the councils
that made the chosen writings
Scripture. Gospels and epistles
were Scripture because they
were inspired, and they were
acknowledged as such for their
intrinsic value and because they
were apostolic. Later councils
did not make them canonical; they recognized them as
canonical because they were
inspired and because the
church had already received
and
acknowledged
them.
Jewish Roots of Christianity

Christianity was prophesied
in considerable detail by the
Jewish prophets and it is the fulfillment and completion of an
otherwise incomplete system.
Prophesies of the Old Testament, including its closing
words, demand something
more to come. “Behold, I will
send you Elijah the prophet
before the great and awesome
day of the Lord comes. And
he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the
hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike
the land with a decree of utter destruction” (Malachi 4:56). The gospels begin with the
work of John the Baptist, who,
Jesus said, was the Elijah who
was to come (Matthew 11:14).
If some from Jesus Christ
were to go back to Moses,
Moses would send them back
to Christ. Moses said “The
Lord your God will raise up
for you a prophet like me”
See MAY on Page 18
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Understanding Money & Materialism

- Seth Sullivan One of the sobering facts
of reality is that money
must be earned in order to
sustain a living (Gen. 3:19;
Psa. 104:23). Students pursue various fields of study
in college, interns work
under a mentor’s tutelage,
and people move throughout the country in hopes
of making a living. Indeed
money is one of the most
significant elements in the
world.
Seth Sullivan
But how should the child
of God view money and its materialism?” Well don’t
purpose? Where can hav- lose hope! The Bible can
ing a misunderstanding of help!
money harm the believer?
Consider what faithful
As with any aspect in life it men and women of God
is important to allow God’s did with their money back
Holy Word to dictate our in the first century. During
thoughts.
a time of severe famine, the
The Apostle Paul de- first century brethren still
clared that he did not covet gave away their possessions
money, however, he did see to the Apostles to help them
the need to support him- in their evangelistic work
self (Acts 20:33,34).
In (Acts 4:34-37). It is evifact, Paul called a person dent by their act that they
who would not financially were “laying up treasures in
provide for his own fam- heaven” (Matt. 6:19-21).
ily worse than an infidel This passage brings to mind
(I Tim. 5:8)! Do believ- what Paul told Timothy,
ers need to work to make “For we brought nothing into
sure their family is getting this world, and it is certain
the day-to-day necessities? we can carry nothing out” (I
Yes! Of course, the child Tim. 6:7). Can the same
of God needs to beware of be said for 21st Century
falling in love
Christians?
Again, there is no inwith money.
The early
The young herent evil in earning a C h r i s t i a n s
Timothy was living and being able to aimed
at
i n s t r u c t e d purchase material things. m a k i n g
that the “love After all, God made this spiritual inof money is the
vestments!
world for man’s enjoyroot of all evil”
They
gave
ment.
(I Tim. 6:10).
of their maNo doubt it is great to get terial wealth for concern
that new iPad, or the latest of others and themselves.
iPhone, or even be able to Just as Christ gave His all
purchase the biggest televi- for mankind (Phil. 2:6-8)
sion available for that huge so it was for the believers.
sporting event! While there For those who didn’t have
is no inherent evil in being much money to offer, they
able to purchase and own still gave of their abilities to
these things, as this earth serve (Matt. 25:14-30).
was meant to be for our enI encourage you to think
joyment, however, beware about how you view money
of the “urge” to keep buy- and material things. Again,
ing.
there is no inherent evil in
According to a recent earning a living and being
U.S. statistic, the aver- able to purchase material
age American has at least things. After all, God made
$10,000 in credit card debt. this world for man’s enjoyThat’s a lot of money! Why? ment. This entire planet
Where did the debt accu- functions around us. Our
mulate from? How does it bodies are able to sustain
get to that point? Perhaps life because of the resources
the underlying question is, on this earth. However, be
“Have I fallen in love with careful not to be like Demas

who forsook Paul because
of his “love for this present
world” (II Tim. 4:10).
Make it a priority to
provide for you and your
family, but remember that
the earth is the Lord’s (Psa.
24:1) and we are stewards
of the things we have (I
Pet. 4:10). The most valuable possession you have
is your soul (Matt. 16:26).
Set your affections or cares
on the things that really
matter! Set your sights on
making spiritual investments! Just as Paul told
the Colossians, “If you then
be risen with Christ, seek
those things which are above,
where Christ sits on the right
hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth. For you
are dead, and your life is hid
with Christ in God” (Col.
3:1-3).
Are you guilty of falling in love with money and
materialism? If so, repent
to God of it, turn to Him
for guidance, and alter your
perspective on life. God
promises to give us a far
better treasure than anything this earth can offer!
Heaven!
Seth preaches for the
Lord’s church in Waynesboro.
His address: P. O. Box 94;
Waynesboro, MS 39367;
sethka63@hotmail.com
Thanks for Reading the MM

One is a Good Audience
“And Jesus said unto them,
Come ye after me and I will
make you to become fishers of
men.” (Mark 1:17)
Large numbers do not have
to be assembled to reap the
harvest of souls for which the
laborers are few.
There is no competition in
the field of personal work. The
laborers are few today as they
were in New Testament times
(Matt. 9:37). Teaching one
man is a good audience.
Examples showing that one
is a good audience are numerous. The woman of Samaria,
Nicodemus, the rich young ruler, Zacchaeus, etc. Peter found a
whole family to be a good audience when he taught Cornelius
and his family.
(via Rocky Creek Church bulletin)

Greg and Beth Ledbetter With Their Daughter
Olivia Katherine: Born 13 weeks early; weighed 25 ounces

Let’s Never Forget
The Power of Prayer
Olivia Katherine Ledbetter came into this world on
December 10, 2013, weighing only 1 pound and 9 ounces.
Little Olivia’s scheduled delivery date was still 13 weeks
away. Olivia’s father, Greg Ledbetter and her mother, Beth,
knew about prayer, had prayed all of their lives, but as Olivia
arrived early on the scene, Greg said they “prayed like they
had never prayed before.”
Greg’s dad, Dale, is an elder at the Siwell Road congregation in Jackson, Mississippi. Beth’s dad is Robert Rawson, long time gospel preacher -- currently preaching for the
Crockett church near Senatobia, MS. Their families were
praying. Their churches were
praying.
The news quickly spread
and thousands of people, all
over the world, started praying for tiny Olivia. One
group was the Facebook page
of “Women of Churches of
Christ” where 14,000 plus
prayed for Olivia every day.
Two days after Olivia
was born, the doctors told
Greg and Beth it was doubtful that Olivia would make
it. However, on January 9,
surgery was performed on
Olivia is Now Doing Well
her little heart and almost
immediately she began to improve. After 106 days in the
hospital, on March 20, 2014, Olivia was able to go home
with her parents.
During this time, Greg and Beth had accepted the work
of serving as youth minister for the North Brandon Church
of Christ in MS. This church has stood by this young family!
Olivia continues to improve. She still has to be on oxygen and just within the last few days, Beth and Greg have
been told that Olivia has some “moderate hearing loss.”
Let’s all continue to pray for Olivia and this family and
to never forget the power of prayer. (Report by Paul Franks)

Southaven Church Plans “Power Lectures

The “Power Lectures” are scheduled to be held July 27-31, 2014
at the Southaven Church of Christ in Southaven, Mississippi. The
theme is “Abraham: The Man That God Called His Friend.”
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What About Your Eldership:
A Blessing or a Hindrance?

- Norman Maranto tual slide which ultimately led to
There is nothing or no one
the establishment of the Roman
more encouraging in the work of the
Catholic Church. It is also eviLord’s church than a godly elder. On
dent that the members within the
the other hand, there is nothing or
church did not step forward to
no one more dangerous or spiritually
stop the approaching apostasy. You
demoralizing than an elder who is a
will recall that the apostle Paul had
bully, a pacifist or one who exhibits a
sounded many warnings, one speless than Christ like attitude or becifically found in Acts 20:28-31.
havior.
This warning was given to
To help keep the church as
the elders of the church in Ephe“the pillar of truth”, individual elsus. The apostle said, “Be on guard
ders must exhibit godly behavior
for yourselves and for all the flock
Norman Maranto
that will inspire and encourage the
among which the Holy Spirit has
membership. Individual members out the elder’s duties in a faithful made you overseers to shepherd
are required, by Scripture, to sub- manner. This work carries with it the church of God… I know that
mit to such godly leadership. El- a grave responsibility of oversee- after my departure savage wolves
ders who serve with a Christ like ing all the affairs of the church (1 will come in among you not spardemeanor, must be willing to step Timothy 3:5; 5:17; 1 Peter 5:2-3; ing the flock; and from among your
forward, when necessary, to help Hebrews 13:17).
own selves men will arise, speaking
correct church problems -- even if
Challenges for the elders are perverse things, to draw away the
those problems are within the local sufficient enough without them hav- disciples after them. Therefore be
eldership!
ing to contend with on the alert....”
Having come
Today, it should be clearly visHaving come out the trivial, trite
out of Roman Ca- of Roman Catholicism and petty differenc- ible, that, history is repeating itself.
tholicism in 1976, in 1976, at the age of es that occur within The Bible still sounds these sober
at the age of 25, I 25,
congregation. warnings to all of us. Elderships of
I was baptized a
was baptized into into Christ and started Each member is the Lord’s church have led and are
Christ and started my spiritual walk as a told to “obey and still leading many congregations
my spiritual walk Christian.
submit” himself into apostasy. Other elderships
as a Christian.
to the elders (He- are allowing an inward individual
Over the years, as I made career brews 13:17) and to “esteem them spiritual rot to occur which can
moves in my personal profession, very highly in love for their work’s and likely will produce a group of
my family and I were blessed to sake” (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13).
apathetic Christians without any
have been a part of five churches
In order to reduce undue bur- zeal for accomplishing the Lord’s
of Christ all over the state of Mis- dens upon elders, God informs the work. What is also evident is that
sissippi. I have worked with and church that no accusation is to be individual members are allowing,
served under many different men brought against an elder except obviously good; but, yet unqualiwithin the eldership. During that upon the evidence of at least two fied men to become elders.
time I was also privileged to serve witnesses (1 Timothy 5:19). To
Today, there is cause for conas a deacon and as an elder for those qualified men who faithfully cern among churches of Christ. A
more than 25 years.
carry out their duties they are to be number of congregations that were
I am now professionally “re- counted worthy of double honor (1 once strong, vibrant and scriptural
tired” but, for the last six years I Timothy 5:17).
rocks for Christ are now, sadly,
have served as the local minister
Despite the fact that the el- giving in to unscriptural teachings
for a small congregation in the dership is a God sanctioned work, and practices concerning instruMississippi Delta. Over the years, all of us are fully cognizant of the mental music, women leadership
I have experienced a very wide fact that the elder is not infal- roles and the elasticity of beliefs
range of individual personalities, lible and is not immune to church about baptism.
Some congregations have
abilities, talents, skills, knowledge and individual problems (Romans
morphed into what are called
and spiritual acumen of the men 3:23).
who comprised the elderships of
History proves that it didn’t “community churches” while
others still exthe
congregations where I was
Today, there is cause for concern among church- ist under the guise
a member, as well
es of Christ. A number of congregations that were of “churches of
Christ”. In addition,
as those I have
once strong, vibrant and scriptural rocks for Christ,
there are far too
met in my travels
around the coun- are now -- sadly, giving in to unscriptural teach- many congregations
ings and practices concerning instrumental music, just “maintaining
try.
God has women leadership roles and the elasticity of beliefs house” and “playing
church.” One has
placed the work about baptism.
only to look around
of an elder within His church. As Christians, we take many years, after the estab- to see the lack of life and/or the
are instructed to have the utmost lishment of the 1st century church, loss of spiritual zeal in congregarespect for the eldership (1 Thess. until the eldership had led the tions all around us.
It doesn’t really matter who
5:12-13 and Hebrews 13:17). To church of Christ into apostasy.
serve as an elder is a very difficult Obviously a single member of originally introduced unscriptural
assignment for the men who de- the church could not have caused teachings and/or negative attitudes
sire, accept and proceed to carry the monumental downward spiriSee ELDERS on page 14

(Erika, Kayla Ann and Will Anderson)

Kosciusko Church
Anticipates the Andersons

New full-time preacher and family
Moving to Kosciusko, on/by August 1, 2014, Lord willing
The South Huntington
Street Church in Kosciusko
is pleased to announce the
selection of Will Anderson as their next full-time
preacher. Brother Anderson, who has been preaching in West Monroe, LA
(Bawcomville) for the past
two years, plans to move to
Kosciusko by August 1. He
and his family and the Kosciusko church family are
looking foward to their arrival in central Mississippi.
In his resume, Will introduced himself to the
Kosciusko church in the
following words.
“I am a native Mississippian, who was born in
Clarksdale and raised in
Oxford. My wife, Erika, is
a native of Batesville, and
we have a seven year old
daughter, Kayla Ann, who
was born in Oxford.
“Our background and
connection to North Mississippi would be a great asset
to your work. My wife and
I have both earned a B.A.
in Education from the University of Mississippi. Our
background in education
has been and will continue
to be, a great benefit as we
serve the Lord. When looking at opportunities to serve
the church and help foster
growth, both spiritually
and numerically it is critical to insure that no group is
neglected My experience has
blessed me with an opportunity to work with members of various age groups
nationalities, races and so-

cio-economic levels. What
a blessing that the blood of
Christ breaks down all of
the walls which the world
has used to divide us! I have
experience
incorporating
various types of technology
into ministry, and I am
always looking to learn of
new opportunities to reach
the lost.”
Will Anderson, who
also is a graduate of Memphis School of Preaching,
is coming to Kosciusko to
take the place long occupied
by Les Ferguson, Sr. who
decided to devote full time
to the missionary work in
Mexico which is sponsored
by the South Huntington
Street church.
Our prayers go up on behalf of the Andersons and
the Kosciusko church as
they join together in building up the world’s greatest
institution -- the church of
Jesus Christ. (alf )

News Notes
NEW ALBANY
Cody Hardin is the summer
youth intern at the New Albany Church of Christ. The
local preacher is Mike King.
VERONA
A Gospel Meeting is planned
by the Verona Church of
Christ. The dates are June
6-8, 2014. Brad McNutt is
to be the speaker. Wayne
Cox is the local preacher.

MM Welcomes News Notes
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Churches of Christ
Provide Disaster Relief in Louisville, MS
NOTE: The following report is
adapted from an article written by Gail
Bragg (dixiebelle@bellsouth.net) for
publication in the news letter for the
church in Union, MS. Sister Gail was
very impressed with the response of
brethren to the great need. In her comments about the disaster relief program
based in Nashville, she said, “The
Church of Christ Disaster Relief, Inc. is
an awesome organization.” We deeply
appreciate Gail’s willingness to share
this information with readers of the MM.
(Editor)

The
Union
congregation
(about 15 miles south of Philadelphia, MS) collected food, hygiene supplies, paper products,
clothing, cleaning products, etc.
for victims of the tornado which
struck Louisville, MS on April
28. The tornado (an F4) killed at
least nine people. The food and
supplies, collected by the Union
congregation, were delivered
to Louisville by Karen Benson,
wife of Union’s local preacher -Rick Benson.
Some from the church in
Union traveled to Louisville on
the Saturday after the storm hit.
They joined with several others,
including some from Starkville
and nearly 30 from the East
Main church in Tupelo. They
all worked together, including
the unloading of an 18-wheeler
filled with food and supplies from
Disaster Relief, Inc. (associated
with churches of Christ), based
in Nashville, TN. Approximately $100,000.00 worth of food,
equipment, cleaning supplies,
water, bedding, clothing, furniture, etc. was unloaded at the
Louisville church building on Saturday, May 3, 2014.
Prior to the tornado, many
young people from the East Main
Church of Christ in Tupelo had
committed themselves to helping
the Louisville church with their
door-knocking campaign before
their gospel meeting was to start
on Sunday, May 4. And even
though the city of Tupelo sustained an F3 tornado during the
same storm system (with heavy
damage but no loss of life), the
Tupelo young people came anyway! How’s that for commitment
and dedication!
Volunteers, including local
members from the Louisville
church, helped in unloading the
trailer. The needed supplies included the following.
600 bottles of cleaner
168 gallons bleach
80 blankets
36 baby supplies boxes
325 family food boxes
(enough to feed 4 people for 4
days)
48 personal care boxes
48 brooms

48 mops
36 rakes
36 shovels
10 wheel barrows
48 tarps
120 large buckets filled with
supplies
7 chest of drawers
8 dinette sets with chairs
Over $5,000 assorted new
clothing
600 boxes laundry detergent
36 pkgs diapers
72 pr. gloves
600 masks
48 pr pillows
48 pr pillow cases
48 sheet sets
18 boxes trash bags
5,670 bottles water
400 pkgs. wipes
After the morning work of unloading the trailer, there was a
time of singing and prayer before
the workers were dismissed for
lunch. This was followed by distribution of flyers about the upcoming gospel meeting in Louisville and also the distribution of
goods at the church building.
It was an humbling experience to be a part of the huge
disaster relief effort, as well as
to see the unbelievable areas of
devastation in Louisville. People
seeking help were already arriving before we left.
There are hundreds of stories
about the storm, but this writer
continues to remember one
woman who came to try to get
some help. Her leg was injured
in the storm. She and her husband were in their home when
the storm hit. He is paraplegic,
in a power chair, and has a colostomy.
She said they were pulled up
into the air and slammed down,
and wound up in a hole under
the floor of their house. He sustained a broken ankle. They lost
everything they owned except
his chair. They are getting help
for their injuries but lost his colostomy supplies in the storm.
Some nurses are trying to find
colostomy and other supplies for
him.
------------

Additional Note by Editor: The
opportunity to do “good unto all men”
is appreciated by the Louisville church.
They are in need of our prayers and
our continued interest in helping those
in need. (alf)

TUPELO
The East Main Church of Christ
in Tupelo served as the dispersing congregation for goods supplied by Disaster Relief, Inc. In
addition, many other churches and
Christians evidenced their love
and care by helping those in need.

Some of the Volunteers Who Helped Unload Trailer Filled with Supplies for Tornado Victims

Working Together to Unload Trailer at Louisville Church Building

Louisville Church Building: “Undamaged”
(About 1/4 mile from devastated area)

A Couple of Volunteer Ladies

Tupelo Also Heavily Damaged
By Tornado on April 28

The damage in Tupelo was extensive; however,
no lives were lost in the tornado. Thank God. Meeting places for churches of Christ were not damaged;

however a great opportunity for showing compassion was presented as churches reached out to help
those who suffered great loss.

Tupelo: Where Two Houses Once Stood

Tupelo: Five Were in this House. All Survived!
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An Investment With Heavenly Interest

from successful businesses
- John Pigg they had given up, but were
I recently ran across some
now poor, Peter replied with
sage and sound financial ada question in v. 27—“See we
vice from the investment guru,
have left everything and followed
Warren Buffet, who pointed
you. What then will we have?”
out that there are 56,956 perHe sincerely wanted to know
sonal finance books listed on
if
their investment in Jesus’
Amazon.com, and in the agKingdom work would be worth
gregate, they contain more
it. I encourage every reader to
than three billion words. He
seriously and prayerfully ponsaid, “That seems absurd beder our Lord’s answer: “Truly, I
cause 99% of the best financial
say to you, in the new world, when
advice can be summarized in
the Son of Man will sit on his
nine simple words: work a lot,
John
Pigg
glorious throne…everyone who
spend a little, and invest the
difference.” Buffet concluded, generously invested over 10% of has left houses or brothers or sis“Master that and the other our income and savings in the ters or father or mother or children
2.799 billion words are filler.” church’s work of benevolence, or lands for my name’s sake, will
I was impressed with Buffet’s edification and evangelism, and receive a hundredfold and will
wisdom because he has prac- the Lord has blessed us with inherit eternal life” (v. 28-29).
Having himself invested in
ticed what he preaches with a abundance, both physically
lifetime of working a lot, spend- and spiritually here and now, the kingdom and in turn, was
ing a little, an investing the dif- and the hope of heaven in our enjoying the heavenly interference, and today he is one of hearts. We have put the King- est, Paul taught, “As for the rich
the wealthiest men in the world. dom first in our finances, and in this present age, charge them
It struck me, however, that God has kept his promise to not to be haughty, nor to set their
his simple financial formula is pay us rich heavenly dividends. hopes on the uncertainty of riches,
but on God, who richly provides
right out of the Word
of God whether he re- “That seems absurd because 99% of us with everything to enjoy. They
are to do good, to be rich in good
alized it or not. Con- the best financial advice can be sumworks, to be generous and ready
sider Solomon’s coun- marized in nine simple words:
to share, thus storing up treasure
sel regarding money
work a lot,
for themselves as a good foundamatters. As to workspend a little, and
tion for the future, so that they
ing a lot, he wrote, “A
invest the difference.”
may take hold of that which is
slack hand causes povtruly life” (1 Tim. 6:17-19).
erty, but the hand of the diliIn regard to earthly conCompared to most people
gent makes rich” (Prov. 10:6).
cerns, Jesus said, “But seek first in the world, American ChrisHe illustrated spending a
little with the example of Mrs. the kingdom of God and his righ- tians, even living under the U.S
Ant saving for a rainy day— teousness, and all these things will poverty level, can be classified
“She prepares her bread in the be added to you” (Mat. 6:33). as “rich.” Buffet’s sage Biblesummer and gathers her food in When a young Jewish ruler based, financial advice in nine
harvest” (Prov. 6:8). As to in- came running to Jesus, bow- simple words—“work a lot,
vesting the difference in what ing down, and desiring to know save a little, and invest the difwe earn and what we spend, what he needed to do to inherit ference,” form a spiritual prinSolomon advised, “Whoever eternal life in the kingdom of ciple that needs to be put into
multiplies his wealth by interest heaven. The apostles took notice practice by every Christian.
Are you investing in the
and profit gathers it for him who is that this rich man left sorrowfully,
and
yet,
he
was
still
rich.
Lord’s work in the local church
generous to the poor” (Prov. 28:8).
The reason was because he weekly with your generous
Beth and I are beginning
contributo enjoy our retirement years was unwilling
to
invest
tions? How
from full-time employment;
Are you investing much of your
wealth
although, by no means have we his
are
retired from God’s service. As in Kingdom in the Lord’s work in money
the
local
church
weekb
u
s
i
n
e
s
s
.
you investing
Christians, we have practiced
took ly with your gener- in Christian
for 48 years of marriage Buffet’s Jesus
occa- ous
contributions? education for
Bible-based, financial counsel this
your children?
of working a lot, spending a lit- sion to teach
Have you
tle, and investing the difference. his disciples,
In particular, the invest- “Truly, I say to you, only with ever made an investment in
ments of our time, talent and difficulty will a rich person en- training preachers for future
treasure in Kingdom business ter the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. generations, or personally
have resulted in heavenly inter- 19:23). Realizing that he and helped to support a missionest. Over our lifetime we have others had come to Jesus rich
See INVESTMENT, page 18
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Are You Ready
For His Coming and/or Your Going?
What if Jesus returned today? God’s messenger of hope, “Arise,
What if you died tonight? Are be baptized and wash away thy
you ready?
sins....” (Acts 22:16)
Jesus is our only hope. He is
When a sinner responds in
the Way; the only Way! “No man genuine faith to His Lord and
cometh to the Father but by me,” Saviour, he gladly obeys the
so said Jesus. An apostle stated Lord’s plan of salvation -- trustclearly, “Neither is there salvation ing not in his actions, but in His
in any other; there is no other name Saviour. But, he must respond.
under heaven... whereby we must He must act.The sinner’s response
be saved.” ( John 14:6; Acts 4:12).) (obedience) to Jesus brings salvaWe must believe in Him. tion from the Saviour. “He that
“Without faith it is impossible to believeth and is baptized shall be
please God” (Heb.
saved....” “Repent
11:6).
BibliThe Average life ex- and be baptized...
cal faith is more pectancy in the United for the remission
than saying, “I
of sins....” (Mark
States is 78.9 years. In
believe.” A genu16:16; Acts 2:38).
ine faith is a faith many countries, folks Salvation
and/
that acts, that live longer. But regard- or the remission
responds,
that less of where you live, of sins does not
obeys! Obedience you are going to die come before reis evidence of that unless the Lord comes pentance or bapfaith. The inspired first. Experience veri- tism. Salvation
writer challenged, fies this reality. Scrip- comes after be“Show me your ture says, “It is ap- lieving response
faith
without pointed unto man once to the Lordship
your works and I
of Jesus Christ.
to die...” Then follows
will show you my
When one is
faith by my works” the sobering thought, “baptized
into
“but after this the judg- Christ”
( James 2:18).
(Gal.
Saving faith in ment.” (Heb. 9:27).
3:27) he is exThe most serious pected to grow in
Jesus as Lord and
Saviour, requires question that can be grace and knowlmore than sim- raised about your death edge of his Lord.
ply calling Him or my death is, “Are The newly born
“Lord”.
Jesus you, am I, ready to die?” babe in Christ is
asked, “Why call Please study the article to be nourished
me Lord, Lord and
with God’s word,
on this page and heed
do not the things
surrounded
by
that I say?” (Luke the admonition given the loving sup6:46). Jesus also to ancient Israel, “Pre- port of a caring
plainly said, “Not pare to meet thy God...” family of brother
everyone who says (Amos 4:12)
and sisters [the
Lord, Lord shall
church] so that
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he may become more and more
he that doeth the will of my Father like the One whose name he
which is in heaven.” (Matt. 7:21)
wears; i.e., “CHRIST-IAN.” A
In response to the Lord’s offer person who is a Christian and
of salvation by grace, a believer is daily seeking to be more and
is required to repent. “Except more like Jesus Christ -- He/she
you repent,” Jesus said, “you will is ready. He/she is prepared for
perish.” (Luke 13:3). Peter com- death and/or the second coming
manded those who desired salva- of Jesus. What about you? Are
tion to “Repent and ___ _______” you ready? (Al Franks, Editor)
(Acts 2:38). Paul preached that
601-668-3344
God commanded “all men everyfranksmm@aol.com
where to repent” (Acts 17:30).
As further evidence of genuimportant
ine faith in Jesus as “Lord and
How Long
Saviour”, it is necessary to be
baptized (immersed) in waWill You live?
ter. Jesus said, “He that believeth
more important
and is baptized shall be saved....”
(Mark 16:16). The apostle PeWill You
ter commanded, “_______ and
be baptized in the name of Jesus
for the remission of sins....” (Acts
2:38). Saul of Tarsus was told by

Be Ready To Die?
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MM RV Rally at Louisville Attracts New Visitors
Theme: A cappella Music & Congregational Singing

- Report by Paul Franks Ed and his wife, Thana, are from
About sixteen years ago I pur- Sherman, Texas. Brother Furr is a
chased a new camper. I wanted to gospel preacher who has a pasgo camping and take my parents sion for good acappella singing.
with us. We decided also to invite Most of his life he has been associreaders of the Messenger to the ated with a singing school in Texas
very first RV rally. A rather large and has served as the director for
group showed up at Roosevelt the past twenty years.
State Park near Morton, MissisBrother Joe Ed’s classes were
sippi where we all had a wonderful very informative. After hearing his
time.
lessons one cannot help but to
This was the beginning of the appreciate the tremendous knowlMagnolia Messenger RV Rallies edge he has on the subject of
that would be held each following Christian Music.
year. The next year, my cousin,
We need to be encouraging
Ray Franks came to the Mississip- many of those who lead singing
pi rally and enjoyed it so much he in our congregations to attend a
went home
good singand began
ing school.
a rally in
S u r e l y
his home
all would
state
of
agree that
Louisiana.
it would be
During
a blessing
these last
to
have
16 years
men better
we have
prepared
met
and
to
lead
enjoyed a
congreclose regational
You don’t have to have an RV to attend
lationship
singing.
with a lot of people from several The better the singing, the betdifferent states. Every rally has ter the preaching and the better
been a feast of fellowship, Bible the worship service the more
study and delicious food.
growth we will see in the church.
The rallies have been held at
When I was 16 years old, (40
campgrounds where people can years ago) it was my privilege to
attend who do not have an RV. attend a two week singing school
This makes it possible for every- in New Albany, Mississippi. It was
one who would like to do so can conducted by L. O. and Leon
attend. There are cabins or hotel Sanderson and others. This was
rooms at the campground to rent a great experience for me and enfor those who do not have an RV.
couraged me in my song leading.
For the last three years we
We want to thank everyone who
have had our Mississippi rally at attended and those who helped
beautiful Lake-Tiak’-Khata near make it a great success. A special
Louisville, MS. This year’s rally thanks to my two brothers Philip
was April 23-26. We had a good and Stephen for providing the food
crowd for the entire rally and were and grilling the hamburgers and
thankful some were at least able to hotdogs on Thursday even.
come and spend one day.
Some of the folks arrive early,
even before the official beginning
of the rally on Tuesday. Those who
came early this year were treated
to a special meal on Monday evening made possible by David and
Judy McGee.
On Tuesday morning, the first
full day of the rally, everyone was
given an opportunity to speak and
give an update on their life and to
tell of news from their home congregations. Also, this time is used
to welcome new faces and give us
an opportunity to get to know them
better. This year we were encourPhilip & Garnett Cooking
aged to have new people from
Mississippi, Missouri, Texas and
Also a special thanks to Ray
Louisiana.
and Donna Franks and their helpOn Tuesday evening, Garnett ers for conducting the auction. This
Harris and his helpers did a won- is fun way to help with the expensderful job cooking catfish with all es and to support the work of the
the trimmings to feed the hungry Magnolia Messenger.
campers. Thank you Garnett and
We are so grateful to God for
all your special helpers.
all the blessings bestowed upon
The keynote speaker for this those in attendance at the rally
years rally was Joe Ed Furr. Joe including keeping us safe through

Many of Those Who Gathered Together in Louisville for our MM RV Rally (Photo by Thana Furr)

a severe hail storm that struck on
Thursday night and giving us all
safe travel back to our homes.
We are already looking forward
to the upcoming LA-TX rally in
Palestine and to the MM RV Rally
next Spring. The rallies are truly refreshing, encouraging and spiritually uplifting. The singing, prayers,

Bible studies, potlucks
and the wonderful fellowship help to make it
worth your time to come.
Lord willing, we hope to
see you at our next rally!
Below
Having Fun at Auction

Standing,
from left

Mike
Hony,
Ray
Franks
(auctioneer)
and
John
Pigg

More... Readers’ Response... More

Dear Al and June,
We still enjoy the MM very much.
I especially loved your article, June on
spring cleaning. The spiritual application
is well written. I’m trying to improve on
those areas lacking in my life. I want to be
pleasing to God. The poem that hangs in
your home is very beautiful. I remember
your mama, Al. I have fond memories of
her. I’m thankful to have known her and
to have some of her good recipes in the
Magnolia cookbook. She was very kind
and sweet...Love you two, (Tommy &
Peggy Shull, Southaven, MS)

Branson, Missouri

Vacation in the Beautiful
Ozark Mountains
2 Condominiums Available

Each: 2 BRs & 2 Baths
Each: Full kitchen & Den
Each: Sleeps Six
(1 mile west of Silver Dollar City)
Minimum: 2 nights -- $250.00
Per week (7 nights) -- 600.00

Owned and Operated
By the Fulgham Family, Christians in Yazoo City, Mississippi

Information or Reservation
662-746-5865

Dear Paul/Al,
...By the way, the Magnolia Messenger was such a pleasure to read and
as always I enjoy and look forward to
answering the Question Box. In Christ,
(Sue M. Fisher, Lexington, MS)

More Response on Page 2
We deeply appreciate
every one who responds in
any way to the MM!

Thana and Joe Ed Furr
Joe Ed was Keynote Speaker

Weekend Meeting
with

Cecil May, Jr.
(Friday - Sunday)

Aug. 22 -24, 2014
Question & Answer
Session on Saturday
DeQuincy
Church of Christ
DeQuincy, Louisiana
Bill Collins, local preacher

Houseparents Needed

We are seeking a faithful Christian couple to
come and work with us in one of our homes
that houses girls. The job allows for a salary, paid health insurance, vacation time,
cell phone, and other benefits. The husband
is allowed to work off campus, and/or attend
school.Interested Couples should contact:
Don Williams, Executive Director
North Alabama
Christian Children’s Home
P.O. Box 2652
Florence, AI. 35630
256-757-4212
Nacch.com
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When Jesus “Shaved His Head”

By Mike Benson
Nine-year-old
KamrynRenfroe was recently kicked
out of her Colorado elementary school. She was told she
couldn’t come back to class—at
least until she either put on a
wig, or her hair grew back.
Kamryn had shaved her
head and so the administration
disciplined her.
It was an obvious dress code
infraction. She had blatantly
broken the rules of Caprock
Academy. The school’s dress
code requires uniformity and
that all students adorn themselves in a non-distracting fashion. And what could be more
distracting than a bald-headed
little girl in class?
Well, except for another
bald-headed class mate.
You see, Kamryn didn’t
shave her head to create a scene
or contravene the rules. Hers
was not an act of violation, but
compassion. She shaved her
head to become like her friend,
Delaney.
11-year-old Deleany Clements suffers from neuroblastoma—a deadly form of childhood cancer. Kamryn saw that
her friend had the only bald
head at Caprock, so she decided to support and encourage
her lonely hurting friend by essentially becoming just like her.
Delaney loved it! She said,
“It made me feel very special
and that I’m not alone.”
Isn’t that what our friend
( John 15:13-15) Jesus did for us
too?

Man suffered from the deadly form of soul cancer (e.g., sin)
with no hope of survival (Romans 3:10, 23). And instead
of just watching him suffer in
silence, Jesus “shaved his head”
metaphorically speaking, by taking on flesh and manifesting
Himself in human form. He
became one of us. He identified Himself with us. Scripture
says:
* “And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us…” John
1:14a
* “...God was manifested in
the flesh…” 1 Timothy 3:16a

Mike Benson

* “That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes,
which we have looked upon, and
our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life.” 1 John 1:1
* “...Jesus Christ has come in
the flesh…” 1 John 4:2b
* “Concerning His Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, who was born of
the seed of David according to the
flesh.” Romans 1:3
* “Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared
in the same…” Hebrews 2:14a

* “Who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery
to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation, taking
the form of a bondservant, and
coming in the likeness of men.
And being found in appearance as
a man…” Philippians 2:6-8a
Since He came as one of us,
Jesus knows exactly what we
are going through. He understands when we are tired (Galatians 6:9), or lonely ( John 6:66;
Matthew 26:56), or sad ( John
11:35; 1 Thessalonians 5:16), or
tempted (Hebrews 4:15)!
If Deleany felt special when
Kamryn became like her, how
do you feel as you realize that
the Son of God became like
you?
Think about it.

Mike serves as the pulpit minister
for the Kensington Woods Church of
Christ in Hattiesburg, MS. His address:
Church of Christ
415 South 40th Ave.
Hattiesburg, MS
E-mail: mbensonkw@att.net

“Fight to good f ight of faith....” 1 Tim. 6:12)

The Other Costs!

Our brave and noble washing machine finally
gave up the ghost. So needing a washing machine, I went to Lowe’s and found a great buy. It
was a close out model! The price was great, and I
bought and asked that it be delivered. (That was
free of charge)
But then there was the tax on the purchase...
I always forget about the tax! Then there was the
pedestal the new washer was to stand on. Why
does a washer need a pedestal? Then I was asked if I
wanted the two year extended warranty.
I think you see where this is going! It always
cost more than you expected to pay. Sin, dear
friend, always cost more than the price on the product. I am sure the Prodigal Son, in Luke 15, simply wanted to have a worldly good time. And
what a cost he had to pay!
Then there is the rich young man that asked
Jesus about obtaining eternal life. He could have
walked with the Son of God, but he gave it up for
the love of riches. What a horrible cost he will
pay at judgment! (Luke 18)
There is an allure to sin that draws. It presents a
picture of glamor and sophistication. Behind that
glamor lives a beast that seeks the foolish and gullible upon whose souls he will feast! (Peter 5:8)
(Above is from the Huntington Park Church bulletin in Shreveport,
LA. Floyd C. Johnson, preacher and editor)
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Mississippi Churches of Christ
Top Ten In Attendance
There are 1000’s of small Oaks church and Emily Evans
churches across America.
Al- from Columbus. Gail Jones, who
though the average size of a church is the wife of Mike Jones (pulpit
of Christ in Mississippi is around minister), has had some serious
75, there are several larger church- health issues, but is making a full
es.
recovery. One major mission work
I recently made some phone of this church is a large group who
calls across this state trying to find plan to make the trip to Panama.
the top ten congreThey will be gone
gations according Top Ten in Attendance June 26 - July 4
to the number that
and will carry 50
attend on Sunday (1) Goodman Oaks -- 615 + including transmorning. If you (2) Hanging Moss --- 450 lators. This group
think your con- (3) Booneville ------- 400 will have Bible
gregation should (3) Meadowbrook --- 400 classes with chilhave made the top (4) Senatobia -------- 375 dren. They will do
ten, please send me (5) West Main ------- 360 some construction
an email at apaul- (6) 7th Street -------- 350 work and visit the
franks@gmail.com (7) Foote Street ------ 300 Kuna Indian vilor call me at 662- (8) Siwell Road ------ 280 lage and take beans
792-2700. I will (9) Gloster Street ---- 270 and rice for 3000
be glad to include 10) East Main ------- 250 people
your congregation
Number 5 is
the next time. I plan to do this the WEST MAIN CONGREfor Louisiana in the next issue of GATION with 360 in attendance.
the MM.
I talked with Russell Smith, the
Number one on that list is the youth minister who told me of a
GOODMAN OAKS congrega- group of about 15 going to Cantion in Southaven, MS. I talked ada this summer from West Main
to Lillian Williams, one of the to work with a mission point this
secretaries, and she informed me congregation supports. We talked
that they are averaging 615 in at- about the great mission work in
tendance. She said they had 15 Honduras and Russia that this
to graduate from High school this congregation has been working
spring and the youth of the church with for many years. Especially
will be very busy this summer.
the work in Russia, where the West
Number two is the HANG- Main started a preacher’s training
ING MOSS church in Jackson, school several years ago. We talked
MS. I talked to their senior min- about Dub Hill, a member at West
ister, Curtis Pittman and he in- Main who travels 3 to 4 times a
formed me they are averaging 450. year to Russia to work with an orThere were two churches phanage and widow’s home.
that tied for number three. The
Number 6 is the 7TH
MEADOWBROOK CHURCH STREET congregation in Columin Jackson is averaging 400 in at- bus. I talked to Vicki Barksdale
tendance. I talked to Amanda who informed me that they are avBox and she informed me that eraging 350, they had 10 to graduthe church still hasn’t hired a pul- ate from High School and a group
pit minister. They had thirteen is going to Honduras on a mission
to graduate from high school this trip. One of the activities that this
spring and their youth have a busy congregation participates in during
summer planned as well. Also, the the summer is the Monday Night
BOONEVILLE CHURCH in Live. This is where a group of conBooneville came in at 400. Jim- gregations cooperate and visit each
mie Timbes, the secretary for this other on Monday nights during
church family, told me they had the summer. It is a great time of
nine to graduate. The church is fellowship for the young people in
going thru some remodeling. They the various congregations.
have their young people attending
Number 7 is
FOOTE
two camps this summer. She also STREET in Corinth with 300.
mentioned that the church there is I talked to Cathy Weathers who
hosting Relay for Life Survivor’s works with the church. She inDinner. This is a community event formed me that they hired a new
and they are expecting over 200 on preacher who started in NovemJune 13.
ber of 2013. His name is Reed
Number 4 is the SENATO- Swindle. They had 6 to graduate
BIA CHURCH with 375 in atten- from high school. She informed
dance. I talked to Debbie Sawyer me that Terry Smith and Steve
who has been the church secretary Jones just returned from a successfor over 25 years. The church re- ful mission trip to Uganda.
cently hired a new Involvement
Number 8 is the SIWELL
Minister, Eric Bogus. During the ROAD in Jackson, with 280. I
summer the church has two youth talked to Mary Clemons who is
interns working with the youth;
Taylor Loper from the Goodman See TOP TEN on page 19
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When You Are Lonely

In New York City, Vladimir Visited the Manhattan Church of Christ

Vladimir From Lithuania
Visits Churches of Christ in USA
New York: Manhattan Church
Connecticut: Windsor Church
Mississippi: Kosciusko Church
Mississippi: Woodville Church
Florida: Pensacola Church
- Vladimir Rancev For about 30 years it has been
my dream to visit New York City.
This year I had a chance to do that.
Sometimes, I do things completely
“on faith”. So I bought air ticket,
Vilnius-New York, without having a place to stay in New York. I
prayed about it for some time, then
I phoned to Manhattan Church of
Christ. I spoke with their preacher, Thomas Robinson, and he
said that I am welcomed to stay in
their church building for about one
week. In that way my dream to visit
New York materialized with God’s
help! They gave me the keys from
their church building and it was in
my disposal for a week.
I was very much impressed by
the huge skyscrapers, as well as
by the friendliness of New Yorkers.
I enjoyed the sightseeing of the city
but especially I liked communicating with the church people.
After visiting New York, I took a
train to Windsor, Connecticut. One
of the elders in Windsor Church
of Christ, Gary Burke, participated in Lithuanian Youth Christian
Camp last year and he invited me
to stay at his place.
On my second Sunday in
America I spoke in Windsor
Church about how everybody likes
the youth camps and cannot wait
till the next session. I believe that
these camps are the greatest evangelistic tool and God uses these
camps because most of our members of the Vilnius Church of Christ
used to be campers, then counselors and now they are walking with
Jesus. Then I spoke about heaven
and about the wonderful prospect
of living forever in God’s presence
in His heavenly kingdom, which is
awaiting us all as Christians. This
sermon was very encouraging for

everybody.
On Monday, 5th of May, I flew
to Houston and then to Jackson,
MS. Paul Franks met me there
and I enjoyed staying at his place.
I am delighted that I had a chance
to speak at South Huntington
Church of Christ (Kosciusko, MS)
on Wednesday evening. I introduced myself and spoke about the
camps and about heaven.
I enjoyed the opportunity to
thank all the people who participated in these camps and made
these camps happen in person.
Last year Paul and Glenda Franks
participated in the camp and they
also brought Paul’s parents, Al and
June Franks – this was a great
honor and joy to listen to their sermons and lessons.
Unfortunately, they said they
will never go to Lithuania again because the travelling was very tiring
to them. However, this year they
all are coming to the Lithuanian
Camp again, which proves the
saying “never say never” and also
“God’s ways are not our ways and
His thoughts are not our thoughts”.
On Sunday Paul Franks brought
me to Corinth Church of Christ
(Woodville) where I also had a
chance to preach. The church people received my sermon with great
enthusiasm and I even got some
money for my sermon, which was
a pleasant surprise to me.
After that, on Monday morning
I took a Greyhound bus from Baton Rouge to Pensacola, FL. I like
going by buses because I can see
more of the country than travelling
by airplane. In Pensacola I stayed
at four different families from Warrington Church of Christ.
Communication with mature
Christians was wonderful and I
enjoyed it greatly and learned a
lot from them. On Sunday I spoke
at Warrington Church of Christ,
where I had a very warm reception
and discussion with some people

See VLADIMIR on page 16

- Ken Joines Loneliness can be one of the most desolate words
in human language. Chuck Swindoll wrote: “Loneliness plays no favorites; it ignores all rules of courtesy;
knows neither border nor barrier, holds the clock in
utter contempt, cannot be bribed, it can’t be left behind. Tears fall from our eyes as groans fall from our
lips. But loneliness, that uninvited guest of the soul
arrives at dawn and stays through dinner.”
I suppose all of us can recall times when we’ve
been overcome with loneliness. It may have been in
fourth grade when that special girl told you during
recess, “We’re breaking up.” Or in college when the
one you had set your sights on decided to go a different direction. Perhaps it was when you were estranged
from a family member—or your entire family!—that
you felt the real sting of loneliness. Or maybe it was
when the one who had been at your side for decades
through the ups and downs of life is called from this
life.
Maybe when you first saw the title of this article
some painful thoughts flashed through your mind.
You ask, “What’s a victory with no one to high-five?
What’s a mountain view with no one with whom to
gaze? What’s a tense movie with no hand to hold?”
These are the half-thrills, the forgotten joys, the lost
gifts. Even worse, anything hard becomes almost unbearable when faced alone.
Now, don’t confuse loneliness with solitary. The
two are not related. There have been times when I was
alone deep in the Rocky Mountains hunting elk or
deer. The quiet of the moment and the sense of being
all by myself was anything but lonely. In fact, it was
exhilarating. Conversely, there have been times when
I was surrounded by hundreds of people and yet was
so lonely I could hardly bear it. Loneliness doesn’t
necessarily involve other people. It is a state of mind
often brought on by circumstances beyond our control.
Jesus had some words to say to those who struggle with loneliness. He said it just before leaving this
earth for the final time. He looked at his disciples
and in Matthew 28:18-20 gave what we call the Great
Commission. He said, “…..I will be with you always,
even to the end of the world.” What a promise for
you and me to hold on to. Psychologists Rubenstein
& Shaver wrote that 15% of Americans feel lonely
most or all the time. 78% feel lonely at least some of
the time. Only 6% said they never feel lonely.
Let’s look at a couple different areas. I want us to
see the fact that there is a prevalence of loneliness all
around us, but there’s also a prescription for loneliness
in God’s Word.
People are slow to admit to being lonely. Whereas
they may freely admit to alcoholism or divorce, those
same people are slow to tell you they are lonely. Loneliness penetrates too deeply to the core of who we are.
Actually, the Bible gives us some examples of
lonely people. Adam starts out with just his animals
and it was not fulfilling (Gen. 2). God said, “It is not
good for man to be alone” and he created a suitable
mate. David’s life was filled with adversity, albeit
much of it his own doing. But he said, “My friends
and companions stand aloof, and my nearest kin stand
afar off ” (Psa.38:11). Then from the cross Jesus says
to his Father, “Why have you forsaken me?” He was
lonely.
Then we have all kinds of current examples of
loneliness. They’re all around us every day. There are
the:

(1) OLDER PEOPLE. The elderly represent some of the most severe cases of those who
struggle with loneliness. Did you know that over half
the people in nursing homes never receive a visit?
(2) MOTHERS AND HOUSEWIVES.
They spend their day talking with children and this
stress can lead to loneliness in the lack of fellowship
with adults. And did you know that men struggle
with loneliness, too, but it’s harder for them to admit it? So many men are busy chasing a career, busy
chasing all sorts of other pursuits. And all the while
they tend to neglect close, intimate friendships with
others. Jim Conway, who writes on men’s issues observed, “The American male is lonely and friendless,
but he tries to maintain his macho image at all costs
with surface relationships.” Another category is

(3) THE SINGLE OR DIVORCED.

This must be the most painful in our society. Especially for those who had a marriage and then something happened to break it up. There is simply no
equal to the feeling that you are not loved any more,
or that you are not attractive to anyone.

(4) NEW RESIDENTS. These people often get wrapped up in their own lives and don’t venture outside their own quarters very far. One weary
housewife, tired of her husband’s career moves and
the need to make new friends, explained her loneliness this way, “I got so tired of saying goodbye that I
stopped saying hello.” How sad.
(5) SUCCESSFUL PEOPLE. We’re always hearing that it’s lonely at the top. And if you’re
a CEO or if you’re a leader or if you’ve achieved much
success, oftentimes the higher you go up that ladder
your number of friends diminishes if you’re not careful.
(6) FAMOUS PEOPLE. Albert Einstein
said, “It’s strange to be known so universally and yet
to be so lonely.” At some given moment, most of
us have had a secret craving for fame or recognition.
But just think how sad it would be to not be able
to board an airline, go to a restaurant, or WalMart,
or to the Mall, or to any public place without being
mobbed! What a lonely life. I recall that when we
first moved to Memphis in 1975 Elvis Presley would
reserve a theater after midnight and take some of his
friends there to watch a movie. What price fame!
How lonely such people must be!
(7) THOSE WHO HAVE LOST A
LOVED ONE.

Nearly every reader of this will immediately
think of a family member. Or of your own loss.
Death has a way of leaving an enormous emptiness that can lead to loneliness. Maybe just the announcement at church that someone has a new baby
is a tough time for you because you had a miscarriage.
Or lost a child. Or perhaps you had your baby and
would give anything if your parents could see their
grandchild, but both of your parents have passed on.
Yes, we’re all going to experience loneliness at
different junctures in our lives. So the question is
HOW DO WE HANDLE IT?
Be careful where you turn for advice or comfort. I heard about this lonely frog who phoned the

See LONELY on Page 12
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Being the Light in a Darkening World
- John Gardner much more of us than our efSee the light! Respond to the
forts in the past. Persecutions
light! Become the light! Such
are already arising in some
marvelous imagery can describe
parts of the world. May God
those who come to Jesus Christ
protect us from the violence
in full obedience to the gospel
that is known to many of our
and walk with Him.
brethren in other countries.
Jesus who came into the
But even now in this counworld is indeed “the true light,
try, the protections and priviwhich enlightens everyone”
leges of Christians to speak and
( John 1: 9 English Standard
practice what God through the
Version). He unashamedly deBible enjoins are being curclared himself to be “the light
tailed in the name of a pagan
of the world” and, further, that
stance on religion that reduces
those who follow Him “will not
all faiths to the lowest common
John Gardner
walk in darkness, but will have
denominator.
Ephesians, he describes the way
the light of life” ( John 8: 12).
To condemn some of the
Because of Him, we who the “Gentiles” live (Ephesians most obvious sins according
follow our Lord are “the light 4: 17, meaning by the term the to the Bible is slowly being
of the world, a city set on a hill” peoples swallowed up in pagan framed as a legal offense and
as He shines through us (Mat- belief and behavior. The Ephe- one that carries the stigma of
thew 5: 14). Paul reminds us sians had once been thoroughly a hate crime, no matter how
that we must “shine as lights a part of that “darkness, but now compassionately the message is
(luminaries)” in a world that are…light in the Lord” (Ephe- delivered. The scorn of the pais “crooked and twisted” in its sians 5: 8). As the enlightened, gan mindset that sees any procthey were commanded to “walk lamation of true Christianity
darkness (Philippians 2: 15).
As America drifts further as children of light” and to “take as offensive and outlandish is
and further from its moral and no part in the unfruitful works likely to increase.
spiritual moorings, the divine of darkness, but instead expose
It is going to be hard to be
mission of being “the light of them” (Ephesians 5: 8, 11).
the light we should in the days
the world” by the power
ahead, but Christ and
of Christ becomes more
As America drifts further and further the power of his gospel
difficult. Not that it has from its moral and spiritual moorings, can prevail even if this
ever been easy.
the divine mission of being “the light of great nation moves furBut there was a time the world” by the power of Christ becomes ther toward the wastewhen belief in the God
land of paganism.
more difficult.
of the Bible and the
After all, some in
Bible as His divine revancient Ephesus came
But what kind of world did to true faith, abandoned their
elation permeated much of this
they
have all around? Look at idols, obeyed the living Christ,
great nation of ours. The moral
Ephesians
4: 17 – 24. Consider were transformed from darkprinciples of the Word of God
the
key
words
and phrases that ness to light in the midst of
were incorporated into the laws,
describe
a
deeply
pagan mind- what might be considered a
codes, and acceptable behaviors
set.
of our land. We divided over
“capital of paganism” (alongVerse 17 describes the pagan side Rome and other cities).
some of our understandings of
what God requires of man, but masses as having futile minds. Armed with the armor of God,
the broad moral and spiritual Verse 18 continues by painting including the sword of the
bedrock truths were the main- a portrait of a society that has Spirit (Ephesians 6: 10 – 17),
at its core a darkened under- the Ephesian brethren could
stay of our society.
In the last twenty or thirty standing, having no life from in fact be strengthened with
years or so, there has been a God because of ignorance and the tremendous might of God
rapid departure from our moral a stony hardness of heart. Paul and successfully do God’s work.
and spiritual heritage toward does not hesitate to call them They could be the shining light
a decidedly pagan worldview. calloused and a people aban- of God in the midst of a dark
Belief in God is under attack doned to sensuality and eager world.
as never before in our history. to practice every kind of impuSo can we.
The Bible is denigrated as a rity (V. 19).
A few words later, the aposbook that sanctions violence,
Brother Gardner preaches for
produces bigots, and oppresses tle describes that lifestyle as the North Brandon church. His
women. Its message about corrupt through deceitful de- address: John Gardner; P. O. Box
sexual morality is especially of- sires (V. 23). It was “dark” in 251; Brandon, Mississippi 39043
fensive to the mind that judges Ephesus in the middle of the
gardner.john43@gmail.com
behavior only by preferences day. The saints in Ephesus had
their work cut out for them.
rather than a moral standard.
PONTOTOC
What does a full-blown pa- They could be the light they
gan world look like, when con- needed to be (Ephesians 4: 20 Evan Kirby, preacher for the
trasted to the life lived in the – 24; 5: 1, 2, 8 – 10, 15, 16), but Pontotoc Church of Christ
made a mission trip to the Phillight which Jesus gives? Paul it would not be easy.
Being the light Christ wants ippines. He reports a good trip
gives us part of the answer in
a bold and disturbing descrip- us to be and can enable us to be working with the local congretion of a world in Ephesus. In in the days ahead may require gations.
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Gospel Meetings/Revivals
Paul Says,

One of my favorite songs is “Revive Us again!” We need
revivals. I love preaching in them and enjoy going to gospel
meetings/revivals. Two revivals that I have coming up,
Lord willing, will be at: Church of Christ, Childersburg,
Alabama on June 8-11, 2014 and Pine Bluff Church of
Christ near Oxford, MS on August 24-27.
I still have a couple of openings this fall if you would
like for me or my father, Al Franks, or both of us to come and
work with your congregation for a gospel meeting/revival.
Paul Franks; P. O. Box 1578; Kosciusko, MS 39090
662-792-2700; apaulfranks@gmail.com

Jeralean Talley,
(in the Detroit area)

“Oldest Living American”

115 Years Old

Her advice on living a fulfilling life,
according to Fox News is, “Do unto
others as you would have them do
unto you.” Good advice. So said
Jeralean; so said Jesus. (See Matt.
7:12)

LOUISE
MAYS

DILLON
(of Brandon, MS)

Celebrated

100 Years
April 4, 2014
Louise Mays Dillon was
born on April 4, 1914 in Walnut
Ridge, Arkansas to Thurman
and Emma Childers. She is the
last living survivor of two children born to her late parents.
Louise was married to her
late husband, Oral A. Mays, during which time they were blessed
with two children, Charles
Mays of South Pittsburg, Tennessee and Betty Mays Ruble
of Brandon, Mississippi. Sister
Dillon has also been blessed
with five grandchildren, thirteen great grandchildren and
five great-great grandchildren.
After the death of her first
husband, she was again blessed
in a marriage she shared with her
second husband, John Dillon,
who also has passed away. Sister Dillon, a devoted homemaker,
moved to Brandon, Mississippi, in
2000, to be close to her daughter.
Sister Louise became a
Christian at the age of twenty
eight. She has remained faithful to the Lord for the past seventy two years. Even now, at
the age of one hundred, she
is still faithful to attend church

services when she is able. Sister Dillon celebrated her 100th
birthday on April 5, 2014 in a
garden party hosted by her family. Nearly 150 family and friends
came to help her celebrate.
Sister Louise Dillon worships
with the North Brandon Church
of Christ in Brandon, Mississippi, along with her daughter and
son-in-law, James and Betty
Ruble. We thank God for the
wonderful example set by our
sister in Christ. In spite of her
age she still feels a need to assemble with brothers and sisters
in Christ to worship the Father in
“spirit and truth” each Lord’s Day.
The Mayor of the city of Brandon proclaimed April 4, 2014 as a
day to honor Louise Dillon for her
lifetime achievements, requesting that the citizens of Brandon
join together in congratulating
Louise Mays Dillon upon the
occasion of her 100th birthday.
We also join with many
others in saying, belatedly,
Happy 100th Birthday Sister Louise! May God continue
to bless you! (June Franks)
Thanks for reading the MM
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Lonely
(Cont. from page 10)

Psychic Hotline and asked, “What
does my future hold?” The advisor
told the frog, “You’re going to meet
a beautiful young girl of 19 who
wants to know everything about
you?” The frog said, “Will I meet
her at a party or at the beach?” The
Psychic said, “No, you’ll meet her
in the Biology class lab.”
Just what is the cure for loneliness? Let’s start with this promise from God. Deut. 31:6 says,
“Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid and terrified because
of them. For the Lord your God
goes with you. He will never leave
you nor forsake you.” Let’s look at
some ABCs for curing loneliness.

Acknowledge your loneliness. One man said, “I have been
deserted. I am all alone.” Do you
know who wrote that? Apostle
Paul! This good man had tons of
friends and lots of influence all
over that part of the world and yet
he says he was lonely (see II Tim.
4:9-11). He longed for companionship, friendships and relationships. Nothing is gained by denying that you are lonely. Just admit
it. Perhaps someone will step up to
the plate and help you.
Loneliness can raise its ugly
head at unexpected times. Of
course we all know to expect a feeling of loneliness as birthdays, holidays and anniversaries approach.
But at least we can anticipate and
prepare for them. The toughest
times are those that catch you off
guard. In my own case, I may be
shopping at the grocery store and
see her favorite food, or hear her
favorite song on my car radio. For
more than thirty years my wife
used Estee Lauder Youth Dew. To
this day, the instant I smell this
cologne I am transported back in
time and space to another stage of
our life together. Pain!
Build A Relationship With
The Lord. Paul goes on to say,
“……when you come, please bring
the cloak that I left with Carpus at
Troas. And my scrolls. Especially
the parchments.” (II Tim. 4:13)
Why the scrolls and parchments?
He wanted to deepen his relationship with his Lord; he would have
lots of time for reading.
Some of you travel a lot on
business. You’re in a different motel three nights a week. And you
can get lonely. For others it’s just
the opposite: you’re going a hundred miles an hour all week long
with almost no idle time. You need
to slow down and deepen your

spiritual well. “Be still and know
that I am God.”

Choose To Serve God. Out
of gratitude just choose to serve
God. Most people suffer from
insulation rather than isolation.
They turn their focus inward and
not outward and upward. It is a
fact that a lot of Christians suffer
loneliness because they are sitting
instead of serving. Get the focus
off yourself. There are so many opportunities for you to connect with
fellow servants in your congregation. One man recently wrote this
note to me: “I thank God for all
the good people I’ve come into
contact with here. I’ve laughed,
cried, disagreed and even prayed
with the young and old. Six years
ago when I went through a deep
crisis, this church was my refuge.
I found relaxation and relationships here through one of the most
painful experiences in all my life.
But don’t look to the church to
provide avenues of service. There
is no value that you could put on
this place and what it has done
for me. I could’ve chosen a bar
or nightclub, but God was guiding me through those times. He
brought these beautiful people
into my life to share with me and
strengthen and guide me.”
Deepen Your Outreach
To Others. I have read Lee Iacoca’s autobiography. He said the
biggest surprise of his life was
not being fired from Ford Motor
Company. He said, “I was hurting pretty badly and could’ve used
a phone call from a friend—from
anyone—who would just call and
say, ‘Let’s have coffee together.’
But know what? My friends deserted me.”
You see, a part of overcoming loneliness is having a base of
friendships that you have poured
your life into. Being able to swallow your pride and say, “Know
what? I need you. I need your
help.” So, don’t wait to be served.
And don’t waste your time on a
pity party for yourself. Don’t wallow in your loneliness. Take the
focus off yourself and find somebody else to help out.
Here’s the last of these ABCs
for curing loneliness:
Enjoy God’s Presence. This

must be our main theme. You are
never alone. Hear him say: “I will
be with you always.” Jesus is your
friend. Your always friend.
A preacher went to see an elderly man at the hospital and no-

ticed an empty chair near the head
of his bed. He said, “Have you
had a visitor today?” The man said,
“No, that chair is for Jesus. A long
time ago somebody told me that
prayer is conversation between two
friends. So every morning I have
them move that chair up next to
my head and I just talk to Jesus.”
A few days passed and
the man’s daughter phoned the
preacher to tell him her father had
died. She said, “My Dad seemed so
content. Near the end I gave him
an hour just by himself and when
I came back to his room he was
dead.. It was rather strange because his head wasn’t on his pillow,
rather he was kneeling beside that
chair and his head was just resting
on that chair as on someone’s lap.”
Jesus said, “Come to me with
your weariness and burdens and I
will give you rest.” (from the sermon on the mount)
Do you suffer from loneliness? If so, what is the cause? Is it
the result of any of the factors I’ve
listed here? Or could it be that
you have separated yourself from
God and now you are aware of this
separation? Let me urge you to
put God and His son at the center
of your life and keep Him there.
I cannot know what makes
you lonely. But if we could talk
one-on-one, just the two of us, do
you know what I would say? I’d
say, “No matter how hurt you are,
no matter how badly you’ve been
scarred, even when the climb looks
so steep, and you think you have
sunk too low……please know that
God’s love is running always deeper still. You cannot sink too low
for his grace to reach you. And He
will never leave you nor forsake
you.
Ken Joines
7154 Golden Oaks Loop E
Southaven, MS 38671
901-212-1601

MM Found in the Trash

My name is __________. I am
housed here at C.M.C.F. Facility and
was wondering around in the trash
when I came upon the Magnolia
Messenger paper. It is awesome, and
me praying for a Bible. It had this article Question Box so I filled it out. It
says, a drawing for a study Bible or a
Bible CD library but the CD will not
be accepted here, only the study Bible. I
am shocked to had seen this opportunity
to get to draw for the Word. My prayer
is that I get picked, this will be an early
birthday gift for me. Thank you Lord
and God! Bless each of you here at
Magnolia. I would love the Magnolia
Messenger paper. (Name withheld by
editor, Pearl, MS)
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In Memory Of

MRS. VELMA DELANCEY
Ms. Louise S. O’Reilly
(Germantown, TN)
Wilburn DeLancey
(Benton, MS)

GEORGE & LILLIE M. LEWIS
Prince Lewis
(Kosciusko, MS)

ELIZABETH JESSIMAN
Betty Shackelford
(Southaven, MS)

JESSE ROBERT FRANKS
Pam McCoy
(Baytown, TX)
Ray & Donna Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

MRS. LILY EARLEY
Carolyn Loyd
(Sumrall, MS)

LOUIS G. STRICKLAND
LOIS & CLARENCE FULGHAM
HOWARD FULGHAM
MADELINE FULGHAM
BROADAWAY
JAMES “DOC” FULGHAM
Bonnie Strickland
(Brandon, MS)

JOAN BROWN

Lee & Vera Cole
John & Debbie Sweeney
(Henderson, TN)

BRUCE D. NICHOLS
Pam Nichols
(Haughton, LA)

LENOLA BALENTINE

TARA DAY

Horace & Carolyn Jacobs
(Lynchburg, TN)

RICKY & CARLA CADDEN

Wayne, Gerry & Kerry Peddy
(Conroe, TX)

ANN WELCH

Charles & Juanita Fulgham
(Yazoo City, MS)
Reid & Frieda Thompson
(DeRidder, LA)
Virginia Nisbett
(Lewisville, TX)
Ray & Donna Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)
Garnett & Betty Harris
(Brandon, MS)
Carole Milner
(Brandon, MS)

WANDA BROOKS

Garnett & Betty Harris
(Brandon, MS)
Carole Milner
(Brandon, MS)
Ray & Donna Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

AGNES ELIZABETH HABETZ
GASTON BARROW
SHARON MUELLER
JOE MUELLER
Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

“DOC” FULGHAM

Ray & Donna Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

JUDY WHITE
DUB DELOACH

Scotty Balentine
(Florence, AL)

Charles & Juanita Fulgham
(Yazoo City, MS)

JOHNNY ALDRIDGE
STEPHEN ALDRIDGE

LULA MAE THOMAS
Olive “Jackie” Lorenson
and Jane Mullins
(Southaven, MS)

DEWEY & BESSIE POUNDS

In Honor Of

Garnett & Betty Harris
(Brandon, MS)
Doris Watson
Wilma Barfield
(Memphis, TN)

RUTH COOK

Carl & Joy Trimm
(Somerville, TN)

SAMANTHA GENTRY
Glenda Morris
(Crosby, MS)

Thanks from the Franks!

LOUISE DILLION

(100th Birthday)
Garnett & Betty Harris
(Brandon, MS)
NOTE: In addition to the name
of the person being memorialized or
honored, please include your name
and address and the address of a family member to whom a written acknowledgement may be sent. Thanks
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Visiting Among Churches in North Mississippi
- Eddie Lewis It has been a great joy for me
to visit with 11 churches in north
Mississippi during the months of
January through March. It was
very encouraging to me to see so
many wonderful works being done
to further the kingdom of God.
The following is a report of my
visits.
January 5

I visited with the Pine Bluff
church of Christ, Toccopola, MS.
The church invited me to preach
on the first Sunday of each month

lesson was on “Esteeming Others” (2:1-11). Jesus gives us four
characteristics of the submissive
mind: He thought of others -- not
Himself (v. 5-6). He served others
(v. 7). He sacrificed for others (v.
8). He glorified God in what He
did (v. 9-11). The second lesson
was “Power to Receive” (2:12-18).
Paul tells us we have a purpose to
achieve (v. 12-16), a power to receive (v. 13), and a promise to believe (v. 16-18).
The third lesson was “Where
True Peace is Found” (4:6-9). We
find peace from worry by right
praying (v. 6-7), right
thinking (v. 8), and right
living (v. 9). I really enjoyed my time with the
Pine Bluff church.

Corinthians. The lesson was taken
from chapter 11, “Paul’s Defense
of his Apostleship.” John used
some questions to get everyone involved in the discussion. He did a
good job.
Brad’s sermon was based on 1
Peter 2:11ff. He asked the question, “Do you consider yourself a
pilgrim or visitor in this world?”
We are just passing through; we
are temporary. He pointed out
that when we remember that we
will: (1. Abstain from fleshly desires and lust (v. 11), (2. Emphasize
the spiritual (v. 12), and (3. We will
submit to authority (v.13). It was a
good lesson.

January 19:
I visited with the Batesville
church of Christ. Michael Bates,
January 12:
their preacher, was away in a meetI visited with the ing at his hometown of Verona,
Strickland church of MS.
Christ, Glen, MS. Brad
The elders asked me to preach.
Dillingham is their They are served by four elders and
preacher. He has served have around 200 in attendance.
the church for 32 years. They support several mission
Luc Michaud & Eddie Lewis
He is a FHU graduate. works. Josh James is their youth
January to March. They had three Andrew Shelton is their associate minister. They have an active youth
vocational preachers: Bill Russell, minister. He is a recent graduate program and are involved in Lads
Nathan Swanson and Luc Mi- of FHU. The church has around to Leaders. Michael has a daily
chaud. Bill has decided to retire 160-170 in attendance. They help radio program. I enjoyed visiting
from preaching, so the church is sponsor a missionary to Nicaragua. with the congregation.
looking for someone to take his They have an active Lads to LeadI got to teach the college class.
place. I know he will be missed by
Several students were
the church. They have around 45 in
home for the holiday
attendance. It is a wonderful conbreak. I made some
gregation.
points about the Good
In March, Judy was able to
Samaritan (Lk. 10:25attend with me. Avis Porter sat
37). There was lots of
with Judy while I preached. Avis is
good discussion.
known to the readers of the MagI preached on Luke
nolia Messenger. She had an article
7:36-50, the story of the
in the spring quarter 2014. Also
sinful woman washing
she has published a book of poems.
Jesus’ feet with her tears.
She is a wonderful Christian lady.
The story tells us of the
Brad Dillingham & Andrew Shelton
Luc taught the adult Bible
love and forgiveness of
Class during the first quarter. He ers program. They help support Christ. I appreciated everyone’s
began a study of the Psalms. He two TV programs: “Day Springs” words of encouragement.
did a wonderful job each Sunday with James Segars and a Gospel
January 26:
leading the class in a discussion of Broadcasting Network program
I
visited
with the Fraley’s ChaPsalms.
with Billy Lambert. They are inpel
church
of Christ, outside of
I preached a series of lessons volved in many works to help
Corinth,
MS.
Ferrell Hester has
on Philippians 2 and 4. The first reach out to the community. I was
been
their
preacher
for 7 years. He
interested in
went
to
Lipscomb
University,
but
their “Monday
graduated
from
Nashville
School
Night
Card
Class.” I got a of Preaching. Ferrell‘s dad was Guy
card from the Hester. Ferrell cares for his mothchurch the next er, Shirley, now that his father has
week. I ap- passed away. It was good to meet
preciate them her. Cameron Hutchins serves the
church as a part-time youth minwriting.
John Ste- ster. They have three elders and
vens
taught their attendance is around 96. They
the adult au- have an active youth program and
ditorium class. Lads to Leaders program.
Ferrell taught the adult Bible
They
were
studying the class. They are in a study of the
Judy Lewis & Avis Porter
book of Second book of Job. Sunday they were in

Lynne, Shirley and Ferrell Hester

chapter 26, “Job’s response to the
speeches of his three friends.” It
was a good study and lots of good
application.
Ferrell’s sermon was about
“The Work of the Church.” They
have been looking at a series of
lessons on the importance of service. Sunday Ferrell talked about
the importance of optimism. He
made three points about “Why We
Should be Optimistic!” The three
points were: (1. Our faith in God,
(2. Our labor is not in vain, and (3.
We must cultivate a proper mental
attitude. I enjoyed his lesson.
February 9:
I visited with the Clear Creek
church of Christ, on Waukomis
Lake Road, Corinth, MS. Duane
Ellis has been the preacher there
for 15 years. I knew Duane and his
wife, Kathy, when I worked with
Foote Street. They have around 40
in attendance and support several
works. This Sunday, Wayne Barrier and his wife, Janet, were giving a report about the work being
done in several Southeast Asia
countries.

important things about church
growth. (1. Teach the whole truth
in the beginning. Don’t just preach
about grace and forgiveness, but
teach them about faithfulness to
the church. We all have a responsibility to the local church. (2. Help
them understand the concept of
a congregation. We are to support the local church and love the
brethren and the work. (3. Teach
them to work together. They must
have a great unity in the brotherhood. I found Wayne’s report very
interesting. The church at Clear
Creek helps with the support of
this mission program.

February 16:
I visited with the Kendrick
Road church of Christ, Corinth,
MS. Craig Strickland is the
preacher there. He has served the
congregation for less than a year.
He and his wife, Abby, are FHU
graduates. They are members at
the Strickland congregation. Craig
comes and preaches on Sunday
morning. Craig’s grandfather, Pete
Strickland, is one of the leaders
in the church. They don’t have elders. Their attendance
is about 25. Craig and
Abby are planning to go
on a mission trip in June.
They will be going with
a group from several
churches to Nicaragua.
Nelson Wall taught
the Bible class. They began with Galatians 5:8.
It was a discussion of the
Wayne Barrier & Duane Ellis
false teachers and their
division of the church in Galatia
They have several Bible schools
over keeping the Old Testament
and conduct seminars to train native preachers in Myanmar, China,
Continued on Page 16
India and the
Philippines.
He mentioned
10
schools
and the great
work of the
native preachers.
When
they conduct a
seminar for native preachers,
they try to emAbby, Craig and Pete Strickland
phasize three
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ELDERSHIP: Blessing or Hindrance?
(Continued from page 5)

join us for

Polishing the Pulpit

August 22-28, 2014
Held in Sevierville, Tennessee

(Great Smoky Mountains)
PTP is a Gathering of More than 3,000
Christians for Worship and Spiritual Renewal.
Information/register: www.polishingthepulpit.com

Men’s Leadership Retreat
Toledo Bend Church of Christ
30361 Highway 191
Many, LA 71449

August 29-30, 2014

Begins 6:00 P.M. on Friday;
Ends after Lunch at 12:30 on Saturday.

Subjects:

“Preachers/Elders/Deacons as Leaders”;
“Leading Youth” , Question and Answer Session

Speakers include:
Dan Manuel, James Tidwell, Ray Hyatt and John Dollar.
Motel and RV hookups available
RSVP: Danny Manuel at 318-256-0826 or
dannymanuel21@yahoo.com

Church Signs
If you could give a kick in the pants to the person
responsible for most of your trouble, you wouldn’t sit
for a month.”
“I was going to waste,
but Jesus recycled me.”
“Blessed are those
who can laugh at themselves,
for they will never cease to be amazed.”
Virtues are learned at mother’s knee;
Vices at some other joint.”
The above quotes were copied from the bulletin of the church of Christ
in DeQuincy, LA.

within a congregation. The responsibility rests upon the shoulders of
elders to not allow erroneous ideas
to blossom and come to fruition.
They are required by God to exercise their God given authority and
fulfill their responsibility to keep
the church pure (Acts 20:28).
Bottom line: we must face
the fact that a major aspect in the
failures of the church today rests
squarely upon the shoulders of the
leadership -- the eldership. “The
buck stops here” is certainly an appropriate comment applicable to
the eldership of the church.
There should be much concern, within a congregation, regarding the spiritual influence
of men being considered for the
eldership. The church will never
achieve the greatness that God
desires for His church nor will it
recover from the depths of despair
until the elders (and their wives)
possess the qualifications that have
been established for those who
lead His church.
Those qualifications God set
forth are there to ensure that men
of the highest Christian character
and servant abilities are selected
as the spiritual leaders of God’s
people.
Not long ago, while traveling out of town, I had occasion to
twice visit a large congregation. An
elder was instructing the adult auditorium bible class. During class,
I heard a couple of comments that
caused me a little concern. No one
in the class questioned the comments of the elder or asked for
clarification.
On the next visit, a comment
was made regarding belief in Jesus
being a personal decision and it
was akin to a balloon that expanded and contracted taking in all
who should “call upon the Lord.” I
attempted to point the class to the
requirement of obedience to the
Lord which included baptism; but
my comment was short circuited
by the elder.
After class, several of those
in attendance complemented the
elder on a fine class. I stood in
line and eventually was able to ask
what part baptism placed in his
balloon illustration. He totally and
adamantly refused to enter into a
discussion of the matter. Since the
time of my visits, this congregation
is now allowing women to serve in
leadership positions, have separated praise teams and are discussing
the use of instruments to be used
within the worship services.
It never ceases to amaze me
how a whole congregation of once

God fearing Christians can be
led astray by such a small group
of men. But, history proves it has
happened and history now records
it happening again.
It is during these trying spiritual times that many Christians
struggle, become apathetic and
are at a low spiritual point which
leaves them vulnerable to Satan’s
attacks. If the elders of God’s
people do not provide the leadership, the excitement, the vision, the
example and the Godly demeanor
-- then our congregations, as well
as individual members, will falter.
On the other hand, if individual Christians do not take a
stand against scripturally unqualified men becoming elders or those
elders intent on implementing
unscriptural practices, many more
congregations will fall into apostasy or spiritual complacency.
So what is a Christian
to do?
In an effort to thwart problems before they begin, God established personal criteria for men
desiring to serve within the elder-

If the elders of God’s people do not provide the leadership, the excitement, the
vision, the example and the
Godly demeanor -- then our
congregations, as well as individual members, will falter.
ship (1Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus
1:5-9). I believe a natural starting
point in ensuring that the church
remains pleasing to God and also
in helping bring the church back
to where God would want it to
be, would be to actually utilize the
qualifications for an elder found
in scripture before that man is appointed into that leadership position. I know we say we do, but I
am not sure we really consider all
of these spiritual qualifications.
We must take seriously the
names of men placed before us to
become elders. To whisper concerns privately to the wrong parties before a man is appointed an
elder or to gripe and complain after one becomes an elder is totally
contrary to Bible teaching.
Objections and concerns
should be raised either prior to
or during the selection process of
those candidates. The current eldership should weigh the evidence
and decide what bearing the comments have on the qualifications
of the candidate. An unqualified
man should never make it past the
presiding eldership to be placed
before the congregation for con-

sideration of an elder.
The candidate himself must
realistically evaluate his own effectiveness and that of the congregation, should he be appointed an
elder over valid concerns voiced
during the selection process. Can
a man oversee, shepherd, guide and
direct a group of people where several have no faith in him as an elder? It is clearly an important issue many times not addressed and
shown in reality to be an ongoing
“thorn” in the side of the eldership
as long as that man serves as elder.
Inherent in any type of selection of individuals to serve in some
form of capacity, there will always
be differences of opinion regarding
that person. Within Scripture, we
find where God has established an
avenue for resolving individual differences between members including those differences with men
serving as elders or desirous of
serving as elders (Matthew 18:1517).
I believe a very critical part
of the resolution efforts between
members, elders and those within
the elder selection process is that
of the presiding eldership. I do not
believe this phase of the selection
process has been given the attention and priority it so deserves.
There is always a lot of fanfare
regarding “If anyone has anything

against any of these men serving
as elders please let it be known.”
However, is the eldership really
ready, willing and able to handle a
situation scripturally, once someone does step forward? The presiding elders must be attentive to
those members courageous enough
to voice their concerns while compassionately, fairly and scripturally
guiding those particular members
and the congregation through obvious trying times.
Over the years, I believe this
system of checks and balances has
failed in many congregations. Either individual members or the
presiding elders made a conscious
decision not to employ these tools;
or the presiding elders failed to
give proper and respectful consideration to the concerns of the
membership.
Because of this failure of the
“process” there are some members
within our congregations who
have become complacent; some
members who have become disgruntled; some have become very
discouraged and some congregations have been left floundering.
In the worst case scenarios some
See ELDERS on Page 16
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The Journeys of Paul

Paul and Glenda Franks
- Report by Paul Franks Since the last issue of the Magnolia Messenger I have had the opportunity to visit many different churches
and meet some of the finest people
that walk on the planet. The church
in Kosciusko, where Glenda and I are
members, needed some help with the
preaching duties since Les Ferguson,
Sr. resigned as of January 1, as the local preacher to devote his full attention
to the mission work in Mexico. Brad
Adcock, Shawn Hardin and I were
invited to do some of the preaching.
I appreciate the elders giving me the
opportunity.
For a couple of weeks, Glenda
and I traveled only to towns that start
with a “C”. The first C was the community of Collins. Steve and Wanda
Carter have been with this congregation over 30 years and have remained
steadfast in their ministry. This year
a large group of 70 + young people
came to Collins from five churches
in North Mississippi. They call their
special effort “Mission Mississippi”
which was started eleven years ago by

Corinth, Batesville and the Foote
Street congregation (Corinth) where
Terry is the youth minister.
These young people spent a week
knocking doors, conducting a VBS and
holding a gospel meeting in Collins.
They also did additional work in Prentiss and Taylorsville. It was encouraging to see the young men conduct the
entire service the Sunday I was in Collins.
The second C was when we traveled down to Columbia, MS. Chip
Hill is doing the preaching for this
congregation. (Picture) We plan to do
a much larger story concerning this
church in the near future.
The third C was Canton where
my good friend, Roger Hines, serves
as preacher. Roger has a tremendous
knowledge of the Bible and is a good
communicator. His wife, Karen, is a
great asset to him. I really like the tradition of this very friendly church of
eating a meal together after each Sunday morning service and then having
an afternoon service. Many churches
are cancelling their Sunday P.M. services all together; however, I need more
than one hour a week to get my batteries charged to fight the devil. Elders
who are “responsible for our souls”
should provide as many opportunities
as possible for our souls to be fed.
The fourth C and final was Clinton,
MS. We arrived on a Sunday evening
and parked our RV behind the church
building. We visited their Sunday
night service and heard a good sermon
from John Allan, pulpit minister for
this church. After services, we had a
great visit with Mark Bridges, one of
the elders of the Clinton congregation.

Youth Ministers: Michael Hickman (Iuka), Josh James (Batesville),
Terry Smith (Foote St.) and Andrew Shelton (Strickland)

Terry Smith from Corinth. Churches
participating this year were: Iuka,
Strickland (outside of Corinth), West

Chip Hill, Columbia preacher

After that visit, John Allan invited us
to supper making it possible for us to
enjoy a great meal with John and his
wife, Erin and their son, Seth. We plan
to do an article on how John and Erin
met each other in a future issue of the
MM.
The next day, on a Monday, I was
privileged to attend an area wide
preachers’ meeting at the Clinton
church building. There were 14 preachers in attendance. Eric Welch who was
the preacher for the I-20 congregation
in Vicksburg, was the main speaker. He
has since resigned and moved to Jeffersonville, IN to preach for the Hamburg
Pike Church of Christ. We will miss
Eric and his family.
Another preachers’ meeting that I
attended was in South Mississippi in
the community of Wiggins, a central

Youth From Five NE Mississippi Churches Converged on Collins for Campaign
place for the preachers in the area. I
rode down with the Mike Benson,
the pulpit minister for the Kensington Woods church and also Kevin
Colley who is the Director of Congregational Development for the
Kensington Woods congregation.
There was a good group of preachers.
I forgot the exact number but it was
around a dozen. Seth Sullivan from
the Waynesboro congregation was the
speaker. I was always enjoy time with
gospel preachers.
We had the opportunity to visit
our grandchildren in Lavon, Texas.
Since we were there on a Wednesday
night, we visited the Lavon Church
of Christ. This congregation of about
50 received us well. I got to visit with
Lindy McDaniel who is one of the
church elders. Back in the 1960’s to
1970’s Lindy was a professional baseball player. He played for the Cardinals, the Cubs and the New York
Yankees and then finished his career
with the Kansas City Royals. This Lavon congregation identifies itself with
only about 800 churches of Christ in
the United States, including seventeen
churches in Mississippi and eleven in
Louisiana.
As we made our journey back to
Mississippi, our desire was to visit a
church in Shreveport, LA. The decision was made to visit the Huntington Park Church on the West side of
Shreveport. Floyd Johnson is the local preacher. Ronnie Hollis and Neil

Walker are the two elders. The very six states came together in Memphis.
friendly church had around 115 in It also was impressive to realize that
attendance the morning of our visit. same weekend there were 18,000 more
While there, we met a man, Gene young people associated with Lads to
Breazeale, who had lived in Yazoo Leaders gathered in five other places
City, MS and knew my parents. Also, around the country. Zack Zorn had a
Ronnie Hollis informed me that he dream, 45 years ago, of training young
has a daughter who is dating a young people to become godly leaders. Roy
man from Kosciusko named Jacob and Brenda Johnson and others are
Peeler, who is the son of Donald continuing this dream today.
Young folks came from many
Peeler, an old friend of mine.
After the services, I was given an communities and congregations. As
opportunity to talk about our mission we walked around the hotel and went
work with the Magnolia
Messenger. Glenda and I
were over whelmed with
folks who came up to us
asking that their names be
put on the Messenger mailing list. We are still making
good progress in adding
hundreds of Louisiana addresses. One of the best
things you can do to help is
to get permission from the
church you attend and send
us the church directory.
We also want to add to our
mailing list any friend or
family member that is not Jimmie Timbes of Booneville (dedicated
a member of the church so
worker) and Blake McAnally, Memphis
we can share with them the
convention director
gospel.
One of the most encouraging up and down the elevators, we noticed
trips we’ve recently made was go- people from the Chapman congregaing to Memphis to attend the Lads tion. When we walked down the road
to Leaders Convention. Over 2,200
young people and their sponsors from
See JOURNEY on page19

NOTICE: In the winter issue of the MM, I had intended to run a picture taken showing the descendants of Dave
and Lizzie Carter who were present for the 100th anniversary celebration (Nov. 9, 2013) of the “Corinth Church of
Christ” near Woodville, south of Natchez. One hundred years before, on September 12, 1913, the Carters donated
1 and 1/2 acres of land on which to build a church building for their new congregation. A group of faithful men and
women recognized the need to establish a meeting place in the community which would be central to the location of
their homes and work. The people shown below are descendants of this couple.)
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Eldership
(Continued on page 14)

members have even left the church.
Too often, I have heard and
experienced, during the selection process, the comment, “He’s
a good ole boy.” Many times, the
only qualifications seriously discussed revolve around marriage
and the number of children.
There are many other qualifications given within Scripture and
each one is to be considered. However, how is it possible that men
who have never taught an adult
Bible class, never entertained anyone in their home, and never led a
public prayer even been considered
for an elder?
I suppose a person can be a
“good” Christian without serving
in these capacities, but to take the
next step into the eldership is another matter.
How is it that those men who
possess very little Bible knowledge,
who do not have a good reputation
within the community, and/or who
have willfully missed many mid
week services, gospel meetings,
vacation Bible schools and other
church related functions been appointed as elders? How is it that
a man who has never held a Bible
study or participated in winning
a soul to Christ is installed as an
elder?
Norman Maranto
538 E Race Street
Rolling Fork, MS 39159
nmaranto@bellsouth.net
EDITOR’S NOTE: We are deeply
indebted to brother Norman for his
insightful, well written and scriptural
article. Lord willing, we plan more
teaching on this vital topic in future issues of the MM, God be willing. (Al
Franks. editor)

VLADIMIR

(Cont. from page 10)
after my sermon about heaven.
They were moved by the sermon
and I thank God for that.
The whole trip to America is
about one month and I consider
it genuine blessing to visit solid
churches of Christ and to communicate with many Christians. I am
happy that our young Lithuanian
Church is becoming more and
more like you. I would like to take
the best experience from America
and use it in Lithuania. I am very
thankful to God for the opportunity
to visit your wonderful country.
With prayers and blessings,
Vladimir Rancev.
----------------------(Vladimir is a minister of the
Lord’s church in Vilinus, Lithuania.
His email address:
vladranc@gmail.com

The
Magnolia Messenger
is Supported by
Volunteer
Contributions
from

Churches & Christians
THANK YOU!

HONORABLE

(Cont. from page 3)

father and mother and cleave
unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh.” (Gen. 2:18-24).
Thousands of years later, Jesus
uttered a solemn statement concerning this special relationship
called “marriage”. Our Lord
commanded, “What God hath
joined together, let not man put
asunder.” (Matt. 19:6).
New Testament teachings
make very clear that “sexual relations outside of marriage” are a
violation of God’s plan and will.
This certainly includes, but is
not limited to what we normally
think of as fornication (unmarried sex) and adultery (married
sex, but not to each other).
The Bible teaches, “Flee fornication. “ “But fornication... let
it not be once named among
you.” “For this is the will of
God... that ye should abstain
from fornication.” (I Thess. 4:3;
Eph. 5:3; I Cor. 6:18). The Bible
also teaches, “You shall not commit adultery.” (Romans 13:9)
When a man puts away his faithful wife and marries another, Jesus said he “commits adultery”
(Matt. 19:9). Physically, marriage is God’s greatest gift to
mankind. It brings untold blessings. It is the bed rock of society;
it is the foundation of a strong
nation and a sound church.
This article is intended for
those who are married and/or
are thinking about marriage.
Let no one deceive you. There is
no substitute for God’s plan for
marriage. Not two women; not
two men. Not multiple partners.
Not “shacking up”; not just living
together! The institution of marriage is honorable. One man; one
woman. For life. That’s the ideal! Let’s all thank God for marriage. and I will, especially, thank
God for giving me “my June.”
LUCEDALE
The Rocky Creek Church, near
Lucedale, has hired Taylor Copeland as their youth intern for the
summer. Taylor is to gratuate from
Faulkner in December 2014. Stephen Crigler is the local minister.
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Travels with Eddie
(Continued from Page 13)

law. The false teachers made a test
case out of circumcision. In Christ
we have freedom from the law. It
was a good discussion.
Craig’s sermon was on the importance of every Christian working in the kingdom. All Christians
have an obligation to tell others
about the Good News in Christ.
He used an acrostic of LAZY. (1.
Love—we must love all people,
not just our friends (Mt. 5:43-48).
(2. A part—lay aside anything that
encumbers you (Heb. 12:1-2). (3.
Zeal—we must be zealous in our
work for God (Rom 12:11-12). (4.
You—have to choose to—work,
tell others. It was a good lesson.
February 23:
I visited with the Foote Street
church of Christ in Corinth, MS.
I had my grandson, Nolan Weeks,
with me on this visit. He wanted
to visit with some of the youth in
the congregation. He met some
of them at the FHU youth rally
last summer. Reed Swindle is the
preacher there. He will be speaking at the Ultimate Youth Rally at
Germantown in the spring. They
have four elders and their attendance is around 300. They have a
very active youth program. Some
of the youth were away at the Marlow church of Christ, outside of
Walnut, leading the service there.
They were practicing their L2L
speeches and song leading skills.
The Bible class I attended was
taught by Robert Shappley. They
were studying Acts chapter 1.

Robert Shappley
There was lots of good discussion.
Reed’s sermon was, “Seeking the
Face of God” (2 Chron. 7:12). He
considered what it means to “seek”
God’s face and what God’s face
can do for us. The lesson was part
of a series on being “At Peace with
God.” It was a good lesson.
March 9
I preached for the Lake Forrest church of Christ in Walls, MS.
David Fisher is their minister. He
was out of town for a wedding
and asked me to sub for him. The

church has no elders and about 30
in attendance. It was great to visit
with each of the members. What a
great group of friendly Christians.
Terry Bonds lead the singing for
us. He did a wonderful job. Also,

lesson and discussion on Christ as
the prophet foretold by Moses.
Roy’s sermon was entitled: “Sin
Is Always Wrong!” He gave a list
of things that we use as excuses to
downplay the effect of sin in our
lives. It was a good list.
Sin is always wrong: even
if we don’t know better,
even if we have a clear
conscience, even if it is
legal, even if a respectable person says it’s ok,
and even when no one
gets hurt. He added several
others to the list, but I think
you get the idea. It was a
Terry Bonds & Billy Holliday, Song Leaders good lesson.
March 23:
Billy Holliday is one of their song
I visited the Burnsville church
leaders. They are blessed to have of Christ. Shawn Lillie, one of
two good song leaders.
the deacons at Germantown, went
In Bible class we studied Luke with me on this visit. I was glad to
10, “The Good Samaritan.” It’s a have him along.
wonderful lesson on what it means
Rick Jones is the preacher
to be a good neighbor.
there. He is a graduate of Faulkner
I preached on Luke 7:36- University. They have two elders
50. It’s a wonderful parable on and their attendance is around 50.
love and forgiveness. The parable They have an active Lads to Leadteaches us about Christ’s love for ers program and were preparing
us and how we are to love Him in for the National Convention in
return. I enjoyed my visit with the April. Shawn and I received a very
church.
warm welcome from the church.
March 16:
Rick taught the adult Bible
class. They were studying the
book of Joshua. They considered
chapter nine— “The Deceit of
the Gibeonites.” He emphasized
the importance of us learning the
lessons of wrong assumptions and
the importance of us keeping our
word. It was a good lesson.
In the worship Rick taught a
lesson on “Identifying Characteristics of the New Testament
Church—Singing in Worship.”
He considered all the verses that
point to acapella music in our
worship. He emphasized that the
Roy Cox, New Hope Church
purpose of singing is to express our
joy to God (Phil 4:4), to express
I visited with the New Hope our gratitude to God (Eph. 5:19church of Christ in Glen, MS. 20), to petition God (Phil. 4:6), to
Roy Cox is their minister. Roy is teach one another (Eph. 5:19) and
a graduate of the Memphis School to admonish one another. It was a
of Preaching and has worked with good lesson. We enjoyed our visit
the church for four years. It was
See TRAVELS on Page 19
wonderful to meet him and hear
him speak. They don’t
have elders and their
attendance is around
49. They have an active
youth program. That
night the area youth rally
was to be at New Hope.
Roy taught the adult
Bible class. They are
studying the book of
Acts. They were in chapter 3:22f. It was a good
Rick & Kathy Jones, Burnsville
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The Secret of Contentment
Philippians 4:10-23

for you, you thought evil
against me, but God meant
- Eddie Lewis it unto good” (Gen. 50:20).
One time a group of elGod was working in the life
ders were discussing a few
of Joseph to save the nation
potential prospects for deaof Israel. That is the provicons. One man’s name came
dence of God. His hand
up and one of the elders
ruled in the affairs of Josaid, “I like him, but he is a
seph’s life to save his family.
thermometer and not a therPaul tells us, “We know
mostat.” One of the other
that all things work toelders asked him to explain.
gether for good to them
“Well, we are looking
that love God, to them that
for men with leadership poare the called according to
tential, right? Well, a therHis purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
mometer doesn’t change
The church at Philippi
Eddie Lewis
anything around it, it just
was now able to help Paul
registers the temperature.
in his mission work. They
It’s always going up and difficult experiences in life wanted to before, but now
down. But a thermostat in order to learn content- with God’s help they were
regulates the surround- ment. Second is the word able to fulfill their desire.
“content.”
ings and
2. The unfailing power
The word of God (v. 11-13). Paul is
changes
Three years ago my sweet m e a n s quick to point out that he is
t h e m
when they wife, Judy, was diagnosed with “ c o n - not complaining about his
need to be dementia. I retired from full- tained.” It circumstances. Happiness
c h a n g e d . time ministry to be a care giver descr ibes doesn’t depend on circumman stances. The word “learned”
Joe is a for my wife. This is just an- a
thermom- other part of our love journey. whose re- in verse 12 is different from
s o u r c e s verse 11. It means to be
eter;
he
are within “initiated into the secret.”
lacks the
power to change things. him. So, he doesn’t have It was used to talk about
Instead, they change him.” to depend on outside sub- pagan religious secret rites.
Paul was a thermostat! stitutes. The Greek word Paul is saying that through
“self-sufficient.” his trials and test, he was
Instead of having spiri- means
tual ups and downs as the The Christian understands initiated into the wondersituation changed, he went that his sufficiency is not ful secret of contentment.
right on steadily doing his in himself, but in Christ. In spite of poverty or riches
work and serving Christ. We are “Christ-sufficient!” he “could do all things by
Consider three wonder- Christ who strengthen him”
In the verses we are considering, Philippians 4:10- ful spiritual resources that (Phil. 4:13). Trials made
23, Paul talks about some make us sufficient in Christ him aware of the power
of the circumstances in his and give us contentment. within (2 Cor. 12:7-10).
1.
The
overruling
ministry. He indicates that
Three years ago my
he was not a victim of cir- providence of God (v. 10). sweet wife, Judy, was dicumstance, but the victor Sometimes we view the agnosed with dementia. I
over them. He said, “I can world as a vast natural ma- retired from full-time minaccept all things (v.11), I chine that is out of control istry to be a care giver for
can do all things (v.13), and and even God can’t do any- my wife. This is just anI have all things (v. 18). Paul thing about it. Paul said that other part of our love jourdidn’t have to be pampered by Jesus’ word the world is ney. We have known each
to be content. He found held together (Col. 1:17). other since the 10th grade
I believe the story of
contentment in the spiritual
in high school. Fifty-two
resources he had in Christ. Joseph and his brothers ilyears together and our love
Contentment is not lustrates the providence of
grows stronger every day.
complacency, nor is it a false God (Gen. 37-50). Joseph’s
I read Solomon’s words
peace based on ignorance. brothers sold him into
in
Ecclesiastes
chapter
Contentment is not an es- slavery because of envy. In
three,
“There
is a
cape from the battime
for
every
event
tles of life, but rathI know a time of mourning will come
under
er an abiding peace one day, but not today! Today we laugh (delight)
heaven.”
It
has
been
and confidence in and sing! We enjoy the time we have
a
wonderful
delight
the midst of the as my sweetheart gradually leaves me.
to be married to my
battles. Paul said,
sweetheart for 48
“I have learned, in
whatever state I am, there- Egypt God revealed to Jo- years, but our time is not
with to be content” (v. 11). seph the famine and helped over. Our time is a time of
There are two very im- him become second in love and joy. We have many
portant words in this verse. command. After 20 years of years ahead, but each year
First is the word “learn.” separation he is reconciled will become more and more
His contentment wasn’t to his brothers and father. difficult. I know a time of
something he had imme- Joseph said, “God did send mourning will come one
diately after his conversion. me before you to preserve
He had to go through some life” (Gen. 45:5). “But as See CONTENTMENT, pg 18
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Now You
Take It From There....
by

John Simpson

4073 Stillwood Dr
Memphis, TN 3812-3056
j3812sim@yahoo.com

Excuse Me! May I Nudge You?
It is not often that I have the urge to meddle in personal
affairs of others. But, when personal matters are vitally connected with spiritual matters, with eternal consequences, I
have license to enquire about a few things. So again, “Excuse
Me! May I Nudge You?”
And what is meant by “Nudge”? The academic definition
is – “a gentle push with the elbow”. Maybe here it means, a
short distance before – “push comes to shove”! So, just a few
“Nudges”:

About your work ethic.

Work is important, but some are self-driven to become
“work-a-holics”, to the exclusion of good health. Work without purpose is futile. Family sustenance is to be provided by
it (I Tim. 5:8), and a benevolent spirit desires to share with
the unfortunate (Eph. 4:28). There is biblical urgency for
physical industry, but not to the extent of bodily harm. The
Christian’s body is the temple of the Holy spirit, and we
must not abuse it (I Cor 3:16,17).

About your eating habits.

Christians are not exempt from the Old Testament prohibition of gluttony (Prov. 23:21), nor the New Testament
virtue of temperance (Gal. 5:22, 23). Most of us over-work
at the work bench, called the dining table, and take exercise
in the recliner facing the TV. Better judgment is to practice
moderation in all things. Remember, we shall reap what we
sow (Gal. 6:7, 8).

About your praying.

Have you considered what kind of prayer really works?
We are instructed to “ask in faith, nothing wavering” ( Jas.
1:6). J. J. Turner wrote: “Think before you pray. If you were
going to see the President of the United States, you would
spend a great deal of time thinking about what you would
wear, how you would act, and what you would say. How
much more so should we give prior thought to our prayers
before we utter them to the Father in heaven…We must
think before we pray. James wrote, ‘the effective prayer of a
righteous man can accomplish much’ ( James 5:16). If you
have thoughtfully prayed today, your day is already a success.
Think about it!”

About here, and the hereafter.

“Bodily discipline is only of little profit, but godliness is
profitable for all things, since it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come” (I Tim. 4:8). Think
about it!

Now, you take it from there!
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Three of the New Preachers Recently Hired by Mississippi Churches

(Left - right) Les Ferguson, Jr. has recently accepted the role as pulpit minister for
the Lake Harbour church in Ridgeland, MS. Garvis Semore has just started his work
as preacher for the Madison church in Madison, MS and Reed Swindle, not long ago,
began his work as pulpit minister for the Foote Street church in Corinth, MS. If you
have a new preacher to come to the church where you are and would like his picture in
the Magnolia Messenger, please send it to me. (Paul Framks)

Churches Presently Looking For Preachers

Sulphur, LA
Seeks Full-time Minister
The
South
Sulphur
Church of Christ of Sulphur Louisiana is seeking
a full time, mainline, conservative minister. We are
a very small congregation
with excellent debt-free
facilities located just off
interstate 10 on Highway
27 south.
This is a high growth,
low unemployment area,
with good church growth
potential. Compensation
package is negotiable.
Call for more information,
or send resume – please
include CD’s etc. to:
Ray Hyatt
P O Box 417
DeQuincy, La. 70633
rayhyatt@yahoo.com
Phone:
Home: 337-786-2083
Cell: 337-513-8423

Vicksburg (I-20)
Seeks Pulpit Minister
The Vicksburg Church
of Christ is seeking a fulltime pulpit minister. We
are dedicated to serving our community and
spreading the Gospel of
Christ. The congregation
is served by three elders
and six deacons. Please
contact us and or send resume to:
Vicksburg
Church of Christ
Minister Search
4333 N. Frontage Road
Vicksburg, MS 39183
Telephone: 601-636-4801
and email:
vickcofc@gmail.com.

NOTICE: We are pleased to run ads for congregations seeking to
find preachers to work with them. The inclusion of a congregation and/
or preacher on this page or anywhere else in the MM is not be understood as an endorsement. Please check out!
We will plan to run each ad not more than one or two times unless a
specific request for extension is received from the congregation looking
for a preacher. There is no charge for this service. Thank you for asking!

MAY

(Continued from page 3)

(Deuteronomy 18:15). This
“prophet like Moses,” Peter
said, is Jesus (Acts 3:22). Jesus said, “If you believed Moses, you would believe me; for
he wrote of me” ( John 5:46).
The genealogies of Jesus are
a synopsis of Old Testament
Jewish history. The sacrifices of
the Old Testament are pictures,
types, of the sacrifice of Jesus.
The tabernacle, later the temple, and the Levitical priesthood are pictures of the work
of Christ and a foreshadowing
of Jesus as high priest and of
the universal priesthood of believers in Christ’s church. The
law was our guardian to bring
us to Christ that we might be
justified by faith (Galatians
3:24). The gospel’s roots run
deep into the Old Testament
and therefore into Judaism.
However, “now that faith has
come, we are no longer under
the guardian” (Galatians 3:25).
Christ fulfilled the law (Matthew 5:17) and now “has broken
down in his flesh the dividing
wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments
and ordinances, that he might
create in himself one new man

in place of the two, so making
peace” (Ephesians 2:14-15).
The death of Christ for our
sins, His resurrection from the
dead proving He is the Son
of God with power, and the
church which He purchased
with His blood are all part of
the eternal scheme of God
for mankind’s redemption,
planned before the worlds began. “What we now call Christianity,” to use the questioner’s
words,” the Bible calls “the
church.” It was “the plan of the
mystery hidden for ages in God
who created all things, so that
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now
be made known to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that
he has realized in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Ephesians 3:8-11).
Christ’s church is not a
sect of Judaism. It is the heavenly Jerusalem, the whole
family of God in heaven and
on earth, the eternal kingdom of Jesus Christ who is
King of kings and Lord of all.

CM, Jr

MM Welcomes Comments!
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CONTENTMENT
(Continued from page 17)

day, but not today! Today
we laugh and sing! We enjoy the time we have as my
sweetheart gradually leaves
me. This time of suffering
in our lives does not diminish our wonderful memories. We have so much for
which to be thankful. I
only pray that God will
help me take care of my
sweetheart to the end. My
strength comes from my
faith in Christ. “I can do
all things through Christ
who gives me strength.”
3. The unchanging
promise of God (v. 14-20).
Paul thanked the Philippians for their support. He
makes three comparisons
about their gift. Their gift
was like a budding tree that
is flourishing again (v. 10). It
was like an investment that
would pay them spiritual
dividends (v. 14-17). They
would share in his troubles
over and over again. Finally,
it was like a sacrifice (v. 18).
It was a spiritual sacrifice
laid on the altar of glory. It
is important to remember
that Paul sees this gift as
not only coming from the
Philippians, but also from
God. You might put it this
way, “You met my need, and
God is going to meet your
needs. You met one need
that I have, but God will
meet all of your needs. You
gave out of your poverty, but
God will supply your needs
out of His riches in glory.”
Contentment
comes
from adequate resources.
Ours are the providence of
God, the power of God and
the promises of God. What
more can anyone ask?
One spring, when Judy
and I lived in Cleveland,
MS, it snowed in April. My
peach tree had just started
blooming and I was afraid
that the snow would kill
the fragile blossoms. Well,
the sun came out and the
snow melted to lift the
weight from the peach
blossoms. We watched in
amazement as the months
passed and fruit appeared
on its branches. To our delight, that little tree bore
the largest, most delicious
peaches ever that year.
We can learn a lesson
from that little tree. Sometimes sudden, unexpected
hardships enter our lives
and weigh us down. We
may think we are unable to

withstand the pressure. We
may fear we will never be
able to spring back and bear
fruit again. But the Son of
God will melt life’s burdens. We will again blossom and bear fruit—the
most, and the best ever! “I
can do all things in Christ
who gives me strength.”
By Eddie Lewis,
9423 Laurel Hill S.,
Olive Branch, MS 38654
lewis7946@gmail.com

INVESTMENT
(Cont. from page 7)

ary, or a Christian children’s
home, or given to a disaster relief agency, a home for unwed
mothers or abused women, or
for research in discovering a
cure for some disease? Why
not invest in the “Good News
Newspaper” like Magnolia
Messenger as so many others have done and are doing?
Every investment in some
good work for God always
brings heavenly interest. You
can take this to your spiritual
bank: “He who supplies seed to
the sower and bread for food will
supply and multiply your seed for
sowing and increase the harvest
of your righteousness. You will be
enriched in every way for all your
generosity, which through us will
produce thanksgiving to God…
Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift” (2 Cor. 9:10-11, 15).
John Pigg
297 Woodrun Dr.
Ridgeland, MS 39157
jpigg1@comcast.net

MM WELCOMES
YOUR
Suggestions, Ideas,
News and Articles

FREE

Subscriptions
to the
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No charge.
No obligation.

address:
Magnolia Messenger
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, MS 39090
glendafranks@yahoo.com
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Travels With Eddie
(Cont. from pg. 16)

with the church in Burnsville.
March 30:
I visited with the Berea church of
Christ which is south of Burnsville. Larry Harrington is the
minister. He has been there less
than a year. He has an interesting
story. He came from the Christian
church. They have no elders and

T0P TEN
them to learn the skill of leading
singing.
Larry taught the adult Bible
class. They are studying the book of
Acts. They were in chapter 27 and
talked about Paul going to Rome.
One point Larry made in the lesson was opportunities are always
there, we just have to see them.
They plan next to begin a study of
the Minor Prophets.
In the worship, Larry’s theme was “The Unpardonable Sin” (Matt.
12:22-23). Jesus did not
allow the Pharisees to
speak evil against the
Holy Spirit. Their sin
was a heart problem.
Their words revealed
their evil heart. It was a
good lesson.

Larry Harrington & Rick Wixom
around 30 in attendance. I enjoyed
meeting Larry and the brethren.
I received a very warm welcome
from the church. Rick Wixom is
one of the men in the congregation that helps Larry with many
of the tasks that need to be done.
Two of the young boys helped lead
the singing. What a great way for

JOURNEYS

(Continued from page 15)

to go to a restaurant we saw more
people connected with Chapman. I
don’t know how many came from this
church, but they
were noticed.
The
largest
group from one
church at the
Memphis
convention was from
the
Booneville
congregation.
They had 143
people attend. We visited with representatives from several Mississippi
congregations. Blake McAnally from
Decatur, Alabama was the convention
director. One of his great assistants

Please remember all
these churches in your prayers as they
serve the Lord. It has been a wonderful blessing to me to visit with
each congregation.
By Eddie Lewis, Missionary
to North Mississippi, 9423 Laurel
Hill, Olive Branch, MS. 38654
(e-mail: lewis7946@gmail.com)

was Jimmie Timbes from the Booneville congregation.
Bernard Waites, longtime pulpit
minister of the Corinth and Perrytown
churches
near
Woodville, MS
planned to go to
his granddaughter’s graduation,
BethAnne Travis. (BethAnne
is the daughter of
David and Lourelia Pryor.) Brother
Waites gave me the opportunity to
preach in his absence and to enjoy a
great visit with the congregation.
I want to include in this issue a
photo I had intended to use in our

(Cont. from page 9)
one of the church secretaries. Her
husband, Ron was celebrating his
67th birthday, the day I called.
Gary Hampton is the local minister. The church has a busy schedule for the summer. Six graduated from high school and Andy
and Dana Dulaney’s son, Drew
Dulaney graduated from Dental
School and is joining his parents’
business in Byram as a new dentist.
Number 9 is the GLOSTER
STREET church with 270. Andrea O’Rear who works with
the church informed me that five
graduated from high school this
May. She reminded me of a very
important event for the Gloster
street church on August 24, 2014
-- the congregation will celebrate
their 100th anniversary.
Number 10 is the EAST
MAIN CHURCH in Tupelo
with 250 in attendance. I talked
to Rene Childers, the church
secretary, who informed me that
4 graduated from high school 6
graduated from college. Rene also
told me of a group of 16 from the
congregation who were going to
Nicaragua on mission trip.
All congregations, regardless of
size, are Number 1 in the sight of
the Lord, if they are reaching out
to the hurting and lost people in
their communities with the saving
message of the Gospel of Christ.
(report by Paul Franks)

Larry Morgan
An Elder & Youth Leader
Booneville Church Brought 143
fall report on Woodville’s (Corinth)
100th anniversary.
(See picture at bottom of page 15.)

If you would
like for Glenda
and me to come
and visit your congregation, please
give us a call at
662-792-2700 or
email me at apaulfranks@gmail.
com.
(On Left)
A Scene
in Memphis
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Noah and “Artistic License”
- Dennis Doughty If you were planning on
going to see the movie “Noah,”
don’t. If you think it is a biblical
account of the story of Noah, it
is not. Other than a man named
Noah building a big boat, nothing else about the movie resembles the text. If you think it
might be a good movie, wrong
again. It is a dark, depressing,
non-entertaining story.
There has been a large outcry against the movie from the Christian public. I heard a recent
advertisement for the movie which added a disclaimer warning
that the movie has taken some “artistic license” with the biblical
account. Hollywood missed an opportunity to present one of the
great events in human history to a world that needed to consider
its own ways. Jesus said, “For the coming of the Son of Man will
be just like the days of Noah,” then he added, “and they did not
understand until the flood came and took them all away; so will
the coming of man be” (Matthew 24:36-39). We all should give
heed to the lessons of Noah.
In the movie they even distorted how many people were on
the boat (“Wherein eight souls were saved by water” 1 Peter 3:20.)
The Hollywood director decided there should be just six. How do
you not get that right? To add to their distortion they added a
stowaway on board. How could a director ignore such plain facts
of a story? They also had Noah believing his mission was to save
the animals but then to make sure that his family would be the
last of mankind. If Hollywood wants to make movies using Bible
stories and characters they should be expected to stay loyal to the
text. If I were a lawyer I would sue this director for “defamation
of character.”
I find this uproar interesting in another way; In much the same
way many in the Christian faith have allowed their church hierarchy to take “artistic license” with biblical teachings. Some of the
same people who have gotten upset about Hollywood not following plain scriptural teaching are oblivious as their church leaders
do the same.
For example, some forbid their men to marry, while the scripture teaches just the opposite (1 Corinthians 9:5, 1Timothy 4:1-3).
In many ways religious hierarchies change church teachings and
practices at will and their membership accepts it with a shrug of
the shoulders. If someone accepts “the license of illegitimate religious authority” isn’t it then inconsistent for them to denounce
Hollywood’s treatment of scripture?
Paul said, “I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him
who called you for a different gospel; which is really not another,
only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the
gospel of Christ. But even if we, or an angel from heaven should
preach to you a gospel contrary to what we have preached to you
he is to be accursed”(Galatians 1:6-8).
Some Christian faiths today even dismiss stories like Noah
and Jonah as fables and fairytales. However, Jesus supported
these stories and many others (Matthew 12:40). I believe in Jesus. As our nation and world drifts further away from God and His
word it would be wise for Christians to stand firmly upon the plain
teaching of scripture. Remember, ten righteous people could have
saved Sodom from destruction. But there were only four. So Hollywood, when you do a movie about Lot, remember, only four!
(Genesis 19:15).
Dennis preaches for the church in Tunica, Mississippi. His
email address: dennis1848@bellsouth.net
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LOUISIANA “Drop in”

Back

to

Hollywood and the Holy Book

Boxwood

- Editor I was richly blessed to grow
up in southwest Louisiana,
about 4 miles from Texas and
about 50 miles from the Louisiana Gulf Coast. Many of those
who lived in my home community believed the Bible was
the Inspired Word of God and
the church belonged to Jesus
Christ. It was His!
The local congregation of
which I was privileged to become a member (in 1948) was
known as the “Boxwood church
of Christ.” It was this little “country church” that gladly gave me
my first opportunity to “preach”
five days after I was baptized. I
shall forever be grateful.
Over the past three score
years, we have had opportunity, on many occasions,
to go back to Boxwood for
meetings and other visits.
Our most recent return and visit
was on Sunday, April 13, 2014.
My wife and I were much encouraged by what we saw and
heard.
The Boxwood congregation, like so many churches,
has, over the years, gone up
and down in membership and
attendance. We were, however made to rejoice to see that
interest and attendance have
been on the increase during
the past several months. It was
encouraging to see folks now
faithfully attending and taking a
leading part in the activities of
the church who were, in times
past, not very interested or active in the Lord’s church.
Most of the church members I knew, as a boy, are no
longer among the earthly living.
Only a few remain. Among
them is Lucy Warner Franks,
who was married to a cousin of
mine. Sister Lucy, at the age of
96, takes advantage of the opportunity to assemble with the
church on a regular basis. Her
example is commendable.
Another first cousin of mine
(Kevin Franks) led the singing
on the morning of our visit. It
was very encouraging to see
him taking an active role in the
leadership of the church.
A great influence for good in
the Boxwood church during the
past couple of years has been
their preacher -- Doug Brackbill. Brother Doug, a very capable man, has provided quality
leadership. We were blessed

to hear Doug teach a class and
preach. (Usually, when we return to Boxwood, I am asked
to preach; however, due to a
throat problem, I was not able
to do so on the day of our visit.)
My apologies, especially to
long time member Earl Franks,
who says that it is “just understood” that when I visit I am to
preach. Thank you, Earl and all
others who were in attendance
that encouraging Sunday this
past April when my wife (June),
my sister (Jay) and I were
blessed to “drop in” for a pleasant visit at our old home place
and church.
(A. L. Franks)

Lucy Warner Franks, Age 96
Enjoys Church Attendance

Kevin Franks
“Good job leading singing”

Doug Brackbill, Preacher
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In the last few months, the entertainment world has been
awash with Bible stories on the big screen. “Son of God” was
the climax of the History Channel’s miniseries “The Bible”.
It has been out for several weeks. Noah started March 28.
The screenplay for Son of God seemed to be written by putting onto slips of papers the events and sayings of
Jesus between his birth and death, placing them in a hat and
randomly drawing out each one. Whatever order they came
out was the order of the events and sayings portrayed. From
the previews I have seen from Noah, it is obvious that it has
been deluged with discrepancies.
Bill Collins of DeQuincy, LA
Speaking in DeRidder on April 12

DeRidder, LA Church
Conducts “Senior Day”
The date was April 12, 2014.
I was invited to return to the
church where I was preaching
when my June and I married at
a young age, back in 1956.
Our recent return to the Bilbo and Roberts Street church
followed many changes over
the years -- including a change
in us, from youth to “old age”.
Now as one of the “senior citizens” [saints], I was invited to
speak in their senior day program.
The other guest speaker
was Bill Collins who preaches
for the church in DeQuincy, LA.
Our assigned topics dealt with
the vital subject of “Faith” as
taught in the Scriptures. Brother Collins did a very good job.
Someone even said or thought
that my lesson was pretty good.
Our visit was very enjoyable and encouraging. We are
so thankful for the work that
continues in DeRidder. Their
effective and energetic local
preacher, who has been with
them several years is Jay Alexander. Three men serve as
elders of the congregation of
about 150-175. They are Bobby Mills, John Eaves, and
Wayne Fariss.
Thank you, brother Wayne,
for asking me to participate in
your special day for “senior
saints.” (alf. editor of MM)
FULTON
The Fulton Church of Christ
plans to participate again with the
Gloster Street congregation,
(Tupelo, Mississippi) in a mission
trip this summer. The mission trip
is to Columbus, Ohio and the date
is July 26 -August 1. We pray them
God’s speed as they work together
to His glory and honor.

No Bible story left in the hands of Hollywood will be
portrayed accurately. You would fare better watching the
skits at Vacation Bible School this summer.
However, whether you see these movies is a matter of
personal judgment. If you do, please think about three things.
First, be careful how you review the movie in front of non
Christians. Don’t come right out and bash it. People today are
so much more visuallyoriented than previous generations.
A movie based even remotely on the Bible (like Ben Hur)
might spark someone’s interest into reading the Book. Maybe
he or she really liked the movie. You might find an opportunity to talk about or to even study the Bible with someone
that you would not have otherwise. You can always start by
saying “the book is much better than the movie.”
Remember, walk wisely with outsiders and season your
words with salt (Colossians 4:5-6).
Second, use the movie as a teaching tool to help your
children understand the supreme importance of Bible study.
Compare and contrast the movie with the Bible. Commit to
reading the Bible in family devotionals .
Third , let people see that the best Bible “movie” is the
one you are living out every day. Are you portraying the
“good guy” (Matthew 5:13-16; Galatians 2:20)?
(Written by Eric Welch who has served the Vicksburg church
[I-20] for the past several years. Brother Eric has recently accepted
the challenge of preaching in the state of Indiana. His article was
taken from the weekly bulletin of the Vicksburg church. [3-26-14])

ONE
Morning
Seminar
Aimed at helping
Christians understand marriage as
God intends for it to
be.

Saturday
July 26
with

Deny Lemaster
(Monett. MO)

Yazoo City
Church of Christ
Yazoo City, MS
No Charge

Deny & Leign Lemaster
(Married 25 Years
9:00 --- Meet & Fellowship
9:30 --- “Purpose Filled Relationship”
10:45 -- “Communication in Marriage”

(For more information, please contact Trey Henry at 662-746-2579

Magnolia Messenger

Summer, 2014

The Perils of Social Media

- Jerry Miller [Melissa] “Hey Joey! Your
online profile said you would be
here, so I thought I’d come by.
I can be your tour guide if you
like.”
If Melissa can see that Joey
is at the museum, this information must be open to the
public on your social network.
You should never give an unknown party access to your
information. In order to protect yourself on social media:
• Understand and use the
privacy settings;

Jerry Miller

may invite unwanted intruders into your home while you
• Create strong passwords;
are gone.
Social media can be a good
•
Don’t give away your
source of information about
position through GPS or location links or updates about
friends and family. But care
places where you are or where
must be taken that we do not
you will be;
let it become the 6:00PM
news or a “gossip” line.
• If possible, validate all
I Timothy 5:13 warns us
friend requests through another source, such as phone
about being gossips or busyor email, before confirming
bodies. Watching our words
them;
and speech is a major theme
in the Bible. James 3: 1-12 de• Beware of links to games,
quizzes, and other applicascribes the importance (and
tions available through social
difficulty) of gaining control
networking services;
of our tongues. Words have
more power over us and others
• Never post personally
than we care to admit, so it’s
identifiable information such
as social security numbers,
critical that what comes out
mothers’ maiden names, dates
of our mouths through social
and places of birth, home admedia is praiseworthy.
dresses, or answers to security
Proverbs 11:13 says “a gosquestions.
sip betrays a confidence, but
Only friends should see a trustworthy person keeps a
your status, photos, or posts secret.” The Bible is quite clear
since it can be used to locate that gossip and rumor-spreadyou and/or cause you harm. ing are negative and ungodly
Same for family and relation- acts. This proverb states it
ships since predators or stalk- simply, and contrasts the gosers can use it to get more in- siper with a godly person who
formation about you. Posting faithfully keeps secrets that
your birthday to anyone other are entrusted to him. If we are
than
friends
not careful, socan be used
Sometimes we need to cial media can
to steal your think before we act. Either be an unlikely
identity. Even asks the family before you method to use
photos
and post or wait and allow the our tongue to
videos should family to post when they say things that
be kept pri- are ready to do so.
are not becomvate to avoid
ing of a Chrisprofessional
tian.
embarrassment and identity
Have you ever heard sometheft. And never give out thing about a fellow Christian,
your location to anyone.
relative, or friend and thought
The security of your social you would do a good deed and
media site is about as safe as let others on your social media
locking your home. If some- know so they can be praying
one wants in, they will find a for the person. Or maybe you
way. So any personal informa- just wanted to be the first to
tion you have on your site can post the “news”. Did you get
be used to steal your identity. permission from the family to
Letting others know where place this on your social meyou are, where you are going, dia? In some cases the famor when you will return home ily would like to keep some

things, especially an emotional event, private until all
the close relatives have been
notified.
Suppose a church member
has had a heart attack and the
event is life threating. You
immediately go to your social
media page and let all of your
friends know of the situation
and ask for them to be praying for the individual. Suppose, I am very close to this
person, maybe a close relative, and before the family has
been able to notify me, I see
this on your post. I may be
out of town or driving down

Social media can and
should be used for good. Do
not let your page become the
local news or “gossip” site.
the road and because of the
post, I have a medical emergence or an auto wreck. Now
this event has been unintentionally compounded. Sometimes we need to think before
we act. Either asks the family
before you post or wait and
allow the family to post when
they are ready to do so.
Social media can and
should be used for good. Do
not let your page become the
local news or “gossip” site. Be
careful and do not post personal information that can be
used to steal your identity or
give away your location.

Jerry Miller is a deacon at the
I-20 Church of Christ and is willing to provide free workshops on Financial Management and Preparing for Retirement for local churches
of Christ. Jerry can be contacted at
601-529-2951 or email him at actmiller@cablelynx.com.

Answer

“The Question Box”
on page 24
It may help
Save YOUR Soul!

MM Addresses

Changes & Additions
Contact
Glenda Franks

glendafranks@yahoo.com

662-792-2800
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, MS 39090
THANK YOU!
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Stay on Top of the World
In the morning when you first awake,
When the first light begins to break,
While you are still lying in your bed,
Let many good thoughts run through your head.
Start your day with a smile,
And be happy all the while.
Tell yourself “this is going to be a great day,”
God and I will make it just that way!
Don’t be grumpy and complain,
In every life there comes some rain.
If every thing doesn’t go just right,
Still strive to be sunny and bright
.
While busy at your work you can sing,
And a blessing if the telephone should ring.
Spread good cheer along the way,
And choose to be happy every day.
Be thankful for precious family so dear,
And for good friends that live near.
Always remember that you are God’s child,
And that you will live in heaven in a while.
You can stay on top of the world with this in mind,
And while on earth much joy you will find!
(Note: Written by sister Avis
on June, 1999. She stated,
“I am indebted to Bro. J. A.
Thornton for some thoughts
based on his wonderful and
inspiring tract, ‘How To Stay
On Top Of The World’.”)
Avis Corley Porter
9803 Hwy 336
Thaxton, MS 38871

God Made A Beautiful World.
Man cooperates with God
In producing beauty.

God Made Man;

So, whether it is natural beauty
Or man-made beauty,
It is all of/from God.

Let Each MM Reader Be Thankful!
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... From A Woman’s Viewpoint ...
LESSONS
From
The Birds
- June Franks There are so many things that
God created for us to enjoy. To
name just a few of God’s wonderful creation, I am pleased to mention the flowers, mountains, animals, oceans and the birds or fowls
of the air.
One of my favorite things to
do is to bird watch. Many of you
probably have bird feeders in your
yard and you also enjoy the beautiful birds that are attracted to your
bird feeders.
It is very interesting and rewarding to observe the beautiful
birds as they feed and fly from
tree to tree. It thrills me to see a
new bird that I haven’t seen before
come to my bird feeder. Just this
spring an Indigo Bunting has been
a frequent visitor to my feeder.
The Bible says, “And God said,
Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that
hath life, and fowl that may fly
above the earth in the open firmament of heaven.
“And God created great
whales, and every living creature
that moveth, which the waters
brought forth abundantly, after
their kind, and every winged fowl
after his kind: and God saw that
it was good.
“And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let fowl multiply in
the earth.
And the evening and the morning were the fifth day.” (Genesis 1:
20-23). God created the birds of
the air on the fifth day of creation.
The scriptures also say, “And
God said, Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness: and
let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, over the fowl of the
air, and over the cattle, and over
all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth” (Genesis 1:26).
From Genesis to Revelation, birds of some kind are mentioned about three hundred times
throughout the Bible. Birds are
often mentioned in the Bible to
compare us humans with those
small creatures.
Jesus, in the sermon on the
mount, gives an example of the
birds or fowls of the air to show
how our heavenly Father takes
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POEM
By
Barbara

Barbara Cagle Ray
bcagleray@comcast.net

Whither Thou Goest…
The Spirit that breathed in Eden’s beauty
Still lingers silently with us today.
When God brought Eve into Adam’s life,
He gave the world’s first bride away.
Photo by Glenda Franks as Seen in Her Yard

care of them. If God takes care of
something as small as a bird, how
much more will He care and provide for us.
“Therefore I say unto you, Take
no thought for your life, what ye
shall eat, or what ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ye shall
put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and body than raiment?
Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap,
nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are
ye not much better than they?”
(Matthew 6: 25,26)
Luke added, “Consider the ravens: for they neither have storehouse or barn; and God feedeth
them: how much more are ye better than the fowls?”(Luke 12:24)
However, someone wisely said,
“God gives every bird its food, but
He does not throw it into its nest.”
Even though we should not worry
about what we are to eat or drink,
God still expects us to do what we
can to provide the necessities of
life.
The Bible says, “For even when
we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not
work, neither should he eat.” (II
Thessalonians 3: 10)
Another important lesson we
learn from the study about birds is
that Jesus taught His disciples to

June Franks

have confidence in God’s love. The
God who cares for all of His creation, even the insignificant sparrow, certainly cares for and loves
people.
The Bible says, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a farthing? and
one of them shall not fall on the
ground without your Father. But
the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Fear ye not therefore,
ye are of more value than many
sparrows.” (Matthew 10:29-30)
The little sparrows are not very
pretty or valuable to man, but God
says they are important to Him.
If God so loves the sparrows, we
should feel confident that God
loves each of us. You may feel unloved, but it is always comforting
to know that God loves each of us.
Someone may say, “Nobody
loves my me!” The next time you
are tempted to say this just look
at the little sparrow and remember that if God loves the sparrow
surely He love us.
The Bible uses the Eagle to emphazise a very important lesson to
us as Christians.
“Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men
shall utterly fall: But they that
wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength; they shall mount up
with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall
walk not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)
The Lord teaches us through
faith in Him, how to rise above
difficulties and hindrances in our
life.
The scripture says that those
who WAIT upon the Lord shall
mount up with eagles wings. It
seems like this is the hardest lesson in life, to learn to wait upon
Him and not to do something in
our own strength.
This is a lesson that we probably need to be reminded of every
day. Our need is to wait upon the

Years later, so remote from Eden’s gate,
This special day has been set apart,
To join two people hand in hand,
As their love binds them heart to heart.
This is the first day of the rest of their lives;
May they make of each moment a sweet memory.
Forever after, with their hearts entwined,
Two lives are made one, by love’s decree.
The words spoken today shall be recalled
When the wedding vows are no longer new.
May the two words they remember most,
Be the simple, heartfelt words, “I do”.
From the Book of Ruth, I quote the words,
That have touched this world for centuries.
May they fall softly on receptive hearts,
And brighten their lives like autumn leaves:
“For whither thou goest, I will go;
And where thou lodgest, I will lodge:
Thy people shall be my people,
And thy God, my God.
Lord to renew our strength; and
that our faith will sustain us as we
mount up with the wings of eagles
so that we may run, and not be
weary; and walk and not faint.
Other lessons learned from
birds is our need to remember a
bird does not sing because it has an
answer. It sings because it has a song.
(Chinese Proverb) As Christians
we should always have a song.
An old proverb states, “Birds of
a feather flock together!” This means
those of similar taste congregate in
groups. We need to be careful with
whom we associate. If we want to
do what’s right, we need to associate with people who influence us
for good.
The Bible says, “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.” (I Corinthians 15:33)
We are commanded to sing.
It is a joy and a privilege to sing.
Some seem to think if they are not
a good singers then they are not
expected to sing. “The woods would

be very silent if no birds sang there
except those that sang best!” (Henry
Van Dyke)
Mrs. A. L. Franks
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, MS 39090
franksmm@aol.com

News Note
FRENCH CAMP
It was noted in the “Wings Newsletter” from the Huntsville Church
of Christ that the Lady “Sowers”
delivered blankets to the Blair E.
Batson Hospital for children at
UMC. The Lady “Sowers” made
the blankets or throws for the third
floor cancer patients. Three years
ago, Ben Wright, son of Holly and
Nathan Wright was a patient at
Blair Batson. We are so thankful
to report that Ben has recovered
from the cancer he had. Ben went
with the ladies to deliver the blankets and pulled the wagon that
was used to take the blankets
from room to room. Nathan is the
preacher for the Huntsville congregation.
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“The Question Box”
1. Tommy Rigby
2. M/M Arthur Burnett
3. Lacy Walker
4. Vera Spencer
5. Sharon A. Dantzler
6. Rosa Sanders
7. Gloria Boyd
8. Billy F. Alford
9. Marcella F. Moore
10. Ann McDonald
11. Debra Michael
12. Mary Ella Webster
13. Nell Millsaps
14. Johnny Ivy
15. Audrey Bowling
16. James & Katie Houston
17. Ray Parham
18. Mrs. June Walker
19. J. L. Eaton
20. Carolyn Stanford
21. Kathy Brewer
22. Carol Jean Bonner
23. Mary J. Adams
24. Exie Motes
25. Frederick Alan Jones
26. Lyric Strickland
27. Emile & Peggy Rollins
28. Ms. Bernice Townsel
29. Nancy Floyd
30. Shaquille Sanders
31. Nakita Sanders
32. Weida Pyron
33. Bobbie Loggins
34. Yolanda Horsley
35. Anita Fuller
36. Marilyn Howell
37. Roger King
38. Betty A. Skinner
39. Sandy Rushing
40. John Black
41. Bonnie Howell
42. Mark Williams
43. Pamela Shepherd
44. Lawrence Horn
45. Linda B. Keirn
46. Shelia White
47. Alma Maddox
48. Alice Humphries
49. Claude Edwards
50. Mary L. Smith
51. Kelly Faggard
52. Dick Green
53. Rutha Eastman
54. Doyle Varner
55. Kimberley Easterling
56. William Pyron
57. Inez & Laura Brannon
58. Herschel & Dorthy Ford
59. James Hughes
60. Dee Collier
61. Bettye McCool
62. Maggie R. Edmonds
63. Hazel Cook
64. Mr. James Heckard
65. Carl Trimm
66. Carolyn Garrett
67. Vera Ashmore
68. Julius Lee Wales
69. Buddy Parsons
70. Shaun Jackson
71. Ernestine Simpson
72. Margaret Parker
73. Thomas Forrest, Sr.
74. Rick Bishop
75. Mylinda Russ
76. Deborah Locicero
77. Evelyn Young
78. Anna Cockroft
79. Irene M. Wright
80. Johnnie Hobson
81. Patrilla Maddox
82. Pat Morris
83. Carolyn Harvill
84. Carole Shelby
85. Wilma James

86. Wanda S. Yancy
87. Mary Robinson
88. Mary A. Turner
89. Ken Harris
90. Brenda Harvill
91. Bernita Booker
92. Grace Childers
93. John W. Knight
94. Miriam Styers
95. Cheri G. Moore
96. Ms. Sherron Dixon
97. Faye Stanford
98. Martha Ann Owens
99. Foster C. Owens
100. Morgan Wilson
101. Kay Shiers
102. Waymond Hales
103. Wanda Cochran
104. Velma Isom
105. Billy Willingham
106. Dianne Wiley
107. Scott Nelson
108. Johnny & Princess Watson
109. Verlean Smith
110. Jim & Judy Hill
111. Gail B. Saxon
112. Frankie Moore
113. Evelyn Page
114. Wm. & Atlean Snow
115. Sharon Huckaba
116. Wilda Pounds
117. Dahlia McAfee
118. Melba Ogg
119. Jane Kuykendall
120. Gary Y. Wolfe
121. Tommy Simpson
122. Virginia B. Kissell
123. June Brents
124. Peggy Engel
125. Dwight E. Hester
126. Wynell Thompson
127. Linda Cook
128. Kerry Deaton
129. Carrie Wall
130. Beulah Rupert
131. Doyce Britt
132. Linda Crane
133. Ruby Wright
134. Annie Mae Pipkin
135. Bonnie Holcomb
136. Billye Wiygul
137. Coy Daily
138. Yvonne Swilley
139. Mildred Herrington
140. Ollye M. Rush
141. Donna Gulley
142. Charlie Goff
143. Mrs. W. C. Wells
144. Kim Wallace
145. Barbara J. Baker
146. Jeanny Barnett
147. Mildred Carroll
148. Kathie Stacks
149. Danny Stacks
150. Ima Jean Fogus
151. Kathy Perry
152. Nan Wiley
153. Tommy Muirhead
154. Deanie Bradshaw
155. Bertha Rockingham
156. Ravernell McNees
157. Sidney Robinson
158. Sherry Gordon
159. Minnie Gwyne
160. Sharon I. Rachels
161. Marvin England
162. Mrs. Hazel Myhan
163. Mrs. Lois Cleo Wright
164. Helen DePriest
165. Dee Kepler
166. Mary W. Lewis
167. Peggy Hartman
168. Earlean F. Williams
169. Pat Moore
170. Sue Mason
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These Sent In Answers
171. Lloyd & Barbara Beard
172. Sue Bunch
173. Joshua Dement
174. Peggy Surratt
175. Mavoline Moore
176. Doris Carroll
177. Janice Vaughan
178. Olen & Mary Lois Moore
179. Elledith Harris
180. Melvin & Kay Linton
181. Elizabeth Dickerson
182. C. W. O’Kelley
183. Garry Gooch
184. Betty Clark
185. Lois Nielson
186. Joyce McKee
187. Deborah C. Slaven
188. Carolyn Ware
189. Guyla Hubble
190. Alberta Fuller
191. Emma Gilreath Wheeler
192. Lynn Sasser
193. Joyce King
194. Nettie D. Doss
195. Carolyn Perry
196. Shellie Hancock
197. Charlotte Vandiver
198. Mervin Green
199. Ben Hightower
200. Steve Gooch
201. Howard Griffin
202. Nan Conley
203. Anna M. Coe
204. Admiral & Ruth Tidwell
205. Mrs. Oreatha Johnson
206. Thelma Talbert
207. Rosie Mae Felton
208. James R. Brooks
209. Ann Rector
210. Mrs. Connie Herman
211. Wendy Griffin
212. Susan Ainsworth
213. Addelee S. Brown
214. Eileen Williford
215. Travis Hamilton
216. Jack L. Falls
217. Mr. Billy G. Beck
218. Jimmy Black
219. Sherry Townsend
220. Doris Jean Fletcher
221. Joe B. Holmes
222. Myra D. Reaves
223. Stacey Melinda &
Gregory Hawkins
224. Robert Blackburn
225. Ann Kimble
226. Pamela Nichols
227. Mrs. Pearlie Hurst
228. Mary Jane Hollis
229. Della M. Rhodes
230. Mary Dyer
231. Bettye Doyle
232. Marilyn Reaves
233. Ann Whetstone
234. Michelle Simpson
235. Betty Miller
236. Frances Harrell
237. Pat Nettles
238. Peggy Wroten
239. Laverne Coker
240. Charlotte Ritter
241. Rhenda Miltner
242. Terry Miltner
243. Scotty Dewayne Floyd
244. Bonnie Glass
245. Lenola Balentine
246. Susan Zacharias
247. Martha Carolyn Stevens
248. Judy McAfee
249. Laura Nanney
250. Eva Almon
251. Linda Leech
252. Charlane Stanfield
253. Fran Williford
254. Elizabeth Jackson

255. Annette Clifton
256. Annie R. Copeland
257. Jane Walker
258. Mary Jo Hoffman
259. Tom McLemore
260. Melanie Polston
261. Stan Neuenschwander
262. Bonnie Poore
263. Nancy Akers
264. Joyce & Sandy Key
265. Carolyn Hitt
266. Barbara Glenn
267. Amy Hutson
268. Dorsa Sparks
269. Imogene Grayson
270. Mima R. Vines
271. Mattie Hoy
272. Althea House
273. Mary Lee Brannan
274. Marty Danilchuk
275. Cathie (Mary) Grigsby
276. Gerry Hahn
277. Iva Hill
278. Linda F. Anderson
279. M/M R. W. Cooper
280. Brenda Redd
281. Rachel M. Pruitt
282. Edith Winters
283. Dot Winslett
284. Mary M. McDonald
285. Inez Childers
286. Annie Thornton
287. Bethany Stephens
288. Nadine Patton
289. Jeannie Jewell
290. Hester Chandonais
291. Rex Ann Roderick
292. Patsy McClung
293. Mrs. Carolyn Solomon
294. Lessie Tanson
295. Mary ann Irvin

329. Ms. Marvis Edwards-Lee
330. Kenneth Lee Harmon
331. Catherine A. Allen
332. Richard L. Odom
333. Gail Gurganus
334. Glen Brady
335. Jeremiah & Shelia Woodard
336. Jeremiah Woodard, Jr.
337. Ma’Nia & Bralan Womack
338. Berus Nicole Womack
339. Vera Winfrey
340. Bernice Mills
341. Aileen Ross
342. Ms. Patricia Glover
343. Betty Shackelford
344. Rebecca Alexander
345. Lanell Kilpatrick
346. Bet Tucker
347. Linda K. Hughes
348. Shelia Hall
349. Shirley B. Smith
350. Esther Williams
351. Opal Gifford
352. Pat Shadle
353. Jolene Dale
354. Nellie Lester
355. Betty Standard
356. Esther Hall
357. Ann Holeman
358. Doris Gillspie
359. Sarah Hill
360. Christine Colwell
361. Willa Fox
362. Michael Euer
363. Kaye Wise
364. Gene Turner
365. Margareet Ratliff
366. Betty Stewart
367. Kathryn Leggitt
368. Barbara Nickerson
369. Nita Mathis

403. Sarah Greene
404. Bobby Marques
405. Wilbert S. Butler, Jr.
406. Betty Spears
407. Ms. Lucille Jackson
408. Louise Gavien
409. Mrs. Shelia A. Williams
410. Trillie Strickland
411. Jean Lewis
412. Bill Moore
413. Jennie Chatman
414. Brandon Schrock
415. Dot Medlin
416. Ann Kelley
417. Velva Dykes
418. Bobbie B. Sindle
419. Vernon Curry
420. Sidney Clemmer
421. Jean Clemmer
422. Jean Cravens
423. Esther Briggs
424. Jeff & Debbie Shull
425. Glenda Jefcoat
426. Shirley J. Hurley
427. Dorothy Banks
428. Dan Hawkins
429. Harlen & Ruth Headley
430. Ella L. Brown
431. Mary King
432. Neil King
433. Mrs. Katie Barmer
434. Michael Deaton
435. Ginny Luther
436. Mrs. Mary Faulconer
437. Curtis Phillips
438. Kellen C. McKinney
439. Carrie McGrone
440. Rocky Dial
441. Eddie D. Beard
442. Linda Graves
443. Sue Davis
444. Joyce Reich Gray
445. Bobby Lively
446. Marie Lively
447. Jennifer F. Gray
for answering the
448. Mrs. Sharon Freeman
449. Harold & Bonnie Mobley
“Question Box”
450. Juanita Flanagan
YOU encourage the
451. Jerry Gilliam
452. James Flanagan
MM Staff and all MM Readers
453. Brenda McDougal
454. Wilma Branch
370. Ron Webb
296. Sherry Martindale
455. James & Gloria
297. Marcy L. Kanapaux
371. Jerry & Norma Inman
Breckenridge
298. Foy C. Smith
372. Betty VanBuren
456. Connie Fountain
299. Mary Williams
373. Betty Ohren
457. Mrs. Mattie Luster
300. Joanna Hayes
374. Millie A. Goode
458. Shirley Bostick
301. Barbara A. Beard
375. Rosie Lee Odoms 459. Hattie Hooper
302. Ed Istre
376. Sherry M. McIntyre 460. James & Lucille Spiva
303. Linda Crochet
377. Idna Eddington
461. Guy & Kayla Jaxon-Rae
304. Eldon Crochet
378. Deborah K. Skipper
462. Faye Cummins
305. Gloria Shiers
379. Juanita LeBouef
463. Christine Teague
306. Geneva Brooks
380. Ella Darnell
464. Manuel & Al Cotton
307. Sandee Gilliam
381. Lisa Dearman
465. Lauwyn & Gloria Cotton
308. Lozell Milligan
382. Beverly Miles
466. Dion & Teresa Cotton
309. Paul & Elsie Bryson
383. Terry Dyer
467. Jonas & Dorothea Cotton
310. Margaret N. Freeman
384. Linda Swain
468. Earnestine Ayers
311. Eunice M. Kirkwood
385. Bobby Brown
469. James Chestnutt
312. Ruby Dilmore
386. Donald Peckinpaugh
470. Rosie Clark Cotton
313. Opal Sappington
387. Sandra Martin
471. Tiffany Wright
314. John Hazel
388. Linda Paden
472. Jeff Evans
315. Eddie Vermillion
389. Mary Feist
473. Joe Daniels
316. James Vermillion
390. Roger Morrison
474. Mary Joyce Andrews
317. Janice Galloway
391. Michael Coleman
475. Nigel & Shelley Cotton
318. Evelyn Faulkenburry
392. Linda Sue Kennamore
476. Della Henry
319. Wayne Crum
393. Rebecca Doles
477. Mary Trimble
320. Trish & Carolyn P. Olson
394. Sue M. Fisher
478. Rita Fraser
321. Mark Kellum
395. Linda S. Davis
479. Nell Holloway
322. Dora Lynn Felton
480. Elizabeth & Judy Waggoner
396. Earl C. Woodard
323. Marshall Kern
481. Judy Waggoner
397. Dillie P. Horton
324. Larry Gallaher
482. Modean Edwards
398. Prince Lewis
325. Moniqye Hinton
399. James F. Hurlbut
483. Toria Chapman
326. Glenda Wooldridge 400. Diane Dunaway
484. Virginia Salande
327. Sarah Dantzler
401. Ethelene Teas
485. Bernice Richard328. Sandy Dean
402. Tommy & Peggy Shull
son & Shirley Ray

THANK YOU

See Page 24
486. Kittie Edwards
487. Ruth Christian
488. Cammy Kay Richardson
489. Bonnie Dixon
490. Tommy & Nell Lawson
491. Don Lee
492. Chery Boudreaux
493. Debra Sigmund
494. Dorsey & Margie Burton
495. Polly Templeton
496. Iris Casteel
497. Reid Thompson
498. Doug Brackbill
499. Victoria Brackbill
500. Wes & Rhoda Jeans
501. Johnnye Blackmon
502. Dorothy Franks
503. Earl Franks
504. Chad Eaves
505. Frieda Thompson
506. Jessie McDonald
507. Toni Burnett
508. Peggy S. Walker
509. Karen Britt
510. Martha J. Leggett
511. Paul & Darlene McElroy
512. Gail McMillen
513. Sherry Ross
514. Alberta Craft
515. Lisa Dettor
516. Shirley Dewett
517. Connie Tice
518. Elsie Moore
519. Ruby Worthey
520. Gerald Worthey
521. A. W. Hinton
522. Doris Hinton
523. David Bartley
524. Patricia McClure
525. Joe Arnold
526. Dannie Davis
527. Ruth Lacey
528. Reginald Davis
529. Ada Wilburn
530. Geral Ford
531. Jeraldine Green
532. Burlean Leatherwood
533. Mary Dennis
534. Earlean Jones
535. Cathy E. Brooks
536. Cortez Brown
537. Addie Brown
538. Josephine Carter
539. Wade Hardy
540. Bettie Brown
541. Katheryn Lee
542. Ollie Wooten
543. James Hudley
544. Mary Jacobs
545. Curly Haly
546. Barbara Loden
547. Carolyn Loyd
548. Sue Hamrick
549. Jimmy Coggins
550. Chet Wilsoncroft
551. Sandra Welch
552. Natalie Stewart
553. Chris Holliday
554. Lacee’ Mastin
555. Tyra Verner
556. Meyon Foster
557. Lametra Kennedy
558. Trey Williams
559. Shamya Smith

560. Joshua Williams
561. Gwendolyn Gray-Bryant
562. Edward Sevigne
563. Madonna Michael
564. Heather Smith
565. Betty Chattman
566. Debra J. Chapman
567. Mary Ellen Patrick
568. Dorothy Brunson
569. Mary Prosser
570. Betty Harris
571. Beverly Armstrong
572. William E. Free
573. Marva Payne
574. Mary Salinas
575. Shirley Meeks
576. Linda T. Shirley
577. Taisheivya Smith
578. Jean Girdner
579. Erma Norman
580. Linda Boone
581. Imogene Kirk
582. Selina Thomas
583. Edwinnya Talbert
584. Dorothy Glover
585. Ruby Pounds
586. Dorothy Hays
587. Anna Lee Pruitt
588. Mrs. Dorothy Laws
589. Terry Johnson
590. Alice Dempsey
591. Hattie Johnson
592. Louise Billiot
593. Ida Walls
594. Lasha Shumpert
595. Lucy Williams
596. Michael & Estelle Glover
597. Ernestine Latham
598. Garlington, Lynell
599. Booker Williams, III
600. Kay Bramlett
601. Floy Smith
602. Mary Beth Dietz
603. Dalton Dietz
604. Barbara Yates
605. Deborah Brannon
606. Christopher R. Ingram
607. Mrs. Dean Howe
608. Annie Greer
609. Ann Willingham
610. Carolyn Kendrick
611. Edmon Wheeler
612. Sandra Kopf
613. Karen Bolls
614. Melanie VanBuren
615. Patty Henson
616. Jason Mann
617. Floyd Goode
618.
YOUR NAME
NEXT TIME (?)

Encourage a
friend to answer
“The
Question Box.” You
might help save
a soul.
“Faith
That
Saves” is the
subject of the
QB in this issue.

Do A Favor For Your
Friends and Family

Ask us to add their names to our

Growing Mailing List

Magnolia Messenger
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, MS 39090
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The Question Box

Spelling & Wording
Use KJV

Spelling & Wording
Use KJV

Faith That Saves

In the early 1500’s, during the “Protestant Reformation”, a familiar term regarding salvation was “sola fide,” Latin for “by faith alone.” Martin Luther was
protesting against the Roman church for promoting the “sale of indulgences”
and the emphasis of the church on works of merit such as penance, praying the
rosary, fasting, etc. Please remember: the only time “faith alone or only” occurs
in Scripture is when/where the Bible plainly declares that salvation is _______by
faith only ( James 2: 24). Most people who claim to be Christian believe that
salvation is by grace (Ephesians 2: 8) and that salvation is found in Christ alone.
(Acts 4: 12)
[Prepared by Paul Franks]

We Must Have Faith!

1. “But without __________it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to

God __________believe that he is, and that he is a _____________of them that
_______________seek him.” (Hebrews 11: ____)

2. The Bible encourages us to ______________ ourselves to see if we are

truly “in the faith” (II Cor. 13: 5).

3. James 2: 19 teaches that the devils ____________ and _____________, so

we know that a saving faith requires more than a mental assent! The faith that
saves is a faith that motivates to obedience. ( James 2: 26)

We Can Know We Have Saving Faith!

4. (I John 5: 13), “I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son

of God so that you may ____________ that you have eternal life.”

Match the phrase (on left) to the appropriate verse(s).

___ Faith comes by hearing the word

(1) Romans 10:17

___ “Work out your own salvation”

(3) I Cor. 9:24-27

___ “For the obedience of faith”

(2) Phil 2:12

___ “I myself should be a castaway”

___ “Word of God worketh in you that believe”
___ Faith without love: “I am nothing”

___ “If a man abides not in me, he is cast forth”

(4) I Cor. 13:1-3

(5) I Thess. 2:13		
(6) John 15:1-11

(7) Romans 16:26

		
(Match the Scripture Reference with the Appropriate Phrase
in Column Two.)
(1) I Tim. 6:___

___ “Concerning faith have made shipwreck”

(3) I Tim. 5:___

___ Lovers of money: “Erred from the faith”

___ “He hath denied the faith”		

(2) I Tim. ___:1

___ Professors: “Erred concerning the faith”

(4) I Tim. ___:21

___ “Some shall depart from the faith”

(5) I Tim. 1:___

God Helps Us With Our Faith!

Philippians 4:13 says it all, “I can do all ______________through _________ who
________________ me.”

Please Send Your Answers To Us
Name: ____________________________
Address:___________________________
City: ___________________ State: _____
Zip:___________ Phone: _____________

Summer, 2014

“I Hate Organized Religion!”

- Paul Franks will not inherit
A
movie
the kingdom of
star on televiGod.”
Mark
sion said, “I hate
decided that he
organized re“hated
orgaligion!” I hear
nized religion”
that statement
and also even
often. Why do
went to the
people say that?
point of becomJames says,
ing an atheist.
“Religion that
There is a lot
God our Father
more to religion
accepts as pure
than just showand faultless is
ing up at church
this: to look
to “get your
after orphans
ticket punched.”
and widows in
The Apostheir distress and to keep oneself tle Paul talked about Christ,
from being polluted by the world.” the church and marriage. It was
( James 1: 27)
brought to my attention recently
Jesus built His church which is that when a man marries that
“organized religion.” He knew we God’s purpose for that union is to
would need the church to help in help make that man holy. (Ephe“keeping oneself from being pol- sians 5: 22-33.) When a man pracluted by the world.” The Bible tices religion that God is pleased
describes the church as the “body with, he will be seeking to be holy,
of Christ.” (Ephesians 5: 23) If to keep himself unspotted from
you say you love
the world.
We
“I am doing what I want
Christ, you will
will realize as Paul
love His body, the to do and I don’t want any- taught that we are
one telling me how to live “fellow
church.
citizens
When a per- my life.”
with God’s people
son doesn’t want
and members of
anything to do with organized God’s household…..in Him the
religion, I believe he is saying, “I whole building is joined together
want to be polluted by the world.” and rises to become a holy temple
In other words, “I am doing what in the Lord.”
I want to do and I don’t want anyAlso remember how imporone telling me how to live my life.” tant you are to the body as Paul
Mark was a friend many years described, “From him the whole
ago. He was one of the most bril- body, joined and held together by
liant people I had ever met. Mark every supporting ligament, grows
knew a lot about God. He taught and builds itself up in love, as each
and preached and encouraged peo- part does its work.” (Ephesians 4:
ple to live for God. After a period 16) Every member, every part is
of time, Mark began to “forsake important. As we grow in love for
the assembly.” His new job and one another, our love for God will
his new friends began to be more grow and we will be encouraging
important to him than Jesus and each other to practice that orgathe church. After more time had nized religion that is pleasing to
passed, Mark decided he wanted God.
Paul Franks;
to live a lifestyle that God has
P. O. Box 1578
warned about many times: “that
Kosciusko, MS 39090
they who practice such things
apaulfranks@gmail.com

New Bible Winner
Sherron Dixon
Oxford, MS
Congratulations Sherron! Have Bible; Will Deliver!

NOTICE: Each person who sends in answers will be
recognized in the next issue of the “MM” (see page 23).
ALSO, by random drawing, the name of ONE student will
be selected to receive a beautiful New Study Bible or a Bible
Study CD Library. You may be the one! Send your answers
to:

“The Question Box”
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, MS 39090

Sunset Over A
TEXAS Lake

MM Mailing List -- 25,000+
MM Mailed to Texas -- 1,040

