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When they had twisted a
crown of thorns, they
put it on His head, and a
reed in His right hand. And
they bowed the knee
before Him and mocked
Him, saying, “Hail, King
of the Jews!”
Matthew 27:29
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REPORT ON MISSISSIPPI

Preachers’ Retreat, 2016
It was the fall of 2009 and I was working on my
dissertation. I was studying factors that motivate
Bible majors to enter teaching ministries in the
church and the students at Magnolia
Bible College were going to participate. I was shocked to receive an email
stating that they would no longer be
able to participate because the school
was closing. I had preached in Hatley,
MS and knew how important the
school was to the state of Mississippi.
Its closing broke my heart.
Fast-forward seven years to the first
annual Mississippi Preachers’ Retreat,
March 2016. For seven years the edifices that had witnessed the training of
so many preachers and leaders had lain W. Kirk Brothers
dormant. Roofs leaked and buildings decayed with disuse. Then someone ignited a spark that
became a flame. A group of men were looking for a
location for a preachers’ retreat in central Mississippi.
The old Magnolia campus was suggested and with
that simple seed a dream began to turn into reality.
After months of work, sacrifice, and thousands
of dollars of donations, the campus rose from the
ashes and came to life again. Preachers were once
again sleeping in the dorms. Classrooms were filled
with the sound of flipping pages and the message
of the Gospel. Dan Winkler, Gary Hampton, and I
were privileged to be part of the first activity on the
Magnolia campus since its closing. Over 50 men
from across the south gathered for four days to study
the life and teachings of Jesus.

It was a wonderfully encouraging experience. New
friends were made, sermons were inspired, burdens
were lifted, God’s Word was exegeted, and the Savior
was magnified. There was an excitement
that we all felt. This was something
special. This was something we needed.
We needed it as preachers. We needed it
as Christians. We needed it as brothers
who had enjoyed the privilege of living
in Mississippi for a portion of our lives.
This was a new beginning. Satan did not
win in 2009. He will never win.
I am grateful to all who labored
to dream, plan, clean, build, donate,
advertise, and cook to make this retreat
possible. We are indebted to the South
Huntington congregation for their
hospitality, work, and sacrifice. Without
them, this endeavor would never have happened. It
was wonderful to be with my friends Gary and Dan.
We regret that our dear friend Jody Apple was not
able to join us because of an illness in the family.
Dan, Gary, and I were honored to study the Word
with devoted men who want nothing more than to
glorify their God and save the world. I look forward
to hearing the ways the old campus will be used
for God’s kingdom in the future. In the mean time,
I will be grateful for personally witnessing a new
beginning and I am already looking forward to next
year’s preachers’ retreat. To God be the glory!
(Kirk Brothers; Email: kbrothers@fhu.edu; 158 E
Main St; Henderson, TN 38340)
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EDITOR’S NOTE: We are very thankful to
include the following report on the recent
Preachers’ Retreat held in Kosciusko,
using the facilities of what was MBC. Our
very special thanks to our brother, Kirk
Brothers, for his participation (preaching
at Kosciusko, teaching in the retreat and
writing this encouraging report.) Above
all, we thank God and His people who
made this great event possible. We pray
it is only the beginning of many good
things to help advance the greatest cause
in the world -- the church of Jesus Christ.
Please see pictures about retreat on page
17 of this issue of the MM. (alf)

Readers’
Response

Comments & Suggestions Invited (Criticisms Considered )
n Good morning Brother,

n Please use this contribution to help

Happy New Year! to you and your
good family. Thank you for sending
the MM to so many, for so long. I appreciate each issue I receive and look
forward to its arrival. Thank you for
printing two of my articles last year. It
has meant so much to me, to feel that
in some way, I could reach outside of
my little circle with something that
might help someone. I would like to
develop and present another article
for your review, for a future issue.
Should I have in mind a particular
theme for this year? (Paul G. Dixon;
Northport, AL)

with your good work. In Christian
Love, (Brenda Williams Littleton,
Sierra Vista, Az.)

n The work you do with the MM is so
far-reaching--much more than I ever
realized until you began including
some of my writings and I started
getting feedback from all across this
country. This is in addition to your
faithful work of preaching and teaching, which you have done so well for
decades. I pray that God will yet give
you and June a lot of good years to do
the things we all so badly need. I am
receiving so much positive feedback
from my most recent article on Islam,
far more than expected. Could you
please send me about a dozen or so
copies of this last issue. Sue and I
plan to go to Sebring, FL from Feb.
6-15, God willing. While there we
will be rubbing shoulders with a lot
of snowbirds and I’d like to have a
copy to give a few of those people
and recommend that they send their
name in to receive it regularly. Thank
you for what you mean to me and to
thousands of others. (Ken Joines;
Southaven, MS)
n Thanks for sending me the Magno-

lia Messenger. I enjoy it thoroughly!
It has so much in the articles that has
been of benefit to me and I am sure to
others. Would you add the following
to your mailing list?
(John K. Wills, Owingsville, Ky.)
n We look forward to receiving the
Magnolia Messenger. Enclosed is a
check... to help with the expense. We
would like for you to add these to your
mailing list. (Tom & Rose Harrison,
Newton, Ms.)

n Enclosed is a check... to be used to

print the Messenger. This a wonderful
paper and I hope it will be around
after we are all gone. Sincerely,
(Kathleen Hutchins, Natchez, Ms.)
n Thank you so much for mailing me

the Magnolia Messenger. I read it from
cover to cover and save many articles
for future reference. I am blessed to
attend church with Cecil and Winnie
May here at University church in
Montgomery. Brother May is such a
knowledgeable and inspiring teacher,
and he and Winnie have had a Godly
influence on all our lives here. I pray
for God’s blessings on you and the
work you are doing. Thank you again.
(Jeanette Enloe, Montgomery, Al)
n Some time back I sent in some

addresses of brethren. I have enjoyed
the Messenger for several years. Read
all of it over a period of time. The
brethren whose addresses I sent in
enjoy it also. They thank me all the
time for putting their name on the list
to receive it. I am sending some more
names and addresses for you to add to
your list. May the Lord bless all of you
for the work that you do. Your brother
in Christ.
(Carrol Grimes, Abbeville, Al.)
n Dear MM,
I enjoy your MM so much. It has
answered a lot of questions for me. It
makes me read the Bible and study a
lot more. I’m on disability I can’t help
you the way I would love too. I’m a
member of Rogers Springs church of
Christ. Please keep up the good work.
Enclosed is a check for... I hope this
will help a little bit. Thanks, (Doris
Townsend Britt)
n Your paper is such a benefit to your
readers and a Glory to God. (Jerry
Wages)
n Enclosed is a small check to help

with the Magnolia Messenger. ..Thank
you all for your hard work and dedication. Sincerely, (Marlene Rushing,
Bogue Chitto, Ms.)
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RESPONSE:
Yes. A very prominent and
influential evangelical scholar
has proposed that heaven will be
here on earth and so have several
notable preaching brothers. They
maintain that, instead of the
earth being destroyed at Christ’s
second coming, it will be cleansed
of sin and impurity by eschatalogical fire and become the new
dwelling place for redeemed
mankind and God.

In the past I have had Jehovah’s Witnesses try to convince me that heaven
would actually be here on a cleansed and renewed earth. Now I hear prominent
brethren teaching the same thing. Would you comment, please? (N.P.)

(Acts 1:9-11). A short time later
Stephen looked up into heaven and said, “Behold, I see the
heavens opened, and the Son of
Man standing at the right hand of
God” (Acts 7:56).
To heaven Jesus went and
from heaven He will return to
take us to be with Him in heaven.
The Psalmist agrees, “Of old
you laid the foundation of the
However, the position
earth, and the heavens are the
appears to me to be inconsiswork of your hands. They will
tent with Scripture. Jesus said,
perish, but you will remain; they
“Heaven and earth will pass
will all wear out like a garment.
away, but my words will not pass You will change them like a robe,
away” (Matthew 24:35; Mark
and they will pass away, but you
13:31; Luke 21:33).
are the same, and your years have
Just before His death,
no end” (Psalm 102:25-27).
resurrection and ascension into
John tells us, “Love not the
heaven He said, “In
world” and also asmy Father’s house
sures us “The world is
are many rooms.
passing away” (1 John
If it were not so,
2:15-17).
would I have told
When Christ
you that I go to
comes again, the
prepare a place for
righteous living will
you? And if I go
be transformed (1
and prepare a place
Corinthians 15:51for you, I will come
52), the dead saints
again and will take
will be raised and
you to myself, that
will be “caught up
where I am you
together with them in
may be also” ( John
the clouds to meet the
Faulkner University
14:2-3). He did not
Lord in the air, and so
5345 Atlanta Highway
say, “My Father and
we will always be with
Montgomery, AL 36109
I will come here to
the Lord” (1 Thessa334-386-7154
earth to dwell with
lonians 4:17). There is
cmay@faulkner.edu
you.” He said He was
no indication of their
going to His Father’s
coming back to earth.
house to prepare a place for us
The body we now have, Paul
and will come again to take us
says, is “earthly” but the body we
to the place He has prepared.
receive at the resurrection will be
Not long after that, Jesus was
“heavenly.” “Just as we have borne
taken up on a cloud into heaven the image of the man of dust, we

THE WORLD
PASSES AWAY

QUESTION:

shall also bear the image of the
man of heaven” (1 Corinthians
15:49). We are told, “If then you
have been raised with Christ, seek
the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand
of God. Set your minds on things
that are above, not on things that
are on earth” (Colossians 3:1-2).
As David Warren says, “None
of this makes any sense if heaven
is really just a place on earth” (“Is
Heaven a Place on Earth,” Gospel
Advocate (Nov., 2015, p. 17).

“NEW HEAVENS
AND NEW EARTH”

Several times, beginning
with Isaiah, the expression “new
heavens and new earth” is used to
describe our dwelling place after
Christ’s return.
“For behold, I create new
heavens and a new earth, and the
former things shall not be remembered or come into mind” (Isaiah
65:17). “For as the new heavens
and the new earth that I make
shall remain before me, says the
Lord, so shall your offspring and
your name remain” (Isaiah 66:22).
Reflecting Isaiah’s prophecy
the New Testament says, “But
according to his promise we are
waiting for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness
dwells” (2 Peter 3:13), and, “Then I
saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more” (Revelation 21:1).
“Heaven” is the dwelling place
of God and “earth” is the dwelling
place of man. So “new heavens and

a new earth” would seem to signify a new dwelling place for both
God and man, and, according to
Revelation 21:3-4, “the dwelling
place of God is with man;” so
both are the same place.
Nothing about that, however,
suggests the new earth is to be a
cleaned up version of this earth.
Rather, Revelation says “the first
heaven and the first earth had
passed away.” Further,, the Greek
word translated “new” in “new
heavens and new earth” is kainos,
which means “new as to quality,
different.” It is not neos, which
means “new as to time, or recent”
(see any standard Greek dictionary or lexicon).

“BURNED UP”
OR “DISCOVERED”?

A major proof text used by
advocates of the heaven is on
earth position is 2 Peter 3:10-13,
utilizing a controversial textual
variant. “But the day of the Lord
will come like a thief, and then
the heavens will pass away with a
roar, and the heavenly bodies will
be burned up and dissolved, and
the earth and the works that are
done on it will be exposed. Since
all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought
you to be in lives of holiness and
godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will
be set on fire and dissolved, and
the heavenly bodies will melt as
they burn! But according to his
promise we are waiting for new
heavens and a new earth in which
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righteousness dwells.”
The last word in verse 10 is
the word in dispute. The Greek
text used by the King James
Version has a word that means
“burned up.” What is considered
the better attested word and the
word adopted for the text used
by most modern translations
means “exposed” (English Standard Version), “laid bare” (New
International Version).
Note the other verbs in the
text: “pass away,” “burned up,”
“dissolved,” “dissolved,” “set on
fire,” “dissolved,” “melt as they
burn.” “Exposed,’ “laid bare,” or
“discovered” seems weirdly out
of place.
Interestingly the American Standard Version and the
Revised Standard Version revert
to “burned up.”
Bruce Metzgar, recognized
as a premier scholar in textual
criticism, in his Textual Commentary on the Greek New
Testament says, “At the close
of verse 10 the extant witnesses
present a wide variety of readings, none of which seems to be
original.”
If a word meaning “exposed,” “discovered,” or “laid
bare” is accepted and used to
buttress the view that this earth,
instead of being destroyed
or burned up, will simply be
cleansed and renewed and then
become the dwelling place we
call heaven, it seems to contradict the thrust of the rest of the
context.
A prime rule of hermeneutics is that passages that
are controversial or disputed
should be interpreted by clearer,
plainer passages, not the other
way around.

WHY ?

At least one motivation for
coming to the conclusion that

Continued on page 19
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19th Annual

Now You Take It From There

New Date: May 2-5, 2016 • New Location: Roosevelt State Park

4073 Stillwod Dr • Memphis, TN 3812-3056
j3812sim@yahoo.com

Magnolia Messenger RV Rally
The new date is May 2-5, 2016 and the
sevelt State Park and there are plenty of
new location is Roosevelt State Park near
RV sites. We usually reserve sites in the
Morton, MS. The owners of Lake Tiakloop that starts with 43 and goes through
O’-Khata in Louisville, MS, where we have
78. The sites on the water are $24. If you
been holding our rally, decided to rent their
are a senior and are not on the water, your
RV spaces to workers who were rebuilding
site will cost $14.91. I have reserved site
some of the damaged buildings caused by
50. There are also plenty of hotel rooms at
the tornadoes two years ago. This left us
the State Park. These are really nice rooms
without adequate sites to have our rally.
with a small kitchen and overlook the lake.
Keith Wilson
We considered different places and
Also, they have several cabins of different
finally decided to go back to the original location
sizes. We have reserved the group camp room for
of our very first rally held nearly two decades ago.
the rally.
Lord willing, we will be coming together at RoosYou can contact the park by calling 601-732evelt State Park, near Morton, about 20 miles east of 6316. You can also reserve everything by going
online at www.reserveamerica.com or www.mdwfp.
Jackson on I-20.
Our theme this year is “Living to Make a Difcom .
This is a beautiful state park. Let’s make this a
ference in This World: A study of the Sermon on
great rally. We hope you can attend. Again this year,
the Mount.” Keith Wilson, who preaches for the
Betty and Garnett Harris have agreed to serve as
Crystal Springs church, will be our guest speaker.
Rally Masters for this event. You can contact them
You will be blessed by attending these sessions and
enjoying the sweet fellowship offered during this
at bettyharris1003@yahoo.com and their number is
662-571-2854. You can reach me at apaulfranks@
special week.
gmail.com and my number is 662-792-2700. LookThis rally is for anyone. You don’t have to
have an RV to attend. There are several
ing forward to seeing you at Roosevelt State Park on
May 2, 2016.
different places you can rent at Roo-

ATTENTION: LADIES

North Mississippi Retreat Sardis Lake Christian Camp

Sept. 23-24, 2016

Betty Moss of Kosciusko asked that the MM announce the fall Retreat for Ladies in North Mississippi. She wrote,
“This is the time to plan. Time goes fast and you must plan ahead. Mark your calendar. If you would like to be on
the mailing list, email: klmo401@centurylel.net. If you can’t email, call Kari Martin at 870-404-3658 after 6 p.m.

John Simpson

Captain of your Soul
By John Simpson
Recently, I read a statement from an undocumented source that exploded from the page and will not go away. Allow me to share it with you:

“If God is your co-pilot – swap seats!”
Believing that we are captain of our own soul, we often fly into forbidden turbulence, thinking that God is seated beside us as “first officer”
only in case of emergency. It is when we do not allow God to be in charge,
that we leave our chartered course.
As a sheep-herder, David could easily surrender
the course of his life to God, expressing it this way:
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes
me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet
waters. He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths
of righteousness for His name’s sake. Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no
evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely
goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, and I will
dwell in the house of the Lord forever” (23rd Psalm).
It was after his anointing as King, with all authority over Israel, that
he elected to remove God as captain of his soul and enter forbidden
turbulence of immorality with Bathsheba (II Samuel 11 & 12). Read of his
contrition and prayer for restoration in Psalm 51.
Having returned to his proper relationship, David was able to carry
out the purpose for which he was called. Not only did he prophesy about
Christ, he resembled Him in many ways. Both were born in Bethlehem,
were of low estate on earth and shepherds – one caring for sheep, the other
for souls. Both came to kingship – David conquered from shore to shore
and Jesus was born king of an everlasting Kingdom.

“If God is your co-pilot – swap seats!”
Now, you take it from there!
Note & Save

August 19-20, 2016
4th Annual

Men’s Leadership Retreat
Toledo Bend Church of Christ
Many, Louisiana
Theme

Tishomingo State Park Retreat

October 21-22, 2016

Betty Moss also also asked that we publicize the annual retreat for ladies at Tishomingo State Park in NE Mississippi. She wrote, “Make your plans now. Ask off work and get your family ready. Bring your daughter, sister
and mother! Make it your ladies’ retreat. It will bring you closer as you learn. To be put on the mailing list email:
robinwhitley@gmail.com or you call call Robin Whitly at 662-231-2367 after 6:00 P.M.

“Building Guardrails Around the Family”

Speakers & Facilitators:
Dan Manuel, Scott Manuel; Paul Shandeville, Jan Dean,
Jerry Hodge, James Tidwell, Ray Hyatt, Josh Manuel

RSVP: Danny Manuel
318-256-0826 or dannymanuel21@yahoo.com
Notice

Motel (2 blocks from church building; special rates)
Stay overnight in church building; hookups available for RV’s

“It’s Yours in Mississippi”
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More Than A Name and a Claim

By John Gardner
In my office is a nice looking coffee mug which I rarely
use for coffee, but I keep it around for a special purpose.
The mug reminds me of an important lesson.
A few decades ago, the various entities that promote
tourism, industry, and growth in the State of Mississippi
launched a campaign to promote the state in the eyes of
its citizens and outsiders. They came up with a different
way to write Mississippi, making all of the tails of the “s”
letters drop below the line and interlock. It was catchy. So
was the slogan that went with it: “It’s Yours in Mississippi.”
All kinds of items were sold and distributed promoting
Mississippi with the new writing of the name and with a
promising claim. I ended up with a coffee mug with both
the name and the claim on it.
I was happy with my mug as a way to sell Mississippi
and show pride in our state. But then one day some weeks
later, I was struck with the irony of the mug when I looked
at its bottom. On the bottom of the cup with the bold
name of Mississippi and the
claim that the state had what
you wanted and needed were
the words “Made in England.”
Made in England? When
Mississippi has an outstanding
pottery industry to made truckloads of coffee mugs? The reality
of having to go not just out of
state, but out of country, to get
a supply of mugs sort of undercut the power of the intended
promotional sell. It takes more than a name and a claim to
convince.

Churches of Christ

Churches of Christ (Romans 16:16) wear a powerful and
beautiful name. As individuals we wear the name of Christ
in the name Christian (Acts 11:26; Acts 26:28; 1 Peter
4:16). We make the claim that we are churches belonging
to Christ like those first century churches belonged to
Him. We claim identity with those churches in essential
faith and practice.
But what if someone looks beneath the name and the
claim? Will what they find authenticate what is claimed?
Will their discoveries validate the name we wear?
Will those investigating our name and claim find the
quality of love Christ showed and expects in His disciples?

churches in many other places took the commission seriJesus said, “A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one ously (Acts 2:14–47; 3:11–4:4; 5:14, 27–32; 8:1,4). Do we?
Are our evangelistic efforts “on the back burner,” if indeed
another. By this all will know that you are my disciples, if
on the “stove” at all? Do others see beneath our name and
you have love for one another” ( John 13:34,35 New King
claim the passion of our Savior to seek and to save the lost?
James Version). If they see attitudes and actions that belie
Finally, for now, do
the claim to be like Him and be His disciples, will our
those examining who we
words be persuasive?
say we are and what we are
The late Alan
about see churches that
Bryan said he once
are eagerly looking for
met a man who told
and awaiting the return
him when he thought
of Christ the Lord? The
of churches of Christ,
early churches bearing His
he thought of people who put clocks
name were about that.
in the back of their
Early Christians were told
auditoriums, built their
Jesus would return in the
buildings with differmanner the apostles saw
ent color brick, and
Him ascend into heaven
were “always fighting
(Acts 1:9–11). Some of
and scrapping with one
those churches, like the
another.” The first two
one at Thessalonica, were too
of those impressions might
eager and misunderstood
The late Alan Bryan said he once met a man who
just be quirky, but the last
the promise (1 Thessalotold
him
when
he
thought
of
churches
of
Christ,
one can be devastating to the
nians 4:13ff ), but they were
he thought of people who put clocks in the back
claim we are true disciples of
looking and longing for His
return. Peter reminded the
the loving Christ.
of their auditoriums, built their buildings with
If others look beneath our
scattered saints of his day
different color brick, and were “always fighting
name and claim, will they
to be eagerly awaiting the
and scrapping with one another.” The first two
see a people alive with the
day of Christ’s return and
passion of Christ to save the
to live accordingly (2 Peter
of those impressions might just be quirky, but the
lost from eternal damna3:12–14). John wrote that
last one can be devastating to the claim we are
the hope of Jesus’ coming
tion? Our Head indeed
went about doing all kinds
was a tremendous motivation
true disciples of the loving Christ.
of loving, compassionate
to live pure, holy lives (1
works toward the diseased
John 3:1–4). John cried out
and distressed (Acts 10:38;
longingly in his final words,
“Even so, come, Lord Jesus”
Matthew 8:1-17). He fed
(Revelation 22:20). His words should capture the hearts of
thousands who were hungry—at least twice (Matthew
Jesus’ people today as then.
14:13–21; 15:32–39). He was moved with compassion
over the hurting. But the main focus of Jesus’ work was
Does that burning desire for our Lord’s return motivate
churches of Christ today? Are members’ lives shaped and
His preaching and teaching the lost about God’s kingdom
and the salvation He was bringing in (Mark 1:35–39;
stirred by that longing? Are we more than a name and a
claim?
Matthew 4:17,23; 11:1; Luke 19:10). He commissioned
His disciples to take the message of eternal salvation to all
(Brother John serves as an elder and preacher for the North
men until the end of the Christian age (Mark 16:15,16;
Brandon church in Brandon, MS. His address: John GardMatthew 28:18–20).
ner; P. O. Box 1465; Brandon, MS 39043. E-mail: gardner.
The early church at Jerusalem and later the
john43@gmail.com)

Houseparents Needed North Alabama Christian Children’s Home
In a recent note from Don Williams
(Executive Director of the Florence, Alabama Home for Children), we learned
they are searching for houseparents to
care for girls in their new six bedroom
cottage. He wrote the following.
“Love the new layout and format of
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the Messenger. It is colorful and even
easier to read. God bless your efforts.
“... I would also ask if you might
include a little ad for us concerning
the Children’s Home. We are finishing
building a 4,000 square foot 6 bedroom that will house some of our girls

at the home. We hope this home will
be opened sometime in February or
March.
“We will be in need of Christian
house parents to come and work with
us soon, as one of our house parents
will be leaving us later this spring.

“Interested couples can contact us
at 256-757-4212, or they can email me
at donwi1l55@yahoo.com. They can
also go to NACCH.com and check our
website. Thank you for your kind help in
the matter. (Don Williams)

6n
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Traditions
Doctrine

&

By Wesley Thompson

Traditions can become very meaningful to us.
We may even identify ourselves by the traditions we
follow. Therefore, we can be very protective of them. We
may be willing to cause division and strife amongst our
brothers for the sake of our traditions. This is something
that we must seek to avoid. Ephesians 4:3 tells us to
“make every effort to keep the unity of the spirit through the
bond of peace.”
However, doctrine should be treated differently than
traditions. Romans 3:3-4 states, “What if some were
unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of
God? By no means! Let God be true though every one were a
liar, as it is written, ‘That you may be justified in your words,
and prevail when you are judged’.” (ESV).
When it comes to matters of doctrine, we should
always seek to align ourselves with the truths declared
by God. Tradition, therefore, can simply be defined as
following the pattern set by man, while doctrine can be
defined as following the pattern set by God. I would like
to point out three ways that tradition and doctrine differ
from one another, given these definitions.

THE FIRST WAY

First, tradition is a matter of preference and doctrine is not.
Let me share with you an
example of doctrine and tradition
related to Scripture to illustrate
this point. Most of us have our
favorite translation of Scripture.
One that we may have grown up
reading, or a specific Bible that we
have filled with notes throughout the years. This is a matter of
preference.
There are many quality translations of Scripture available to
the church. We need to recognize
that our choice in this matter is
largely based on preference and
not attempt to force others to
follow our pattern.
In contrast, the content of

Scripture cannot be changed
based on our preference. John
12:48 says, “There is a judge for
the one who rejects me and does not
accept my words; that very word
which I spoke will condemn him
at the last day.” God’s Word is
authoritative. God alone declares
what makes a man holy and He
alone is the authority of what is
and is not sinful. These things
cannot be changed by our individual preferences or desires.

THE SECOND WAY

Secondly, traditions differ from
place to place, but doctrine does not.
Around the world, holidays
and celebrations differ greatly.
Tradition is not universal, but

rather tied to a specific person or
group of people based on preference. Doctrine is universal.
Let me share with you an
example of doctrine and tradition
related to baptism to illustrate this
point. Acts 2:38-39 states, “Peter
replied, “Repent and be baptized,
every one of you, in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. The promise is for
you and your children and for all
who are far off—for all whom the
Lord our God will call.”
Here we see that the doctrine
of repenting and being baptized
for the forgiveness of sins and to
receive the Holy Spirit does not
change from place to place. It is
for those near and far off, from
one generation to the next; it remains true for all whom the Lord
God calls. Doctrine is true and
unchangeable worldwide.
In relation to this, we have
a tradition within the church to
have baptisteries in our auditoriums. This is a tradition that
we have based on preference and
expedience. We must recognize,
however, that this is a tradition,
and if a church decided not to
put a baptistery in the auditorium, this does not mean they had
somehow left the faith, but rather
this autonomous congregation has
a different preference.

THE THIRD WAY

The third and final difference
between tradition and doctrine is
that tradition is effected by culture

while doctrine is not.
Traditions change not
only because of individual preference but
also by the impact of
the society we live in.
Let me demonstrate this with the
example of evangelism and Bible
study. In Matthew 28:18-20, we
read:
“Then Jesus came to them and
said, All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me.
Therefore go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely
I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”

We have had many great traditions in these areas throughout
the years, such as tent meetings,
door knocking, etc. As our culture
has changed, many have decided
that the effectiveness of these
strategies have been reduced and
ultimately have implemented different methods, while some towns
still use them.
We need to recognize that
the command in Matthew 28:1820 is to evangelize and instruct.
This is a doctrinal command that
must be followed. The programs
we use to implement this command is a preference that, with
time, may become a meaningful
tradition, but can ultimately be
changed.
This is also true when it

comes to Bible study. Programs
like the Wednesday evening Bible
class or Vacation Bible School are
great traditions that we have implemented to teach God’s Word
and grow in Biblical knowledge.
However, as our culture changes,
we may find new ways of teaching that are more effective in our
changing society.

Conclusion

When change is suggested
within the church, before we
speak out, let us ask ourselves
- is this a matter of doctrine or
tradition. Why? When it comes
to matters of traditions, we must
realize that our preferences are not
more valuable than those of others
and we must be willing to make
compromises or changes. However, when it comes to matters of
doctrine, it does not matter where
we are in the world, what anyone’s
individual preference is, or what
our culture says on the matter;
we must follow the pattern set by
God.
Wesley Thompson serves as Youth
Minister for the Starkville, Mississippi church. He can be reached at
wesnat1@yahoo.com or in care of
the Starkville Church of Christ; 613
E. Blvd.; Starkville, MS 39759

Spring 2016 / Magnolia Messenger n

What Does Forgiveness Mean?
“Pardoned” or “Paroled”?

By Seth Sullivan
Thankfully, the love of God sent Jesus who “while we were still sinners” died for us (Rom.
5:8). Today, all who obey the plan of salvation as taught in the New Testament can receive forgiveness of sin (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3-7; cf. Gal. 3:27). The inspired Writ then promises
that God will “remember our sins no more”, “cast them into the sea of forgetfulness”, and forget
them “as far as the east is from the west” (Heb. 8:12; Micah 7:19; Psa. 103:12).
How wonderful! God indeed will absolutely pardon every obedient soul of their transgressions. BUT... can this measure of forgiveness by God be said of fellow saints on earth? To be
more specific, if God pardons people of their sins, does this mean that saints are to also pardon
the repentant sinner as well?
Let me ask you a question: What is the difference between pardoning someone and
paroling someone? One dictionary defines parole as, “The release of a prisoner temporarily
or permanently before the completion of a sentence, on the promise of good behavior.” To go
further, the dictionary defines pardon as, “The action of forgiving or being forgiven, excusing,
and forgetting an offense made by another.” So, when a person receives Christ, are they to be
paroled or pardoned?
In the book of Acts, Saul of Tarsus was a person who “wreaked havoc on the church” (Acts
8:3). However, Saul would obey the gospel and, in time, be renamed Paul, the apostle. He
showed many fruits of repentance in preaching and suffering in the name of Christ. When he
sought to join himself with the brethren at the Jerusalem church, they did not believe he was a
disciple. It was Barnabas who defended Saul’s obedience (Acts 9:26-30).
It could be argued that the brethren at Jerusalem must have thought, “Saul is no disciple.
He is an enemy of God doing things that are sinful and wrong.” Today, these same accusations
could be thrown
at ex-drug
abusers, homosexuals, thieves,
fornicators, etc.
It is possible
today to react
just like the
brethren did in
Jerusalem! It
was the Apostle
Paul who said to the church at Corinth, “Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by
the Spirit of our God” (I Cor. 6:10-11). It is noteworthy to add that a sincere person who has
“godly sorrow” for their sin will exemplify the example of Christ in their life! (2 Cor. 7:10).
So be careful friends! Always make “righteous judgment” upon others (Jn. 7:24). This does
not mean that a person can parole another believer to see whether or not they will return “to
their own vomit” (2 Pet. 2:22). The Father completely forgives a person of sin upon obedience
of the gospel. Even after obedience, “If we confess our sins he is faithful and just to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness” (I Jn. 1:9). To look upon another person with disgust, belittling, bitterness, feelings of distrust, etc. is to invite the wrath of God into one’s life. Remember, Christ
forgave you as a sinner, and thus we are to forgive others (Col. 3:13)! So, what does forgiveness
mean? It means to pardon! Just as we have been pardoned of our sin, we pardon others!
Notice the difference between pardoning someone from their sins and paroling them! To
parole someone is to not forgive them. To pardon someone is to forgive and then forget their
sins! This is how God reacts to a repentant sinner! Therefore, help other saints in their walk. Be
a support, guide, mentor, and help to those who have been “clothed in Christ” by the blood of
Christ (Gal. 3:27b).
The Hebrew writer admonishes to “let brotherly love continue” (Heb. 13:1). Strive to help
other believers remain faithful to God, His Word, His church, and His purpose (Rev. 2:10)! What
does this forgiveness mean to you?
(Seth Sullivan, preacher; Waynesboro Church of Christ; P. O. Box 94;
Waynesboro, MS 39367; sethka63@hotmail.com)

IN MEMORY OF
VELMA B. DELANCEY
Wilburn DeLancey
(Delhi, LA)

Charles & Juanita Fulgham
(Yazoo City, MS)

DESSIE BOBO
Linda & Paul Curry
(Columbus, MS)

CHRISTINE JONES
Ray Jones
(Hot Springs, AR)

SAMANTHA GENTRY
Glenda Morris
(Corinth, MS)

MART SALLEY
MICHELLE SALLEY CROWLEY
Red & Pudge Salley
(Eupora, Ms.)

BILL SURRELL
T. C. Nowell, Jr.
(Starkville, Ms.)

Ralph & Virginia Pace
(Winona, Ms.)

CLEO W. BROOKS
Danny M. Brooks
(Columbia, Ms.)

AUDREY SEAGO
Rita Kassey-Whalen
(Senatobia, Ms.)

WILFRED “PUD” WALTMAN
BILLY RICHARDS
BARBARA RICHARDS
Charles & Juanita Fulgham
(Yazoo City, Ms.)

LEO STEEN
Jack & Frances Charles
(Boosier City, La.)

BILLIE COLEMAN
Tony & Barbara Coleman
(Oxford, Ms.)

JAMES E. “DOC” FULGHAM
Helen Fulgham Looman
(Yazoo City, Ms.)

DON R. ADAMS
Faye Stanford
(Byhalia, Ms)

CHRISTOPHER COLE
Barry & Diane Cole
(Mathison, Ms)

M/M W. A. BRYANT
Carol Bryant Law
(Brentwood, Tn,)

CARLTON CRANE
Jan Crane
(Fulton, MS)

GARY W. COOPER
Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, La.)

GREY ROBERSON
JEFFREY JINKERSON
EVELYN LEE
WEBBER FERGUSON, SR.
Jay & Cindy Street
(West Point, Ms.)

GEORGE & LILLIE LEWIS
George N. Lewis
Prince Lewis
(Kosciusko, Ms.)

LAVON HENLEY
Virginia C. Henley
(Daphne, Al.)

Dorothy K. Newell
(Daphne, Al.)

LOUIS GENE STRICKLAND
Bonnie Strickland
(Brandon, Ms.)

BOBBY MADDOX
MRS. ELLA ARCHER
Dean & Nellie Caldwell
(Vicksburg, Ms.)

REBECCA RENFROW
Judy Walker
(Clinton, Ms)

BILLY WAYNE WILLIAMS
Mrs. Marsha Kenneth & Scott
(Moorhead, Ms.)

Paul & Dianne Downs
(Oxford, Ms.)

Garnett & Betty Harris

JOE KENDALL POWELL, SR,
EVA LUCILLE COLVIN
BERRYMAN
Reid & Frieda W. Thompson
(DeRidder, La.)

FANNIE CRAIG MIZE
Fay Hayden
(Batesville, Ms.)

LAURA WORTHEY
Joanne Burroughs
(Nettleton, Ms.)

BOB & VERNA WADE
BURNEY
Helen Burney Mann
JOE, PEGGY & JAMES
ALLEN MENEES
(Anonymous)

IN HONOR OF
BOB & ANNE HOWTON
Terry & Sue Calloway
(Demopolis, Al.)

RAY & DONNA FRANKS
JOEY & TERESA FRANKS
GARY & MARY SELBY
PAUL & CATHERINE
WILCOXSON
Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, La.)

AL & JUNE FRANKS
M/M CECIL MAY, JR.
Joel & Jeanette Collins
(Lexington, Ms.)

NAN WILEY
Catherine McCartney
(Ferriday, La.)

RAY, KENNY, JOHNNY,
TONY & SID COLEMAN
Mary Coleman Freeman

(Brandon, Ms.)

(Senatobia, Ms.)

“JOHNNY” HAYDEN
M/M Robert Bayham

ZELMA (BANEY) MALONE
Rhenda Miltner
(Coldwater, Ms.)

(Baton Rouge, La.)

ZELDA WALDEN
PAUL WALDEN
Gerald M. Walden

PHILIP HATHCOCK
Catherine Hollie
(Amory, Ms.)

(Ripley, Ms.)

In addition to the name of the person being memorialized or honored, please include your name and address
and the address of a family member to whom a written acknowledgement may be sent.
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Rectification of Language
“Adult” “Gay” “Politically Correct” “Whatever”

Jim Howard
Confucius lived in China
about 500 years before the birth
of Christ. He was a wise man
and philosopher whose thought
shaped Chinese culture for two
thousand years. His writings
primarily addressed law, etiquette,
social relationships and government.
One of Confucius’ primary
teachings he called “Rectification
of Language.” He maintained
that unless language is correct
and reflects reality, society cannot
function properly. So he called for
words or terms that did not reflect
reality to be rectified or properly
defined.
I would suggest that a time
has come in American culture,
and particularly as relates to those
of us trying to be Christians, to
rectify certain terms in our language which have been perverted
or corrupted in an effort to change
cultural values. Let me mention a
few such terms or phrases.

God intended to be multi-dimensional in the Christian marriage
of one man and one woman for
life. It is anything but adult. We
badly need some rectification of
language with the term “adult.”

higher suicide rates.
This issue should especially
speak to those of us who are New
Testament Christians. For two
hundred years we of the American Restoration Movement have

The church will grow when God is
honored, when Christ is preached,
and when the Holy Spirit plays
an important role in the lives of
her members. When the gospel is
preached in truth and love, and
when the lives of members exemplify
Christianity, then the church is on the
move and growing.

“Gay”

Half a century ago this term
meant something quite different
than its current connotation.
I feel sorry for a good friend
of ours in college whose last name
was Gay. Many of the readers
“Adult”
of this publication played a part
Of course you and I realize
that this word refers to that which in a popular high school drama
entitled “When Our Hearts Were
is mature or fully developed as
Young and Gay.” I doubt that
contrasted with that which is
this production is found on stage
childish or immature. At some
time in our national history, prob- much these days.
Thousands of hours and
ably right after WWII, promoters
millions
of dollars have been
of sexual immorality and indecency, primarily for financial gain, ini- expended in the last 30 years to
redefine the term “gay.” The hotiated a campaign to redefine the
mosexual/lesbian
lobby has been
term “adult.” Suddenly this word
was used to describe pornography, so successful in their campaign
to come up with a new and less
nudity, peep shows, R & X rated
derogatory word describing their
movies etc. If you stop to think
perverted, deviant lifestyle that
about it, such use of a good word
rarely today in the media is the
is a perversion of reality. Adult
sexuality should refer to the beau- term “homosexual” ever used.
tiful relationship of a husband and Though the subject has been in
the news constantly since the
wife in Christian marriage. The
Supreme Court recently Sataninew use of the term “adult” really
indicates the immaturity of those cally approved same-sex marriage
whose sexuality never develops to nationwide, homosexual language
the stage where God can use it for is rarely seen. Ironically sexual
His purposes. Pornography in all perversion which goes by the term
its forms is obviously a perversion “gay” is anything but gay. This
alternate lifestyle involves disease,
that emphasizes only one, the
perversion, lust, promiscuity, and
visual, dimension of something

by majority vote. This very week
a survey of Americans ascertained
that more than 60% believe that
the abortion mill “Planned Parenthood” should
not be totally defunded of its
millions of taxpayer dollars. To
believe otherwise would obviously
be politically incorrect. I believe
that Christians should never (I
repeat Never) consider political
correctness in coming to any ethical conclusion or decision. We
have a far higher standard—Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount.

“Whatever”

proposed using Bible terms for
Bible realities. It is interesting
to me that in the catalog of gross
sins found in I Cor. 6, as far as
I can tell the term “gay” is used
in none of the modern Bible
translations. In fact every one of
these translations uses some form
of “homosexual” with the exception of two: the second edition
of the Revised Standard Version
uses “sexual perverts” and the New
Revised Standard Version uses
“sodomites.” I think that we as
Christians should not use the language choice of the homosexual/
lesbian lobby employed by them
to put a better face on their sick,
perverted lifestyle, even if their
terminology is the popular choice.
I am reminded of the words of
Isa. 5:20: “Woe to those who call
evil good and good evil …”

“Politically Correct”

This is a more recent redefinition of language. This phrase
is used to refer to commonly-accepted views of the general
American public. If space were
available, dozens if not hundreds
of illustrations could be given.
We need to be reminded that
truth has never been determined

Sadly this otherwise good
term has been redefined by post
modernism. For the Christian,
I believe this word should imply
that whatever happens to us,
we are God’s and our Heavenly
Father will take care of us. I love
the Apostle Paul’s question “Who
shall separate us from the love of
Christ?” followed by a long list
of terrible threats along with his
firm assurance that God and the
Lord Jesus Christ are in complete
control and will, in life and death,
completely protect God’s children
from every evil.
However the secular humanistic outlook of post modernism
uses the term “whatever” as a

kind of cynical code word for
their belief that life really has no
direction, no meaning. This is
why millions of secularists rush to
the morning newspaper of some
other source to check their daily
horoscope trying to find some
direction for their misguided lives.
This attitude was epitomized
many years ago by a popular song
Que Sera, Sera taken from a
phrase meaning, “Whatever will be,
will be,” a rather fatalistic saying
implying that all of life is random,
that there is no purpose or plan
directing an individual’s life—the
very opposite of belief in God’s
all-encompassing providence.
Sadly, this cynical worldview
characterizes a large segment of
today’s population.
Confucius was certainly not
a Christian. He did, however,
possess some great wisdom and a
certain grasp of some very fundamental truths. A lot of modern
language badly needs to be rectified. Language to communicate
really does need to be objective.
Words should say what they mean
and mean what they say. And
Christians should never allow the
forces of evil to redefine truth by
redefining words.
Jim Howard is a minister and
educator who may be contacted at
5276 Cherokee Rose; Memphis, TN
38125. jim.lois@comcast.net

LADIES’ DAY
at East Laurel

Church of Christ, Laurel, Mississippi

June 18th (Saturday)
8:45 AM registration
Theme:

Losing the Weight of the World
(Colossians 3: 23 and Hebrews 12: 1)

For More information contact

Marilyn Graham: 601-433-5228
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“Take Ye Away The Stone”

by Russ Vickers
In John 11:1-46, we have the gospel
account of the resurrection of Lazarus
from the dead by the Lord. As a worker,
the Lord Jesus Christ stands alone. Jesus
could have done everything alone; but
He chose to give those who were also
concerned with the matter something
to do. They were able to take away the
stone ( John 11:39) and loose Lazarus’
grave-clothes
(11:44).
A careful
reading of
the Bible will
reveal that the
Lord always
gives men
something to
do when His
work concerns
men (Rom.
1:16; Mark
16:15; Rom. 10:13-15). Man naturally
takes pride in that which he has a hand in
doing.
Have you ever considered why Jesus
required them to remove the stone? He
could have removed it Himself, or He
could have raised Lazarus without it being
taken away. His action was in keeping with
the well known Bible principle that God
does not do for men that which man can

do for himself; and neither does He seek
to bless man without man’s cooperation.
The Scriptures teach that there is a human
as well as divine side in the matter of our
salvation. The divine side is well known
( John 3:16; Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2:4-5; Eph.
2:8). There is also a human side (Acts 2:38;
Acts 2:40; Eph. 2:8; Heb. 2:3; Heb. 11:6).
There is a great significance attached
to the stone’s removal. The stone was to
be removed before Christ would do His
work. The same is true, in principle, with
people today -- in matters pertaining to
salvation. There are many things which
stand between the alien sinner and his salvation before they can rightfully expect the
Lord’s blessings. These obstacles (stones)
must be removed by the individual.
In many cases, ignorance must be
removed ( John 8:32; John 6:44-45; Acts
17:30; Rom. 1:16-17; Rom. 10:1-3; 10:17).
Most people are ignorant by choice. Also,
prejudice must be removed because it
keeps people from accepting the pure
word of God. Paul was in Thessalonica
among prejudiced Jews in Acts 17:1-12.
Prejudices contributed greatly to the death
of Christ. Some say, “What was good enough
for my parents is good enough for me.” So,
they close their ears to the truth.
There is also self-esteem, which is
a formidable barrier in the way of many.
The reason for this is that people refuse to

humble themselves (Matt. 18:3-4; Matt.
5:3). A person once said, “The hardest thing
for me in obeying the gospel was letting my
family see me humble.” All things not in
harmony with the revealed will of God
must be removed before one can be a
Christian (Matt. 7:21-23).
We also note some hindrances to the
progress of Christians. We are speaking
here of anything which keeps them from
seeing and accepting the whole truth; this
includes all ill feelings ( John 8:31-32; I
Peter 1:22; I Thess. 2:11-12). We are told
in I Peter 2:1, “Wherefore laying aside all
malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings.” Also, In
James 4:11 we read, “Speak not evil one of
another, brethren. He that speaketh evil
of his brother, and judgeth his brother,
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the
law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not
a doer of the law, but a judge.” All indifferences must be removed (Matt. 12:30;
Rev. 3:14-20). All sectarianism must be
removed (I Cor. 1:10-13; 3:1-5). And, all
the Christian graces must be added (II Peter
1:5-8).
There are some things which God
has done for man which man could not
have done for himself. In Romans 5:6-8,
we notice, “For when we were yet without
strength, in due time Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a righteous man

ignorance • prejudice
• self-esteem • ill feelings
•

•

indifferences
•

sectarianism

will one die: yet peradventure for a good
man some would even dare to die. But
God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.” God gave His Son to
die for the sins of mankind, made possible
a plan of salvation, and then revealed to
man how he could make this salvation his.
God gave the gospel – facts, commands,
and promises; but man must – hear and
believe the facts, then obey the commands
if he is to enjoy the promises of God.
God will never do man’s part for him.
Because, if he should do that, then man’s
freedom of choice will be taken away from
him and he would no longer be a free,
moral being, able to choose for himself.
Christ raised Lazarus from the dead
(man could not do this). But He required
others to roll away the stone from the
door of the tomb and, then, remove the
graveclothes (this was something man
could do).
The Lord demands that we remove
every obstacle, lay aside every hindrance,
and obey His commands, if we are to
enjoy His salvation. Let us “roll away the
stone” and serve Christ all our days.

Russ Vickers – preacher & servant, Hillcrest
church of Christ; 954 South 4th St; Baldwyn, MS 38824; E-mail: hillcrestchurcho@
bellsouth.net
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Wants & Needs
Brandon, MS

Searching for Pulpit Minister

The North Brandon church of Christ has begun a search for a pulpit minister to
assist in the work of the Lord.
The church has a Sunday morning attendance of about 140 and is overseen by
three elders. The work is further aided by six deacons and a full-time youth and
family minister. The church is committed to the biblical pattern.
The ideal candidate will be 40 to 60 years old, with about 10 years of experience
or more in successful full-time ministry. He should be a graduate of a brotherhood school of preaching or hold a degree from a Bible department in one of our
Christian universities. He should have a wife who is supportive of his ministry.
Financial support is competitive and commensurate with experience.
Brandon, Mississippi is a growing city of 20,000 + a few miles from Jackson. It is
located in Rankin County which has a recognized educational system.
Those interested should send to the elders an email letter of interest, resume,
and audio file of two recent sermons to: nbrandoncofc@bellsouth.net. Or
send hard copy and CDs to: Elders, North Brandon church of Christ, P.O. Box
251, Brandon, MS 39043. Phone contact may be made with Austin Brantley
(601.591.7489).

Blue Springs, MS

Antioch Church is Looking for a Preacher

The Antioch congregation, located in Union County near Blue Springs, Mississippi, is in need of a full time minister. The church, with an attendance of about
70 each Lord’s day, is overseen by three elders. A nice three BR, two bath house is
furnished. Please send resumes to the elders at the following address:

Antioch Church of Christ

1350 CR 197 • Blue Springs, MS 38828
(Request submitted to MM by elder Alan [Buddy] Hitt; 662-397-8908)

Who’s Who Among

Servant Leaders
in Churches of Christ?

We continue to receive
nominations from MM readers
in a desire to give recognition
to servant leaders in the Lord’s
church. Thanks to all who have
sent in nominations. If you
have someone you would like
to nominate, please submit the
name of the person and reasons
why you believe he/she should
be honored in this way. We
will need your name and contact
information, if we have questions. (If you wish, we will keep
your name confidential.)
Each person who is nominated will receive a certificate
from the Magnolia Messenger.
We would like for you, or someone else in the congregation
where you worship, to present
the certificate and take a picture
so we can put it in the next issue
of the MM.
Recently we traveled to
Amory, MS to personally award
a certificate to Jimmy and Janice
Vaughan. Jimmy is one of the

Thyatira, MS

Seeks Full-time Minister

The Thyatira congregation, located east of Senatobia, is seeking a full-time
minister. A brick home and competitive compensation plan are available from
the congregation of about 100 which has both elders and deacons. The current
full-time minister has served the congregation for almost 17 years. Initial contact
may be made with George Willliams: 662-562-4018; thyatiradawg@gmail.com.
SW MS (Natchez area) Church

Looking For a Van

elders for this great church and
Janice has been very helpful to
Jimmy and the church there.
Janice has been sick for the
last several weeks and needs
our prayers. As we got to the
building, we received a call from
our daughter, Megan who was
on her way to the hospital to
have our fourth grandchild.
My wife, Glenda, told me we
were leaving immediately to go
to Chattanooga. Abel Gaines
Shepherd was born on February
21 and is doing well. So, we left
the certificates with the preacher
Philip Hathcock and thanks to
Philip and others we received
this photo of the Vaughn’s.
Also, we had two other
pictures sent to us! Brother
Arthur Burnett on the left was
presented his certificate by
Brother Christopher Holiday at
the North Hillcrest Church of
Christ in Aberdeen.
And finally this issue, we
have a photo of Sammie and

Linda Fritts presenting a certificate to Dale Boren. The Fritts
commented, “Our brother Dale
Boren is an elder at the Florence
Blvd Church of Christ in Florence, Alabama. He is a special
person who loves the Lord and
devotes much of his time to our
congregation by visiting the sick
or anyone who needs encouragement, preaching, teaching
and always listening to each
and everyone who has problems
as they are walking in their
daily lives. He speaks at many
funerals and performs weddings
for people in our area. Brother
Dale is kind and gentle and
gets alone with everyone who
he meets and has helped bring
many people to Christ. He
always gives everyone a great big
hug and says, ‘How we doing
today?’ We love him dearly and
would appreciate you letting
our congregation know how
much we appreciate him. He
has three children, five grandchildren and a special wife,
all of whom are faithful
members of the church.”
Please send your nomination to
MM Award Program P.
O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, MS 39090.

Sammie and Linda Fritts
Present Certificate to Dale
Boren (center)

Isaac Tenner, long time preacher for the E. Roxie church, near Natchez,
Mississippi, asked that the MM call attention to their need for a 15 passenger
van to use in their work. Of course, they would like a van in good condition and
not too expensive. It may even be that some congregation with a van, not being
presently used, would consider donating the van to a good cause or selling for a
good price. You may contact brother Tenner at 691-597-0332.

Interim Preacher Available

Bro. Franks,
As of February 1, I will be available for interim work or fill-in appointments.
Distance is not a factor if travel funds are available. For an interim of over six
months, we would consider a temporary move, as “Dr. Betty” is now retired.
...I know you often hear from the churches that are needing interim or permanent preachers, so thought I should be in contact. If you wish to put a notice in
your paper, that would be great.

Arthur Burnett (left) was presented his certificate by
Christopher Holiday at the North Hillcrest Church of
Christ in Aberdeen, MS

W. E. Hamblen; Florence, AL

256-740-9658 or williehamblen@yahoo.com

Jimmy and Janice Vaughan in Amory, MS
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“Drop-in Visit”

At Vicksburg
On the third Sunday of this year (2016), my June
and I were blessed to drop in for an enjoyable A.M.
worship service with the
I-20 congregation in
Vicksburg, Mississippi.
We were pleased to meet
their preacher, Larry
Macomber, who has
been a full-time servant
of the church for several
months. We also were
privileged to visit with
their capable youth minister, Jeffrey Holmes.
Each Lord’s day
morning about 130 (or more) folks gather at the
meeting house of the Vicksburg church located on
Interstate 20. We were blessed to be present for the
Bible study service beginning at 9:00 A.M. It was a
joy to meet and greet many dear brothers and sisters
we have come to know and to love over the years. The
adult auditorium class was ably taught by one of the
three church elders -- Wade Hammack. The other
two long-time elders are Clyde Redmon and Calvin
Seyfarth.
As expected, based on what we had been told,
brother Larry did a great job preaching God’s word.

The talented song leader for the Sunday of our visit,
Mark Rhodes, did his usual good job directing congregational singing. Putting the singing and preaching together, along with the communion service,
prayers and the privilege to “lay by in store” we were
built up by an inspiring and meaningful worship
service.
To add special flavor to our drop in visit, we were
invited to join the congregation for a pot luck meal.
This enabled us to visit with many of our dear brothers and sisters in Christ. While we were sitting at the
dinner table, a small floral arrangement was seen with
a reminder of the powerful message proclamed by
Jesus which may correctly be labeled the “Badge of
Discipleship.” Remember the words of Jesus:

by Jeffrey Holmes
If I had to choose the staple verse from Mr. Roy’s
and Mr. Rhea’s Sunday morning and Wednesday
night class it would probably be I Corinthians 15:33,
“Bad company corrupts good morals.” I remember
from the earliest moments these men taught us that
your best friend should be a Christian. I have had
many Christian friends
throughout my life but
during junior high and
high school they weren’t
the friends I spent most of
my time with.
Instead my closest
friends and the people I
looked up to were people
who smoked weed, sold
drugs, and other such
things. And guess what I Jeffrey Holmes
ended up doing? The exact
same things my closest friends were doing. In my
case the saying showed true: “If you sleep with dogs
you will wake up with fleas.”
My life and my relationship with God did not
begin to change until I changed the kind of people I
hung around. Solomon writes in Proverbs 13:20 that
“Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise.” What
this leads me to believe is that it is not enough to
just not be around bad company or foolish people

but we also have to surround ourselves with people
that we want to be like. For instance, if I wanted to
be a successful gardener I would need to spend time
with Wade Hammack. If I wanted to be an amazing
hunter I would spend time with Josh Williamson.
When millionaires hang around millionaires they get
more millions. When poor people hang around poor
people they get poorer. The point is that we become
most like the people we hang around with.
If our spiritual lives are not what we want them
to be, it is important that we look at the spiritual
lives of the people we look up to and spend the most
time with. There are times when we have to change
what surrounds us on the outside so that we can
change what fills us on the inside. But this type of
change takes a humble, submissive, and trusting spirit because this change can only breed success when
God is the one in control.
I humbly ask you to pray with me that God will
not only grant you and me the ability to see the
changes we need to make in our lives but that He’ll
also grant us the wisdom, courage, and humility
to make those changes. Without His help we will
always be finding ourselves waking up with fleas.
(Above article, taken from “Vicksburg Reminder”,
December 30, 2015, was written by Jeffery Holmes,
youth minister. His address: Vicksburg Church of Christ;
3333 North Frontage Rd., Vicksburg, MS 39180)
vickcofc@gmail.com

“By this shall all men know you are my
disciples if you have love one to another.”
The 1-20 church publishes a weekly bulletin
which we are blessed to receive in the mail. Along
with this report, we are thankful to share with you
two articles taken from the church bulletin published
the last Sunday in 2015. By permission from each of
the writers, we are pleased to re-print the articles, believing that each is worthy of your time and thought.
(Report by Al Franks, MM editor)

“If You Sleep With Dogs...”

Check Your Attitude

11

Larry Macomber
“Is the glass half empty or half full?” “Is it partly cloudy
or partly sunny?” are questions that have often been asked to
see if one has a positive or negative
outlook. No one can deny the power
of one’s attitude. It can make all the
difference in how one approaches a
problem. Whether a situation will
be viewed as an insurmountable obstacle or a challenge to be overcome
will be determined by one’s attitude.
Our attitude will determine whether
we tend to wear a smile or a frown.
Several years ago I came across
the following by Justin Hatfield
that illustrates the power that one’s
attitude can have in how they approach life.
“Both the hummingbird and the vulture fly over our
nation’s deserts. All vultures see is rotting meat, because that is
what they look for. They thrive on that diet. But hummingbirds
ignore the smelly flesh of dead animals. Instead, they look for
the colorful blossoms of desert plants. The vultures live on what
was. They live on the past. They fill themselves with what is dead
and gone. But hummingbirds live on what is. They seek new
life. They fill themselves with freshness and life. Each bird finds
what it is looking for. We all do.”
Our attitude is most often shaped by what it is that we
allow our minds to focus on. If we allow it to become fixated
on the negative, then we will see and approach about every
situation with a negative attitude. Conversely, if we seek to dwell
on the positive, then our attitude by which we approach nearly
every situation will equally be positive.
At the end of a year when many of us are looking back over
the past year with a critical eye, how often did you view people
and problems as a vulture? Why not start off each new year
[each new day] with the resolve to begin allowing the following
verse to reign in our hearts and minds? Wouldn’t you rather be a
hummingbird than some old vulture?

Finally, brethren,
whatever things are true,
whatever things are noble,
whatever things are just,
whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely,
whatever things are of good report,
if there is any virtue
and if there is anything praiseworthy meditate on these things.”
(Philippians 4:8)
Larry Macomber preaches for the I-20 congregation in Vicksburg,
Mississippi. The above article was published in their weekly church
bulletin and is used by permission. Larry can be reached in care of
the Vicksburg Church of Christ; 3333 North Frontage Rd.; Vicksburg, MS 30180) vickcofc@gmail.com

12 n

Magnolia Messenger / Spring 2016

Derrick Maranto Serves As
Aberdeen’s New Preacher

FHU

Lectureship
Henderson, TN

Paul and Glenda Franks

Glenda and I traveled to Henderson to attend the FHU lectureships.
One of the things we did this year was to reserve a booth space for the Magnolia Messenger. It is very
interesting to go from booth to booth and see exhibits of so many of the good works going in our brotherhood. Preachers enjoy the lectures and many of them spend time with their friends in fellowship and
looking at the exhibits. Going to FHU in February means cold and snow. And, as expected, it did snow
one day. Doug Burleson serves as the Director of the lectureship.
Another highlight of the annual lectureship is the open forum. This is a special time where questions are invited and Biblical response is given by capable students of God’s word. This year three
different men participated in answering Bible questions. The men were Phil Sanders, Ralph Gilmore
and Cecil May, Jr. All did an outstanding job in their response.
The FHU Annual Bible lectureship for 2016 was dedicated to the life and work of Cecil May, Jr.
An evening meal was prepared in brother May’s honor. I was blessed to be a part of the large assembly
who had come together in a common desire to show their appreciation for brother Cecil. Very appropriate. A very special man, Cecil May, Jr. (by Paul Franks)

Open Forum with Three Responders (From left) Phil Sanders, Ralph Gilmore and
Cecil May, Jr.

Cecil May, Jr. Honoree at 2016
Lectureship

Exhibit Area at FHU Lectureship

The elders of the church of Christ in Aberdeen are pleased to
announce the recent selection of Derrick Maranto as their new minister.
Derrick is a graduate of Pillow Academy in Greenwood, Northwest
Community College in Senatobia, and Freed-Hardeman University in
Henderson, TN.
The Aberdeen congregation is excited and appreciative to have
someone as energetic, compassionate and inspirational as Derrick to
join their family in outreach and service to the church and community.
For the past 15 years, Derrick served as the Associate Minister for the
Amory church of Christ. Within that capacity Derrick had rotational
duties within the pulpit
and had also led the
Youth activities for an
entire generation of
young people. He is
actively engaged in
Maywood Youth Camp as
a speaker and counselor
and, on many occasions,
he has participated as
speaker at youth rallies,
Exposure, Horizons and
at Freed-Hardeman
University.
Derrick and his family
will continue to live in
Amory, about 16 miles
away, where his wife Leslie is the Business Manager for the Amory Public School System. Derrick and Leslie have 3 children: Walker, Braden
and Cam. Derrick is the son of Norman and Joyce Maranto, preacher for
the church of Christ in Rolling Fork, Mississippi.
The elders and church family in Aberdeen pray for a long and fruitful partnership with the Maranto family.

Houston Church Welcomes
New Preacher
Craig Simon is beginning
his work at the South Jackson
St. church in Houston, MS,
replacing long-time minister,
Luskey Green, who has recently
retired after 17 years of service
with the South Jackson Street
congregation. Craig, his wife
Linda and daughter Callie,
moved from Southern Illinois. Craig attended Heritage
Christian University and has
preached for churches in
Alabama, Indiana, Kentucky
Craig Simon Family
and Illinois.
Craig’s parents, Darrell and
Elizabeth Simon, followed me in Mendenhall, MS in 1980. He is a great
preacher and we are excited their son, Craig Simon and family have
moved to Houston, MS. (Paul Franks)
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“Drop In Visits”

Hanging Moss Church of Christ
Jackson, MS

Glenda and I had the opportunity to visit with this congregation, a few weeks ago, just after
they had appointed elders. Curtis Pittman who serves as the “ministering evangelist” has been
preacher for this church for 40
years. Bible classes were at 9:00
A.M.; afterward at 10:00 A.M.,
the Sunday morning worship
service started. Over 400 people
were in attendance that day.
The singing was great. Curtis
preached a sermon from Ephesians 4 and stressed that “leaders
of the church are to help us grow
from being children to spiritually
mature Christians.” He stated,
Elders at Hanging Moss Road Church of Christ (Left to right) Wayne Hervey,
“If you have a church of spiritual Leory Beddingfield, George Smith, Jr., James Jefferson and in center, Curtis
babies, then leadership has not
Pittman
done its job.” Curtis and I have
been friends for many years. We attended MBC together. On the day of our visit there were three
baptisms. The church is excited about its new elders and its future.

Skyway Hills Church of Christ

Homecoming in Pearl, Mississippi
The Skyway Hills congregation recently

(March 13, 2016) had a special “Homecoming Day.” Danny Dodd who preached
at Skyway, back in the 90’s, was invited to
return home and to be the guest speaker.
Danny’s wife, Terri, and their two daughters,
Jordon and Taylor, came with him from their
home in North Little Rock, Arkansas where
Danny preaches for the Levy congregation.
The Homecoming was considered
successful. Many people from different
states, who had previously worshipped with
Danny Dodd Family Terri (wife); Jordon and Taylor (daughters)
the Skyway Hills church, came “back home”
for the special event. Glenda and I were able to attend on Sunday morning and were blessed to see
several “old friends.”

Lectureship at FSOP Draws Large Crowd
Lakeland, Florida

Glenda and I decided to attend the annual lectureship in January at the Florida School of
Preaching. Yes, I know having to go to Florida in January is tough! The school is located at the
South Florida Ave Church of Christ in Lakeland, Florida.
Mixing and mingling with the large crowd helped us to really enjoy our visit. Russ Crosswhite was one of the several guest speakers at the lectureship. Russ preaches for the Fulton church
of Christ in Fulton, MS. Also the Carrs were there from Belmont, MS. Butch Carr’s dad, B.C.
Carr, was the first director of this school in Lakeland, Florida. Currently the director of the school is
Brian Kenyon, and as would be expected, Brian was
very friendly to us!
This church that meets on South Florida Ave
is a congregation of over 200. Recently, the elders
of this church made an announcement that, due to
their preacher Bob McAnally retiring, who has been
the preacher since 1979, they had decided to hire
Hiram Kemp beginning June 1, 2016. May their
continuing efforts to build up the Cause of Christ be Russ Crosswhite, one of Hiram Kemp,Hired as
blessed. (Paul Franks)
the speakers at FSOP
new preacher
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Are You Ready?
Death Can Come At Any Age!

2, 24, 56, or 91 (?)
When I preached in Lake Charles, Louisiana, I found myself thinking
about death more than I had ever thought about it. Some of our family in
Mississippi had died and several were dying in our church family in Lake
Charles. Occasionally, I would preach about death because I was forced to
think of it often.
In the last few months several friends have died or lost love ones,
reminding me again that maybe we need to think of death, to help us keep
focused on what is really important! Death is for certain! Jesus Christ is the
only one I know who has come back from the grave and told us how to live
our lives to be ready for our own death. I choose to put my faith in Jesus
Christ because of His resurrection. What about you? Remember death can
come at any age.
On December 8, 2015, Daniel Whitworth, son of Michael and Sara
Whitworth, died at the age of 2. Michael is an associate minister with the
church in Keller, Texas. His deceased dad, Daniel, was a long time preacher in Mississippi and once worked with the Magnolia Messenger, Death
visited Starkville on December 18, 2015, taking the life of Jeffrey Jinkerson
at the age of 24. Jeffery had just completed a BS degree in Missions from
Freed-Hardeman University. His parents, Perry and Sylvia Jinkerson, work
with the campus program of the church at Mississippi State University.
Several weeks ago, I was in Quitman, MS and spoke to the church.
Richard Gooch, who had preached for this church for many years before his
retirement, had been
sick. He just happened
to attend that Sunday.
I enjoyed my visit with
him. Later, I learned that
brother Gooch passed
away, at the age of 91,
on December 21, 2015.
Just this week, Dan
Spencer died at the age
of 56. He was killed
Daniel (age 2) held by his dad, Michael. Mom (Sara) is
in an auto-motorcycle
holding baby sister, Audrey.
accident. Dan and his
parents, Carl and Vera Spencer, attend the Siwell Rd congregation in Jackson, Mississippi. (Our sincere sympathy to each of the families. God bless.)
Whether you are 2, 24, 56 or 91, death can come to you/or your family
in the blink of an eye. We need to be ready. Are you ready?

Jeffrey Jinkerson, age 24
Just completed his BS
degree in Missions from
FHU

Richard Gooch, age 91
Long time preacher at
Quitman

Dan Spencer, age 56 killed
in auto-motorcycle accident
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God’s Providence Produces A Powerful Song

“Mama, Please Choose Me!”
By Betty Steward
God’s Providence is evident when we
look at a span of time in the life of many
Old Testament characters. My favorite one
is the story of Joseph. Looking at his life
from beginning to end, it is pretty amazing
all the ways God’s hand was on Joseph’s
life... and moving toward the good that
would come to his family in the end. It
is evident that the fullness of what God
intended for Joseph and his family would
not have occurred without a mix of good,
bad and unusual events.
Pretty amazing, as well, is that Joseph
stayed faithful through it all. Have you ever
wondered what would have happened in
this story if Joseph had decided not to be
faithful to God during the crucial points
in his life? What if he had decided not to
participate when he had the opportunity
to step up and give interpretation to the

dream about the baker and the butler back
when he was in jail in Egypt? And, what if
he decided to remain silent about what he
knew would come in the good years and
the bad years of harvest?
God used the events in the story of Joseph -- good and bad -- to weave together
events and circumstances, bringing His will
and plan full circle. When God is in it, there
are no accidents!
I believe there is evidence that God’s
Providence is alive and working in our lives
today. That He still needs us to speak up
and stand up for those who need our help,
whether or not we can see the outcome;
just knowing that it is right (whatever it is
and, that it is what God wants) makes it
necessary for us to participate (plant) and
allow God to give the increase.
How can we expect God to give the
increase on what we have not planted? We

must know that silence is not planting.
Being neutral and tolerating, which looks,
to our children, as accepting; thus, they most
likely will grow up to participate (read
“Women of Troubled Times” by Cindy Colley)
It would be good for us to remember
that our choices move us in the direction
of God’s Will or away from it. Being the
free moral agents He created us to be, we
are constantly interfering -- choosing this
excuse or that, to do what we do, or don’t
do. Many times we wind up doing what
we think is “right in our own eyes.” With
each and every decision we make, choice is
involved -- choices that can lead us toward,
or away from His will for us. It would be
best that we keep His will in the forefront,
because it is within His will that we can
look back and see how His Providence was
working all along.
When we think of God’s Providence,
we may feel we are somewhat
removed from it. But, not so! In
truth, every choice we make is
either in God’s will or not. We
cannot always know what is ahead
that may make a HUGE difference to someone else, or even in
our own lives. Often times, we
are totally focused on something
else; not aware of what is happening at the moment which
is about to “collide” with some
words, an event or circumstance
that will prove to be a meaningful,
long-lasting act of God’s Providence.

Example of God’s
Providence

A good example of the Providence of God today just takes
looking back to July, 2015. I was in
the middle of a migraine headache
weekend. It was Friday. Our son,
Jim, called to say that our grandson, Jameson would be delivering
the message at the Verona church,
near Tupelo on the following
Sunday morning. Saturday, I felt
better and was making plans for
the one and half hour ride-over
the next day. However, on Sunday
morning, I was not better, but felt
even worse, and the light alone
was difficult. I told my husband

to go ahead and ask if Jameson’s lesson was
being recorded.
He was dressed and about to leave with
just enough time to arrive on time. All of
a sudden, I just knew I had to get up, get
dressed and go! So, I jumped up, washed
my face, brushed my teeth, threw on
some clothes, took two Aleve tablets, then
grabbed my hairbrush and makeup bag.
Within ten minutes I was in the car on the
way to Verona.
When Jameson stepped up to the
podium, I was glad I had pushed myself
to be there. I had no idea what his topic
would be, but pulled my notepad out of my
Bible to take a few notes; so proud of the
strong Christian man standing there, ready
to deliver a lesson from God’s word. I said
a silent prayer that he would do well and
would remember what he had prepared.
Jamison announced, “The title of my
lesson today is ‘Why this World is not my
Home’.” He gave a few scriptures, which I
wrote down, then gave a few points.
1. “This world is not my home,” he
said, “because the devil lives here; roaming
around like a lion, seeking whom he may
devour.”
2. He also stated, “This world is not my
home because our nation makes laws that
are against God’s Law.” He said, “The new
law just passed about same sex marriage is
totally against God’s design for marriage
and the family.” He expounded here a for
a bit then asked: “Did you know,” (and I
googled this), he asked, “that 57,000,000
babies have been killed since abortion was
legalized when the Roe v. Wade decision
was made in 1973?” He added, “That is
57,000,000 babies that did not get to do,
say, be or graduate from high school.” I
jotted his words and numbers down, and
even more things those aborted babies have
never been able to do; such as to read, learn,
grow, laugh, cry, love, hug.)
My mind drifted... The thought that a
doctor could perform such an act as abortion is horrifying, but so is the thought that
a mother could agree to destroy the life
within her. Jameson’s mouth was moving.
He was saying more words, but I was stuck
on the 57,000,000 babies... and feeling
very guilty that I had not made one phone
to call to my senator, or representative, or
governor or said one word to help with the
plight of these innocent babies in any way
since 1973.
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“Mama, Please
Choose Me”
Words of song by Betty Steward

Then
I heard
him say, “...
and a very sad part,
as well, is they did not even have
a voice in their mother’s choice.” My
sadness turned to guilt. I felt totally
ashamed for not doing my part to be
a voice for these 57,000,000 innocent
children who could not speak for
themselves. And even more guilty that
I had given little thought of the depth
of horror their death is in abortion. I
reached for my phone and punched
out the 57,000,000 total. I kept dividing it out to find that close to 4,000
babies a day are dying. And me not
even thinking about it. Me... comfortable to just get up every day, drink my
coffee and tend to my own concerns,
while 4,000 women are getting dressed
to meet some doctor who will go
against the oath he made to protect
that life inside her.
I lost a few more lines of what
Jameson was saying... trying to sort
it out. Part of the guilt I was feeling
was that I had done nothing to help.
Doing nothing is tolerating... and,
according to Cindy, my grandchildren
see me as accepting. I was very aware
that I could have used my talents in
some way to stand up against this evil
that God hates, but my silence caused
my grandchildren to think that I accept
this law that men made. God forbid!
I jotted down some more of
Jameson’s words, then added a few
of my own, knowing that I had just
heard a good line in a song I could
write that would help to give voice to
these babies. Then I prayed to God to
forgive me for not standing up for the
57,000,000 babies that had already
died. It was like drawing a line in the

sand
for
me.
Babies on
the new side of this
line... I’d be doing my best to
speak for their life.
Since getting into the stats of
what is happening with abortion, I’ve
learned that there are many Christians
who think “the mother has the right to
choose, placing her own needs over the
life that God created. What part of a
woman having the right to choose
to allow a doctor defile what God
“fearfully and wonderfully made” looks
Christ-like?
None of us can control what any
other person, elder or church does with
Roe v. Wade; but, we do have our own
voice. I know that God gave me some
talents that I can use to be a voice for
these unborn babies. All of us will have
to give an answer as to how, what and
why, in this critical violation of God’s
law in our land, many Christians
remain silent.
While Jameson was still delivering
his message, I was in prayer to God to
help me, to forgive me, and to give me
the words to say in song that would
make a difference, and to be a voice
for these precious unborn babies.
On the way home, I told Jimmy all
that was in my heart. As he drove, I
asked him to pray “right now that God
would give me some words to say in a
song that would make a difference, and
would be a voice for these babies. As
we traveled home, we prayed and talked as I wrote lines to “Mama, Please
Choose Me” on paper. The first thing
I did when I got inside the house was
to grab my guitar and put the music to
the words. Then I sang and played it
for Jimmy. He said. “That is so good!

We need to get that professionally
recorded, get that song out there
and pray it will make a difference.”
So that is just what we have
done. Jimmy called our son, Chris,
who lives near Nashville, and asked
him to get us an appointment to
record it with a studio there. We also
decided to purchase 1,000 CD copies
of the song -- all of which we are
giving away to pro-life groups. We are
praying the message in this song gets
into the hands and into the hearts of
many of the 4,000 women about to
abort their child every day.
I’m connecting with various prolife groups and trying to get as many
CD copies as I can in the hands of
preachers, counselors and anyone who
is involved in pro-life work that might
be able to get the words of the song in
the hands of someone contemplating
abortion, or considering adoption as a
better alternative. I was honored to be
asked to share this story on Mississippi “Super Talk Radio” and also on
American Family Radio (AFR-Tupelo) this past month. Good things are
in the works from those connections
as well.
Since getting involved in prolife causes, I have been surprised to
learn that 70% of all women who
have had abortions write “Christian”
as their religious affiliation. Even
within churches of Christ, many are
pro-choice. Many congregations are
complacent about getting involved in
being a voice to stand up against the
laws our government makes that are
against God’s Law, using the excuse of
not getting involved with “politics”.
I’m thinking if I were one of those
babies about to be aborted, I’d be
begging elders everywhere to look at
what God says about the subject and
be in prayer about how God views the
silence of the church while innocent
blood is being shed. There is no room
for opinions, or excuses. Babies are
dying while we are silent! How do we
explain our silence when we know how
God feels about the sanctity of life?
Surely the church will take the lead in
some way to abolish abortion.
Continued on page 17

Mama, please choose me.
Cause I wanna live, and do, and say and be.
Mama, please choose me.
The law says that you have a right to choose
Whether I live or I die.
My heart’s in your hand, and all that I am,
Is hanging on what you decide.
Mama, please choose me.
Cause I wanna live and know and grow and be.
Mama, please choose me.
Mama, please keep me.
Cause I wanna live and read and learn and be,
Mama, please keep me;
Mama, please keep me.
Or give me to someone who’ll let me be
Their long waited bundle of joy.
You have your time, to love and define;
Don’t ruin it by taking out mine.
Mama, please keep me.
Cause I wanna live and laugh and cry and be,
Mama, please keep me.
You live in God’s great land of liberty,
I beg you, don’t take that from me.
How in God’s name can you willingly defame
His fearfully and wonderfully made
Mama, please choose me
Cause I want to live and see and hear and be.
Mama, please choose me
Mama, please hear me.
I wanna live and love and hug and be;
Mama, please hear me.
57 million without a voice,
Since Roe v. Wade disgraced our land.
The Good Lord above, holds them with his love,
And knows whose blood’s on blood stained hands.
Mama please hear me.
Cause I wanna live and walk and talk and be.
Mama, please hear me.
Mama, please choose me.
Oh, Mama, I beg you... to...
Please choose me!
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What Is A

“Salvation Issue”?

By Roger Johnson
A “salvation issue” is generally
regarded as a matter that affect one’s
eternal destiny. Indeed, there are matters
in which a person may engage that would
not adversely affect his eternal destiny.
For instance, the apostle Paul addressed
the matter of eating meats sacrificed to
idols in his Corinthian correspondence (1
Cor. 8). To eat or not eat such meat is a
matter of indifference (1 Cor. 8:8). In either case, it would not affect that person’s
eternal destiny.
There are numerous things that we
may do as Christians that will not affect
our eternal destiny. For instance, it is a
matter of indifference whether or not we
worship in a rented facility or one that is
paid for by the church. For that matter,
we could worship under a tree or in a
straw hut so long as we worshiped God
according to his instructions ( Jn. 4:24).
We can sing using a songbook or a power
point portrayal on a screen so long as we
teach and admonish one another and
make melody in our heart (Eph. 5:19; Col.
3:16). We can evangelize through the
printed page, the Internet, the mass media
of radio or television without violating
any command of God. We can travel to
our mission points by car, boat, airplane,
bicycle, donkey, or walking. It makes no
difference so long as we go. None of these
matters are “salvation issues.”
However, there are practices that,
if observed, would condemn a person
to eternal punishment because they are
a violation of God’s word. A problem
arises when man decides what is or is not
a matter of indifference. For instance,
some people view baptism as a matter of
indifference. They do not consider it a
“salvation issue” and, thus, do not teach its
essentiality. Jesus did not so regard it, for
He said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” (Mk. 16:16). Neither
did the inspired apostle Peter regard it as

We are living in a period of time when
“tolerance” seems to be the operative word.
As a result, the floodgates of fellowship are flung
wide open to accept varying and conflicting views
on biblical subjects in the name of
“openness” and “freedom.”
unessential, for he wrote,
“The like figure where
unto baptism doth also
now save us” (1 Pet. 3:21).
There are many passages
in the New Testament
that affirm baptism as an
absolute requirement for
salvation in spite of the
fact that many religious
people do not regard it as
such.
Some do not regard being a member of the church as
a “salvation issue.” They advocate that
having a “relationship with Jesus” is the
important thing and it doesn’t matter to
which church a person belongs or, for that
matter, if he belongs to any church. Yet,
the Bible says God added the saved to
the church (Acts 2:47). Since the Bible
affirms that there is only one church (Eph.
4:4), it appears to me that it does matter
to which church one belongs. Whether
or not a person is a member of the Lord’s
church is a “salvation issue.”
Some even advocate that one’s sexual
preference is not a “salvation issue.” They
reason that God made them with a sexual
orientation toward a member of the same
sex, therefore, to practice homosexuality
will not affect their eternal destiny. Yet,

God condemns such
behavior in no uncertain
terms and declares that
those who practice such
will not inherit eternal
life (Rom. 1:26-27; 1 Cor.
6:9-10).
We are living in a period of time when “tolerance”
seems to be the operative
word. As a result, the
floodgates of fellowship are
flung wide open to accept
varying and conflicting views on biblical
subjects in the name of “openness” and
“freedom.” To do otherwise is considered
by some to be unkind, judgmental, narrow-minded and legalistic. I beg to differ.
It is not being unkind or legalistic to teach
and practice what God has authorized in
His word and encourage others to do the
same. After all, it is by God’s word that
we shall be judged ( Jn. 12:48).
There is a safe and biblical principle
upon which our doctrine and practice
should be founded. It is that we should
teach and practice only that which is
authorized in God’s word. Peter declared,
“If any man speak, let him speak as the
oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). Paul told us
not to go beyond that which is written (1
Cor. 4:6). John declared that if we go be-

Next MM RV Rally • May 2-5, 2016
Beautiful Roosevelt State Park (Morton, MS)
Read article on page 4 and/or call Paul Franks at 662-792-2700 for more information)

yond that which is taught in God’s word
we do not have God (2 Jn. 9). When God
speaks on a matter, that settles it whether I
believe it or not. Man does not have the
authority to put it in the category of being
a matter of indifference that he can choose
to obey or not without affecting his eternal destiny.
Compliance with this principle would
settle many issues that now face us. God
has given us everything we need to know
in order to be saved (2 Pet. 1:3). That
being the case, when the Bible addresses
a doctrinal or moral subject it is a matter
of salvation. A person cannot view it as a
matter of indifference simply because he
does not want to comply with the Bible,
or because he feels the need to extend love
and kindness to another person who may
believe or practice something that does
not harmonize with it.

The greatest love and
kindness he can extend is to
point out the area of
transgression and appeal
for compliance to God’s word
and to do so in a “spirit of
gentleness”
(2 Tim. 2:24).

A minister of the gospel, for that
matter any Christian, would be derelict
in his responsibility if he did not “put the
brethren in mind” (2 Tim. 4:6) of those
things God has enjoined upon us. Genuine unity is obtained upon the observance
of divine instruction and not upon the
husks of human opinion.
Addresses for Roger Johnson, a gospel
preacher: Roger Johnson; 4974 Glacier Dr.;
Columbus, GA 31907; E-mail: rlj126@
gmail.com
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Scenes From Recent Preachers’ Retreat
Held in the Former MBC Facilities at Kosciusko, MS (See Page 2)

Instructor: Dan Winkler

Students of God’s Word Enjoying the Use of Renovated Classroom in MBC Academic Building

Instructor: Kirk Brothers

Instructor: Gary Hampton

“Mama, Please Choose Me!”

A Powerful Song
Continued from page 15

Remember, our children see our silence as acceptance, thus are participating. Sadly, of
those who choose to have an abortion, many are members of the Lord’s church.
It is evident that God’s Providence and His Will were at work in Jameson’s lesson,
prompting words in song for the voiceless unborn child; other Christians and myself
needing a wake up call to the plight of the innocent unborn who is “fearfully and wonderfully made”. All these people, events, words, and circumstances needed to collide on that
Sunday Morning in Verona, Mississippi. It was
not my plan to participate, but the events and
ongoing results of that day in July, 2015, were no
3256 Tocowa Road
accident. God had a hand in it and is watching
over what we do with this. He knows far too
Courtland, MS 38620
many babies have already died while we have been
silent.

Pop & JoJo Music

EDITOR’S NOTE: Betty included the following information:
To download a copy of my song, “Mama, Please Choose Me”, go to www. cdbaby.com/
cd/bettybelksteward or www.amazon.com If you want one or more hard copy cd’s for
yourself and your family, then send $5.00 per cd or $20.00 for 5 cd’s (includes enough for
postage) Please include your complete mailing address.
We have just purchased 1,000 cd copies that we will give away for FREE to ministers,
counselors, and to Women’s Health clinics where pregnant women considering adoption/
having an abortion might frequent. If you would like to help us in this distribution effort,
please contact Jimmy or Betty at 662-207-0281.
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When
God
Says
by Ken Joines
It may be when there is an untimely
death in your family. Or you didn’t get
the dream job. Or some other situation
where it seems God has turned thumbs
down on your whole life. Then again it
may be related to some thwarted plan of
yours to do noble work, such as going to
the mission field. We may feel like God
has singled us out. There are parents who
don’t like the guy their daughter is engaged
to marry. They plead with God and with
her to find someone else. Now if she goes
on and marries this man, will they accept
God’s “No” or will they try to undermine
the marriage? This is huge.
Some mature Christians are so totally
devoted that they can say, “Yes, our hearts
are broken; our lives will never be the

This shows that
God’s judgment is
fair and his grace is
greater than all
our sins.
same. We cannot understand why this is
happening, but we are surrendering this to
the hands of God and trusting His divine
wisdom to see us through it.” On the
other hand, some will become bitter even
to the point of denying their faith.
So how do you respond when God
says “No” to you, when your prayers are
not answered and dreams become wishful
thinking? Do you shake your fist at God,
making yourself and everyone around you
miserable? How you handle this says a
lot about your spiritual maturity and even
your common sense. God answers prayers
in four ways: “Yes”, “No”, “Wait”, and, “You
must be kidding!
In Numbers chapter 20 we have the
record of God saying “No” to Moses. He
had the people encamped in the desert of
Zin where there was no fresh water. They
lashed out at him and said, “What were
you thinking!...why did you bring us to
this awful place? You are a terrible leader.
We wish we had stayed in Egypt.” Exasperated, Moses disobeyed God. He was

told to speak to this rock and receive water.
But he took his staff and struck the rock
instead. God then told him that because of
this disobedience he would not be allowed
to lead these people into the promised land
of Canaan. (Numbers 20:7-12)
On the surface this sounds like severe
and uncalled-for punishment. Look again.
Why was the punishment so severe? He
had given 40 years of his life to lead these
uncooperative people to the promised land.
Who wouldn’t be exasperated with their
constant nagging?
So why can’t Moses lead the victory
march into Jericho? Where is God’s grace?
Moses probably felt that way, don’t you
think? Deuteronomy 3:25 says he pleads
with God to reconsider. And God told him
“No” and not to bring it up again. God’s
“No” to Moses was final. And it sounds
harsh. But look with me at five reasons why
I believe this judgment was fair.

(1) It was a repeat offense.

Moses had lost his temper before when, in a fit
of rage, he killed an Egyptian taskmaster.
And when he came down from Sinai with
the ten commandments he saw the people
in rebellion and smashed the tablets. Now,
when God said speak to the rock, he lashes
out at the rock with his staff. Most of us
have some character flaw. His was an outof-control temper. Moses seems to have
battled his all his life.

(2) His action was a terrible
example to the people. Scripture

says Moses did this in the sight of the
Israelites. (vs. 10-11) More is expected
of a leader. And if this goes unpunished
the people would have the impression that
obedience doesn’t matter.

(3) Moses took credit for the
miracle (see v.10) It is pretty serious

for any human to take credit for something
God is doing.

(4) When Moses struck the
rock, he marred a sacred symbol that was intended to have been established. The New Testament says that rock
represented Jesus Christ who is the one
who supplies the living water that satisfies

us. And to this day, God’s child needs but
speak to our Rock and ask him to impart
this blessing of this living water. That
prophetic symbol was destroyed by Moses’
impulsiveness.

(5) Moses was eventually permitted into the land of promise. (This answers an earlier question,

“Where is God’s grace?”). Several centuries
later Jesus appeared on the mountain and
was transfigured, and appearing right
beside him were Moses and Elijah! You
see, God not only took Moses to heaven
the real promised land, but later permitted
him to stand in the land of promise he was
earlier barred from. This shows that God’s
judgment is fair and his grace is greater
than all our sins. This thought should be
underlined, bolded, high-lighted and never
forgotten.
So try to remember that God sometimes says “No.” Think back at other
examples. (a) David wanted to build the
temple but God said “No.” (b) Paul wanted
to take his mission in one direction but
God had other plans. If he said “No” to
these, don’t you suspect that he may say
“No” to you and me sometimes? In fact,
when you think about it God said “No” to
Jesus his only Son. In the Garden Jesus
said, “Father, if it be possible let this cup of
suffering pass from me.” Such an intense

God answers
prayers in four ways:

“Yes”, “No”, “Wait”,
and, “You must be
kidding!
prayer from His only Son! He fell down
on his face. His sweat was as drops of
blood. But there was no other way. And
God said “No.”
Please don’t let God’s discipline cripple
you. Be healed by it. Every parent loves
the moment when a disciplined child
comes sniffling up and wants to sit in our
lap and says, “Daddy, I’m sorry.” And you
say, “Are you going to do that again?” He
says, “No Sir.” And you say, “Do you know
we love you?” “Yes, Sir.” That’s the spirit
you want your child to have. That’s the
spirit God wants us to have.
As God’s child right now, would you
swallow your stubborn pride or rebellion
and just crawl up into the lap of your Father in Heaven and say, “O my dear Lord, I
am so sorry for my sin. I am willing to repent
of my sins. And I am ready to submit to your
will in all things. Create in me a clean heart.”
Ken Joines; 4449 Terrace Stone Drive;
Olive Branch, MS 38654 901-212-1601;
kjoines35@hotmail.com
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Bible Questions & Answers
Continued from page 3

heaven will be on this earth seems
to be a desire to motivate us to
be concerned for conserving our
environment. If this earth is to
be our heavenly home, we might
more diligently care for it.
At creation God blessed man
and said, “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth and subdue it
and have dominion over the fish
of the sea and over the birds of
the heavens and over every living
thing that moves on the earth”
(Genesis 1:28). Contrary to evolutionary theory, mankind, male
and female, made in the image of
God, is a higher order of being
than the birds and beasts and fish,

We should be conscious of
the fact that we will pass the earth
on to our children and grandchildren, and we should do so as
clean, nontoxic and unpolluted as
possible. That should motivate us
to care for our environment even
though heaven will not be on this
earth.

JEHOVAH’S
WITNESSES

The take Jehovah’s Witnesses
present on this view has it own
particular twists. They teach that
only 144,000 early Jehovah’s
Witnesses will go to heaven. That
quota has undoubtedly been filled
by now. The rest of the faithful

Let us reason together. I believe Scripture teaches
that this earth will be destroyed and the new heavens
and the new earth will be where Jesus has gone to prepare
them. Let us search the Scriptures diligently to help one
another to find the truth on this and every subject. But let
us do so gently and humbly, respecting one
another as brothers.
and has been given dominion over
them by God. After the flood,
God gave every animal, “every
moving thing that lives,” for food
for man (Genesis 9:1-3).
As with every other gift God
has given us, we are stewards of
the earth and the creatures who
live on it. We are to use them for
our benefit but ultimately for the
glory of God.

will enjoy Paradise here on earth.
When they knock on a door,
they want to talk about one of the
views peculiar to them: “Paradise
Is on Earth,” “There Is No Hell,”
and several others. When they are
presenting one of their chosen
topics, they have a memorized
trail of Scripture texts which are
twisted and taken out of context,
and they are so indoctrinated that

“A Trip of a Lifetime”

Israel & Egypt
(With Paul and Al Franks)

When I invite someone to go with us to the Lands of
the Bible, many times I am asked, “Is it safe?” I tell them
that it is. It is safe!
To illustrate: During the month of February, 2016,
“Educational Opportunities” sent over 2,000 people to the
Holy Lands. Not one person was injured; there was no
incident of any kind. Educational Opportunities is very
interested in keeping its travelers safe. If they think, for a
moment, that a trip is unsafe or a certain location is unsafe,
they will not let us travel.
The other thing I like about this company is that they
have been sending people to the Bible Lands since the
1970’s. They hire the best drivers, guides and agents to take
care of us while we are traveling there. These people make

they are very unlikely to ever be
counter-persuaded.
Here is a suggestion on how
to disrupt their memorized trail
and get them to think. Ask them,
“What must I do to be saved?”
It is difficult to know what
they will answer to that question,
because they do not usually think
in those terms. Generally they
have no previously thought out
answer. What seems ultimately
to be their answer, however, is,
“Learn all the particular views of
Jehovah’s Witnesses and go house
to house to teach them to others
and you will be saved.” Showing
them where that question is asked
in the Bible and showing them
the Bible answer to the question
can be a wake-up call.
I have never converted a
Jehovah’s Witness, but on two
occasions, meeting with them as
they tried to teach others, that
question and its Bible answer
has successfully kept them from
persuading others.

CONCLUSION

There seems to be a recent
tendency among us to multiply
the number of differences we have
with other Christians that require
a breech of fellowship. This view
that heaven will be on this earth,
along with some other ideas I
could specify, do not seem to me
to reach the level of significance as
to require me to no longer count
as brothers and sisters those who
differ with me on it.
Let us reason together. I
believe Scripture teaches that this

earth will be destroyed and the
new heavens and the new earth
will be where Jesus has gone to
prepare them. Let us search the
Scriptures diligently to help one
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another to find the truth on this
and every subject. But let us do so
gently and humbly, respecting one
another as brothers.

Okalona, Mississippi

Friends/Family Day & Auditorium Renovation
Builds Excitement at Gatlin Street Church
Mickey Beam recently sent an encouraging note about the progress
being made by the Gatlin Street congregation in Okalona. He wrote about
their “Family/Friends Day,” saying that on that day, 111 were present for the
morning service. He added that many former members and friends were
part of their great day.
The Okalona church has also recently renovated their auditorium.
When they removed the old carpet, they found a wood floor beneath and
decided to go back to it. He added, “The floor is a beautiful feature of the
auditorium now.” So, in addition to encouraging attendance, the church
is excited about their newly
renovated auditorium. Mickey provided some pictures which we are
pleased to share with MM readers.
Pray for our brethren in Okalona.
May their excitement continue to
build! (Editor)
Okalona Building; New in 1954
Okalona Church Excited About Newly
Renovated Auditorium

their living from tourists like us, spending our
money to make this journey, and they want to
protect their livelihood.
We plan to leave, God willing, on Tuesday,
November 29, 2016. The cost is $2,799.00
from New York to Israel. Additional airfare
from your city, tips and your lunches will be the
only additional costs. To secure your spot, you
can go to the website of Educational Opportunities and register. Their web site is: www.
eo.travelwithus.com. The tour is HL 16 and
your departure date is 11/29/2016. It is important, when you register, to indicate that you
are planning to go with my group. My (Paul
Franks) group number is 45403.
Paul and Al Franks on the mount of Olives, overlooking Jerusalem
You will need to pay a $300.00 deposit
per person for this ten day trip. Some of us
are also planning to visit Egypt after going to
and/or Egypt, we will travel together in a private bus and
Israel. This is an optional tour that cost $828.00. This is a
have our own guide. If you have questions, please call:
first class trip (not airfare) where everything will be done
Paul Franks 662-792-2700 or email, apaulfranks@gmail.
to make sure you will have the finest trip possible. In Israel com.
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Visiting among

Churches

in north
Mississippi

It was a great joy for me to visit among the churches. I got to visit with several congregations. I was encouraged to see all the good works being done to God’s glory. I had the
opportunity to not only visit but speak at some of these churches. The following is my
report as I visited among the churches.
n October 4: I began
a meeting with the Berclair church of Christ in
Memphis, TN. Pat Casey is
the minister there. He is an
old friend and worked for a
long time at the Millington
church. I enjoyed getting to
visit with him and Shirley.
James Massey, Dwight
The church is served by three Thompson, Keith McLeod,
elders and their attendance elders; Pat Casey, minister
is around 70. This Sunday,
because of the meeting, they
had 107 in attendance. It was good to see so many visitors from the area. I enjoyed meeting with the brethren
there.
In Bible class we studied the “Mystery Unraveled.”
Shirley and Pat Casey
It is a study from Ephesians of the blessings we find in
the church. In worship I preached on “The Freedom of
Forgiveness” based on the parable of the unmerciful servant (Mt. 18:21-35). It is a wonderful lesson
on God’s forgiveness.
We had a 1:00 p.m. service and I spoke on “It is Well with My Soul” based on Philippians 4:10-23. It
tells us about three great resources we have in times of trial.
Monday through Wednesday nights I spoke on, “Seeking the Lost,” the three parables on Luke
15, the parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), and “Finding Peace in a Chaotic World”
based on Philippians 4:6-9. I had one visible response to the invitation. One of the members came
forward asking for prayers in her battle with depression.
n October 11: I was invited to speak at the
Tunica church of Christ. Dennis Doughty
is the preacher there. He was away on a fund
raising trip. I enjoyed seeing again the folks
at Tunica. They have around 21 in attendance.
Tommy Swindoll made the announcements and
his son lead the singing. Tommy has had a lot
of health issues since the last time I visited with
them. There was a good mix of ages present.
Kathy Doughty, Tommy & Pat Swindoll
I presented two lessons from Philippians
chapter 4. In Bible class we talked about “Finding Peace in a Chaotic World” (v. 6-9). In the worship
my lesson was “It is Well with My Soul” (v. 10-23). Both lessons are designed to help us know how
to face trials in our lives.
n October 18: I was invited to speak at the Antioch church of Christ in Independence, MS. It
was good to see all the folks there. They have around 30 in attendance. Some were absent because
of sickness.

By Eddie Lewis
Missionary to North Mississippi,
9423 Laurel Hill,
Olive Branch, MS 38654.
E-mail: lewis7946@gmail.com

In Bible class I presented a lesson on the parable of the “Shrewd Manager” based on Luke
16:1-13. It is a difficult passage to understand, but has some great lessons in it about the
correct use of money and stewardship.
In worship I presented a lesson on “One Thing I Do” based on Philippians 4:13-15. Paul is
talking about the Christian life and how we are to live. He challenges us to reach for the prize
before us, to press on to that goal.
n October 25: I visited with the Fulton church of Christ in Fulton, MS. Russ Crosswhite is
the minister there. He is in his 23rd year of service to the congregation. They have three elders
and around 170 in attendance.
One of their major works is the
“Fulton Bible Institute.” It is an
in-depth Bible study on Tuesday
night. They use material supplied
by Sunset International Bible Institute. During the fall and winter
quarters they have been studying
Galatians with Ed Wharton. Many
people from the area come to this Elders: Doug Smith, Mackey Wade & William Miles
study. It’s a very fruitful program. I
enjoyed my visit and getting to eat lunch with
Russ and Linda.
During the Bible class I attend the men’s
class which is one of three adult classes. Jim
Clark was the teacher that day. They rotate each
week between several teachers. It was an interesting class on “Solomon’s Prayer” in 1 Kings
3:5-10. There were lots of good discussions and
applications of the lesson.
In worship, Russ preached a lesson on “If God
Preacher Russ Crosswhite and wife, Linda at
Is For Us” based on Romans 8:31-39. He said,
Fulton church
“The emphasis is on God’s love as expressed
in the cross as the foundation upon which our faith and hope can rest.” It was a good lesson. I
enjoyed hearing Russ speak and visiting with the good folks in Fulton.
n November 1: I was invited to preach at the Antioch church of Christ in Independence,
MS. It was good to see all the brethren there. I have spoken there several times. They had 32 in
attendance that day.
In Bible class I presented a lesson on the “Glory and Grandeur of the Church” based on
Ephesians. It is a good lesson on why the church is such a great assurance of God’s love for the
Christian.
In worship I preached on “Paul, An Example of Lordship” based on Philippians 3:1-11. Paul
tells us to place our trust in our relationship with Christ and not our acts of righteousness. He
looks at his accomplishments in the Jewish religion and how these things did not bring him the
relationship with God that he wanted.
n November 8: I visited with the Pine Grove church of Christ outside of Fulton, MS.
Mark Neaves is the new preacher there. I met Mark last year at the Hills Chapel church outside
of Booneville. Mark was a bi-vocational minister at that time. He was a school teacher and has
a MA in curriculum development from Ole Miss. The church at Pine Grove offered him a full
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time preaching ministry. So now he works
with the Pine Grove church and is going to
Heritage University to get a Bible degree.
Mark is a wonderful young man and does a
good job of preaching. The church is served
by three elders. They have around 140 in
attendance. They are involved in many works.
It was good to meet the church there.
I attended the auditorium Bible class. One
Riley, Mark, Rose & Marti Neaves
of the deacons, Jimmy Webb was leading the
class in a study of the book, “Muscle and Shovel.” All the adult classes are studying the book.
They answered questions on chapter two,
“The Unexpected Friendship.”
In worship, Mark’s lesson was entitled,
“So...What is the Gospel?” He asked the
questions: Why is it important? What is the
Gospel? Why we must obey? He emphasized
that obeying is a multistep process. It was a Era & Jimmy Webb, teacher
good lesson. I enjoyed my visit and lunch with
Mark.

n December 13: I visited with the Oak Grove church of Christ in Harmontown, MS.
Stefan Dickerson is the bi-vocational minister there. He works as a salesman for a paper company.
He is a graduate of MSP and Heritage University. They have no elders and around 20 in attendance.
It was good to visit with Stefan and the brethren there.
In Bible class they are studying the book of 1 Peter. Stefan
was in chapter 4:16f. They discussed the theme of suffering as
a Christian. He made some good points about honoring Christ
with our lives.
In the worship, Stefan preached on “Whose is the Voice
I Hear?” based on Hebrews 1:1-3. He emphasized we must
listen to the true voice. God has sent His message to us by
His Son. We must listen to the voice of Jesus. It was a very
good lesson. I enjoyed my visit and the fellowship meal that
Stefan & Mary Dickerson
followed the services.

n November 15: I visited with the Gum church of Christ near Fulton, MS. Brady Ramey has
been the minister there for six years. He is a bi-vocational minister. He is a principal at the school
in Tremont, MS. He has an education degree from MSU. The church has no elders. Their attendance
is around 46.
In Bible class, Tim Fredrick was the teacher. They are studying a book by Willard Conchin, “I
Can Do It.” The chapter they were studying was “I Can Be Happy In A World Of Sorrow.” It was a
good discussion about the effects of conscience.
In worship, Brady preached on “Walking with God” based on 1 John 1:3-9. He talked about how
to walk in the light and the importance of finding the truth in the Bible. I enjoyed my visit.

n December 28: I was invited to preach at my sponsoring church, Germantown church of
Christ. It was great to see everyone. I appreciate so much their love and support. It was great to
be with them for the last Sunday of the year. I spoke on “The Joy-Filled Life” based on Philippians
1:1-11. It is a great study of the true meaning of Christian fellowship. Paul said of the brethren, he
had them in his heart, his mind, and in his prayers. When you have that type of a relationship it
produces true joy in your life.

n November 22 and 29: I was invited to preach at the Antioch church of Christ in Independence, MS. I have preached there several times. It was good to see everyone. The church is a
very loving group of Christians. I appreciate their love and support of my ministry.
In Bible class on the November 22, we considered two parables: the Hidden Treasure and the
Pearl of Great Price. They are both about the value of the kingdom based on Matthew 13:44-45.
In worship, I preached on “Increasing Your Joy” based on Philippians 1:1-11. I considered the
meaning of the word “fellowship.” Paul said he had them on his mind, in his heart, and in his
prayers.
In Bible class on the 29th we discussed the parable of the test of the two sons based on
Matthew 21:28-32. I entitled the lesson, “Actions Speak Louder.” In worship I preached on “The
Focused Mind” based on Philippians 1:12-26. Paul considers three things that helped him have a
mind focused on Christ. At first they seem like problems, but they helped him in the furtherance of
the Gospel.
n December 6: I visited with the Plain View
church of Christ in Fulton, MS. Tom House has been
the minister there for 18+ years. He is a bi-vocational
minister working for the Postal Service. Tom is a graduate of FHU where he met his wife Nina. The church
has no elders and around 60 in attendance. It was a
pleasure to meet Tom and visit with the brethren.
Milton Barlow taught the Auditorium Bible Class.
Nina & Tom House
He has compiled a Bible Study Guide which they are
using in class. Sunday they were in Matthew 16:13f; the confession of Peter about Christ. It was a
good study as he referred to several other examples of people confessing their faith in God.
Tom’s lesson in the worship service was “Things We Can Live Without” based on 1 Corinthians
15:33-34. He has been presenting a series of lessons on “Needful Things” and “Things We Can Live
Without.” He mentioned that the works of the flesh and the fruit of the spirit are examples of this.
The theme for the day was “Bad company corrupts good morals.” It was a good lesson and warned
us about the importance of developing relationships that build us up.

n December 20: I was invited to preach for the Antioch church of Christ in Independence,
MS. It was great to see everyone. In Bible class I taught a lesson on Matthew 21:33-46, “Rebellion
in the Vineyard.” It is a great study about the goodness and severity of God.
In the worship I preached on “Where There’s The Will, There’s The Way” based on John 5:1-30.
Jesus explains to the Pharisees that “I must not seek to do my own will, but the will of the Father
who sent me.” It’s a great lesson on how to put my life in connection to those eternal forces that
make for spiritual growth.
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from a

Woman’s
Viewpoint
A Note From June: We are pleased to introduce Audrey Manuel to
the readers of the Magnolia Messenger. Audrey and her husband, Dan,
live in Palestine, Texas where Dan is the preacher for the Crockett Road
congregation. Audrey is a very talented lady. We have heard her speak
several times and have concluded that she is a very gifted speaker. It
was my privilege to hear Audrey, last fall, speak to a ladies’ group at the
RV Rally in Grapeland, Texas. She did a great job speaking on a subject
we thought would be good to share with the readers of the Messenger.
Thank you Audrey for sending the article to us. (June Franks)
By Audrey Manuel
Thinking back over your life, before you became a
Christian, how did you feel when you realized you were
lost? Did anxiety, worry, and fear seem to take hold of your
life? Now, think back on how you felt when you obeyed
the gospel message of our Saviour. Were you filled with
hope, joy, and peace? Were you on fire for the Lord?
As time passed, however, you realized you were having
great difficulty living up to your expectation as a Christian.
In your study, you read that it is possible to be lost even after becoming a Christian (2 Peter 2:20-21). In your mind,
your salvation is no longer a sure thing. How can you rid
your life of this reoccurring doubt over your salvation?
The book of I John was written to remove the doubts.
This epistle is filled with assurances for the faithful Christian. In I John 1:4 we read the letter was written for the
purpose of filling our lives with joy. This is important to
keep in mind as we study this
book. John reveals in chapter
one, verse 7, you have a continual cleansing by the blood
of Jesus Christ. This cleansing
is needed not only at baptism,
but every day in your life. God
knew the needs of man and lovingly provided for those needs.
Does God want us to commit sin? NO! God knows
His creation far better than we realize. He took it upon
Himself to provide a way to justify mankind and still be
just. Read Romans 3:26. God’s plan involves the continual cleansing of the blood of His Son. God provided the
remedy for sin; but we need to ask, “What is man’s role in
appropriating this provision to his life?”
The book of First John has the answers. I John 1:7
teaches that you must walk in the light as He is in the
light. The Christian must faithfully walk in the light of
God’s word. Will the Christian, now and then, sin while
walking in the light? Yes! Christians are not sinless, but
they can be faithful in their walk with God each and every
day. What has God promised the Christian who faithfully
walks in the light? He promises that He will not mark
up sin to his account (Romans 4:8; 8:1). This continual
cleansing, however, is conditional. We must continue to
walk in the light. We must never give up or cease to walk
in the light of God’s word.
In I John 2:1-2, the apostle assures the Christian of
perfect propitiation. You can hire a lawyer to plead your
case when you break a man made law. In like manner, God

Salvation

Insecurity
over

has provided you with an advocate, Jesus Christ, to plead
your case before Him when you break a spiritual law. The
lawyer attempts to prevent the crime from going on your
record. However, you usually you must pay a fine to the
court. But, Christ not only pleads your case, but also pays
your fine with His own blood!
Christ is the only one who can fix
our sin and appease the justice of God.
According to I John 2:3-4, a man
must strive to keep the commands
of God. How much effort are you
putting forth to walk in the light? Are
you striving with all your heart and
soul to obey God? When you fall, do
you get up and keep trying or do you grow weary and want
to give up?
I John 3:19-21 is written to give the Christian confidence in his or her relationship with God. If a Christian
can get past the doubt that fills his heart, that which is left
is confidence. When you look at your life, you can’t help
but see your flaws and imperfections. Your heart is very
condemning and you are unsure about your relationship
with God. However, God is greater than your heart and
takes note of how hard you are trying to be faithful to the
Truth of God’s Word.
I John 4:16-18 is written to help
you overcome
the fear of judgement. John reminds you of the great love
God has for you. No other love has ever reached
the depths of God’s love.
If you love God and God
loves you, why should you
fear punishment in the
judgment? Perfect love
casts out all fear. You can
boldly come before the throne of God with a heart filled
with love, not fear. In I John 5:2-3, John reveals to you
how you can demonstrate your love for God. How is
this possible? When we love God, we do our best
to keep the commands of God. What is your
attitude toward those commands? You
don’t find them burdensome, but easy
and light. Your love for the Author
of these commands is the key.
To bring the book of I
John to a close, the last
chapter speaks of
complete confidence (I John
5:13). The
Holy Spirit
knew you
could
not have
joy in this
life without
knowledge that
you are in fellowship

We must never give up or
cease to walk in the light of
God’s word.

with God and believe you
are going to live eternally with Him. How can we know
this? We know this, by the information the Spirit had
John to write. Thus, our salvation is not a feeling, it is a
written fact to be believed.
Zacharias and Elizabeth were two people who lived
under the old law. In Luke 1:6 the Holy Spirit spoke
about these two people saying that they were both righteous and walked in all the commandments and ordinances
of the Lord blameless. The question is: Were they perfect
because they were sinless or were they counted perfect by
God’s grace? They loved God and did their best to obey
His commands and God counted them righteous and
blameless. Do you think God will do this for the Christian
who tries to walk in the light of God’s truth today? Those
who walk in the light are not sinless, but counted sinless by
the blood of Christ. Praise be to God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit!
(Audrey Manuel lives in Palestine, Texas, where her
husband, Dan, serves as long time
preacher and elder for the
Crockett Road church.
She presented the above
lesson to a group of
ladies who were
assembled in
Grapeland, Texas for an RV
rally in October
of 2015. Her
address: Mrs.
Dan Manuel;
P. O. Box 288;
Palestine, TX
75802)
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569 Sent in Answers to the “Question Box” (See Page 24)
1. Bobbie Sindle
2. Doris Jean Fletcher
3. Johnny Ivy
4. Helen Looman
5. Scotty Balentine
6. Nancy Floyd
7. Betty Van Buren
8. Dick Green
9. Maggie R. Edmonds
10. Bethany Stephens
11. Wilda Pounds
12. Sarah Dantzler
13. Bobbie Loggins
14. Dorothy Brunson
15. Ainsley McKinney
16. Peggy Engel
17. Janice Griffin
18. Gary Gooch
19. Ann Whetstone
20. Charlotte Vandiver
21. Tom McLemore
22. Mary Ella Webster
23. Joe B. Holmes
24. Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Burnett
25. Angelina Sutherland
26. Carol Jean Bonner
27. Perkins Cochran
28. Wanda Cochran
29. Carla & Averi McKinney
30. Margaret Parker
31. Juanita Slaughter
32. Linda B. Keirn
33. Marvin England
34. Julius Lee Wales
35. Admiral & Ruth Tidwell
36. Travis Hamilton
37. Don Lee
38. Patricia Glover
39. Cathy Powell
40. Thomas Forrest, Sr.
41. Leroy Gurganus
42. Stan Neuenchwander
43. Laura Hyatt
44. Debra Michael
45. Carolyn Harvill
46. Charlotte Lindley
47. Carolyn Pitts
48. Cheri G. Moore
49. Dorothy Banks
50. Jimmie Brown
51. Trillie Strickland
52. Betty A. Skinner
53. Rick Bishop
54. Rachel Pruitt
55. Bobbie Saxton
56. Pearlie Hurst
57. Carrie McGrone
58. Alice Humphries
59. Minnie Gwyne
60. Dianne Wileyn
61. Bobby, Shirley and
Ashley Howell
62. Richard Collins
63. Foster C. Owens
64. Mattie A. Owens
65. Sherian Martin
66. Ann Kimble
67. Faye Stanford
68. Lawrence Horn
69. Buddy Parsons
70. Mrs. Willie Huckabee
71. Barbara F. White
72. John W. Knight
73. Danny Peek
74. Sherron Dixon
75. Ken Harris
76. Emily Overton
77. Charlene Jent
78. Faye Stamps
79. Pierce Flatt
80. Vera Ashmore
81. Peggy Hartman
82. Christopher Smith
83. Guyla Hubble
84. Dale Brennan
85. Melvin & Kaye Linton

86. Mr. & Mrs. John Arnold
87. Larry Spears
88. Elsie Moore
89. Herschel Ford
90. Inez & Laura Brannon
91. Tommy Lawson
92. Pamela Shepherd
93. Nell Lawson
94. Velma H. Isom
95. Johnnie Hobson & Gail Winter
96. Skitteno McDonald
97. Lisa Dettor
98. Linda Sue Kennamore
99. Lou Smith
100. Kimberly Pearce
101. Shirley Pearce
102. Irene Rogers
103. Carolyn Olson
104. Mary M. McDonald
105. Wm. & Atlean Snow
106. Patsy McClung
107. Alma Maddox
108. Betty Clark
109. Nettie Doss
110. Lucille Jackson
111. Arva L. Fisher
112. Mary King
113. Dorsey & Margie Burton
114. Carolyn Garrett
115. Lozell Milligan
116. Nellie Lester
117. Billie Jane Davis
118. Katie C. Barmer
119. Sandra Grisham
120. Carolyn Jackson
121. Geri Spears
122. Barbara Skrobak
123.Yogie & Betty Spears
124. Sherry Townsend
125. Velva Dykes
126. Doris Wiley
127. Jeremiah & Shelia Woodard
128. Jeremiah Woodard, Jr
129. Benrus & Nicole Womack
130. Ma’Nia & Braylan Womack
131. Ray Parham
132. Loretta Heard
133. Elledith Harris
134. Mary Dyer & Calleigh Stacy
135. Elizabeth Smith
136. Melba Ogg
137. Jane Walker
138. Wanda Yancey
139. Beverly Miles
140. Dee Kepler
141. Grace Childers
142. Georgia & Sylvester Taylor
143. Walt & Peggy Walker
144. Toni Burnett
145. Billye Wiggul
146. Glenda Jefcoat
147. Sarah Hill
148. Earnestine Britnell
149. Mary Jo Hoffman
150. Jimmie & Anita Taft
151. Tommy Rigby
152. Gail B. Saxon
153. Phyllis K. Spiers
154. Geneva Bonner
155. Sarah Greene
156. Ben Hightower
157. Daryl Byrum
158. Margie McKinney
159. Ella F. Gentry
160. Flossie Hernandez
161. Vera Winfrey
162. Don Phillips
163. Mildred Herrington
164. Cindy Staggs
165. Natalie Stewart
166. Foy C. Smith
167. Kittie Edwards
168. Carl Trimm
169. Doris Townsend Britt
170. Shellie Hancock
171. James E. Thornton

172. Shirley Bostick
173. Madonna Langford
174. John Hazel
175. Henry Norris
176. Jackie Thomas Reynolds
177. Michael Coleman
178. Ruby Silvers
179. Lisa Dearman
180. Carla Owen
181. Wayne Johnston
182. Donna Pursell
183. Delores Goff
184. Richard Goff
185. Racille Lamb
186. LaJune Welford
187. Betty Smith
188. Kay Flowers
189.Jo Jones
190. Betty Jo Nichelson
191. Patsy Nicholson
192. Nell Tipton
193. Paul Tipton
194. Carolyn Nicholson
195. T J Nicholson
196. Billy J. Smith
197. Vickie Comer
198. Steven Tutor
199. Virginia B. Kissell
200. J.L. Eaton
201. Bonnie B. Glass
202. Annie Mae Pipkin
203. Sharon Rachels
204. Paul & Elois Bryson
205. Judy A. Spencer
206. Jimmy Wayne Davis
207. Beulah Rupert
208. Ava Kate Lewis & Jean Lewis
209. Tommy Peggy Shull
210. Betty Standard
211. Sylvia Birt
212. Joyce A. King
213. Mary L. Smith
214. Rosa Sanders
215. Laura Nanney
216. Jennifer F. Gray
217. Shelia & Emily Hall
218. Geraldine Wilbanks
219. Mary Jane Hollis
220. Jim Vermillion
221. Eddie Vermillion
222. Juanita Flanagan
223. Janice Galloway
224. Joanna Hayes
225. Gloria Houck
226. Eddie D. Beard
227. Kathey Coopwood James
228. Ebb Barber, Jr.
229. Diane Dunaway
230. Charlane Stanfield
231. Booker T. Williams III
232. R L Clark, Sr
233. Shirley Meeks
234. Rocky D. Dial
235. Dorothy Taylor
236. Johnny Stevens
237. Fran Williford
238. Pat Shadle
239. Mary Brannan
240. Jane Kuykendall
241. Dannie Davis
242. Sharon Huckaba
243. Bobbie J. Claiborn
244. C W O’Kelley
245. Bud & Linda Wranosky
246. Gaynell Clark Doughty
247. Dee Collier
248. Christene Holliday
249. Alberta Craft & Anita Adcox
250. Ginny Luther
251. Althia House
252. Brandon Ortego
253. Brenda McDougal
254. Doralynn Felton
255. Earlean Williams
256. Rhonda Miltner
257. Terry Miltner

258. Doris Darnell
259. Jerry Fleming
260. James Flanagan
261. Ann Hulsey
262. Nellie Dickinson
263. Darryl James Sterling
264. Sheletha A. Howard
265. Bettye Ohrem
266. Mildred Carroll
267. Mary Lou Elder
268. Samuel Fletcher
269. Mary Robinson
270. Patrilla Maddox
271. Karen Sue Britt
272. Frederick E. Morris, Jr
273. Nadine Patton
274. Gene Turner
275. Bobby Brown
276. Dorsa Sparks
277. Merlene Scott
278. Irene Wright
279. Eva Almon
280. Johnny & Princess Watson
281. Terry Johnson
282. Mildred Johnson
283. Steven Arthur Franklin
284. Deloris Detherage
285. John Downs
286. Jack Stillman
287. John L. Gates, Jr
288. Charles R. Coffey
289. Shelia Williams
290. Jerry Redd
291. Connie Fountain
292. Jack L. Falls, Sr.
293. Lois Nielson
294. Mary Faulconer
295. Rosie Lee Odoms
296. Ben Webb
297. Jeraldine Green
298. Charles Goff
299. Caleb Fallon
300. Sydney Fallon
301. Morgan Fallon
302. Randy Graves
303. Paul Briley
304. Thelma Talbert
305. Elizabeth Jackson
306. Brenda Collums
307. Jackie L. Hester
308. Ima Eubanks
309. Carlotta Summers
310. Cathy Grigsby
311. Robert Huffae
312. Charlotte Langley
313. Marion Crelia
314. Carrie Wall
315. Martha Cooper
316. James Hurlbut
317. Wilma Branch
318. Christine Colwell
319. June Faulkner
320. Jim & Judy Hill
321. Willie Beardain
322. Bernice Townsel
323. Bettye McCool
324. Doyle Varner
325. Charles Turner
326. Ruby Wright
327. Lloyd & Barbara Beard
328. James & Katie Houston
329. Meredith Peek
330. Carole Shelby
331. Frances Harrell
332. Willa Fox
333. Evelyn Netterville
334. Kay Shiers
335. Vera Spencer
336. Weida Pyron
337. Fredrick Jones
338. Linda Cook
339. Charlotte Ritter
340. Mary Adams
341. Janette Rickles
342. Martha Freeman
343. Paul & Darlene McElroy

344. James Walker
345. Sharon Dantzler
346. Rebecca Alexander
347. Peggy Jackson
348. Doyce Britt
349. Bonnie Howell
350. Jean Girdner
351. Brenda Harvill
352. Nan Wiley
353. Wanda Brooks
354. Lois Hands
355. Kathy Perry
356. Jolene Dale
357. Ann Holeman
358. Barbara Loden
359. Brenda Redd
360. Susan Ainsworth
361. Carol Bradley
362. Imogene Grayson
363. Betty Miles
364. Arvel L. Miles
365. Sandy Dean
366. Marvis Lee
367. Brenda Taylor
368. Betty Shackelford
369. Mr. & Mrs. John Ose
370. Carolyn Perry
371. Phyllis Stringfellow
372. Masey Charles Brown
373. Lucille Andere
374. Linda McKinney
375. Mary Prosser
376. Evelyn Faulkenburry
377. Regina Morton
378. Kattie Alsup
379. Olivia Griffin
380. Peyton Shappley
381. Alex Green
382. Emily Beth Chapman
383. Emily Harms
384. Isabella Thompson
385. Katie Grisham
386. Curley Haley
387. James & Jo Nunnally
388. Blake Alsup
389. Ann Akins
390. Liz Alsup
391. Beth Wilbanks
392. Regina Coats
393. Janet Bennett
394. Mike Bennett
395. Patton Bennett
396. Brittany Lawson
397. Sherry Henderson
398. Mike Griffin
399. Jeff Roberson
400. Wendy Roberson
401. Betty Rose Henry
402. Kathy Hill
403. Peggy Wallis
404. Bruce Wallis
405. Sarah Hall
406. Justin Luster
407. Ann Luster
408. Justin Thompson
409. Jenny Thompson
410. David Cook
411. Linda Cook
412. James Wilburn
413. Heather Grisham
414. Lutie Willingham
415. Matt Hopkins
416. Debbie Stephens
417. Marty Stephens
418. Tatum Shappley
419. Heather Shappley
420. Charles Shelton
421. Karen Meeks
422. Michele Elliott
423. Billy Morton
424. Sandra Graves
425. Mary Lou Elder
426. Mary Jo Lence
427. Judy Wright
428. Mary Mann
429. Dana Chapman

430. Brenda Chapman
431. Ramonia McAlister
432. Chris Grisham
433. Barry Grisham
434. Tim McMillin
435. Donna McMillin
436. Linda Harrison
437. Mike Harrison
438. Jerry Green
439. Jerrica Hayley Green
440. Johnny McMaster
441. Wanda Green
442. Ronald Chapman
443. Jane Chapman
444. John Barnes
445. Benny Wallis
446. Will Wallis
447. Donna Schmitz
448. Sonny Meeks
449. Isabella Thompson
450. Cortez Brown
451. Wade Hardy
452. Edwin Williams
453. Addie Brown
454. Josephine Carter
455. Mary L. Williams
456. Katheryn Lee
457. Mary Jacobes
458. Willie M. Stancil
459. Sherry Ross
460. Batsell B. Booker
461. Burlean Leatherwood
462. Dorothy Booker
463. Mary R. Dennis
464. Bonnie C. Johnson
465. Cathy E. Brooks
466. Mattie Cole Gregory
467. Barbara Gant
468. Wanda Robinson
469. Glenda Wooldridge
470. Waymond E. Hales
471. Dot Jones
472. Tommy Muirhead
473. Ann Rector
474. Rosie M. Felton
475. Ima Jean Fogus
476. Traci Hartley
477. Janie Green
478. Donna Gulley
479. Billy Willingham
480. Janice Oaks
481. Glen Brady
482. Janice Brooks
483. Sylvester & Linda Burton
484. Linda Paden
485. Thelma Tucker
486. Carolyn Stanford
487. Anna Rainwater
488. Dwight Hester
489. Robert Blackburn
490. Nancy Akers
491. Stacey, Melinda &
Gregory Hawkins
492. Dorothy Winslett
493. Sharon Praytor
494. Bonnie Holcomb
495. Ann Sims
496. William Pyron
497. Louise Gavin
498. Cynthia Brown
499. Annie McGill
500. Doris Strickland
501. Jo Ann Mayer
502. Linda Shadrix
503. Alice Dempsey
504. Jennifer Bailey
505. Lynette Peoples
506. Wanda Petersen
507. Mary Beth Dietz
508. Dalton Dietz
509. Ben M. Worthey
510. Gerald Worthey
511. Ruby Worthey
512. Jean Clemmer
513. Sidney Clemmer
514. Esther Briggs

515. Prince Lewis
516. Doris Gillespie
517. Sue Foster
518. Michael Euer
519. Claude Edwards
520. Lessie Tanson
521. Madonna Michael
522. Annette Parrett
523. Esther Hall
524. Mary Ann Tumer
525. Ann Bragg
526. Helen DePriest
527. Betty Chattman
528. Jan Wiese
529. Bobby Marques
530. Bonnie Dixon
531. Laura Dixon
532. Mary Williams
533. Larry Melton
534. Tammy O’Dell
535. Sue Glenn
536. Nell Millsaps
537. Michael Harvill
538. Barbara Markham
539. Gwendolyn Bryant
540. Linda Swain
541. Wayne & Carol Rigdon
542. Clifford Hampton
543. Frankie Moore
544. Bodean Collum
545. Bobby Lively
546. Linda Swan
547. Pat Moore
548. Paul & Diana Schmied
549. Edmon Wheeler
550. Herb Smith
551. Dalton Guy
552. Marie Lively
553. Barbara Yates
554. Bonnie Skates
555. Kenneth Lee Harmon
556. Lillie J. Williams
557. Catherine A. Allen
558. Bill Moore
559. Bettye McCool
560. Lyman & Betty York
561. Clara Bennett
562. Bertie Wilson
563. Sue Hamrick
564. Ella Darnell
565. Juanita Akin
566. Millie Goode
567. Mr. & Mrs. Richard Goldman
568. Michael Deaton
569. Tom Kelly
570. James Hester
571. Patty Henson
572. Bertha Johnson
573. David & Missy Blackmon
574. Dorothy Franks
575. Earl Franks
576. Wes & Rhoda Jeans
577. Keitha Hare
578. Johnnye Faye Blackmon
579. Floy Smith
580. Jimmy Coggins
581. Fannie B. Smith
582. Jesse H. Deville
583. Mrs. Paul Lewis
584. James Huston
585. Artis W. Hinton
586. Hattie Johnson
587. Mary Salinas
588. Lois Cleo Wright
589. Bernie & Shirley Richards
590. Mary Ellen Hammack
591. Kerry Deaton
592. Richard Odom
593. Geraldine Sturges
594. Ann Kelley
595. Emma Beth Mayer
596. Gladys Merritte
597. Jackson Mayer
598. Carolyn Robinson
599. Mark Williams
600. Willene Gipson

601. Cary Mayer
602. Debbie Scroggins
603. Reginald Davis
604. Susan Boyd
605. Gray Null
606. Fronie Stephenson
607. Joanne Burroughs
608. Jane Phillips
609. Linda Boone
610. Carolyn Pitts
611. Kim Mayer
612. Kurt & Shelly Clayton
613.Eve Garrison
614. Tyler & Courtney Mayer
615. Angela Smith
616. Barbara Smith
617. Dana Holtzlander
618. Judy Gurley
619. John Conner Miller
620. Halley Holtzlander
621. William J. Coats
622. Kay Clayton
623. Lynn Roberson
624. Kim Simpson
625. Sammy Ford
626. Patrick Simpson
627. Carol & Cliff Holmes
628. Daniel Strickland
629. Cameron Simpson
630. Floy Simpson
631. Louise Williford
632. Dawn Eubanks
633. Brandon Norton
634. Sara Norton
635. Mary Duke
636. Rachel Peeler
637. Juanita Akin
638. Shirley Judge
639. Cindy Phelps
640. Bobby Gross
641. Ashley Brooks
642. Hunter Joyner
643. Becky Strickland
644. Janice Smith
645. Daisy Johnson
646. Perry Akin
647. Margaret Bennett
648. Cindy Overbey
649. Mary Lee Alberson
650. Heather Joyner
651. Danny Kennedy
652. Jim Lakey
653. Bryson Kennedy
654. Christian Kennedy
655. Kody Joyner
656. Keith Joyner
657. Lawrence Mann
658. Sabrina Castner
659. Emily Rose
660. Kenneth Lee Harmon
661. Idna Eddington
662. Melody Moore
663. Leora White
664. Joyce Talbert
665. Quincy Allen
666. Martha Magee
667. Della Rhodes
668. Doris Aultman
669. Sherry Gordon
670. Kathy James
671. Edward Yancey
672. June Brents
673. Lynn Sasser
674. Roger McCaleb
675. Charles Beal
676. Hilda Laster
677. Sue Mason
678. Mary Russell
679. Elizabeth Dickerson
680. Charlotte Gann

YOUR NAME
Next time!
Okay?
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The Question Box

A More Caring, Evangelistic Church

Glenda and I enjoy being able to visit churches throughout the South. I believe that every congregation we have visited is interested
in being more caring and evangelistic. The “Question Box”, this issue, is based on a sermon preached many years ago by Cecil May, Jr.
Brother May reminded us of the continuing need to “...restore the New Testament pattern of things... to go back to the way God says to do
the things He has directed.” (Please use KJV for spelling and wording.)
(Fill in missing words) “_______scripture is given by ______________of God, and is profitable for ____________, for
_______________, for _________________, for _____________________in righteousness: that the man of God may
be ___________, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.” (__Timothy __:16-17)
As Bible students, we are to respect the authority of the scripture, both in what it says and in what it doesn’t say. Example: In
Hebrews 7:14 the writer is arguing that Jesus, who was of the tribe of ___________, could not have been a priest under the Old Testament. Why? In the Old Testament you find authorization for the priest to be of the tribe of ___________. (Deuteronomy 18:1) The
conclusion drawn is found in Hebrews 7:___, “Therefore since the priesthood has ____________, there must of necessity be a change
in the ________.” God changed the law; His law. But you and I do not have the right to change the law of God!
Among those who wear the name of Christ, many have “fought and divided” over numerous and different things. Those who have
argued, fussed and divided over these things may have overlooked the fact that God has given us a great deal of liberty by virtue of the fact
that He has told us to do many things without telling us how they’re to be done.
On the other hand, there are those among us who have thought, if we could just get away from the restraints of the Bible, then
things would be better. Brother May called this way of thinking “liberalism.” He stated, “Liberalism cuts the root of caring and evangelism
because, at the end, the liberal tolerates everything, has conviction about nothing, and therefore has no message to proclaim.”
The other side of the coin of liberalism is Pharisaism. Pharisaism is not the answer to a more caring and evangelistic church. In the
days of Jesus, the Pharisees had worked up a set of traditions they felt were necessary in order for the law to be respected. But, may we
never forget that God’s laws are given for the ultimate benefit and blessing of man. “It becomes wrong when you take that which you have
decided you’ll do as a kind of protection or fence to the law and you say, ‘Now I’ll make this the law’.”
To have a more caring and evangelistic church we must center on the gospel of Jesus Christ. We must seek to be Christ-like and proclaim the message of Christ. The Apostle Paul realized that being saved “by the grace of God”, demonstrates how much God loves us, shown
by all He has done for us. Having an attitude of gratitude with true humility will enable us to be more caring and evangelistic.
True or False
_____ 1. Paul was a ____________ to the Jews and Greeks because he recognized the grace that God had extended to him.
(Romans __:14)
_____ 2. Paul wrote that “Jesus came into the world to save __________.” Paul considered himself to be the _______ sinner.
(I Timothy 1: __)
_____ 3. Paul felt that he was the ________of the apostles because he __________ the church of God. (I Corinthians ___:9)
_____ 4. “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy” is an Old Testament law still binding today. (Read Colossians 2:11-17.)
_____ 5. “The Sabbath was made for ________, and not man for the __________.” (Mark 2:__)
_____ 6. Pharisees will not truly evangelize the world for Christ. “For ye compass sea and land to make one ______________,
and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child of ____________than yourselves.” Matthew __:15
_____ 7. Scaring folks about the damnation of hell will cause people to be more caring and evangelistic.
_____ 8. Our worship of God is ______ if we teach for doctrines the commandments of _______. (Matthew ___:9)
_____ 9. If we want to be a more caring and evangelistic church, we must never forget these words: “For God so __________ the
world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever ______________in Him _________ not perish but have _________
life.” (John ___:___)
_____10. If we truly love the Lord and care for people, we will obey our Lord and show our care for people by seeking to obey the
great ________________. (Mark 16:____,____)
by Paul Franks

Please Send Your Answers To Us
(Print your name... Please. Thank you!)

Name: __________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________
City: ________________________ State: ______________
Zip:___________ Phone: __________________________

NOTICE: Each person who sends in answers will be recognized in the next
issue of the “MM” (see page 23). ALSO, by random drawing, the name of
ONE student will be selected to receive a beautiful New Study Bible or a
Bible Study CD Library. You may be the one! Send your answers to:

“The Question Box”
P. O. Box 1578

Kosciusko, MS 39090

Two of the 40+
Preachers at Kosciusko Retreat

Chris DuPreez (S. Africa) and Prince Lewis (Kosciusko)

See Pages 2 and 17

Our New Bible Winner

June Faulkner
(Memphis, Tennessee)

Congratulations!

Cliff Hampton

In Louisiana’s
Angola Prison
Since 1958

75 Years Old
A Faithful Christian
Look for his story in
the next issue of the MM

Readers’
Response
Comments & Suggestions Invited (Criticisms Considered )
I enjoy your paper very much and enjoy answering the questions in the
question box. Keep up the good work. In Christian love,
(Sue Foster, Bear Creek, Al)
I appreciate so very much the good job you and your staff are doing
in spreading the gospel through the Magnolia Messenger; especially
to the elderly and shut-in. Since I desire to have a part in making this
possible, I am enclosing a small contribution to help continue this
work. Yours in Christ, (Nelma Hazlip, Natchez, Ms)
Thank you all so much for sending us your Messenger. I love reading all
the articles. Keep up the good work.
(Oree Walker, Brookhaven, Ms.)
Thank you so much for the Magnolia Messenger. It means so much to
all that read it. (Jessie Ridley, Hattiesburg, MS.)
My sister in Christ let me read several issues of her Magnolia Messenger. I really enjoyed the issues . Can you please add me to the mailing
list? Thank you, (Loretha Widger, Lacey, WA)
I enjoy the Magnolia Messenger every month. Thank you for including
the article by Bro. Ken Joines on Daniel-Islams-America. I think this
was a wonderful wake up call to the United States-the world and
especially Christians. I shared it with two other brothers... In Christian
Love, (T. A. Smith, Mountain View, AR)

