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     “Let us consider one another to provoke unto LOVE and GOOD works.”    
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By Al Franks, Editor
Our world has changed drastically since 

I was a child. Thankfully, not all changes are bad.  
Examples. We have seen changes in race relations 
-- for the better. We have witnessed a decline in 
the use of tobacco. That’s good. We have witnessed 
changes in transportation, communication and 
education. These can be good!

 Many changes in America, over the past 
70 years have not been for the better, but for the 
worse!  Examples. Gambling has been accepted, 
legalized and practiced by millions. Pornography, 
so readily available (via TV and the Internet), 
has become an accepted 
part of our culture and 
has led to the downfall 
of multitudes. Abortion 
(murder of unborn chil-
dren) has been legalized 
and is considered a “good 
choice” by today’s world. 
An estimated 57,000,000 
precious lives have been 
taken since 1954.  Divorce 
for any cause or “no cause” 
has become a common practice. Homosexuality, 
with all its perversions (including “gay marriages”), 
has been declared the “law of the land.” Those who 
conscientiously resist and refuse to approve such 
ungodly and unnatural practices face fines and/or 
imprisonment. What a shame!

Today’s world, as bad as it may seem, is really 
not all that different from the world thousands 
of years ago. An inspired apostle who lived in the 
first century wrote,  “the whole world lieth in wick-
edness” (I John 5:19). Jesus spoke of those who 
lived two thousand years ago as an “adulterous and 
sinful generation” (Mark 8:38).  

What are we, as Christians, to do?  What 
does God expect of us? Is there any hope? Let’s 
study together.

Consider the World of Noah
According to Genesis, the Creator mirac-

ulously brought everything into existence. The 
Almighty spoke and it was done! He made the 
heavens and the earth. He made the earth hab-
itable. He created all animals. And, finally, in his 
“own image,” God created man -- male and female 
made he them. The Bible declares that all of God’s 
creation was “very good” (Genesis 1:31).  

As we continue to read into chapter six of 
Genesis, we learn that earth’s inhabitants are no 
longer described as good; rather, they are said to 
be “corrupt before God....” The Bible says that “all 
flesh had corrupted his way upon the earth.” Reading 
on, the scripture says, “... the wickedness of man was 
great in the earth... every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen. 6:5). 

From “In the beginning” until the time of 

Noah, things really changed -- “not for the better, 
but for the worse!” The corruption of Noah’s world 
was so bad, “It repented the Lord that He had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved Him at his heart.” 
The Almighty Creator made a fateful decision. He 
determined,  “I will destroy man whom I have cre-
ated from the face of the earth... it repenteth me that I 
have made them.” (Genesis 6)

But, thank the Good Lord. “Noah found 
grace in the eyes of the Lord.” Noah found grace. 
Why? What was different about Noah?  The Bible 
tells us. Noah was “just and upright”; he “walked 
with God” (Gen. 6:9). Because of his faith and his 
life, God saved Noah from the flood he brought 
upon the world of the ungodly.   Noah’s faith was 
vividly demonstrated in his response to God’s 
instructions to build an ark.  Scripture states, 
“Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, 
moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house....” (2 Peter 2:5;  Heb. 11:7). 

Yes, our present world is evil; but, remember, 
Noah’s world was exceedingly evil. It was so terri-
bly bad that God destroyed all human life except 
those on the ark. What are we, as Christians, to 
do?  How about living like Noah? Be a person of 
genuine faith. Seek to be just and upright. Walk 
with God. Influence your family to serve God. 
Pray for courage. Dare to be different. That’s what 
we can do. 

Listen to Paul; Listen to Jesus 
The apostle Paul described the first century 

world (A.D.) as “a crooked and perverse nation.” He 
called upon Christians at Ephesus to be “blameless 
and harmless.” He admonished followers of Christ 
to live as “sons of God” and to “shine as lights in the 
world, holding forth the word of life” (Ephesians 
2:15,16). What are we to do in the midst of our 
crooked and perverse generation? Let’s seek to 
be like the Ephesians who were challenged to be 
-- blameless and harmless. Let’s live like we are 
God’s children. Shine as lights in the world. Hold 
forth the word of life! Pray without ceasing.  Trust 
the Lord. Obey His will. That’s what we should do. 

In the world’s most famous sermon, The 
Master Teacher challenged his disciples to shine as 
lights in a world of darkness. Jesus said to His dis-
ciples then; He says to His disciples now,  “You are 
the light of the world... Let your light so shine before 
men that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.” (Matt. 5:14-16). Our 
challenge is to shine as light in a world of dark-
ness.  The darker the dark, the lighter the light. 
Jesus also taught that his disciples were the “salt 
of the earth” (Matt. 5:13). As salt, Christians must 
give careful attention to their saving and seasoning 
influence upon our present world that also “lieth 
in wickedness.” That’s what we should do!  Remem-
ber: God saved Noah. Jesus will save those who are 
His. There is hope! 
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“The whole world lieth in wickedness”

What Are We To Do?
    Readers’ Response
        Comments & Suggestions Invited 
          Criticisms Considered

n I’ve been getting the MM for some 
time and I love it. I love the new cover 
look. It’s really nice. I still don’t know who 
had it sent to me, but who ever did, thank 
you. A friend of mine was visiting me and 
she picked up and started reading it. She 
asked how I got it  and I told her I don’t 
know but she wanted to get it so I told her 
I’d send in her name. We are members of 
Mt. Hope church of Christ in Joplin, MO...
Please keep mine coming. 
Dee-Dee Kern, Carterville, MO

n Dear Bro. Franks, I received your nice 
letter today and I’m happy to know the 
Messenger is doing good and the gospel 
continues to be preached... My husband 
(Sammy Cooper) was from Mississippi 
and altho he has gone on to be with the 
Lord, I still want to remember the work 
you do in Mississippi and the surrounding 
states. I hope to help once again before 
the year ends. In Christian Love. 
Peggy E. Cooper

n Thank you for all your hard work in 
the Lord! God will bless you. My mother 
Ouida Gentry was a long time supporter 
of the Magnolia Messenger, Mom passed 
away on April 20, 2015. She was a 
devoted Christian lady! Thank you for 
your work. God bless you. Your brother 
in Christ.
Larry Gentry, Braxton, MS

n I truly enjoy the Messenger! Thanks 
for all you do to keep us informed! 
Peggy Engel. Tupelo, MS

n Your publication is now being read in 
Evansville, IN. Thanks for mailing them 
to Washington Ave. church of Christ. I 
enclosed a check. Keep up the good work. 
Roy Lee, Evansville, IN

n Thank you Paul, for the work you 
are doing to keep this wonderful paper 
coming into our homes. I appreciate you 
much! Love in Him. 
Gloria Rayburn, Brookhaven, MS

n We enjoy your paper. Keep up the 
good work. 
Jerry & Linda Childs, Corinth, MS

n Please accept the enclosed contri-
bution to The Magnolia Messenger. My 
husband and I appreciate the work that 
you and the staff there do to help spread 
God’s word. May God our Father continue 
to bless and uphold your ministry as you 
work for His glory. Sincerely. Maggie 
Craddock, Eads, TN

n We at the Abbeville Church of Christ in 
Abbeville, Alabama wanted to send you 
a donation to help provide the Magnolia 
Messenger to others. Several of our mem-
bers receive the paper and we all love 
it. Thank you for the great work you are 
doing and we will continue to remember 
you in our prayers. 
Bob Blalock, Secretary/Treasurer

n I really like the new format. Give your 
crew kudos for a great new look. It is 
just as great a read as always. Peace & 
Blessings. Dianne Culley, Nesbit, MS
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RESPONSE: 
 An astute set of questions, 
obviously by a careful reader of 
Scripture! 

n Christ’s Flesh and 
Blood, Nail-Pierced 
Body, Is What Rose 
from the Grave 
 When Christ rose from the 
dead, He rose in the same 
fleshly body that had been 
placed in the grave. He specif-
ically emphasized that to His 
disciples. 

This appearance and 
conversation is recorded: “As 
they were talking about these 
things, Jesus himself stood 
among them, and said to them, 
‘Peace to you!’ But they were 
startled and frightened and 
thought they saw a spirit. And 
he said to them, ‘Why are you 
troubled, and why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? See my 
hands and my feet, that it is I 
myself. Touch me, and see. For 
a spirit does not have flesh and 
bones as you see that I have.’ 
And when he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his 
feet. And while they still disbe-
lieved for joy and were marvel-
ing, he said to them, ‘Have you 
anything here to eat?’ They gave 
him a piece of broiled fish, and 
he took it and ate before them” 
(Luke 24:36-43). 

John also records that Jesus 
ate with them and that his 
hands and feet still showed the 
holes left by the nails driven 
into His hands and feet and of 
the spear driven into His side 
( John 21:12; 20:26-28). 

The two facts that he ate 
regular food and his crucifix-
ion scars were still evident are 
proofs that He was still in the 

same flesh and blood body in 
which He was crucified; and 
then He says plainly He still has 
“flesh and bones.” Paul states 
explicitly that our spiritual, res-
urrection bodies will not consist 
of flesh (1 Corinthians 15:50). 

During His post-resurrec-
tion appearances, 
Jesus is able to come 
and go through 
locked doors ( John 
20:19) and to sud-
denly appear and 
disappear (Luke 
24:36). Some have 
suggested that 
indicates He was in 
His spiritual body 
at least part of the 
time, but He did 
that on the very 
occasion where Jesus 
specifically referred to 
His “flesh and bones” 
as evidence He was 
in His physical body 
(Luke 24:39). 

Besides that, who would 
deny that Jesus could appear 

and disappear and come through 
locked doors, as well as walk on 
water and raise the dead, during 
his sojourn on earth before His 
crucifixion and resurrection? 

n In Another Form 
However, the Bible does say , 

“Now when he rose 
early on the first day 
of the week, he ap-
peared first to Mary 
Magdalene” (Mark 
16:9) and then , “Af-
ter these things he 
appeared in another 
form to two of them, 
as they were walking 
into the country” 
(Mark 16:12). 

Mary Magdalene 
recognized Him im-
mediately on seeing 
Him, but the eyes of 
the two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus 
to whom He ap-
peared “in another 

form” (Mark 16:12) were kept 
from recognizing Him (Luke 

24:16) until the end of the day 
when they broke bread together 
(Luke 24:35.) 

That suggests that “in another 
form” in that context, rather than 
meaning in His spiritual body, 
simply meant He was in a body 
that was not recognizable. 

n Physical Body 
Versus Spiritual Body 

Paul describes the differenc-
es between the physical body 
(Greek root, psuche) which is 
buried in the grave and the spir-
itual body (Greek root, pneuma) 
which is raised. 

He describes the physical 
or natural body that is buried 
as earthly, perishable, mortal, 
dishonorable, and weak. The 
spiritual body on the other 
hand is heavenly, imperishable, 
immortal, glorious and powerful 
(1 Corinthians 15:42-50). 

“Mortal” means subject to 
death; “immortal” means “unable 
to die.” The contrast between 
“perishable” and “imperishable” 
(“corruptible” and “incorrupt-
ible,” KJV) assures us that 
whatever infirmities, handicaps 
or weaknesses we face in this life 
will not be a part of our expe-
rience in life after resurrection. 
We will not need glasses or 
hearing aids, crutches, walkers 
or wheel chairs, hospital beds 
or medicines. Weakness will be 
replaced by power. 

Christians who die and are 
raised are raised with their resur-
rection, spiritual bodies. Chris-

tians who are alive at Christ’s 
second coming are transformed 
“in a moment, in the twinkling 
of an eye, at the last trumpet” 
from natural body to spiritual 
body at the same moment the 
dead are raised (1 Corinthians 
15:51). 

n 1 John 3:2 
There is, indeed, a relation 

between all of this and 1 John 
3:2 which says, “Beloved, we are 
God’s children now, and what 
we will be has not yet appeared; 
but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he 
is.” 

In other words, we are God’s 
children now, and because of 
that, we are to be like Him 
(holy because He is holy; 
merciful as He is merciful, etc.). 
However, it is only “when He 
appears,” that is, at His second 
coming, that we will be “like 
Him” in the spiritual body He 
will have at that time. After 
our resurrection and Christ’s 
second coming, we will then 
share similar spiritual, resurrec-
tion bodies. “We shall be like 
him, because we shall see him 
as he is.” 

n Recognize One 
Another? 

We will recognize one 
another in heaven. Several 
passages suggest that, and it is 
also a necessary part of Jesus’ 
point in His discussion with 
the Sadducees. 

Jesus told the Jews of His 
day, “I tell you, many will come 
from east and west and recline 
at table with Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven while the sons of the 

Faulkner University 
5345 Atlanta Highway
Montgomery, AL 36109 

334-386-7154
cmay@faulkner.edu

Continued on page 17

Did Christ come from the grave in a fleshly body or a spiritual body? 
Did He switch from one to another during the forty days between His resurrection and ascension 

(Mark 16:9,12)? In what body did He ascend into heaven? Was it different from the body in which 
He will return at the end of time? Please explain 1 John 3:2 in relation to the above questions, or is 

there a relation? Will we recognize one another in heaven? What about those in hell? 

When Christ comes again and we are raised 
from the dead, although we will have 

imperishable, immortal, glorious, spiritual 
bodies, I will still be me and you will still be 
you. Looking forward to a glorious reunion 

with redeemed loved ones is a legitimate 
Christian hope. 
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All of us have personal criteria as to what makes a “good” sermon. 
In 1877, a well-known American preacher, Phillips Brooks (1835-1893), 
presented a lecture that has been widely quoted in the field of homi-
letics. “Preaching is the communication of truth by man to men. It has 
in it two essential elements, truth and personality. Neither of these can 
it spare and still be preaching.” The first Gospel sermon (Acts 2:14-40), 
preached by Peter on Pentecost, (the Greek name for the Jewish Feast 
of Weeks), sets the standard by which all sermons must rightly be 
measured.

It was timely. The sermon was delivered according to God’s timing. It 
occurred after the Holy Spirit had come upon the apostles as promised by 
Jesus (Luke 24:48, Acts 2:1-4). It was guided by the Spirit (Jn. 16:13). It 
took place while the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, (just seven 
weeks earlier) was fresh on people’s minds. This timeliness led Peter to 
declare, “This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and 
foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death 
by nailing him to the cross” (Acts 2:23).

It was true. The sermon was Divinely inspired and grounded in 
Scripture. Peter told the crowd that the events they were witnessing 
were the fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy (Joel 2:28-32). He evoked the 
words of David to prove that Jesus was the promised Messiah (Psalm 
110:1). The apostles did not preach anything that could not be backed up 
by the Word of God. It was this reliance on Scripture that prompted early 
restoration preachers to proclaim, “Where the Scriptures speak we speak 
and where the Scriptures are silent we are silent.” We need preaching of 
the same caliber today.

It was thought provoking. The first Gospel sermon ended with a 
challenging conclusion. “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God 
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah (Acts 
2:36). Whether in the first century or the twenty-first century preaching 
must challenge people to think about their relationship with God. Note 
the response to Peter’s message. “They were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do” (Acts 2:37)? 
Jimmy Allen used to say that preaching should make people, “glad, sad 
or mad.” One thing is for sure. The preaching of the cross should never 
leave a person where it finds them.

Most of us have heard hundreds of sermons. Some have touched 
us more than others. Let’s be sure that the standard we use to evaluate 
preaching is Biblical truth rather than personal preference.

 
Steve W. Reeves preaches for the West Side Church of Christ; 709 West 
Arch; Searcy, Arkansas 72143

THE FIRST 
GOSPEL SERMON
Timely… True… Thought Provoking By Mike Benson

    OKAY—IT’S NOT exactly a curse word, but 
we sometimes treat it like one in the church. 
Christians try not to say it, hear it, think about 
it, much less experience it. No, it’s not a dirty 
word in an immoral sense, but it certainly is a 
term we’d rather not articulate—for to do so is 
to tacitly admit that it exists. “What is it?” you 
ask?

SUFFERING!
    Oh sure, we can rubber neck in awesome 
wonder at the suffering in other people’s lives, 
but we don’t want any 
part of it in our own. 
“Whew, I’m glad that’s 
not happening to me!” 
It’s like the old line from 
a comedy I watched 
on TV years ago, “I 
don’t like pain! It hurts 
me!” Well, of course it 
hurts—that’s the nature 
of suffering, that why it’s 
called suffering and not pleasure.
Ironically, suffering is not only an inexorable part 
of the Christian walk (1 Pet. 4:16), it has certain 
redemptive elements about it too (2 Cor. 4:17; 
Heb. 12:11). Study the following passages:

n    “For to this you were called, because Christ 
also SUFFERED for us, leaving us an example, 
that you should follow His steps” (1 Pet. 2:21). 
“Since the disciple is not above his master, nor 
the servant about his lord, suffering was to 
be expected. Two ideas are here advanced: (1) 
Christ suffered; hence, you, his servants, must 
likewise suffer; (2) in suffering the Lord left us 
an example for His disciples to imitate in endur-
ing similar trials.” 1

n   “For to you it has been granted on behalf 
of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also 
to SUFFER for His sake” (Phil. 1:29). “Since 
Christ suffered for us, we are called to suffer for 
Him. Paul wanted to share in Christ’s sufferings 
so that he might identify more with his Savior 
(3:10). Whenever we suffer for Christ, our faith 
has the potential of being strengthened. Such 

refinement and tempering will make us more fit 
for heaven ( Jas. 1:2-4; 1 Pet. 1:7). We are also 
more prepared to offer comfort to those who 
experience similar trials.” 2

n    “And if children, then heirs—heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we SUF-
FER with Him, that we may also be glorified 
together” (Rom. 8:17). “This specifies a particular 
condition for heirship, namely, the same one that 
applied to Jesus: first suffering, then glory. Jesus 
necessarily followed this path (Luke 24:26; Phil. 
2:6-11; Heb. 2:1; 12:2). If we want to be co-heirs 
with Him, we must be willing to accept this 
same sequence, since participation in Christ’s 
glory can come only through participation in 
His sufferings.” 3

n   “And our hope for you is steadfast, be-
cause we know that as you are partakers of the 
SUFFERINGS, so also you will partake of the 
consolation” (2 Cor. 1:7). “All sufferings received 
in the service of Christ are also certain to receive 
the comfort of Christ, the sufferings and the 
comfort being inseparably linked together (cf. 
Rom. 8:17; 2 Tim. 2:12).” 4

 
Notice that in the aforementioned passages suffering 
is not only a given, but from a divine perspective, 
it is meant to bring us closer to Christ. Thus, if we 
want to be like Christ, if we want to identify with 
and know Christ, if we want to offer comfort as 
Christ, and if we want to be eternal heirs in heaven 
with Christ, then we must accept the rightful place 
of suffering in our lives—it is something we HAVE 
TO experience.
   When you think about it, “suffering” really isn’t a 
dirty word after all. Rather, it is a special term of 
endearment which reminds us of the means by which 
we are brought closer to the risen Lord.

1 Guy N. Woods, A Commentary on the New Testament 
Epistles of Peter, John, and Jude, 78
2 David Stewart, A Commentary on Philippians, 242
3 Jack Cottrell, The College Press NIV Commentary on Ro-
mans, Vol. 1, 485
4 James Burton Coffman, First & Second Corinthians, 306 

Mike Benson; 
415 S 40th St; Hattiesburg, MS 39402
mbensonkw@att.net

The Dirty Word 
in the church

Next MM RV Rally  •  November 4-7, 2015
 J. P. Coleman State Park  Iuka, Mississippi  

(Read article on page 14 and/or call Paul Franks at 662-792-2700 for more information)
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Ken Joines and Sue Noto 
were married February 7, 2015 at 
Cedar Hill Farm in Hernando, MS.   
Ken was preacher at Goodman 

Oaks for 29 years, retiring in 2003. 
Sue has been a member at Good-
man Oaks for fifteen years and is 
still employed at FedEx where she 
has worked for 30 years. 

Ken has four children;  Sue 
has two sons, one a Youth Minister 
at Bono, Arkansas and the other 
still in college. All six children 
participated in the wedding.  Sue’s 
older son did the ceremony and 
the younger gave his mother 
away.  Ken’s son was his Best Man 
and the girls did the cake, flowers 
and photography, making this a 
happy affair for all the family. 

Since “retirement” Ken has 
been kept busy with preaching 
appointments from Florida to 
Alaska and from Texas to West 
Virginia. He enjoys substituting 
when the local preacher is away 
and conducting special weekend 
spiritual renewal series, in addi-
tion to gospel meetings. 

Ken and/or Sue Joines may 
be contacted at  their home:  4449 
Terrace Stone Drive; Olive Branch, 
MS 38654 or by calling 901-212-
1601. 

Berea Church Report
By Chad Bowen
     On January 1, 2015 the Berea Congre-
gation at Burnsville, MS hired me as their 
preacher. I wish all congregations of the Lord 
worked as hard as this group. I Corinthians 
3:6 tells us to plant the seed, teach (water the 
seed), and God will give the increase. During 
the past eight months, with everyone pulling 
together, the increase is being seen. We have 
had ten baptisms and, at least, a dozen resto-
rations. Attendance has doubled. 
     Three men are actively involved in the 
Jail Ministry and have baptized dozens. The 
three men are Rick Wixom, Randy Hickox, 
and Lee Hickox (Lee worships with the 

Snowdown congregation).  
     I want to say something about our VBS 
and gospel meeting. Brother Jim Estes and 
the “Golden Circle” group from the Boon-
eville church helped us out so much. Each 
year, the Golden Circle group seeks to help 
small congregations by having a VBS and a 
gospel meeting. This year they chose to help 
us. 
     Several months of planning helped both 
our VBS and gospel meeting to be a huge 
success. I can not begin to tell all the work 
they did. They knocked on doors in the com-
munity, decorated our building for VBS and 
other things. The Golden Circle did a great 

job teaching the classes. What a great day! 
There were about 68 present and all had a 
great time. On Sunday, July 26th, our gospel 
meeting began... 
     We are a congregation of about 40. On 
Sunday morning of our meeting attendance 
was 81; Sunday night, 86; Monday Night, 
110; Tuesday night, 89; Wednesday night, 
113. Wow! Words fail me when I try to say 
how thankful we are to brother Jim Estes for 
speaking at our meeting, and the wonderful 
job the Golden Circle did. Thank y’all so 
much! 
Berea Church of Christ; 299 Highway 365 
South; Burnsville, MS 38833 

Ken & Sue 
Joines

n Just a few lines to let you know how 
much I enjoy the MM. I love the Question 
Box. I pass the MM on to others after I 
read it from cover to cover.... 
Dorothy Laws, Huntingdon, TN
n Enclosed is a small check to help with 
the publication of “The Messenger.” We 
look forward to each edition. May the 
good Lord continue to bless each one of 

you in this great ministry. Yours in Christ. 
Barry & Ann Embry. Coldwater, MS

n I enjoy the Magnolia Messenger 
very much. I love reading brother 
May’s message and also love to answer 
the Questions. This a small donation. 
(Estelle Rushing)

n Thank you so much for the outstand-
ing information you put in the Magnolia

n I enjoy the Magnolia Messenger very 
much. I enjoy the Questions on the back 
cover very much also. (Edith Winters)

n The new Messenger is beautiful 
and the material inside is, as always, 
wholesome. (Thelma Atwater)

n I look forward to reading MM every 
month. I am also looking forward to 
hearing Cecil May, Jr. at the WV School 

of Preaching in Moundsville WV, in Oct. 
Keep up the good work! (Ms. Bea R, 
Stelmach, Wheeling, WV)

n Messenger. It is very helpful in my 
Bible study, as well as my daily life. 
Keep up the good work! Yours in Christ, 
(James Hurlbut, Brunswick, GA)

    More  Magnolia Messenger Readers’ Response
        

Starkville, Winona & Greenwood Churches

Providing Hope in Honduras
By Wesley Thompson
       There are many great mission works in  
which Mississippians are participating and 
supporting.  I am blessed to be part of one of 
these great efforts.  For the past 12 years, I 
have been a volunteer/leader for a MS team 
that goes to Honduras to spread the love 
and message of Jesus to the people there.  
Currently, we work through a program 
named “Honduras Hope.”  Our group this 
year consisted of teenagers, college students, 
and adults from the Starkville, Winona, and 
Greenwood congregations.  

This year, from July 15-23, we were able 
to build 7 houses (including one 2 story 
house), work on projects at the feeding 
center and children’s home associated with 
Honduras Hope, distribute food to two 
communities, provide lunch and sing with 
those who survive by recycling out of the 
Tegucigalpa dump, distribute Bibles at the 
hospital for the poor and assist in a free 
medical clinic for a community. 

Providing for the physical needs of the 
people in these communities opened up 

opportunities to teach them about the good 
news of Jesus.  We did door to door evan-
gelism, “community gathering” evangelism 
(teaching the gospel to a group of 40 from 
a small community), 2 days of VBS, led the 
worship assembly at a congregation previ-
ously established by earlier mission trips, and 
devoted 3 nights to gospel meetings in the 
community where we stayed. God blessed 
our efforts with 8 baptisms and multiple res-
torations.  However, I am convinced that we 
gain as much or more from our interaction 
with the Christians of Honduras.  

Many communities do not have running 
water and some have no electricity.  Many 
Honduras seek each day to earn enough 
money to provide their family with a meal 
for that day.  Yet, in their need, they have 
a joy, that comes from God, which is often 
missing in our society, even though we have 
many more physical blessings. 

Looking to the future, it is our goal to 
establish a new congregation in a commu-
nity where we worked this past summer. 
There is no place in which to gather and no 

ministers working there.  We hope, God 
willing, to build a church building, support 
a preacher, and minister to this community 
-- physically and spiritually -- over the next 
several summers. 

(If you would like more information on this 
or desire to support this effort, please contact me, 
Wesley Thompson, at the Starkville church of 
Christ.  www.starkvillechurch.org)

Being Baptized in a Barrel
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By: Russ Vickers 
    The church at Antioch of 
Syria was may be considered the 
“most successful church of all the 
New Testament churches.” The 
churches in Jerusalem, Philippi, 
and Corinth enjoyed success; 
none of them, however, could 
match the growth of the church 
at Antioch. It was founded by a 
few refugee disciples “who were 
scattered because of the perse-
cution that arose over Stephen” 
(Acts 11:19). Stephen was the 
first Christian martyr. These 
disciples preached the gospel of 
Christ to those in Antioch. We 
are told in Acts 11:21, “the hand 
of the Lord was with them, and 
a great number who believed 
turned to the Lord.”
    Along with Jerusalem, Antioch 
became a center of Christianity 
during the first century. For more 
than two centuries, Antioch of 
Syria was a leader in Christian 
thought. “The Gentiles took the 
Christian message as the very 
thing they had been waiting for, 
as something that exactly suited 
their case, and a large number 
of them believed the gospel and 
yielded their allegiance to Jesus 
as Lord… The power of God was 
manifest in the conversion of the 
Gentiles in this city. An Ethi-
opian chamberlain might have 
become a Christian sometime 
previously while traveling home 
along the Gaza road, and a Ro-
man centurion and his household 
might have [obeyed the gospel] 
as an apostle unfolded it in their 
home at Caesarea, but the scale 
of Gentile evangelization in 
Antioch was something entirely 
new.”  
    “We first read of Antioch in 
Acts 6:5 as the hometown of 
Nicolas, one of the seven servants 
who were chosen. Antioch in 
Syria was one of the major cities 
of the world. It was founded by 
Seleucus Nicator, who gave his 
own name to Seleucia, the port of 
Antioch (Acts 13:4)…  Antioch 
had grown and prospered until 
it was the third largest city in 

A Successful Church
the world. Rome and Alexandria 
were the two largest.”
    Success is never accidental. It 
is always the result of definite 
causes and much effort. Business-
es, professions, institutions, all 
have their fundamental laws of 
success. When these 
are applied, they work 
out success. When 
these laws are not 
followed, success in 
any of these areas is 
almost impossible.
    There are cer-
tain laws by which 
congregations grow. 
What were the causes 
of such tremendous growth of 
the church at Syrian Antioch?

First, and above all 
else, there must be 
loyalty to God and 
His word. We must 
be willing to submit 

ourselves to God. We are told to 
“… love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your might.” 
(Deut. 6:5 – ESV). We must be 
loyal to His word ( John 15:7; 
Matt. 4:4). Loyalty to the word of 
God demands much from us. We 
must feed on His word; this is 
our spiritual food. “Like newborn 
infants, long for the pure spiritu-
al milk, that by it you may grow 
up into salvation” (1 Pet. 2:1-2 
- ESV). 

    The Corinthians had a 
problem with the concept of 
feeding on the word of God. It 

was obvious that they failed to 
do so. “That is why many of you 
are weak and ill, and some have 
died” (1 Cor. 11:30 - ESV). The 
Corinthian church was spiritually 
undernourished. How can we 
expect to grow and teach others 

when we, through 
the lack of reading 
and studying, cannot 
ourselves uphold the 
truth? 
    How many in 
the church today 
can give the plan 
of salvation and 
corresponding 
scripture? Yet we are 

told to “contend for the faith that 
was once for all delivered to the 
saints.” ( Jude 3 – ESV).  Those 
who were at Antioch studied 
with Paul for a year (Acts 11:26). 
The church grew at Antioch 
because there were Bible stu-
dents there and Bible teachers. 
No church can grow and prog-
ress without members who are 
dedicated to the work of teaching 
God’s word.

Second, the congre-
gation’s membership 
must be converted. 
Genuine conversion 
carries with it more 

than the average person seems 
to realize. What does it mean to 
be converted? Being converted 
to Christ means that a complete 

change has been effected in the 
heart and life of the individual. 
The individual has completely 

denounced sin; he has rebelled 
against Satan and all he stands 
for; he has separated himself 
from every unclean thing; he 
has “cleansed himself from every 
defilement of body and spirit, 
bringing holiness to completion 
in the fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1 – 
ESV).  Furthermore, the Chris-
tian has been bought with a price, 
the precious blood of Christ, and 
he is always conscious of the fact 
that he is not his own (1 Cor. 
6:19-20). 
    So genuine conversion simply 
means that the Christian is to be 
wholly and completely consecrat-
ed to the service of the Lord at 
all times. Wouldn’t it be wonder-
ful to have 100% converted in the 
congregation in living and serv-
ing the Lord and one another? 
    The statement might be given: 
“The larger the congregation, 
the better. They seem to have 
everything together and God has 
surely blessed them because they 
are so large in number.” Unfortu-
nately, this is the mindset some in 
the Lord’s church have had over 
the past several decades. It is not 
necessary to have large numbers 
in order for a congregation of the 
Lord’s people to be successful. 
However, we must keep in mind 
that numbers are important 
because every soul counts! 
        The Lord did not choose 
Israel because they had high 
numbers. For example, with 
Gideon’s army in Judges Chapter 
7, Gideon began with 32,000 
men. Some 22,000 went home 
because they were afraid. Gide-
on was then left with 10,000 
soldiers and most of those were 
disqualified because they drank 
water (while kneeling) leaving 
Gideon with only 300 to do 
battle with 120,000 Midianites; 
and Gideon’s small army won! 
A few strong in faith is greater 
than many who are weak or of 
little faith. Sometimes, the larger 
congregations tend to become 
complacent. The weaker members 
become lost in the crowd and a 
lukewarm attitude prevails. This 

is, of course, disastrous. 
    It is also not necessary for 
the congregation to be wealthy. 
Generous giving of our means 
is vital for making the church a 
success. Members must purpose 
to give. They must purpose to 
give freely and willingly. But we 
must not set the wealth of the 
congregation as the standard for 
the strength of that congregation. 
Money can be a problem (1 Tim. 
6:17-19). We must be rich in 
faith. So whether the congrega-
tion is 10 in number or 10,000, 
whether it be rich or poor, 
whether it meets in a tent or an 
elaborate building, this does not 
determine its strength. But one 
thing does: whether the mem-
bership is genuinely converted 
or not.

Third, the church 
must have the spirit 
of evangelism. From 
Antioch radiated the 
evangelistic efforts 

of the apostle Paul. His first 
missionary journey began and 
ended here; also the second and 
the third began here but ended in 
Jerusalem. We today must have 
a deep desire to seek and save 
the lost. This was the manifest 
purpose of Christ (Luke 19:10). 
There are millions who are lost 
and need to be saved (Rev. 20:15) 
before time runs out. So our 
efforts must be in this direction 
and cause the world to turn from 
sin to Christ and eternal salva-
tion. 
    The church will grow when 
God is honored, when Christ is 
preached, and when the Holy 
Spirit plays an important role in 
the lives of her members. When 
the gospel is preached in truth 
and love, and when the lives of 
members exemplify Christianity, 
then the church is on the move 
and growing. 

Russ Vickers Hillcrest Church 
of Christ in Baldwyn, MS. 
RussVickers01@gmail.com.

The church will grow when God 
is honored, when Christ is preached, and when 

the Holy Spirit plays an important role
 in the lives of her members. When the gospel is 
preached in truth and love, and when the lives 

of members exemplify Christianity, 
then the church is on the move and growing. 
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By Roger Johnson
Forgiveness is a very difficult practice, especial-

ly when it comes to forgiving ourselves.  The mem-
ory of past mistakes and having a guilty conscience 
about them contribute to the difficulty 
of forgiving ourselves.  Yet, forgiveness 
is one of the most refreshing experienc-
es of our lives.

I can remember how I felt when I 
was baptized at the age of 16.  Realizing 
that all my past sins were forgiven when 
I came up out of the water was the most 
exhilarating experience of my life.  I’m 
sure everyone who has been baptized 
has had the same emotion.  

I knew that forgiveness was made possible by 
the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross.  That’s the very 
reason why Jesus came to the earth and died so 
tragically.  For the most part, all of us understand 
that.  But, it’s the memory of past and present mis-
takes that keeps bothering us.  They feel like heavy 
weights on our shoulders.  They keep gnawing on 
our conscience and it is hard for us to believe that 
the slate is wiped clean and we are as innocent 
newborn babies before God.  But, praise God, it is 
true!

There was a time during the old covenant 
when animal sacrifices were a constant reminder 
to man that he was a sinner.  Those sacrifices could 
never take away sin (Heb. 10:3-4).  However, God 

promised those Old Testament worthies 
the time was coming when he would “…
remember their sins and their lawless 
deeds no more” (Heb. 10:17).  That 
promise was fulfilled when Jesus shed his 
blood at Calvary.

If God, through his son, Jesus 
Christ, forgives us when we obey the 
gospel, it seems to me that we should 
be able to forgive ourselves also.  The 
Christian who confesses his sins can also 

depend upon the faithfulness and righteousness of 
God to forgive and cleanse from sin (1 John 1:9).  
We would do well to follow Paul’s example when he 
said, “One thing I do: forgetting what lies behind 
and straining forward to what lies ahead” (Phil. 
3:13).  The past is past and forgiven by a merciful 
God.  We should leave the past behind, forgive 
ourselves, and serve God fervently.
Roger Johnson
4974 Glacier Dr.  •  Columbus, GA  31907
Rlj126@gmail.com

A Refreshing Wind 
Came to Columbia
By Paul Franks

About nine months ago a devastating tornado hit Columbia, 
Mississippi.  During the last week of July, a refreshing wind from Hatton, 
Alabama, came blowing into this lovely south Mississippi town. Fifty 
three Alabama Christians armed with a strong desire to serve the Lord, 
“blew into town.” These willing servants came to help the two small 
churches of Christ (Columbia and Virginia Ave) conduct a revival, a VBS, a 
“door knocking campaign” and to give away needed school supplies. 

On Sunday, July 26, both of the Columbia congregations assembled 
together for worship services. Thanks to the group from Hatton, the local 
members and visitors, 112 people were counted that Sunday morning. 
According to long time church member, Larry Dunaway, it was the “larg-
est number ever seen in the church building.”

Three young men from the Hatton congregation spoke during the 
Bible class hour. During the worship hour Chris Miller, preacher for the 
Hatton congregation, preached on Philemon--the man and the book.  
After the morning services, followed by a wonderful fellowship meal 
planned and prepared by Mose Ross and his staff, we enjoyed an after-
noon singing and worship service.  

The workers knocked doors during the day on Monday and Tuesday 
and conducted evening services each night.  This was followed by a VBS 
on Wednesday, along with a school supply give-a-way and then a final 
evening service.  By the end of the campaign, it was obvious that the 
Alabama Christians, with their refreshing wind, had served well the Cause 
of Christ in south Mississippi.

We pray that the church in Columbia will show greater evidence of 
growth as a result of this special effort.  If you know of someone or some 
congregation that would like to assist in this much needed mission effort 
please feel free to call Larry Dunaway at 601-447-0503 or Mose Ross 
at 601-731-9046. Or, if desired, you can call me, Paul Franks, for more 
information. My phone number is 662-792-2700 and my email address is 
apaulfranks@gmail.com.

Chip Hill from Hattiesburg, MS has been preaching for the Columbia 
church and Billy Warren for the Virginia Ave congregation.  A special 
thanks to Ben Phillips, the youth minister for the Hatton church and the 
Hatton elders for making this campaign possible. 

Leaders in Columbia Campaign
(from left) Larry Dunaway, Ben 
Phillips, Mose Ross, Chris Miller 
and Billy Warren. These men 
helped bring this campaign 
together in Columbia. 

How can
      I ever

Louisiana - Texas RV Rally
Salmon Lake Park, Grapeland Texas

Oct. 14–18, 2015 
  “Don’t Live Life in the Pits”

  Wednesday ...................................................  “The Pit of Apathy”
  Thursday AM .........................  “The Pit of Un-thoughtfulness”
  Thursday PM ............................................ “The Pit of Insecurity”
  Friday PM ......................................  “The Pit of Political Apathy”
  Sunday Bible Class ......................  “The Pit of Un-forgiveness”
  Sunday Sermon .................................................. “The Pit of Fear”

For more information contact:    Ray & Donna Franks, Email: rdfranks@netcommander.com 
or call: 337-515-0866 or Glen & Ena Franks, Email: gefranks@att.net or call: 337-477-2660 or 

337-842-7183. Cabins are available at the park. Call Salmon Lake Park 936-687-2594 for reservations.

Editor’s Note: The following news was unintentionally 
omitted in our summer issue.  Sorry for the delay. 
Grateful for the work of the Fulton church. 

Fulton Bible Institute in Fulton, MS complet-
ed the Spring Term studying “How We Got 
The Bible.” An average of 70 students came 
from 21 congregations throughout the 
area. The present course, which began on 
Tuesday, August 25, is a study of the book of 
Galatians. The school is under the oversight 
of the Fulton Church of Christ. 

Fulton Bible Institute Still Serving
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By June Franks 
     The “Good ole summer-time” is when we think of 
vacations, camping, swimming, ballgames and many 
other activities which are usually done outdoors.  
Thankfully, there are still many who also think of sum-
mer as a time for Vacation Bible Schools and for Gospel 

Meetings! This past summer, as usual, afforded us several 
opportunites to visit other congregations -- to encour-
age and to be encouraged. You are reading my report of 
our visits with three churches, during three meetings 
and doing it all three nights in a row.  

The First Night...
     On  Monday evening, July 13, 2015, we left our 
house in Kosciusko and headed north for the Old 
Union church, located 51 miles away -- about ten miles 
out in the country from Carrollton, Mississippi.  Here, 
the Old Union church meets in a building that was 
constructed over 100 years ago, in 1910. 

The very first person we saw 
as got out of our car and start-
ed walking up to the church 
building was Cliff Aldridge. 
We have known Cliff most of 
his life. Al preached for the 
church in Yazoo City when 
Cliff was growing up. It was 
so good to see Cliff and to be 
reminded that he attends the 
Old Union congregation.
     As we entered the building, 
we were blessed to see so many folks that we have been 
privileged to know through the years.  For example, 
there was Myrt Boyer, a member of the Old Union 
church, who called our name and said there was room 
for us to sit with her and her husband. We appreciated 
her invitation and enjoyed a brief visit with Myrt and 
Charles before services began. Several days before the 
meeting began, we had received a personalized invita-
tion from Bonnie Schmitz, asking us to visit the gospel 
meeting at Old Union where Bonnie’s husband, Mike, 
serves as preacher. 
     When services began, brother Mike got the atten-
tion of the packed building and warmly welcomed 
everyone. As he was making opening remarks, Michael 
Hony from the Greenwood congregation was given 
an opportunity to announce that a young lady named 
named Angel Bruce was in the audience and that she 
had become a Christian that very day.  Angel, from 
Greenwood (about 20 miles away), had been baptized 
shortly before coming with the Greenwood group to the 
evening services.  
     Time for worship in singing. A very talented young 
man, also from Greenwood, Harris Fondren, led the 
congregation in singing some beautiful “Ole” hymns. 
Louis Rushmore, a well known missionary and writer 
who lives in Winona, led the opening prayer. The visit-
ing preacher was Mark N. Posey from Decatur, Ala-
bama, where he has preached for the Austinville church 
of Christ since 1994.   
     Brother Mark’s subject for the Monday night service 
was “Practicing Pure Religion” based on James 1:26,27. 

I am pleased to share with you some of the points and/
or comments he made during his powerful sermon. He 
began his lesson by quoting James 1:1 where the writer 
described himself as “a servant of God and the Lord Je-
sus Christ. Brother Mark stressed that “We, too, should 
consider ourselves ‘servants’.” Three main points present-
ed in his lesson were: (a) Personal Faith, (b) Purposeful 
Faith and (c) Profitable Faith.
     Additional comments that I recall from his ser-
mon included, “The Greatest thing in all the world is 
to be a part of His church.” He emphasized,  “Sin will 
damn our souls to Hell.”  In summarizing his powerful 
lesson, he said, “We must Look Up, Look Outward and 
Look Inwardly.” In closing, he spoke about the end, 
asking,“What will really matter?” Then he added, “The 
only thing that will matter...--Is your soul right with 
God?” The gifted preacher spoke as a dying man to a 
dying group of men and women pleading, “Get right with 
God.”
     We were amazed how that brother Mark Posey had 
preached the Word of God that night without looking 
at notes and quoting from memory the many passages 
of Scripture he used in his sermon. We are so thankful 
we chose to attend the Gospel Meeting at Old Union 
on Monday evening. 

The Second Night...
     On the next day, Tuesday, we were invited to eat 
the evening meal with our youngest son, Stephen and 
his wife, Lisa.  We gladly 
agreed to do with the under-
standing that we would need 
to leave early to visit another 
church for another Gospel 
Meeting. So, after a very 
enjoyable meal with Stephen 
and family, we traveled north 
on the “Trace” for 20 miles 
to French Camp. Then, after 
making a left turn and then 
immediately a right turn we 
drove 5 or 6 more miles to the 

Mark Posey at Old Union

Don Roberson at Huntsville
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place where the Huntsville church of Christ assembles.  

We were late. Services had already begun. As we en-
tered the building, the congregational singing was being 
capably led by Jeff Tharp. In the midst of other songs of 
praise, we paused for a meaningful prayer led by Elihue 
Thompson of Kosciusko who preaches for the Oak Ridge 
church (about 15 miles north of Kosciusko).  Afterwards, 
Nathan Wright, preacher for the Huntsville church, in-
troduced Don Roberson of Ashland, Mississippi, who was 
the visiting preacher.  
     Brother Don’s sermon topic for the evening was “ 
Knowing Christ and Him Crucified”, based on I Corin-
thians chapter 2. The beginning words of the chapter are,

“And I, brethren, whom I came to you, came not 
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring 
unto you the testimony of God. For I determined 
not to know any thing among you, save Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. And I was with you in 
weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling. 
And my speech and my preaching was not with 
enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demon-
stration of the Spirit and of power.”
     As the preacher presented his lesson, I made note of 
some of his points and/or comments. He asked that we, 
the audience, think back to the cross and realize how 
significant the cross was/is. He spoke with saddness about 
the evil choice made by the Jewish mob who asked that 
Barabbas, a murderer, be released and that Jesus, the sin-
less one, be crucified.  He stated, “Every day we should be 
drawn closer to the cross.”
     The preacher asked each of us, “Are you willing to sac-
rifice?” He called attention to Romans 12:1 which states, 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto god, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that 
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect will of God.”
     As brother Roberson concluded his sermon, he said, 
“I would be remiss if I did not invite you to come to the 
foot of the cross?” He explained that “meeting Jesus at the 
cross” involves submitting to Christ in faith, dying to sin 
(repenting) and being buried with Christ in baptism. He 
made reference to I John 5:4 which states, “For whosoev-
er is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”
     After the sermon and closing remarks, Ken Salley, 
preacher for the church at Elliott, Mississippi led the 
closing prayer. As we departed, once again, we felt bless-
ed to have met and and worshipped with our brethren at 
Huntsville. It was a truly a great service. 

The Third Night...
     The next day was Wednesday. The date was July 15, 
2015; our 59th wedding anniversary. We decided to cele-
brate, in part, by attending a third gospel meeting for the 

third night in a row.  This time, it would be a visit with our 
brethren of the Tipton Street church in Kosciusko where a 
Gospel Meeting was coming to a close that night. 
     After a friendly greeting from many of the brothers 
and sisters at Tipton, time came for services to begin. 
Don Woods, preacher for the Tipton Street congregation, 
warmly welcomed everyone, including visitors from the 
community and area congregations. Leroy Watson, who 
always does a good job, led the congregation in singing.  
Al Franks led the opening prayer.
     The visiting evangelist was Loyd Harris from Little 
Rock, Arkansas. His subject: “Living by Faith.”  He began 
his sermon by quoting the scripture, “Faith cometh by 
hearing and hearing by the word of God (Rom. 10:17).” 
He said,  “Faith evolves from hearing the Word of God... 
All the things you could attain would not compare to your 
faith... God is in the business of transforming lives.”
     Additional comments I recall brother Loyd making 
included the following. “Many of the struggles we have, as 
Christians, are caused by our hood experiences.” He spoke 
about making progress in life and then reverting back to 
the past.  He added: “The help to keep you up is not with-
in you, but its source is of a higher power.”  He pleaded, 
“Give no place to the devil. He wants to subject men into 
bondage. The devil will promise us anything... Demons 

can be persons that Satan uses... 
The message of the gospel is 
that ‘while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us’... The devil is 
not honest... When we got out 
of sin... it is much harder to get 
out of it next time.” 
     The gifted preacher quoted 
the psalmist who wrote,  “Bless-
ed is the man that walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly, 
nor standeth in the way of 
sinners, not sitteth in the seat 

of the scornful” (Psalms 1:1). Brother Loyd cautioned 
us to avoid evil companions, adding that it is a mistake, 
when you are looking for consolation to “ask people that 
you know who are not going to give the right answer.” 
In his closing remarks, brother Lloyd said that was saved 
through obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
reminded us that all who would come to Christ can do the 
same thing and enjoy the same blessings. 
     After services, we began to think more seriously about 
the many benefits that come from Gospel Meetings.  We 
were moved to give thanks to the Lord for providing us 
with three nights in a row to visit three Gospel Meetings 
with three different congregations. In all three visits we 
had been encouraged and uplifted as a result of wonderful 
fellowship, worship and hearing the Word of God faith-
fully proclaimed.  

Coming Up in Cleveland

“Walking With 
Those Who Weep” 

(Bible Answers to Your Loss and Bereavement)

October 17-18, 2015
Speakers: 

Ron Williams & Don Williams
This seminar will deal, from a Biblical standpoint, with how 
we handle losses and the difficult times we all face in our 
lives. Ron and Don are well qualified to answer the many 
questions we have when dealing with difficult situations, 
including job loss, divorce, death of a loved one and dealing 
with a loved one suffering from Alzheimer’s and/or demen-
tia. They will also be discussing how to minister to someone 
who is dealing with a loss. For more information on the 
speakers go to www.rondonbooks.com

Delta Enrichment Series 
“Reaching the Lost”

Saturday, January 23, 2016

Speakers:
Ray Paseur

Kosciusko, MS 
“Reaching the Lost in Foreign Missions”

Willie Nettle 
Vicksburg, MS  

“Reaching the Lost Across Barriers 
of Color and Culture”

Dennis Doughty 
Tunica, MS 

“Reaching the Unchurched”
Ken Joines 
Southaven, MS  

“Reaching the ‘Churched’ (Unfaithful)”
This seminar will include the “how to” of these 
subjects as well as practical suggestions 
for engaging in these efforts to win souls to 
Christ.Please make your plans now to be with 
us for these two great spiritual feasts.

Cleveland Church of Christ
212 Ronaldman Rd

Cleveland, Mississippi  38732
For more information on these events please contact the 

Cleveland church of Christ at 

(662) 843-5073 or clevechurch@cableone.net 
(Tim McCarter, Minister; Cleveland Church)

Loyd Harris at Tipton Street 

“Saving Souls” News from Flora, MS
The North Flora church of Christ is offering a “Saving Souls” Worship/Seminar on Saturday, September 

26, 2015, beginning at 8:30 AM with Tommy Brooks from the Highland Heights congregation in Houston, 
TX.  The cost is FREE.  Also, Brother Brooks will be holding a Revival September 27-October 1, 2015 at the Flora 

congregation.  Ralph H. Flowers, the local minister, may be contacted at 601-879-3509.  
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In addition to the name of the person being memorialized or honored, please include your name 
and address and the address of a family member to whom a written acknowledgement may be 
sent.  

IN MEMORY OF 

Thanks from the Franks

MR. PAUL LOVE
T. C. Nowell , Jr.
(Starkville, MS)

SHARON STRICKLAND 
CANNON
LOUIS G. STRICKLAND
DEWELL B. 
CRAWFORD
Reginal & Susan 
Crawford
(Eads, TN)

LEWIE RECTOR
Mary A. Rector
(Morton, Ms)
Kenneth & Judy Bray
(Columbia, TN)
John & Frances Sawyer
(Houston, TX)

SAMANTHA GENTRY
Ms. Glenda Morris
(Crosby, MS)

GEORGE & BETTY 
JEAN BAUCUM
ROLAND & JUANITA 
COLEMAN
Mary Coleman Freeman
(Senatobia, MS)

WRAY & VIOLET 
NEWKIRK
JOSEPH & DOROTHY 
FECHER
Terry & Nelda Newkirk
(Waveland, MS)

EDWARD GURLEY 
HOOD
Jean Lewis
Ruby Hood
(Okolona, MS)
Catherine Hollie
(Amory, MS)

RAYMOND & AMY 
VEST
Betty Young
(New Albany, MS)

CHARLES DICKEY
HAZEL COOK
Rick & Betty Bishop
(Columbus, MS)

BILL & BARBARA 
RICHARD
WALLACE MORRIS
Jay & Mary Henley
(Brandon, MS)

MARVIN POLLARD
Beatrice Cook
(Walnut Hill, FL)
James Cummins
(South Carolina)

BILL & BARBARA 
RICHARD 
WILFORD “PUD” 
WALTMAN
Gerald & Geri Spears
(Singer, LA)

VELMA DELANCEY
Aaron & Jeanette Horis
(Harrison, AR)

JESSE ROBERT 
FRANKS
JAMES RAY FRANKS
LEONARD & IVA 
FRANKS
PAUL WYLIE 
C. P. WYLIE
Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

SHEILA YOUNG
Tony Young
(Rogers, AR)

OUIDA GENTRY
Willa Dean Gaddy Family
(Fulton, MS)
Larry Gentry
(Braxton, MS)

IDES & MARY GLENN 
RUTHERFORD
Shirley Spain
(Jasper, AL)

ILA MAE ADAMS
KENNETH ED ADAMS
Lila Faye Wilson
(Paris, TN)

ALLIE BUSBY
Billy & Sue McAdams
(Jackson, MS)

PAUL & JOAN SPARKS
WANDA BROOKS
BILL & BARBARA 
RICHARD
REGINALD JONES
Charles & Myrt Boyer
(Holcomb, MS)

JOHNNY ALDRIDGE
STEPHEN ALDRIDGE
Garnett & Betty Harris
(Brandon, MS)

VELMA DELANCEY
DOC WALKER
IVY & GLADYS 
LAWSON
Charles & Barbara 
Pritchard
(Steele, MO)

R. E. COKER
Dorothy Henderson
(Rolling Fork, MS)
Dean & Nellie Caldwell
(Vicksburg, MS)

JOYCE WILSON
Homer Wilson
(Fulton, MS)

EVELYN MIZE WHITE
John & Daisy Smith
(Huntsville, AL)

WILFORD “PUD” 
WALTMAN
JESSE FRANKS
VELMA DELANCEY
ANN WELCH
INA FRANKS
BILL & BARBARA 
RICHARD
Ray & Donna Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

BOB LEONARD
Laverne Leonard
(Eldridge, AL)

RALPH SLOCUM
Martha Morris
(Gulfport, MS)

MIKE WIGLEY
Dean & Nellie Caldwell
(Vicksburg, MS)

W. C. & VERA HODGE
ANNIE B. MCCULLAR
Therman & Sadie Hodge
(Meridian, MS)

IN HONOR OF
BONNIE STRICKLAND
J. REGGIE CRAWFORD
Reginal & Susan 
Crawford
(Eads, TN)

BERNICE 
RICHARDSON
Annette Parrett
(Byram, MS)

DEAN & NELLIE
CALDWELL
WILBURN DELANCEY
LARRIE ASKEW
Ray & Donna Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

ALLEN & JUANITA 
GRAY
JOEL & JEANETTE 
COLLINS
W. E. & JUDY WALKER
Charles & Barbara 
Pritchard
(Steele, MO)

MS SHIRLEY WYLIE 
WEST
MR. LONNIE WYLIE
Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

The Ladies of the Huntsville Church of Christ cordially invite you to our

LADIES’ DAY
Saturday, October 24, 2015

Our speaker will be

PRISSY SELLERS
From Park Hills, Missouri

Theme:  
“In Times Like These” – You Need a Saviour

Registration & Light Breakfast
Begins at 8:30 a.m.

Program begins at 9:00 a.m.
Ending with Lunch

We look forward to you joining us at

Huntsville Church of Christ
1836 Highway 413 • French Camp, MS 39745

Sunday, Oct. 18 
9:30 am  “Talking Undenominationally”

10:30 am  “Jesus of Nazareth, Both Lord and Christ”
12:30 - 2:30 pm - Fellowship Meal

2:30 pm   “Do We Believe You Have to Be a 
Member of the Church of Christ to be Saved?”

Monday, Oct. 19, 7:00 pm  
“God’s Plan of Salvation”
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 7:00 pm 
“God’s Care for His Children”

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 7:00 pm  
“When the Foundations Are Destroyed, 
What Can the Righteous Do?”

Thursday, Oct. 22, 7:00 pm  
“Blessed Assurance”

Two Special Workshops for the Church
Tuesday Night, Oct. 20, 6:00 pm 

“Keeping the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace”
Thursday Night, Oct. 22, 6:00 pm
“Leadership According to Christ”

Bible Questions Are Invited
Bypass Church of Christ

787 Hwy. 61 N. Bypass   •   Vicksburg, Mississippi 39183

601-638-6165
(Willie Nettle, Evangelist)

601-415-6583; wjnettle@yahoo.com

Gospel (Revival) Meeting 
October 18–22, 2015

“Restoring Undenominational Christianity”
Speaker:  Cecil R. May, Jr., 

(Montgomery, AL)
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The Rolling Fork and Boon-
eville churches of Christ recently 
participated in “Summer Work 
Week, 2015” in Rolling Fork, 
Mississippi. Four projects were 
undertaken, including provid-
ing a mobile house for a needy 
family, repairing/refreshing 
others and cleaning yards. Also 
included in the week was the 
distribution of “House to House” 
pamphlets within the communi-
ty as well as providing Popsicles 
to neighborhood kids. 

One of the houses se-
lected for work this year was 
determined too far gone for 
reconditioning; so, an effort was 
initiated to raise funds for suit-

able housing for the family of 
four. With the assistance of the 
Rolling Fork, Booneville, and 
the West Main congregation 
in Tupelo, as well as individual 
Christians and interested busi-
nesses, a very nice 3 bedroom 
2 bath trailer was purchased to 
replace the family’s condemned 
home in Anguilla.  

Nathan Pirtle, youth minis-
ter for Booneville and Norman 
Maranto, local minister for the 
Rolling Fork congregation, both 
report it was a fantastic week 
with over 35 individuals in-
volved in the efforts, resulting in 
3 baptisms as well. Maranto goes 
on to state that the Rolling Fork 

congregation was duly impressed 
and encouraged with the youth 
group’s evangelistic fervor, the 
angelic singing and the generos-
ity of their visitors from Boon-
eville. Special thanks are owed to 
the adult workers from Boon-
eville ( J.T., Jordon, Scott, Seth, 
Brandon, Bonnie and Dee) who 
went above and beyond the call 
of duty to serve others during 
the week. 

 In addition to all of the 
work, the group was also able to 
enjoy a visit to historical Mont 
Helena and a baby back rib 
cookout sponsored by friends 
within the community. A special 
Wednesday evening service 

included having guest speaker 
Joshua Duboise from the Bypass 
Congregation in Vicksburg 
and song leader Jeffrey Holmes 
from the I-20 Congregation in 
Vicksburg.
     The Rolling Fork Summer 
Work Week program has com-
pleted its 6th year, resulting in 
many positive results made pos-
sible by the cooperative efforts 
of sister congregations around 
the state. The church enjoys a 
very positive relationship with 
the community due to the good 
deeds and positive Christian 
efforts of the members.  The 
annual program has resulted 
in  several baptisms,  two new 

homes for needy families and 19 
other properties repaired and re-
freshed during the work camps. 
(Submitted to the MM by Nor-
man J. Maranto,  local preacher at 
Rolling Fork)   

Sweet, sometimes 
sorrowful, Memories . . .
Melancholy reflections 

of times past,
All a part of my being!

Crystal clear, yet 
sometimes dim,
Memories . . .

Sudden flashes of life 
turns taken.

Each molding my being!
Reflective, sometimes 
intense, Memories . . .

Solemn reviews of 
opportunities missed,

Each defining my being!
Happy, and sometimes 
poignant, Memories . . .
Recalling mountaintops

as well as valleys,
Every path shaping 

my being.

Memories

Anne Shelton
September 16, 2002

By John Pigg
After nearly a year of searching, the Goodwood Boulevard 

church of Christ in Baton Rouge, LA has selected a new preacher.  
Joshua and Heather Fowler and their three children made their 
move the first of September.  Joshua is in his late 30’s and holds 
two BA degrees, one in Bible, from Oklahoma Christian University.  
He worked in business for a time, and for several years he served as 
youth and associate minister for two different congregations in the 
mid-west.  

Joshua is looking forward to his first full-time pulpit preaching 
opportunity. The Goodwood church is likewise anticipating a long 
and profitable ministry with his family.  The church is overseen by 
three outstanding elders, Jim Lackie, Clayton Goodrum, and Tom 
Kelso, and it has eight dedicated deacons.  

This wonderful congregation of about 200 members is making a 
significant spiritual impact throughout the city of Baton Rouge.  The 
church meets in a beautiful building on a major east/west thorough-
fare in the NE section of the city.  A large number of members are 
committed and involved in a variety of outreach ministries conduct-
ed on a daily basis.  For example, they operate a “Mother’s Day Out” 
program three days a week that cares for over 20 preschool children, 
most of which are non-members.  Goodwood has had a great past 
in reaching out with the gospel both at Baton Rouge and abroad, 
and I am confident that with Joshua’s leadership and God’s help, this 
congregation is in store for greater growth spiritually and numerical-
ly in the future.  

When I retired from full-time ministry, after 15 years with 
the Lake Harbour Drive church of Christ in Ridgeland, MS, (the 
beginning of 2014), Beth and I wanted to take several months to 
enjoy some “R & R.”  However, it was never our desire to retire from 
serving the Lord anyway we could.  We wanted to continue working 
with the church in Ridgeland, and I wanted to make myself available 
to fill the pulpit for other congregations.  Living in the Jackson area 
allows me to drive in every direction from the center of the state.  

Soon after I retired, an invitation came from the elders of 
the I-20 church in Vicksburg to preach for them periodically for 

a few months while they searched for a new preacher.  Not long 
afterwards, I got a call from the Goodwood congregation in Baton 
Rouge.  The church had been dealing with some internal difficulties 
and the elders wisely decided to postpone their search a few months 
and temporarily bring in an experienced minister to fill the pulpit 
each Sunday.  They felt an interim preacher could help bring spiri-
tual stability and create a healthier, happier, and more harmonious 
church.  Beth and I have been marvelously blessed by God to serve 
in this capacity for the Goodwood church for the last ten months.  
As a result the congregation is more unified than it has been in years 
and ready to reach out and grow spiritually and numerically. 

I have already begun filling the pulpit on Sundays for the Yazoo 
City church while they search for a preacher, but if your congrega-
tion is ever in need of such assistance, or you need the services of 
an interim minister for whatever reason, I can be reached at 297 
Woodrun Drive, Ridgeland, MS, 39157 (cell: 601-842-7801 or 601-
856-8754 & email: jpigg1@comcast.net).  

Rolling Fork Youth Provide ....

Goodwood Church in Baton Rouge 

Fowler Moves In; Pigg Moves On

Elders: Jim Lackie, Clayton Goodrum and Tom Kelso with John Pigg (on right)

Ladies’ Day at Bay Springs, MS.
October 17, 2015

Madolyn Gibson is to be the speaker for the Ladies Day at the Bay 
Springs church of Christ. The date is October 17, 2015. Registration is at 
8:30 A.M. with a continental breakfast.  Lunch will also be served; to be 

dismissed after lunch. Please attend if at all possible. 
You will be glad you did.

Ladies’ Day
Quitman Church of Christ

124 Long Blvd., Quitman, Mississippi 

601-776-2413
“Think on These Things”

(Philippians 4:8)
Guest Speaker

Lauren Bookout
Saturday, September 26, 2015

8:30 -- Registration and Coffee
9:00 - 12:00 -- Program

Lunch Provided
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Meridian Church Welcomes Collins Couple
Bill and Sabrina Collins have just moved from DeQuincy, LA to work with 

the Meridian church of Christ.  For many years, Bill was an elder for the Orange 
Grove church of Christ in Gulfport, MS where he also served as a director of the 
Gulf Coast Bible Camp.  Bill and I worked 
together on many different projects when I was 
the preacher for the Enterprise Blvd Church 
in Lake Charles.  The two churches where we 
preached are in the same Louisiana parish.  We 
are excited that Bill and Sabrina are back in 
Mississippi.  The Meridian church is anoth-
er great congregation in our state led by two 
elders, Dwight Callens and Tom Fair. We pray 
the church will continue to grow! 

Ripley Church Welcomes New Preacher 
Josh and Moriah McCrary and their four children have just moved from Me-

ridian to Ripley, Mississippi  Josh, for the last six years, has been preaching for the 
Meridian Church of Christ (Hwy 19) and now is the new preacher for the Ripley 
Church of Christ (Hall Street).  I was privileged to serve as the interim preacher for 

the Ripley church for 
the last several months.  
This is a wonderful, lov-
ing church. We are ex-
cited for the McCrarys 
and the Ripley congre-
gation.  We believe and 
pray that great things 
will happen for the 
glory of the kingdom in 
Ripley, Mississippi. 

Natchez’ Covington Road Church 
Recently Moved to New Location

The Covington Road Church of Christ recently sold their building and moved 
to different location in Natchez, MS.  
They also encouraged Denny and 
Janie Calloway, who had retired from 
preaching, to move back to Natchez to 
work with them.  Their new building 
is at 310 Briarwood Road in Natchez.   
Welcome back to Mississippi -- Den-
ny and Janie.  We pray that the work 
will grow and be a shining light in this 
lovely south Mississippi town.  

Coffeeville visit
Glenda and I attended a service of a gospel meeting at the 
Coffeeville congregation where we heard a great message 
from Joe Ruiz on “Where do we go when we die?”  I was able 
to visit with their new preacher, Heath Lindley.  We are 
thankful for an encouraging visit with the growing Cof-
feeville church.

Unity Fellowship Sunday in Lake Charles, LA

Two Churches; One Joint Sunday Service
Two local congregations of the Lord’s Church united for a very important 

and inspiring worship service and fellowship meal Sunday, August 30. Members 
of the Mill Street church of Christ, a predominantly black church, met togeth-
er with those of the Enterprise Boulevard church of Christ (EBCC), which is 
predominantly white, in a wholly unified effort to praise God and honor Jesus’ 
prayer “that they may all be one.” 

The congregations have a long and positive history with one another, going 
back more than 40 years. They have held joint fellowships and even traded 
preachers before, but this event, an integrated Sunday morning church service, 
was a first. 

The theme of unity 
in Christ was extolled 
and exemplified through-
out the morning. Song 
leaders Doug Berry and 
Levert Blount co-led the 
church in an uplifting 
medley; men from both 
congregations led prayers 
and served; and preaching 
ministers Jason Clark 
and Courtney Jones 
even shared the pulpit, 
delivering a unique back-
and-forth, dialogue-style sermon. 

At the sermon’s conclusion, one young man came forward and was baptized. 
The crowd, numbering just over 430, burst into spontaneous applause as he arose 
from the water. Finally, everyone enjoyed a fellowship meal together with food 
provided by both churches. 

Lake Charles Mayor, Randy Roach, was also in attendance and expressed 
his deep admiration for what the two congregations were trying to do. He en-
couraged them to continue and pledged his and the city’s utmost support for any 
future events. Many members from both congregations could be heard saying 
that it is their sincere desire that this is only the beginning of the unification ef-
forts for these two congregations of the Lord’s church. (Information for this news 
report was from taken from an article sent to the MM from Lake Charles.)

A Vist at Red Hill 
(East of Duck Hill, MS)  

Cole Surrell preaches for this country congregation 
which is, as Sister Helen Gordon stated, “in the middle of 
nowhere.” The church is growing and has between 40 and 
50 in attendance.  Cole is also preaching a gospel meet-
ing for this congregation September 14-16 dealing with 
the topic of “The Leadership Challenge.”  Glenda and I 
enjoyed our drop in visit with this very friendly congrega-
tion. 

Courtney Jones and Jason Clark

Heath Lindley

Cole Surrell



The television program, “In Search of 
the Lord’s Way,” was begun 35 years ago 
(1980) by Mack Lyon, preacher for the 
Lord’s church in Wewoka, Oklahoma.  The 
first telecast, aired on the first Sunday in 
September, was on channel 10 in Ada, 
Oklahoma. This was the beginning of 
what has become a world-wide televi-
sion and radio ministry, now under the 
oversight of the elders of the church in Edmond, Oklahoma. 

In Search of the Lord’s Way now appears on all 210 television 
markets in the United States. “Search” appears on nearly 150 
local cable stations and on 50 radio stations. It is seen in 45 other 
countries and reaches a potential audience of 300 to 400 million 
each week.

A few years ago, because of brother Lyon’s advancing age 
and failing health, Phil Sanders (a former Mississippi preacher), 
replaced him as speaker on the program. We were saddened to 
learn that brother Mack Lyon passed from this life on Wednesday 
night, August 5, 2015. May God bless all. 
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“In Search of the Lord’s Way”

“Chuck” Henderson Passes Away
Long time Christian and Rolling Fork businessman 

Charles V.  Henderson, 87, passed 
away on July 4, 2015. Known to his 
many friends simply as “Chuck” he 
became a local legend to many. He 
was very active in the local church 
and the community. He and his wife, 
Dorothy, of 62 years, were members 
of the Rolling Fork church of Christ 
where Chuck had served as a leader 
for over 50 years. 

Chuck will be missed by his wife, Dorothy, sons Gary 
and Greg and his daughter, Lisa, and their families; as well 
as his spiritual family and the entire community of Rolling 
Fork. (Submitted to MM by Norman J. Maranto, preacher for 
the Rolling Fork Church of Christ)

Preacher at Quitman Church
Since March 15, 2015

Stephen Higley grew up under the influence of the church of Christ in Bremen, GA, where his 
father currently serves as an elder.  He is thankful to say that he is a “4th generation Christian” (on both 
sides of the family) and that many elders can be found in his family.  He grew up doing door-knocking 
work in South Georgia.  

Stephen, Quitman’s new preacher, graduated from the Memphis School of Preaching Class of 
2010.  He has worked with congregations in Arkansas, Georgia, New Zealand and now in Quitman, 
MS.  He also served interim minister positions with congregations in Alabama and Georgia. He has 
conducted several Gospel Meetings and has led campaigns in New Zealand while serving there as a 
missionary.  

He is grateful to be married to Hannah, who he described as “a beautiful woman who grew up in 
Palmerston North, New Zealand.

Stephen expressed appreciation to the Quitman church (attendance of about 45), saying, “They have been great since we arrived.”  He said 
the congregation has a good Bible school program, a couple of ladies’ classes and a great VBS program.  Additional community involvement of the 
church includes sending food to the cancer ward at the Hospital in Meridian, MS, a benevolent room and a prison ministry at Lost Gap Correctional 
Facility in Meridian, MS.  They church also sends out “House-to-House/Heart-to-Heart.” 

(A very special thanks to Stephen for sending information to the MM from which this report has been compiled. alf, editor)

Columbus Church 
(10th Avenue)

“Strong and Growing”
When you arrive in Columbus, Mississippi, one of the 

first things you see is a sign that says something like, “Co-
lumbus, a Friendly City”.  Willie McCord, who has been 
the preacher for the 10th Avenue church since last year 
suggested to the congregation if the city has as its goal to 
be a friendly city, the church should be even more so.

It was obvious to Glenda and me that the 10th 
Avenue church is trying very hard to be a very friendly 
congregation.  

The weekend of our visit they were having a Youth 
Extravaganzas!  We were informed that Archie Bennett, 
from the church in Fayette, MS, had given a powerful 
sermon on, “Are Your Youth Safe?”  The 10th Avenue 
congregation usually has around 135 in attendance and 
between three and four thousand dollars in weekly con-
tribution.  The church is led by two brothers who serve as 
elders, Arthur Burr and Ervin Burr.  A couple of months 
ago, they had a “Pew Packers” event and reached 397 in 
attendance.  The church also has purchased eleven acres 
of land in a prominent location and have plans to build a 
new building.  

We are thankful to have Willie and his family back in 
Mississippi and pray that the 10th Avenue church will be 
“strong and growing” in their efforts to please the Lord.  

Sardis Lake Christian Camp 
(SLCC) Is Looking for a New Camp Administrator. 

Sardis Lake Christian Camp is about families.  
Parents are greatly appreciated who, in a 
desire to influence their children spiritually,  
send them to Sardis camp each summer; 
such as the Dunn family (Garrett, Jimmy,  
DeAnna and Etham), who are from Kosciusko 
and worship with the South Huntington 
Street church. 

Sardis Lake is 
about families

Verdean & Willie McCord 

SLCC is located in northwest Mississippi within walking 
distance of the beautiful Sardis Lake, approximately one hour 
south of Memphis ,TN and twenty minutes west of Oxford, 
MS—home of the University of Mississippi.

The camp administrator will be the face of SLCC. Some 
of the duties will include overseeing camp maintenance and 
upkeep, traveling to raise funds and awareness for SLCC, over-
seeing Sunday registration during summer camp, and being 
on call for all camp and retreat directors. 

Most importantly, the new administrator will be a man 
of God. He should be an upstanding member of a church of 

Christ. He should have a heart for children and a desire to 
invest in their longterm spiritual development. 

Salary will be competitive and commiserate with skill 
and experience. Benefits will include a house and a camp 
truck.

It is the desire of the board of SLCC to begin conducting 
interviews by October 1, 2015 and to fill the position of camp 
administrator by January 1, 2016.

To apply please send a resumé with at least four referenc-
es to: info@sardislakechristiancamp.org. Any person inter-
viewed will be expected to submit to a full background check.
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By Paul Franks
For the past four 

years the Winona 
church of Christ has 
sponsored an expanded 
mission effort in their 
community.  This year 
four other churches, 
along with the Winona 
congregation, came 
together to conduct this 
event.  The four churches were the Johnson 
Grove church near Brookhaven, MS; the 
Starkville church, the Bolivar congregation 
in Cleveland and the Siwell Road church in 
Jackson, MS. 

Shane Meredith, local preacher for the 
Winona church, said that more than 80 people 
from the churches previously named partic-
ipated in the event this year.   According to 
Shane, their goal was “to be of 
service in the community and 
let people see Jesus.”  Every-
one should be looking for 
opportunities to share Christ 
with those with whom they 
come in contact.

Last year some of the 
group led by Wesley Thomp-
son from Starkville (and 
other places) helped a single 
mother by doing repairs on 
her house.  When, howev-
er, Wesley was leaving the 
house, as he backed out of the 
driveway, he accidently tore 
down the mailbox belonging 
to a man who lived across the street.  That en-
counter turned into an opportunity for a Bible 

Study.  The man was later baptized into Christ! 
This year three houses were painted, an 

awning was built over a porch and some work 
was done for one of the schools.  Each night 
the group conducted a “youth rally” with very 
special activities.  During the day, as the many 
of the youth worked on repair projects, Derek 
and Hanna Broome, from the Siwell Road 
church in Jackson, conducted a community 
VBS at the church building.  Feeding everyone 
was important. This job fell on several of the 
ladies of the Winona church family.

On Sunday Chase Surrell, originally from 
Winona -- now serving as youth minister 
for the Christian Chapel church near Amo-
ry, Mississippi, began a gospel meeting with 
the Oak Ridge Church, near Kosciusko.  On 
Sunday night, everyone connected with the 
youth event in Winona boarded buses and 
traveled to the Oak Ridge church in Attala 

County to attend the evening 
services.  Over 100 people 
were present at Oak Ridge 
that night, setting a new 
attendance record of 109 for 
this rural congregation in 
Attala county. 

The Winona church, in 
central Mississippi, is served 
by two elders, Ralph Pace 
and Bo Surrell.  This year’s 
theme for the special mission 
efforts was, “Following Jesus, 
One Step at a time.” 

Feeding everyone was 
important. This job fell on 
several of the ladies of the 

Winona church family.
“Following Jesus, One Step at a time.”   

 
Work Camp • VBS • Youth Rally 2015

Shane Meredith

Ladies did a great job keeping everyone filled. 

You Are Invited To Our 1st 

MS-TN-AL 
Magnolia Messenger 

RV Rally 
To be held at one of the prettiest state 

parks in Mississippi

J.P. Coleman State Park
(Northeast Mississippi, near luka)

Wednesday, November 4, thru 
Saturday, November 7, 2015 

Chase Surrell

Tentative Plans, Lord Willing
     Wednesday evening, we will have ham-
burger cookout and a singing at the camp-
ground. Thursday, we will start the morn-
ing with a get acquainted Devotional in the 
beautiful meeting room in the convention 
center next to the motel. Thursday at noon 
we will have a potluck meal. Thursday 
afternoon we will start three tournaments; 
washers, dominos, and rook. Trophies will 
be awarded to the winners. Thursday night 
we will have barbeque supper and a Bible 
lesson from Rodney Livingston. 
     Friday we will have potluck sandwiches 
and that evening a fish fry with Tony Brown 

giving us a Bible lesson. During the day we 
will continue our tournaments. Saturday 
morning, Ronnie Livingston will prepare 
breakfast for all of us and then at 9:30 AM 
we will have an auction to raise funds to 
pay for the rally (left-overs going to the 
Magnolia Messenger.) We are asking you 
to bring an item of value that could be 
auctioned. The rally will conclude around 
noon on Saturday. 
     You can arrive early and stay late. The 
cost for the rally is FREE. The only cost you 
have will be for your RV site which is around 
$22.00 per night. You don’t have to have 
an RV to attend this rally. The park has a 

beautiful motel and has cabins for rent. The 
cost is reasonable.   You can call the park at 
662-423-6515 or go to their website, www.
mdwfp.comand make your reservations. 

The rally masters are 
Ronnie and Cathy Livingston, 

662-720-6015 
cathy.livingston@norbord.com and 

Carl and Cathy Powell 
256-483-0422 

carlpoweIl2@cp3.com and 
or you may call Paul Franks at 

662-792-2700 
Hope to see you at J. P. Coleman State Park. 

The fall foliage should be beautiful in early November. 
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By Paul Franks
Over two decades ago, the Waterview Church of Christ 

near Dallas, TX sent a group of mostly men to the city of 
Klapedia in western Lithuania on the Baltic Sea.  Their goal 
was to visit and study the Bible with 200 people.  Within a 
short time, however, over 2,000 people expressed interest in 
Bible Study and, as a result, the Lord’s church was started in 
the city.  For the first few years the church grew and pros-
pered; but, some problems developed and 
the church began to decline. Also, when 
Lithuania joined the European Union, 
travel from one country to another was 
made easy and many new converts found 
better jobs in other countries. 

Today, the church in Klapedia is left 
with a beautiful building but only a small 
group of Christians. They are blessed with 
two preachers.  The only other church of 
Christ meeting regularly in the country is 
in the capital city of Lithuania -- Vilnius.  
In Kaunas, the second largest city in the 
country, there is one family that meets in 
their home.  A good friend of mine, Vladimir, is trying to 
raise funds to go there on a regular basis to preach and work 
with this church.  

In 1997, I was planning a mission trip to Honduras; 
but things didn’t work out for me to go.   Danny Dodd and 
Bud Myer, who had gone to Lithuania a couple of times, 
invited me and some others to go to Lithuania and help 
with the beginning of summer Christian camps for young 
people.   After nearly twenty years, Christian youth camps 
have proven to be one of the most productive out-reaches in 
this European country.

In June of this year, Matt Bell and a group from Pen-
sacola, Florida went to Lithuania to conduct a camp for the 
younger children.  Then, in July, Jeremy Geurin from Raleigh, 

North Carolina and I, along with a group of 15 other work-
ers from America, went to conduct a camp for older children 
(teens). Shortly thereafter,  Danny Dodd took a group from 
Little Rock, AR to conduct a family camp.  All of these are 
held at what is called “Camp Ruta” -- about one hour north 
of Vilnius.  

Our teen week was a great success.  We had young peo-
ple from several towns and cities around Lithuania.  We were 

thrilled to witnessed six teenagers give 
their life to witness Christ and put Him 
on in baptism. We saw the faith of the 
American workers grow and mature. We 
are thankful for the privilege of encourag-
ing and building up the two churches in 
that country.  

When you get over 100 young peo-
ple together, occasionally you will have an 
accident.  Elijah Brown from the Cham-
pions congregation in Houston got hurt 
playing volley ball.  We are thankful that 
he is now doing much better.  

The Enterprise Blvd congregation 
in Lake Charles, LA, where I was a preacher for over nine 
years, has served as the sponsoring congregation for this 
European mission work.  They have helped me each year 
in raising funds to operate the teen session.  Several people 
from Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama and Texas make this 
session possible with their generous contributions.   I want 
to especially thank Doug Berry who is the Enterprise Blvd 
congregation’s office administrator and John and Debra 
Sigmund, the church treasurer, for their valuable assistance in 
making this camp possible.    

We believe that we are planting the seed in the hearts 
of 100’s of young people. We have faith that God will con-
tinue to give the increase.  Thank you for your support and 
prayers.  

Lithuania in Europe
A Great Mission Work

Sardis Lake 
Christian Camp 

2015
908 Campers
28 Baptisms

By Paul Franks
    Sardis Lake Christian Camp (near Sardis, 
Mississippi, had a record summer in 2015..  
Over 1,000 young people attended during the 
several sessions of camp, resulting in dozens of 
baptisms.  Glenda and I were privileged to go 
up from Kosciusko on a special night during the 
4th session directed by Robert Rawson, Terry 
Smith and Bobby Rawson. 

Danny Jones was given a plaque for his 
many years of service to the camp. Carey File, 

who serves on the board, was seen making 
homemade root beer for the kids. It was “Family 
Night” and, at the end, a fireworks show was 
held with 1000’s from the community driving 
out to watch.  It was a great night.  

We also got to visit with some other Kos-
ciusko folks, Jimmy and DeAnna Dunn.  Jimmy 
attended Sardis Camp when he was young and 
now their two boys are attending. 

(See picture on page 13)

Paul & Glenda Franks

Houston, MS Church 
looking for a Preacher

Brother Franks: 
The South Jackson Street church of 

Christ in Houston, Mississippi,  will 
be needing a preacher soon.  Luskey 
Green is  leaving them due  to the 
health of his wife.   If you know of 
someone looking for a nice communi-
ty and congregation, he could contact  
James Estes (662-456-4012).   
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The 9th Annual Cox Boule-
vard “Back to the Bible Cam-
paign” was hosted by the High-
way 15 church of Christ from 
July 24-31, 2015 in Pontotoc, 
Mississippi. It resulted in 13 bap-
tisms and 1 restoration.  Ninety 
eight campaigners 
from five different 
states knocked 6,600 
doors in Pontotoc 
and the surrounding 
areas for six consec-
utive days. Between 
Saturday (July 25) 
and Thursday (July 
30), a total of 126 
people agreed to a 
Bible study. Ninety 
eight of those studies 
were scheduled to be 
taught between Sat-
urday (25 July) and 
Thursday (30 July). 
Forty two of the 
ninety eight studies were taught!  
The remaining 56 studies (people 
either canceled or did not show 
up) were contacted again and 
were given the opportunity to 
reset the study. The remaining 

twenty eight studies are to be 
taught by the members of the 
Highway 15 church.  Fourteen of 
the studies were scheduled to be 
taught Friday, July 31 and four-
teen to be taught in August. 

The elders of the Highway 15 
church, Gene Col-
lums, Brent Salmon 
and Randy Swanson 
and their preacher, 
Justin Beard, had 
prepared their mem-
bers to teach Bible 
Studies, months 
before the campaign 
began. Ten congre-
gations, in addition 
to Hwy 15 and Cox 
Blvd, sent a total of 
thirty eight members 
to help the Highway 
15 congregation 
knock doors and 
teach Bible Studies. 

In addition to teaching the 
Bible studies, there were nu-
merous prayer requests and 
“Call Backs” (people who would 
not commit to a definite time 
for study, and requested to be 

contacted later). On average, 
during a campaign, twenty doors 
are knocked in an hour by a two 
person team.  A Bible Study is 
usually set after knocking fifty to 
sixty doors. Once or twice a day, 
when knocking doors, a team is 
usually asked to pray for a family 
member. On the average, there is 
a “Call Back” request every fifty 
doors knocked. One of the cam-
paigners said she had thirty “Call 
Backs” and intended to person-
ally follow up on her own. This 
means on this campaign about 
every 20-25 doors someone 
agreed to either a Bible Study, a 
“Call Back” or asked for prayers. 
These campaigns are conducted 
each year by the Cox Blvd church 
of Christ, 303 Cox Blvd, Shef-
field, AL 35660. 

If your congregation is in-
terested in learning more about 
a “Back to the Bible Workshop 
and/or Campaign,” using the 
Safety Chain of Scriptures, 
contact: 
Russ Blackwell
Cox Blvd Church of Christ, 
Sheffield, AL 35660 

6,600 
Doors Knocked

126 
Bible Studies 

98 Campaigners (5 States)

13 
Baptisms;

 
1 

Restoration

Thank God!

When You Hear Someone Say, 

‘Knocking Doors Doesn’t Work.’ 
Tell Them to Call Me.” 

Justin Beard, Preacher  
Hwy 15 Church of Christ   •   Pontotoc, MS 38863  

 Telephone: 205-546-9072

Mission Lectures Held at Union Church
On Saturday, July 18, 2015, the Union church of Christ, near Philadelphia, Mississippi, hosted the 3rd East MS Mission 
Lectures. The speakers representing the various mission works are pictured. [From left]: Thurman Hodge (Coordinator/
MC; Louis Rushmore (“World Evangelism”); Don Roberson (Mexico Missions); Perry Jinkerson (MSU Christian Center); 
Greg Hamlin (Gospel to Africa); Irven Skinner (India Missions) and A. L. Franks (“Magnolia Messenger”)

Who’s Who Among 
Servant Leaders in Churches of Christ

(An Award Program)

By Paul Franks
     Bob and Mary McCafferty are members of the South Hun-
tington Street congregation in Kosciukso where Bob serves as an 
elder.  For more than 
30 years, he has been 
actively involved 
with the local jail 
ministry. He and 
his wife, Mary, were 
both nominated in 
appreciation for their 
unselfish Christian 
service by an inmate 
Bob converted a few 
years ago. The Mc-
Caffertys are a great Christian couple, loved and respected by their 
spiritual church family in Kosciusko. 
     Each person who has been nominated in recent months by 
readers of the MM has been sent a beautiful certificate (see photo 
above).  Also, it has been decided that Evelyn Sue Hamrick from 
Pace, Florida will be the recipient of the first plaque to be awarded 
from this program.  (We plan a story about her.)  
     If you would like to nominate someone for this program, please 
let us know.  We hope to have pictures and stories of others who 
have received certificates in upcoming issues of the Magnolia Mes-
senger. We appreciate you sending in your nominations. 

Pews For Sale! 
30 real wood padded pews for sale for $250 dollars a piece. Pews can 
seat at least 300 people, and each pew is 15ft long. Pads are located on 
the rear and back of the pew. Buyer must load and unload pews upon 
purchase. The pulpit is included in the price. Great price and pews are 
in excellent shape! 

andrewitson@gmail.com
334-233-9085

Where did my friends go?
As I sit here all alone,

I wonder where my friends have gone.
I remember days not long ago,

They would come to visit, to say hello.
They say “times have changed.”

But should this be, 
A lonely time for people like me?

My life is blessed with many things,
But I miss the feelings that friendships bring.

When you are left all alone,
You wonder where your friends have gone. 

by Marnece Moore (Age 84)  
(August, 2015; Kosciusko, MS)

PURE RELIGION:  “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, 

and to keep himself unspotted from the world.” (James 1:27)
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2016 Faulkner Lectures

Date: February 28 – March 4

Save the Date ribbonCHRIST
ALONE

2016 Faulkner Lectures
February 28 - March 3

“Salvation in No One Else” (Acts 4:12)

SAVE  

THE  D
ATE Faulkner University

A  C H R I S T I A N  U N I V E R S I T Y

kingdom will be thrown into 
the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 
8:11-12). What would be the 
point of that promise if we did 
not know who Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob were and they did not 
know us?” 

In 2 
Samuel 
12:23, 
King 
David is 
comforted 
after his 
child’s 
death 
by this 
consider-
ation: “But 
now he is 
dead. Why 
should I fast? Can I bring him 
back again? I shall go to him, 
but he will not return to me.” 
What comfort would “I shall go 
to him” be, if David could not 
recognize his son? 

More significantly, however, 
consider carefully Jesus exchange 
with the Sadducees who did not 
believe in resurrection. 

On the same day in which 
several of the Jewish sects--usu-
ally at odds with one another-- 
combined to ask Jesus clever 

questions designed to be unan-
swerable, the Sadducees brought 
a hypothetical situation in which 
one woman had ten husbands 
during her lifetime. 

Under the double standard 
that existed at that time, it is 
worth noting that if it had been 
one man with seven wives, it 

would not have been a problem. 
It is one woman with seven hus-
bands that was unthinkable. 

Jesus answered them, two 
ways. “You are wrong, because 
you know neither the Scriptures 
nor the power of God.” God has 
the power to take care of the 
woman with seven husbands 
problem. “For in the resurrection 
they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are like angels 
in heaven.” 

Here, however, is the 

Scriptural consideration. “And as 
for the resurrection of the dead, 
have you not read what was said 
to you by God: ‘I am the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, 
and the God of Jacob’? He is not 
God of the dead, but of the liv-
ing.” And when the crowd heard 
it, they were astonished at his 

teaching” (quota-
tions from Matthew 
22:29-33). 

The Exo-
dus context of 
the quotation is 
significant. God is 
talking to Moses at 
the burning bush 
after Moses has 
fled from Egypt. 
Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob have long 
since been “dead.” 
But God said “I 

am the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob,” not, “I was the God 
of. . . . “ The Saduccees would 
not dispute the axiom, “God is 
not the God of the dead but of 
the living.” The forced conclu-
sion, therefore, is “Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob” are somewhere 
living.” 

However, there is more here 
than is usually noted. “Resurrec-
tion” is more than just continued 
life. The Greeks believed in life 
after death, the immortality of 

the soul,” but that did not neces-
sarily involve the continuation of 
the personality, as “resurrection” 
does. 

God said, “I am the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,” 
and “God is not the God of 
the dead but of the living.” The 
forced conclusion is not only, 
“Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are 
living somewhere,” but also, 

“Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are 
still Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
When Christ comes again and 
we are raised from the dead, 
although we will have imperish-
able, immortal, glorious, spiritual 
bodies, I will still be me and 
you will still be you. Looking 
forward to a glorious reunion 
with redeemed loved ones is a 
legitimate Christian hope. 

Besides that, who would deny that 
Jesus could appear and disappear and 

come through locked doors, as well 
as walk on water and raise the dead, 

during his sojourn on earth before His 
crucifixion and resurrection?

Bible Questions & Answers
Continued from page 3

Messenger RV Rallies
1st Annual  AL-MS-TN  Rally 

November 4-7, 2015

J. P. Coleman State Park; Iuka, MS 
Cabins, lodge rooms and 

RV sites available! 
Call the park early for 

reservations at 662-423-6515

Rally Masters:  
Ronnie and Cathy Livingston

  662-720-6015
cathy.livingston@norbord.com

Carl and Cathy Powell;
256-483-0422

carlpowell2@cp3.com

What About Those in Hell? I do not know about those in Hell. Scripture, as far 
as I know, does not answer that question. Since I would 
have to be in hell to know whether I could recognize them 
or not, I do not expect to ever know the answer to that 
question. 

Some object to the idea that we will recognize one 
another in heaven on the basis that it will be too sad when 
we realize who is not there. My reaction is to say the same 
thing Jesus said to the Sadducees about the seven-times 
married woman: “ You do err not knowing the power of 
God.” God can take care of that. 

You do not love anyone any more than God loves 
them. “The Judge of all the earth will do right.” When we 
see all things as God sees them, we will understand and be 
content that all has been done well. 

I may not know you now, beloved brother or sister, but 
after the resurrection, we will know one another, love one 
another, and enjoy eternal fellowship with one another. 
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By Robert Shelton
     In the recently released book, “A History of Churches 
of Christ in Cuba,” by Jose Antonio Fernandez and Tim-
othy Archer, it was noted that, upon his arrival in Cuba 
on October 28, 1492, Christopher Columbus said, “This 
is the most beautiful land that human eyes have ever 
seen”.  This not only describes the beauty of the land, 
but is also an apt description of the beauty of the people.  
Cubans are the most loving, friendly and generous peo-
ple I have ever encountered.
     On March 10, 2015, I departed Clinton and arrived 
in Cuba on March 11.  Because there are no commer-
cial flights between the U.S. and Cuba it is necessary to 
go through another country.  For the past several years 
I have chosen to go through the Cayman Islands.  My 
flight arrives in Grand Cayman about 1:30 p.m. and a 
flight to Matanzas departs 
the next day about 2:20 
p.m.  Upon arrival in Ha-
vana I am met by someone 
from Matanzas, and we 
then travel about an hour 
and a half to two hours to 
Matanzas.

     Monday through 
Friday: Each day begins 
with a devotional/prayer 
service at 8 o’clock.  The 
devotional usually lasts 
about 45 minutes, and the 
rest of the day is spent 
visiting and/or conducting 
Bible studies.  The day 
ends between 10:00 P.M. 
and midnight.  The last 
study of the day usually 
ends about 10:00 P.M. or later.  If there are persons 
requesting baptism, and there usually are, we go immedi-
ately to the church building and baptize them.  Many of 
these studies are a 30-minute drive, or further, from the 
church building which means it could be 11:30 or later 
before we are through for the day.
     The city of Matanzas is the capital of the very large 
province of Matanzas.  Very few people in Cuba have 
cars; therefore, if there is not a congregation meeting 
nearby they cannot get to worship.  Because of this, the 
congregation in Matanzas has started 49 other congre-
gations throughout the province.  Most of these con-
gregations depend on Tony Fernandez (the preacher in 
Matanzas) and other men of the Matanzas congregation 
to conduct worship services and preach for them.  Tony 
preaches seven times every Sunday.  First he preaches in 
Matanzas and then, beginning at 2 P.M., he preaches at 
a different congregation every hour and a half until about 
10:00 P.M.

     While I was there, the members of the church were 
constantly inviting their friends, neighbors and relatives 
into their homes for Bible studies.  Some would bring 
their friends to the church building during the day to 
study.  As a result of these studies, we had 40 baptisms 
during my 2-week stay!
     One particularly encouraging instance of people 
bringing friends involved a lady who was baptized early 
in the campaign and who immediately asked for cop-
ies of the Bible study book we were using so she could 
distribute them to friends.  About three days later she 
brought five friends to study some more and, as a result, 
all five were baptized.  In addition, she later brought 
another friend who studied and was baptized.
     Another example of the Cubans’ determination to 
learn the gospel and worship regularly was a man who 
pushed his sister in a wheelchair for at least a mile to 

attend midweek Bible study.  They had 
both been baptized earlier in the campaign.  
Another man skipped work one morning 
to attend a Bible study.  He was baptized 
that very morning and, then, happily went 
to work.
     An interesting event occurred during the 
second week of the campaign.  We trav-
eled about an hour and 20 minutes from 
Matanzas to Agramonte.  Here we found 
six people who, having already been taught, 
were ready to be baptized.  There was no 
place in the entire town with enough water 
for baptisms.  After about three days we re-
turned in another effort to baptize these six 
and, having learned that the city swimming 
pool had been filled, we rented the pool and 
all six were baptized that Sunday afternoon.
     The church in Matanzas has grown from 

25 in 1993 to about 1,000 today.  Of the 1,000 members, 
500 make up the church in the city of Matanzas and 500 
are in the mission churches throughout the province.

The church of Christ is currently 
the fastest growing religious 

institution in Cuba!
     This ongoing work in Cuba is under the oversight 
of the Clinton church of Christ, with additional fi-
nancial support provided by other congregations.  The 
Clinton church is located at 155 Broadway, Clinton, 
MS  39056.

Robert Shelton
115 Brookside Circle  •  Clinton, MS 39056

 robertshelton2@bellsouth.net

a report from robert

32nd mission trip to cuba

Robert Shelton baptizing Cuban convert with assistance from translator
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By John Gardner
    I do not claim to be an expert on anything, 
especially marriage.  However, the Lord has richly 
blessed me with 50 years of marriage to a wonderful 
woman (Linda) and I have had the privilege and 
responsibility of teaching what God’s Word says 
about marriage for almost that same length of time.  
As other preachers have done, I have counseled many 
couples before, during, and sometimes after marriag-
es.  I have been careful to learn what I could about 
what strengthens marriages 
and even saves some on the 
brink of disintegration.
    Here are three S’s that 
can go a long way toward 
making marriage better and 
stronger.  It should be noted 
that these are built square-
ly on what our Father in 
heaven commands his sons 
and daughters to do for each 
other in godly marriages.  
They are more than suggestions drawn from human 
experience.  They are the revealed will of God who 
wants marriages to succeed.  The text is Ephesians 5: 
21 – 33.

v SUBMIT
    The first is submit.  Paul ends his inspired section 
of Scripture on walking wisely and worshipping 
worthily with the words, “submitting to one another 
out of reverence for Christ” (Ephesians 5: 21 English 
Standard Version).  The instruction is directed to all 
Christians in relationships with other saints.  It is a 
general rule for getting along in ways that shows a 
reverence for Christ.  So husbands and wives must 
learn when and how to submit to one another in 
their marriage relationship as those who would fear 
their Lord.
    Because wives receive special instruction on sub-
mitting to their husbands “as to the Lord” (Ephe-
sians 5: 22, 24), husbands may overlook their need 
to submit to their wives under certain circumstances.  
The husband is indeed the “head of the wife” and 
“everything” in that relationship is ultimately under 
his leadership (Ephesians 5: 23, 24).  However, that 
should not rule out specific times, places, and condi-
tions in which he defers to the wishes or wisdom of 
his wife.  Wisdom is not restricted to males.  In fact, 
Wisdom in the Old Testament is often portrayed 
as a female when personified (Proverbs 8: 1 – 3; 9: 
1 - 3).  Happy the husband and wife when her daily 
submission to him makes it easy for him on occasion 

to gladly relinquish his preferences or plan to 
utilize the gift God has given him in the form of a 
wise woman (Proverbs 31: 26).

v SACRIFICE 
     The instruction to husbands and wives continues 
in Ephesians 5.  The second “s” is sacrifice.  When 
Paul teaches husbands that they should love their 
wives “as Christ loved the church” (V. 25) and “as 
their own bodies” (V. 28) and as they love themselves 
(“as himself,” V. 33), he leaves no doubt that he is 
talking about a self-sacrificing love.  Christ Himself, 
who “gave himself up” for the church, is the para-
mount example of sacrificing for the good of another 
(V. 25).  A husband who loves his wife should be 
willing to die for her, if need be.  But there is much 
more to it than that.  What about sacrificing precious 
chunks of time (life) to be with her, to bless her life, 
to build her up in Christ?  The gifts of time and 
attention are more valuable than luxuries.  A wife 
grieving at the end of a failed marriage said of her 
husband, “He gave me everything, but himself.” 
    Wives, too, need to learn how to lovingly sacri-
fice for their husbands.  Many do, but some do not.  
Being treated like a “queen” to them means never 
having to say no to self.  They sometimes can become 
demanding, expecting more and more sacrifice from 
their husbands.  They desperately need instruction on 
how to love their husbands and, maybe their children 
too (Titus 2: 4).
    Mutual self-sacrifice in a marriage is a beautiful 
thing.  It is joy to see that in an older couple who 
have learned the “dance” of serving and being served 
out of love for one another.  They make sacrifices for 
the other with little thought except “she (or he) likes 
that, or needs that.” 

v SPECIAL 
    The passage suggests that marriages could be 
strengthened if husband and wife will always treat 
the other as special.  Christ died and lives so the 
church can be his very special bride, the people of 
God.  He does all he can to make the bride beautiful 
and spotless, resplendent in glory (Vv. 26, 27).  No 
one can doubt that the church, even with its tem-
poral failings, is the apple of Christ’s eye.  And the 
church-bride should exalt Christ in every member’s 
heart so that he is revered and honored among men 
(Ephesians 1: 21 – 23; 3: 10, 11).  He is the one and 
only Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 4: 5); he has no 
rivals on earth or in the heavenly spirit realm.
    When husbands and wives treat each other as “the” 

special one, with no 
rivals, the beauty and 

power of marriage as it is 
intended to be shines forth.  

Daily compliments and courtesies go 
a long way toward enriching marriage.  Meaningful 
remembrances can do wonders, too.  Neglecting to 
reaffirm the specialness of one’s spouse because of 
busyness or selfishness is a mistake.  The little things 
that say, “You are special to me” add up over time.  A 
marriage enriched in that way will long endure in 
quality as well as in years.
    These three key words – submit, sacrifice, and spe-
cial—can strengthen a marriage and make it better 
no matter how good it was at the start.   The good 
news is that the concepts conveyed by those words 
can be implemented with our Father’s help at any 
time.   gardner.john43@gmail.com 

three S’s that can 

Strengthen Marriages

Searching for a Preacher
Yazoo City, MS

Yazoo City Church of Christ is looking for a 
sound dedicated Gospel preacher to come to 
our area where the church has existed for over 
70 years but needs to grow in faith and numbers. 
We need a man with pulpit experience who is 
willing to teach. A three bedroom house is pro-
vided with a good salary and some expenses. 

Please send resume, along with references, to 
Church of Christ; 1230 E. Broadway; Yazoo City, MS 

39194.  You may call Charles Fulgham at 
662-746-5865 or Wilburn DeLancey at 

662-673-9357 or 662-571-0899. 

Full-time Preacher Needed
Ferriday, LA

Ferriday Church of Christ, located in Ferriday, 
Louisiana, is seeking a full time minister. The 
congregation, consisting mostly of middle age 
to elderly, has 30 to 35 members. A brick home, 
located just down the street from the church 
building, is furnished. This would be a great work 
for an older preacher with lots of opportunities to 
get into the community. The compensation pack-
age will be discussed with interested persons. 
Please contact by phone or email the following:

J.L. Barker; 601-870-2535; hjbarker@hughesn.net
Mike Barker; 318-719-0671; 

michaelbarker@bellsouth.net
Jamie McCartney; 225-933-9154; 

Jamiemccartney2@yahoo.com

Church of Christ  •  1101 EE Wallace Blvd
Ferriday, LA 71334
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  Visiting among 

     Churches in north 
Mississippi

Senatobia church of Christ  -  April 12: 
     I visited with the Senatobia church of Christ. They celebrated their centennial. It was great to see 
so many former preachers and members who came for the celebration. During the first hour they 
recognized long standing members, charter members, former and present shepherds, and former 
and present ministers and their families.  It was wonderful to see so many friends from my home-

town. 
    Phil Sanders, a former minister there and present speaker 
for the TV program “In Search of the Lord’s Way,” was the 
speaker for the worship service. He talked about the death 
of Christ and three things the cross tells us. I was touched by 
his powerful lesson. He emphasized that Jesus said by the 
cross, “I love you,” “I want to forgive you,” and “Right or wrong 
doesn’t matter; Christ wants us to be saved.” He ended his 
lesson with a personal story of how his family was introduced 
to the Lord’s church. 

The service was followed by a fellowship meal with lots of good food.  The Harding Chorus performed in the 
afternoon. It was a wonderful day.

East Main church of Christ  - April 19: 
     I visited with the East Main church of Christ in Tupelo, MS. Gary Williams is the preacher there. He 
has served the church for 18 years. He is a MSP graduate and got his Master’s degree at FHU. I en-
joyed meeting him and his family. Andy Brown is their part-time youth minister. They are shepherd-
ed by three elders and have around 260 in attendance. They are involved in several works. They were 
planning a special Ladies Day in April with Christine Wilson. Also, the first Sunday in May was to be a 
special “Friends and Neighbor’s Day.” I pray they had success. It was good to meet the brethren there 
at East Main. 
     Gary taught the auditorium adult Bible class. They are 
studying the “Foundations Series” published by the Gospel 
Advocate. The lesson was on the Lord’s Supper. They consid-
ered 1 Corinthians 10:14-22 and 11:23-30. There was lots of 
discussion. It was a good class. 
     Gary preached in the worship service. His lesson was, “The 
Resurrection Lifestyle” from Colossians 3. He made several 
good points about how to live the resurrected lifestyle. We 
must remember who we are. We must realize our responsibilities as followers of Christ. We must 
recall our motivation for change. We must consider the reason for changing the way we live. We 
must look forward to the future return of Jesus. It was a good lesson. He continued the same theme 
Sunday night. 

Lee Acres church of Christ  - April 26: 
     I visited with the Lee Acres church of Christ in Tupelo, MS. 
Sam Garner has been the preacher there for three years. He 
has his DMin from ACU. The church has four elders and their attendance is around 114. It was 
great to meet Sam and his wife Rachel and the brethren there. They are involved in several 
community activities. They have adopted one of the local schools and helped with supplies. 
Also they offer 
a meal to those 
in need in the 
community. 
     They have 
been studying 
the book, “The 
Story” that tells 
about the story 
of Christ coming to save man from sin. They are at the end of the book which talks about Paul’s 
life. In the worship Sam talked about “Paul’s Final Days.” He used Paul’s letter to Timothy to talk 
about what Paul wanted for the church. He said, “The story of scripture is the only story worth 
living for.” 
In Bible class they continued their study of “The Story.” Sam used Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
to talk about the importance of Christians walking differently than people of the world. I 
enjoyed my visit with the church. 

Pine Bluff church of Christ  - April 5: 
    I was invited to preach at the Pine Bluff church of Christ in 
Toccopola, MS east of Oxford. I have been there several times, 
so it was good to see everyone. Luc Michaud and Nathan 
Swanson are the bi-vocational preachers there. They have two 
other preachers that come from Lee County to speak. They 
have no elders and around 40 in attendance. 
    I spoke in Bible class on, “The Freedom of Forgiveness,” 
using Matthew 18:21-35 as the text. It’s the parable of the 
unmerciful servant. It’s a great lesson on the nature of man’s judgment, the nature of divine forgive-
ness, and the nature of the human debt. 
In worship I spoke on, “Walk on Through the Night,” using John 4:46-54 as the text. It’s the story of 
the healing of the nobleman’s son. It’s a great example of trust in Christ. I enjoyed my visit

Antioch church of Christ  - May 3: 
     I was invited to speak at the Antioch church of Christ in Independence, MS. It was good 
to see everyone there. It’s been a few months since I’ve been there. In Bible class I began 
a study of three parables in Matthew 25. It’s an interesting study of the Second Coming of 
Jesus. In the worship I preached on John 4:46-54 the story of the healing of the Noble-
man’s son. It’s a great lesson about faith in God. 

Skyline church of Christ  - May 10: 
     I visited with the Skyline church of Christ in 
Tupelo, MS. Troy McNutt has been the minister 
there for 17 years. He is a graduate of the MSP. They 
have two elders and their attendance is around 80. 
The church has an interesting history. They closed 
their doors for several years; however, largely 
through the influence of two ladies and a preacher, 
the congregation was revived the church and has 
been growing ever since. The current leaders include 
grandchildren of these two ladies. They have lots of young families. Will Nichols serves as a 
part-time youth minister.
     Troy spoke in the worship. His theme the last two Sundays has been “The Goodness and 
Severity of God” based on Romans 11:22. Last week he talked about the goodness of God. I’m 
sorry I missed that good lesson. I got to hear about the severity of God. Obedience to God is 
the key. In Bible class Troy led the class in a discussion of the Patriarchal Age. Some of the class 
members gave reports on key figures in the Old Testament. It was a good class. 
     I enjoyed my visit with the church at Skyline, MS. Since my visit, different members of the 
congregation have written me thank you notes for the last three weeks. Each note expressed 
their appreciation for my visit. That was very encouraging. 

By Eddie Lewis
Missionary to North Mississippi, 
9423 Laurel Hill, 
Olive Branch, MS 38654. 
E-mail: lewis7946@gmail.com

Brian Thompson, Eddie Carthran, Sidney Gresham & Pat Ewing

Luc Michaud & Eddie Lewis 

Mike Jones & Phil Sanders

Troy & Susan McNutt

Lisa & Gary Williams
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West Main church of Christ - May 17:  
     I visited with the West Main church of Christ in Tupelo, MS. Doug Greenway is the minister 
there. They have four elders and their attendance is around 350. I have known Doug for a 
long time. He is from Paragould, AR.  I worked in Paragould back in the 1970’s and met Doug 
then. The church is active in several mission works. They support the “Dayspring” TV program 
sponsored by the Gloster Street church. It was a joy to see Doug and Vickie and visit with the 
congregation. 
      In the worship Doug preached on “Resolving Conflict in the Church” based on Romans 12:2 
and several of the Proverbs. 
He said we live in conflict 
every day, but the Christian 
needs to live a different kind 
of life. It was a good lesson. 
     At the end of the worship 
service James Taylor gave 
a report on their work with 
the Syktyvkar Bible School 
and Social Assistance Home 
in Russia. They are trying to 
raise money for a new home 
for one of the foster parents 
and native preacher. It is a very successful work and one that is doing much good in Russia. 
     I attended one of the Bible classes taught by one of the elders, Earl Nichols. He continued 
the theme of how to deal with conflict and considered Ephesians 4:25ff. Paul is talking about 
what a Christian life looks like. Most conflicts come from words. Paul tells us how to talk to 
each other. There was lots of discussion. It was a good class. I enjoyed my visit with the church. 

Eggville church of Christ  - May 24:
     I visited with the Eggville church of Christ northeast of Tupelo, MS.  Leon Willis has been the 
preacher there for almost 40 
years. It was good to meet 
him and the congregation. I 
found out that he is a cousin 
of June Franks. Another 
cousin attends there also, 
Jerry Willis and his wife, 
Caroline. The church has 
about 40 in attendance. 
     Leon asked me to deliver 
the sermon for the day. I was 
happy to do so. I    preached 
on the love of God. I used 
Luke 7:36-50 as my text. It’s 
the story of the woman who washed the feet of Jesus with her tears and anointed his feet with 
expensive ointment.  Jesus forgave her of her sins. 
     In Bible class Leon taught a lesson from the class book, “A Systematic Study of 1 Timothy –He-
brews” by Willard Conchin. They considered 1 Timothy 3. Leon asked several questions that got a 
lot of good discussion. It was a very interesting class. After church I got to eat lunch and visit with 
Leon, Jean, and Caroline. It was a good day.

Germantown church of Christ  - May 31: 
     I was invited to teach the auditorium Bible class at the Germantown church of Christ.  I 
appreciate so much the invitation to teach the class. Glenn Daily and John Thomas were out 
of town so they asked me to sub for them. It was great to see everyone at Germantown. 

Pleasant Valley church of Christ  - June 7: 
     I was invited to preach for the Pleasant Valley church of Christ, south of Marietta, MS. Ricky 
Green is the minister there. He was out of town and the leaders asked me to sub for him. This is 
my fourth time to speak there. I enjoy the congregation. It is a wonderful mix of ages. 
     In the worship I spoke on “The Freedom of Forgiveness” based on the story of the unmerciful 
servant in Matthew 18:21-35. It’s a great lesson on divine forgiveness.

North Brandon church of Christ June 12-14: 
     I was invited to preach in a gospel meeting for the North Brandon church of Christ, in Bran-
don, MS. John Gardner is the minister and one of the elders there. His associate minister is Greg 
Ledbetter from the Jackson area. Greg 
is also a graduate of MBC. The church 
has three elders and around 150 in 
attendance. They are involved in many 
works and served by six deacons. It was 
an honor for me to be asked to speak in 
their summer meeting. 
     The theme for the meeting was 
“Assurance in an Age of Doubt.” I talked 
about The assurance of God’s love, the 
assurance of forgiveness, the assurance 
of the church and salvation and ended 
with a lesson on the assurance of contentment, “It is Well with My Soul” based on Philippians 
4:10-23. We had one response to the invitation. A 37 year old man came forward and told me, 
“I’ve never been baptized. I want to.” I was pleased to see him unite his family in Christ by his 
confession and baptism. It was a wonderful weekend. 

Verona church of Christ -  June 21: 
     I visited with the Verona church of Christ in Verona, MS. Wayne Cox has been the minister there for 23 
years. He is a graduate of MSP and FHU. It was great to meet him and learn about his good work. This Sunday 
they were hosting a meeting with 
Barry Kennedy from Crossville, TN. 
Barry’s wife, Berta, is from Verona. 
It was good to meet Barry. He did 
an excellent job of preaching. The 
church is served by four elders 
and has an attendance around 
75. They support several mission 
works and the “Dayspring” TV 
program. 
     Barry taught the Bible class. 
His lesson was on the church in 
prophecy. He considered all the 
chapter 2’s in prophecy: Isaiah 2, Daniel 2, Joel 2 and Acts 2. It was a good lesson. In worship his lesson was 
on “Defining Dad.” He made some very good points about what it means to be a dad. 
     It was great to visit with the church there. I enjoyed the fellowship meal at noon. Since my visit I have 
received a card from the congregation thanking me for visiting with them. It was signed by several families 
and had personal notes of encouragement. It was very thoughtful of them to write. I appreciate their notes.

Antioch church of Christ  - June 28: 
     I was invited to preach at the Antioch church of Christ in Tate County. I have spoken there many times. It 
was great to see everyone. I appreciate so much the invitation to come. 
In Bible class I continued a study from Matthew 25. We looked at the parable of the Talents. It’s a story about 
the importance of being a faithful servant when the Lord comes again. 
     In the worship service I presented a lesson from Acts 12. It’s a story about Peter’s imprisonment by Herod 
and the miraculous deliverance by the angel. One writer said, “The angel fetched Peter from the prison, but 
the prayers of the church fetched the angel.” It’s a great lesson on prayer. 

Leon & Jean Willis 

Ronnie Crosswhite, Chuck Tharp & Earl Nichols
Greg Ledbetter & John Gardner 

Bobby Case, Wayne Cox, George Willis & Bobby Goff



By June Franks
Several years ago a com-

mercial, trying to sell clothes, 
aired on radio stated, “It Does 
Matter How You Dress.” We are 
not trying to sell clothes, but we 
are asking, “Does it really matter 
how we dress?” What does the 
Bible teach about clothing?

Some already have their 
minds made up. It is not unusual 
to hear, “Don’t you try to tell me 
how to dress. I will wear whatev-
er I want!” To question whether 
clothing is decent or indecent, 
modest or immodest, places 
those asking in risk of being 
labeled “Old fogies.” 

Today’s world has accepted 
most anything and/or almost 
nothing, as appropriate for girls 
and women to wear. Televi-
sion programs and sponsoring 
commercials regularly show men 
and women with questionable 
apparel.  Public gatherings often 
include people who have little 
regard for modesty in dress. 
Many businesses, with clothes 
to sell (or some other product), 
unashamedly display pictures 
and/or manikins of scantily 
clad women and men. This 
is a serious matter! Constant 
exposure to indecent apparel can 
so desensitized even those who 
wear the name of Christ that 
they tend to forget that what 
they wear really matters. 
What Does the Bible Say? 

The Bible does not specif-
ically state the clothing to be 
worn. We have no pictures or 
drawings from olden times to 
clearly show what was worn, 
with God’s approval, thousands 
of years ago. We do, however, 
have scriptures which provide 
guidance in determining how 
one should dress who desires to 
please  God.

Genesis tells of the creation 
of a man and a woman -- Adam 
and Eve. They were a perfect 
couple, united by the Loving 
Creator and given a perfect 

home in a garden called Eden. 
The Bible says,  “And they were 
both naked, the man and his wife, 
and were not ashamed.” (Genesis 
2: 25). There was no sin. No 
shame.  

Circumstances changed. 
After Adam and Eve sinned 
by eating the forbidden fruit, 
things were different.  The Bible 
says, “and the eyes of them both 
were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked; and they sewed 
fig leaves together, and made 
themselves aprons.” 
(Genesis 3:7)  
After they sinned, 
they became very 
concerned about 
covering their 
bodies.  In an 
attempt to hid 
their nakedness, 
they sewed fig 
leaves together and 
fled from the presence of God. 
But, apparently what they did 
was not enough! They made for 
themselves “aprons” (Gen. 3:7). 
But, God made for them “coats 
of skins and clothed them” (Gen. 
3:31). 

 We often study about the 
“Virtuous Woman” of Proverbs 
31. Here, the Bible asks, “Who 
can find a virtuous woman? for 
her price is far above rubies.” 
(31:10) The clothes worn by the 
virtuous woman’s household are 
described. Scripture says, “...for 
all her household are clothed 
with scarlet” (21).  Then, for her 
own clothing, Scripture states, 
“She maketh herself coverings 
of tapestry; her clothing is silk 
and purple” (22).  

The Bible also relates an 
incident involving a birthday 
party given in honor of King 
Herod. During the celebra-
tion, the daughter of Herodias 
danced before the king and his 
companions. Her dance greatly 
pleased Herod. The Bible does 
not say how she was dressed or 
undressed; however, given the 

circumstances and considering 
the results, it is very likely that 
the dancing of the young woman 
was characterized by indecent 
body movements and revealing 
clothing.  We do know that the 
king became so caught up in 
the lascivious environment of 
the moment that he promised 
with an oath to give the dancer 
whatsoever she asked. Sadly, 
we read her request, “And she, 
being instructed of her mother, 
said, Give me here John Bap-

tist’s head in a charger.” 
(Matthew 14: 1-12) 

Mature, normal 
people know that the 
way one dresses can, and 
often does, encourage 
lustful sinful thoughts. 
And, while a person who 
thinks evil is responsible 
for his sin; yet, surely 
we would not want to 

contribute or encourage such 
sin. When are deciding what to 
wear, remember the words of 
Jesus who warned, “Whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery al-
ready in his heart” (Matt. 5:28). 
What Does the Bible Say?  
(More)

Let’s read from First Tim-
othy. “In like manner also, that 
women adorn themselves in modest 
apparel, with shamefacedness and 
sobriety; not with broided hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array; But 
which becometh women profess-
ing godliness with good works” 
(2: 9-10).  No doubt, the Bible 
teaches modesty in dress. A god-
ly woman should ask, “Is what I 
about to wear (or buy) modest or 
is it immodest?”  Christians who 
are concerned about how they 
dress should never allow culture 
or society to dictate or control 
their manner of dress. 

Let’s look carefully at the 
preceding instructions given 
by the inspired apostle.  Paul 
said that women are to adorn 
themselves. “Adorn” suggest the 

idea of making beautiful or at-
tractive. In such adornment, Paul 
commands women who “profess 
godliness” to not emphasize 
outward adorning; such as with 
“broided hair, gold, pearls or 
costly array.”  Instead, godly 
women should give utmost 
attention to being “adorned with 
good works!” 

The apostle also wrote 
that women should also adorn 
themselves with “shamefaced-
ness”.  Another version says, 
“Respectable apparel with 
modesty.”  “Modesty” may be 
defined as “the behavior, manner, 
or appearance intended to avoid 
impropriety or indecency.” Let’s 
be careful how we dress. Avoid 
immodesty. Be decent. It does 
matter how we dress. 

We should not allow the 
sinful world to control the way 
we dress. Sometimes, when you 
consider how people dress, you 
can’t help but wonder if there is 
any shame left in America! Far 
too often women are seen out in 
the public with less covering on 
their bodies than is provided by 
their usual under garments. 

Consider the propriety of 
low cut dresses and/or tops, 
short skirts and short shorts, 
commonly worn by so many. Are 
they decent? Are they modest? 
Is such apparel becoming to a 

woman professing godliness? 
What about clothes that fit so 
tightly, they show the shape of 
one’s body, calling attention to 
one’s private parts. Are these 
appropriate for a Christian lady?

Yes, the Bible provides 
guidance on how to dress. When 
thinking about what to wear 
or what to buy, would it not be 
good to ask:  “Am I professing 
godliness by the way I dress?  
Will I look like a godly woman? 
Am I magnifying Christ in my 
body?” Of course, there needs to 
be a balance in dress -- not over 
dressing or under dressing.  Cer-
tainly, the Bible does not teach it 
is wrong to look nice; however, 
we should not dress in any way 
that is suggestive or provocative. 

As Christian women, we 
may have trouble finding clothes 
that are modest. But, it can be 
done!  And, I am not saying we 
have to dress like the “typical 
grandmother” used to dress (75 
years ago) in order to be modest. 
You can still find pretty clothes 
that cover adequately and look 
nice without showing or calling 
attention to private parts. Yes, 
according to the Bible, it does 
matter how we dress. 
Mrs. A. L. Franks; 
P. O. Box 1578 
Kosciusko, MS 39090
franksmm@aol.com 
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                                     from a 
 Woman’s 
          Viewpoint

“It Does Matter How 
You Dress!”

4 Guidelines for Modest Dress
by Michael Hyatt 

If you have trouble getting into it or out of it, 
it’s probably not modest.

If you have to be careful when you sit down or bend over, 
it’s probably not modest.

If people look at any part of your body before 
looking at your face, 

it’s probably not modest.
If you can see your most private bady parts or and 

outline of those parts under the fabric, 
it’s probably not modest
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Annie E. Ballard
Jerry Gilliam
Nola A. Kirk
Luvlena Willhite
Juanita Flanagan
Claude Williams
Mary L. Kanapaux
Jackie Thomas Reynolds
Shirley Pearce
Bonnie S. Jordan
Frances Smith
James Hudley
Cindy Hales
Edwin Williams
Cortez Brown
Wade Hardy
Dorothy P. Booker
Josephine Carter
Addie Brown
Cathy E. Brooks
Mary A. Jacobs
Bettie Brown
Katheryn Lee
Mattie Cole-Gregory
Ida Wells
Garfield Moss
Sherry Ross
Mary L. Williams
Brenda Collums
Randy Graves
Barbara Loden
Louise Billiot
Tommy & Peggy Shull
Nell Tipeton
Kerry Deaton
Mary King
Helen DePriest
Laura Bell
Dustin McCoy
Tuesday Hall
Jerry Crawford
Ryder Hughes
Leasom Bell
Landon Meeks

Sylvester & Georgia Taylor
Marion Crelia
Eileen Ferrebee
Barbara Yates
Garlington Lynell
Mildred Carroll
Bernita Booker
Lorene Willis
Wanda Orman
Bonnie Holcomb
Iris Casteel
Patsy McClung
Christine Holliday
Charlane Stanfield
Trillie Strickland
Linda B. Keirn
Cathy Sykes
Sue M. Fisher
Margie McKinney
Lucille S. Jackson
Lisa Dearman
Merlene Scott
Earl L. Barnes
Sidney Clemmer
Jean Clemmer
Jane Kuykendall
Dannie Davis
Charles Hall
Floyd & Millie Goode
Doris Aultman & Zoe
Debbie Scroggins
Jim Hurlbut
Merle W. Johnston
Bobby Lively
Bill Moore
Edith P. Winters
Rhenda Miltner
Terry Miltner
EverJean Parson
Juanita M. Tynes
Sue Mason
Mrs Dean Howe
Marie Lively
Michael A. Euer
Janell Pankey
Bonnie Poore
Danny C Stacks
Kathy Schultz
Beulah Ruport
Roger D. McCaleb
Robert Helms
Norman Behl
Mary L. Smith
Carol Bradley
Bonnie Howell
Ruby N. King
Shelia A. Williams
Jean Cravens
Maria Scott
Modean Edwards
Betty Harris
Ruth Gunter
Linda Cook
Gary Patterson
Gearldine “Dee” Hitt
Barbara Nickerson
Glenda Woodridge
Allen Tribble
Amy Hutson
Ann Rector
M/M John Ose
Lillie Jeanetta Williams
Ginny Luther
Lois Cleo Wright
Shirley Ray-Bernice 
Richardson
Gerald Worthey
Ben Worthey
Ruby Worthey

Imogene Grayson
Marcus Cole
Jeremy Gregory
Betty Chattman
Bettie Jones
Lucy Warden
Mary Grubb
Kenny Young, Jr
Carla Owen
Shirley Graham
Madonna Langford
Ann Holeman
Carolotta Summers
Doris Lowery
Esther Buggs
William Hinton
Betty Clark
Johnny Ivy
Wes & Rhonda Jeans
Earl Franks
Dorothy Franks
Reid & Frieda Thompson
Doug Brackbill
Johnnye Blackmon
Steve McConnehea
Ruth Griffin
Catherine A. Allen
Pat Morris
Lena Barber
Sandy Dean
Kayla Brown
Zack Mayer
Courtney M. Shook
Casey Mayer
Tyler Mayer
Eve Garrison
John Connes Miller
Jonathan Garrison
Molly Bolden
Emma Beth Mayer
Jo Ann Mayer
Betty King
Barney King
Judy Gurley
Mitchell Gurley
Halley Holtzlander
Dana Holtzlander
Cary Mayer
Jack Mayer
Edna Faye Goode
Pam Sparks
Jean Sparks
Tonia Brown
Kayla Brown
Karla Miller
Louise Gavien
Mary Taylor
Linda Graves
Linda Crochet
Elise Lloyd
Charles Goff
Teresa Goff
Sydney Fallon
Carolyn Jackson
Patty Henson
Mary Beth Dietz
Dalton L. Dietz
Doris Fletcher
Diane Dunaway
Paul R. Tipton
Victor Boone
Frankie Moore
Floyd R. Sheppard
Charlotte Langley
Edmon Wheeler
Rose Knox
Natalie Stewart
Walt & Peggy Walker
Bronwen Pollard

Gaynell Clark Doughty
Joyce Briscoe
Andies McAllister
Gary T. Wolfe
Lee Thomas Wolfe
Gloria Nielsen
Jennifer F. Gray
Lozell Milligan
Ginny Seep
Donna Alexander
Sue Johnson
Coneria Garrett
James T. Whitaker
Keitha Hare
Velma Isom
Roberta C. Folk
Billy & Barbara Smith
Angelia Smith
Linda Swan
J L Eaton
Peggy Harvard
Velva Dykes
Don Lee
Kenneth Lee Harmon
Jane Walker
Wilma Ridenour
Jimmie Brown
Wayne Crum
Linda Miller
Bonnie Skates
Shelia & Emily Hall
Exie Motes
Herschel Thach
Michael Deaton
Faye & Godfrey Taylor
Minnie Garner
Jacob A. McGrew
Mary Blakeney Barr
Noah Orider
Marvis Edwards-Lee
Lynn Sasser
Fran Williford
Oscar Miller
Jack Stillman
Eileen Williford
Pam Bailey
Doralynn Felton
Laura Green
Will Caviness
Mia Caviness
Sam Green
Zoe Green
Shane Green
Nathan Stanford
Bobby Marques
Linda Sue Kennamore
Michael Harvill
Floy Smith
Jamie Cannon
Mae Emma Johnson
Charles Beal
Mike Carraway
Dorothy Laws
Susan Boyd
Haley Winter
Bobby Garrett
Winston Hodum
Connie Adams
Ronald E. Adams
Eli Wilburn
Shane & Linsey Cardwell
Natalie Simmons
Mary Nell Hodum
Reginald Davis
Tyler A. Edgeworth
Alice Dempsey
S. Berryhill White
Geneva Baird
Jessie E. Fell (Emma)

Grace Childers
Hattie Johnson
Bettye McCool
Dillie P. Horton
Jessica Howard
Artis W. Hinton
Charles Alexander
Nan Wiley
Sylvester Lattimore
Vernon Curry
Kay Bramlett
Doris Townsend Britt
Bertha Rockingham
Sandra Grisham
Annette Parrett
Earlene Quarles
McArthur Cotton
Robert Kimbrough
Darlene Kitchens
Paulette Love
Mary Kennedy
Benard Teague
Marvin Myers III
Paul Stewart
Bobby Smith
Willie Winters
Jerone Garland
Dorothy Guyton
Marnita Garland
Pearl Dotson
Patricia Ferguson
Mozella Fox
Darnichi Kimbrough
Carolyn Stewart
L.B. & Annie Winters
Sylvia Bentley
Alisa Dotson
King Hughes
Dwight Martin
Nancy Winters
Brenda Alston
Cleansy Barksdale
Judge Dotson
Melvin Hughes
Jackie Johnson
Bessie Kennedy
Manuel & Al Cotton
Tishia L. Williams
Alma Maddox
Janice Galloway
Madison Chester
Hannah
Sue Loftis
Patrick Connaway
Patricia Connaway
Eva Almon
Wendell Mansel
Clifford & Ann Creed
Joshua Shird
Cora Odom
Beulah Rupert
Rachel Odom
Stormie Smith
Joyce McKee
Jimmy Coggins
Angie Dooley
Dorsey & Margie Burton
Ursula Breland
Gwendolyn Bryant
Sue Foster

These sent in answers to the “Question Box” (See page 24)

Our New Bible 
Winner

Gerald Worthy
(Aberdeen, Mississippi)

Congratulations



Please Send Your Answers To Us
(Print your name... Please. Thank you!)

Name: __________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

City: ________________________ State: ______________

Zip:___________   Phone: __________________________

NOTICE:  Each person who sends in answers will be recognized in the next issue of the “MM” 
(see page 23). ALSO, by random drawing, the name of ONE student will be selected to 

receive a beautiful New Study Bible or a Bible Study CD Library. You may be the one! Send 
your answers to:

“The Question Box”
P. O. Box 1578

Kosciusko, MS 39090

Our Recent Bible Winner   The Question Box
A Way That is Right and Cannot be Wrong!

(Use KJV for Spelling and Wording)
Captain Francesco Schettino, in 2012, was guiding his cruise ship (“Costa Concordia”) near the island of Giglio, Italy.  Although his map 

showed the safe course to follow, the captain apparently chose to disregard that information. As a result of his carelessness, his ship hit the rocks 
and 32 people lost their lives!    

The Bible is our God-given map; it is designed to guide us safely to our eternal home. We need to pay attention to what Scripture has to say 
in all matters.  In this study we will look at what the Bible plainly teaches.  We will seek to answer by the Bible,  “How is baptism administered? 
How often should Christians partake of the Lord’s Supper? Is it acceptable to God for Christians to use instrumental music in worship?”

In all matters, we encourage you to follow the directions found in God’s map, the Bible. It clearly shows the right course to follow. We 
can be sure that God’s way is the safe course to follow. His way is right and cannot be wrong.  God’s grace is marvelous, but it does not exclude 
obedience. We have no right to offer the promise of salvation to anyone who stops short of obeying the will of God.  Why take a chance?  (Study 
prepared by Paul Franks)  

Baptism (How Is It Administered?) 
Today, many people say that you have a choice. It is commonly believed that you can be baptized either by “S__________, 

P_________ or I__________.  Bible students learn, however, that in the early church, baptism was by I___________!  The Bible 
clearly says, “We are B_______with him by baptism.” (Romans ___:3; Col. 2: ____) Baptism by immersion (a burial) is the right way 
and cannot be wrong! Why take a chance?

Lord’s Supper (How Often Should We Partake?)
Today, many people say that you have a choice as to the frequency of the Lord’s Supper.  Bible students learn that when the early 

church assembled for worship on the Lord’s day that the Lord’s Supper was an important act of worship. The church at Corinth came together 
to observe the Lord’s Supper; however, because of internal discord and division, the Corinthian church was unable to worship God acceptably 
in the communion service. (Find verse and fill in blanks)  “When you come ____________ therefore into ______ place, this is _____ 
to eat the __________ __________.” I Corinthians 11:___)  

The church at Troas came together for worship on the first day of the week. We are told that they assembled “to break bread” or 
to observe the Lord’s Supper.  (Fill in the blanks.  “Upon the first ____ of the _______, when the __________ came together to 
________ bread, ______ preached unto them....” (Acts 20:7) Today we are privileged to publicly proclaim our faith in Jesus as Saviour 
and Lord by eating the bread and drinking the cup of the Lord’s Supper.  And, as the early New Testament church assembled on the first day, 
so should we.  They broke bread on the first day. Every week has a first day. Partaking of the Lord’s Supper every first day of every week is the 
right way and cannot be wrong! Why take a chance? 

Singing (Should Instrumental Music Be Used?)
Today, many say you have a choice. It is commonly believed that you can worship God acceptably with the use of vocal (acappella) and/

or instrumental (mechanical) music.  Bible students are well aware that, in the early church, only vocal music was used in worship.  Those 
familiar with church history know that it was hundreds of years after Christ established His church before mechanical instruments of music 
were introduced into the worship of the church.  

The New Testament clearly authorizes singing.  (Fill in blanks; supply the number for verses quoted.)  [a]“Speaking to yourselves in 
_______, ________ and _________ songs, __________ and making ________ in your heart to the ______.” (Ephesians 
5: __)  [b]“Let us _____ the sacrifice of _________to God continually, that is, the ______of our ______giving thanks to his name.” 
(Heb. 13:15)  Each of us may have our preference when it comes to music; but, our worship is to God and we should earnestly seek to please 
Him. Let’s focus our attention on what He has authorized in the New Testament.  Singing without mechanical instruments is the right way 
and cannot be wrong! Why take a chance? 

True or False (Fill in Number for Verses)
____1.  The Greek word “baptizo” literally means to immerse.
____2.  John baptized in Jericho near Joppa because “there was much water there. (John 3:___)
____3.  When Peter baptized the eunuch they both went down into the water and came up out of the water.  (Acts 8:38-39)
____4.  We should be concerned enough to serve/worship God acceptably!  (Hebrews 12:28)
____5.  “God is a Spirit:  and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.” (John 4:___)

Special Event in Kosciusko

Preachers’ Retreat
March 6 - 10, 2016
(Sunday PM -- Thursday AM)

Theme

JESUS
Connecting His LifeTo Ours

Instructors
Jody Apple   •   Kirk Brothers

Gary Hampton   •   Dan Winkler
Sponsored by

South Huntington Street
Church of Christ

Kosciusko, Mississippi
Save the Date. Make Plans to Attend!

Answers to the Question Box 
(Last issue -- Summer 2015)

“What Must I do to be Saved?”
Dennis Doughty did a great job presenting a simple 

but profound study in the summer issue of the MM.  If 
you haven’t answered the the Question Box in this issue, I 
would encourage you to do so, and also to share the quiz 
with some of your friends. Please encourage your Bible 
Class and the congregation where you attend to answer 
the QB and send in answers. Here are the correct answers 
to the previous issue. 
1. Romans 3: 4 -- “God, liar”;  2. I John 4: 1 -- “believe, 
try, many, prophets”; 3. Philippians 1:15 -- “preach, envy, 
strife, good”; 4. Acts 20:30 -- “men, perverse, disciples”; 
5. Romans 14:12 -- “everyone, himself”; 
6. Philippians 2:12 -- “beloved, obeyed, work, out, 
salvation, trembling”.
(Acts 16) Lydia; (Acts 2) 3000 on the Day of Pentecost; 
(Acts 9) Saul of Tarsus; (Acts 10) Cornelius; (Acts 8) 
Ethiopian Court Official; (Acts 18) Many Corinthians; (Acts 
6) Many of the Priests

(True or False)  1. True; 2. False; 3. True; 
4. False; 5. True; 6. True; 7. False.

Kay Clayton
Kay and her husband, Ralph, are both active members of the 

Lord’s church in Potts Camp, MS. Congratulations to Kay. 
We appreciate them and their encouragement!


