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The Greatest!
Jesus is the greatest personality the world 

has ever known.  Although He never wrote a 
book; yet, the greatest book ever written was 
written about Him -- the Bible.  He never com-
manded an army or a navy and He never sought 
political power.  He was not known for being a 
world traveler.  In the land where He lived while 
on earth, going east or west, He never traveled 
more than 50 to 75 miles.  Going north or south 
He never traveled more than 125-150 miles except 
when He, as an infant, was taken to Egypt. 

Jesus has been described as a “Master Teach-
er.”  As the Master, He employed several methods 
of teaching.  Frequently, He used parables.  On 
one occasion, He said that the kingdom was like 
a fishing net.  You cast the net and you will find 
some good and some bad fish.  The kingdom 
is like that, you will have some good and bad 
people.  

At other times, He used object lessons.  When 
a question was 
brought up 
about paying 
tribute to Cae-
sar, Jesus asked 
for a coin and, 
using the coin, 
He taught that 
man is to meet 
his obligations to both Caesar (government) and 
God. In other words, you can give to Caesar and 
give to God at the same time.  Jesus also taught 
by asking questions.  There are more than 1,000 
questions in the New Testament.  For example, 
Jesus asked His disciples, in Matthew 16:13, “Who 
do people say that the son of Man is?”  Jesus 
was not looking for information; it was a leading 
question. 

We are going to meet Jesus face to face one 
day.  If we live and die in rebellion to His will, we 
will be lost eternally.  If we yield and are submis-
sive to his will, He will walk with us every step of 
the way.  Christ is tough on rebels but sweet with 
the surrendered.  Romans 11:22 sums it up: “Be-
hold the goodness and the severity of the Lord.”  

We are all going to die. When that day comes, 
who do you want to meet -- a tough Lord or one 
who opens his arms wide and clasps you to his 
bosom and loves you forever.  There is just one 
Jesus. He is the greatest!  The personality we 
meet depends on our attitude and disposition.  
You have to decide. (Paul Franks)

Christ is tough on rebels 
but sweet with the 
surrendered.  Romans 
11:22 sums it up:  “Behold 
the goodness and the 
severity of the Lord.”  

Where Did the Devil Come From?
(May responds with Bible information)
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Of the more than 20 who registered for the Fall session at MBI,
Fourteen students, pictured above, enrolled for credit.  

Please Help Us 
E X P A N D 

the influence of the 
Magnolia 

Messenger
Please Respond

Use Attached Envelope 
(See Pages 16/17)

MBC Presents 4th Annual

Preachers’ Retreat & Recharge
Kosciusko, Mississippi

 March 10 -13, 2019
(Sunday thru Wednesday)

The theme:

Power of Prayer 
Instructors Include

 Kirk Brothers • Gary Hampton • Dan Winkler

Lodging and Food Provided
(Using facilities of MBC)

Fee: $100.00 
(To help with expenses)

For more information, please contact:
franksmm@aol.com or lfergusonmm@hotmail.com

Al Franks (601-668-3344); Paul Franks (662-792-2700)
Les Ferguson, Sr (601-562-4226)

Will Anderson (662-832-0457) 
Don Woods (731-439-3772) 

Magnolia Bible Institute
(School of Biblical Studies)

NOW OPEN! 
Classes Now Making for January, 2019

Capable Experienced Teachers
Advanced Studies for Serious Students

NO TUITION!
 

Ladies from the Siwell Road Church of Christ 
in Jackson, MS 

recently enjoyed their weekend retreat using facilities of 
MBC in Kosciusko.  

(Picture taken in our spacious dormitory which can house up to 40 people.) 
You are Invited to Schedule Your Retreat!

Information: call Les (601-562-4226) or Al (601-668-3344)

Mission Works Of The South Huntington Street Church of Christ 

KOSCIUSKO,  MISSISSIPPI
The Home Of 

Magnolia Bible Center 
(“Retreat/Recharge” Resort)

Magnolia Bible Institute 
(A School of Biblical Studies)

Magnolia Messenger
(“Mississippi’s Good News Magazine”)



Readers Ask;
May Responds

RESPONSE: The clearest 
thing said about the origin of 
Satan and demons is in a con-
text glorifying the preeminence 
of Christ.  “He is the image of 
the invisible God, the firstborn 
of all creation. For by him all things were 
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities—all things were created 
through him and for him. And he is before 
all things, and in him all things hold togeth-
er. (Colossians 1:17-19).

“All things . . . visible and invisible” 
surely includes the devil and his mignons. 
Furthermore, expressions similar to “thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities,” seen 
often in Ephesians 
(1:21; 3:10; 6:12) 
and Colossians (1:16; 
2:15) refer to beings 
in the spiritual realm, 
good and evil. Like 
everything else that 
exists, they were cre-
ated by God through 
Christ. Since all that 
God created was “very 
good” (Genesis 1:31), 
it is reasonable to suppose that, like man 
and woman, they were created sinless, but 
they had freedom of choice and they chose 
to disobey and rebel. However, the Bible 
gives us no details.

Satan Was Defeated at the 
Cross And by Jesus’ Subsequent 

Resurrection
Christ defeated Satan by His death on 

the cross as the ransom for our sins and by 

His subsequent resurrection from the dead. 
Since therefore the children share in 

flesh and blood, he (Christ) himself likewise 
partook of the same things, that through 
death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, and 
deliver all those who through fear of death 
were subject to lifelong slavery. (Hebrews 
2:14-15)

Speaking of the cancellation of our 
debt of sin by Christ through His death on 
the cross, the apostle adds, “He disarmed 
the rulers and authorities and put them to 
open shame, by triumphing over them in it” 
(Colossians 2:15). 

A vision in Revelation celebrates 
Satan’s battle with the forces of God under 
Michael the archangel resulting in Satan 
being thrown out of heaven down to earth 
(12:7, 9). The next few verses give us strong 
clues as to when this occurred.

And I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
saying, “Now the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God and the au-
thority of his Christ have come, for the ac-
cuser of our brothers has been thrown down, 
who accuses them day and night before our 
God. And they have conquered him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even 
unto death” (12:10-11).

“Now.” Notice above what all “have 
come” at the time of this battle: 

• “the salvation,” which we surely recog-
nize came at Christ’s death on the cross; 

• “the power (dunamis),” 
the word Scripture uses, 
for “the gospel is the power 
(dunamis) of God for salva-
tion” (Romans 1:16); 

• “the kingdom of our 
God,” which came on the 
Pentecost following Christ’s 
resurrection; and ascension; 

and,
• “the authority (exousia) of his Christ,” 

who after His resurrection and just before 
His ascension into heaven said, “All author-
ity (exousia) has been given to me in heaven 
and on earth” (Matthew 28:19).

Then the “loud voice in heaven” added, 
“And they have conquered him by the 
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 
testimony, for they loved not their lives even 
unto death” (12:10-11). This was written to 
Christians under dire persecution for being 
Christians. Like Jesus, they have conquered 
Satan (past tense) by “the blood of the 
Lamb” shed on the cross; “the word of their 
testimony,” the gospel; and their faithfulness 
even when facing death.

The entire vision points to the cross 
and resurrection as the means and time of 
Satan’s defeat.

Jesus Saw Satan Fall 
From Heaven, When?

Luke 10 records Jesus sending sev-
enty-two disciples into the towns He was 
planning to visit to heal the sick and to 
announce, “The Kingdom of God has come 
near to you” (10:9). 

The seventy-two returned with joy, 
saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject 
to us in your name!” And he said to them, 
“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 
Behold, I have given you authority to tread 
on serpents and scorpions, and over all the 

QUESTION:  1. Where did the devil and his angels come from? 
(G.L.D.) 2. We often say ,“The war between Christ and Satan is 
already won; Satan is defeated. We just need to decide which 

side we are on.” When did Satan’s defeat happen? (J. M.) 3.When 
did Satan rebel against God and fall from heaven? (F. R.) 
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power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt 
you” (Luke 10:17-19). 

The most important element in under-
standing Scripture is context. Jesus said, “I 
saw Satan fall” in immediate response to the 
seventy-two saying, “Lord, even the demons 
are subject to us in your name!” He is rejoic-
ing in this visible evidence of Satan’s defeat, 
of his fall from heaven.

Similarly, when the Pharisees accused 
Jesus of casting out demons by the power of 
the prince of demons, Jesus said, “Or how 
can someone enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the 
strong man? Then indeed he may plunder 
his house” (Matthew 12:29). Jesus is clearly 
implying that His casting out demons is 
proof that He has bound Satan. 

Dante and Milton
A widely held picture of a war in 

heaven resulting in the fall of Satan, once 
an archangel, was popularized by Dante and 
Milton, an Italian and English poet, respec-
tively. Some of the details of their view are 
taken from the King James Version of an 
oracle of Isaiah against Babylon and its king 
(Isaiah 13:1--14:23).

In “Inferno,” Part 1 of his 14th-century 
epic poem, Divine Comedy, Italian poet 
Dante Alighieri paints an unbiblical but 
influential picture of Hell. It has furnished 
two frequently quoted lines: sign at entrance 
of hell, “Abandon all hope, you who enter 
here;” and a boastful quote from the Devil, 
“I would rather reign in hell than serve in 
heaven.” Unfortunately for Satan, however, 
“reigning in hell” was not one of his options. 

A popular but imaginative picture of 
the devil has him with horns, a pitchfork 
and a red suit poking, and tormenting the 
damned. Here, in contrast, is the biblical 
picture: “And the devil who had deceived 
them was thrown into the lake of fire and 
sulfur where the beast and the false prophet 
were, and they will be tormented day and 
night forever and ever” (Rev. 20:10). Not a 
tormentor; one of the tormented! 

In “Paradise Lost,” completed about 
1674, English poet John Milton composed 
an imaginative version of the biblical story 
of the Fall of Man: the temptation of Adam 
and Eve by the fallen angel Satan and their 
expulsion from the Garden of Eden. Mil-
ton’s purpose, stated in Book I, is to “justify 

the ways of God to men.” It, too, has a de-
tailed picture of hell and its compartments, 
completely imaginative, not at all suggested 
by the Bible. Both Dante and Milton per-
petuate the notion that Satan and his angels 
were once God’s angels who fomented a 
rebellion in heaven, ending in the rebellious 
angels being cast out of heaven and becom-
ing the Devil and his demonic hosts. 

The oracle is titled, “The oracle con-
cerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of 
Amoz saw” (Isaiah 13:1). Isaiah continues to 
addresses the oracle to “the King of Babylon” 
(14:4). In 13:17, he names “the Medes” as 
those who will bring about Babylon’s fall.  In 
14:22, he names Babylon again as he closes 
out the oracle.

 The King James Version of Isaiah 
14:12, reads, “How art thou fallen from 
heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how 
art thou cut down to the ground, which 
didst weaken the nations!” Most modern 
translations, instead of Lucifer, have “Morn-
ing Star,” “Day Star,” “star of the morning,” 
or such like. In context the words of the 
verse are not addressed to Satan, but to the 
King of Babylon. “Lucifer” is widely used as 
a name of Satan, though clearly those words 
are addressed to the King of Babylon, not 
the Devil. 

Nothing in Isaiah or in the rest of the
 Bible suggests that any part of the oracle is 
other than an apocalyptic diatribe condemn

ing Babylon for its cruelty and arrogance as 
it conquered the known world of its day and 
made it its Empire.

There are fallen angels. They are men-
tioned in 2 Peter and Jude. “For if God did 
not spare angels when they sinned, but cast 
them into hell (Gr. tartarus) and commit-
ted them to chains of gloomy darkness to 
be kept until the judgment” (2 Peter 2:4); 
“And the angels who did not stay within 
their own position of authority, but left 
their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal 
chains under gloomy darkness until the 
judgment of the great day” ( Jude 6). 

Both passages have the rebellious 
angels left to the same fate, in prison, in 
chains, and in darkness until judgment. Ev-
idently, they are not Satan’s angels. Other-
wise, how are they going about like roaring 
lions seeking whom they may devour and 
possessing people against their will?

Conclusion
Christ’s kingdom is a spiritual king-

dom. Its victories are not won by carnal 
warfare. Satan’s schemes to win and con-
demn the people God created were defeated 
by God’s steadfast love, shown in the gift 
of His Son as a sacrifice for our sins. “For 
our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21). 
“Thanks be to God for his inexpressible 
gift!” (2 Corinthians 9:15). MM 
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The 21st Annual Magnolia Messenger 
RV Rally will be held, Lord willing, April 
22-25, 2019 (Monday through Thursday) 
at Lake Tiak-O’Khata in Louisville, Missis-
sippi. You are invited to to be a part of this 
exciting and uplifting event.     

This beautiful resort in central Mississip-
pi has a nice RV park with full hook-ups, 
including cable.  For those of you who 
don’t have an RV or want to leave your RV 
at home, you can stay in one of the resort’s 
many cabins or in the beautiful resort 
lodge.  Lake Tiak-O’Khata is also famous for 

its award winning restaurant.  
We are expecting to fill up the RV Park.  If 

you are thinking you might go, please call 
the park at 1-888-845-6151 and reserve a 
RV site, hotel room or a cabin.

For more information you can go to their 
website at www.ltok.com.  We have already 
reserved some RV sites, some hotel rooms 
and some cabins.  You must call before 
February 15, 2019 to secure a place.  After 
that date, they will release what we haven’t 
reserved.  If you have any questions, please 
call me at 662-792-2700.  (Paul Franks)

Our Next MM RV Rally
Lake Tiak-O’Khata  (Louisville, MS)
April 22 - 25, 2019
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To commemorate the strong history of the 
Thyatira, Mississippi Church of Christ, an anni-
versary celebration was held on October 21, 2018.  
It was a wonderful day of fellowship and worship.  
The day began with over 150 people attending 
Bible study and over 250 people attending the 
worship hour.  

Brother Derek Williams, minister for the 
Bartlett Woods Church of Christ in Memphis, 
Tennessee, returned to his childhood congrega-
tion to conduct the morning worship hour.  His 
sermon reminded us of the faithfulness 
of all the past members that helped to 
make the church strong in the Lord.   

Derek’s brother, Mark Williams 
also returned to his childhood congrega-
tion to lead the congregational singing.  
The ladies prepared a delicious lunch 
for everyone.  After lunch, there was 
a selection of songs performed by the 
Chamber Singers from Freed Hardeman 
University.  What a great day of praise 
to our Lord.  

As the church history states, “Our 

hope and prayer are 
that the Thyatira 
church will always have 
the same vision, deter-
mination, and courage 
to continue this good 
work that was started 
so long ago.”
(Article sent to MM 
by Loretta Shackle-
ford)

Thyatira Church of Christ 
Celebrated 175 Years “New Testament Christianity”

Assembly Celebrating Thyatira’s 175 Years of Spiritual Service on October 21

Craig Shackleford, present 
preacher and wife, Loretta

Danny Jackson 
(seated), former preacher 

at Thyatira, and 
Paul Franks 

A Sunday Visit With Another Country Church
Out in the country from Duck Hill, which is south of Grenada, Mis-

sissippi, there is a church known as the “Red Hill Church of Christ.”  Cole 
and Becky Surrell, with their two daughters, work with this church.  For 
services, on the Sunday of our visit, there were about 50 to 60 people 
present. Cole did a great job with his sermon.  

There was a special lady present with 
whom we wanted to visit. We had learned 

that this sister in Christ, named Helen Gordon, 
was turning 92 the week of our visit.   Many of 

her family members were present to help her celebrate 
her special day.  Glad we could also join in the services and the 

celebration. We certainly enjoyed the services at Red Hill and hope to 
go back soon. (Paul Franks) Preacher at Red Hill, 

Cole Surrell, and his family
Helen Gordon

Celebrated 92 Years
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We had a great group at our recent rally 
held at J. P. Coleman State Park, north of 
Iuka, Mississippi. We were blessed to have 
with us Rodney Livingston (preacher from 
Leoma, TN) and Tony Brown (preacher from 
Zion Rest, MS). Both effectively presented 
meaningful Bible lessons for the spiritual 
benefit of all campers.  And, of course, we 
enjoyed the physical nourishment and the 
precious time we could spend together as a 
“camping family.”  

Rodney Livingston and his son, Callan, 
won the Washer Pitching Tournament.  A 
fascinating feature of this year’s rally was 
the sale of a whole bunch of interesting 
items Ronnie had collected during the year 
and brought to the rally to sell... some, 
real cheap!  Of course, there was the usual 
auction in which funds were raised to pay 
expenses with left- overs to assist in the 
publication of the Magnolia Messenger. 

In the vote for “Camper of the Year,” 

there was a tie between Jannie Tindall and 
Carl Powell.  Both got plaques.  The recent 
rally, held in November, featured the beau-
tiful fall foliage of NE Mississippi. No doubt, 
the beauty of nature is very striking at J. P. 
Coleman State Park, making it what many of 
us believe to be the “most beautiful park in 
Mississippi.” We would love to have you join 
us next year, God willing. (Paul Franks)
      (For more information, call Paul at 662-
792-2700)

Recent MM RV Rally Provided Fun, Food and Fellowship

Plus Spiritual Nourishment 

(By Ken Laney) 
If you had asked the longtime members of the Yazoo City, 

Mississippi  Church of Christ, “When was the last time there 
had been over a 100 people in the building for a service (exclud-
ing weddings, funerals)?” they simply could not answer. The best 
they could say was “It has 
been so long that I cannot 
remember.”  Good News!  
That changed Sunday, Oc-
tober 28, 2018. We had 105 
for worship that morning. 
This was the culmination 
of our “Friends Day 2018” 
event. 

John Staten, the 
preacher for the Yazoo City 
Church of Christ, along 
with the brethren, began 
planning, praying, prepar-
ing,and getting the word 
out 4 months before the 
event. Many congregations 
were sent flyers and many, 
many more brethren were contacted through personal calls and 
mailings to be a part of the special day. There was not a Sunday or 
Wednesday service in which it was not “pushed” to invite friends 
and family to join us. The hard work, prayers answered and bless-
ings received, resulted in what was one of the most uplifting days 

this congregation has experienced in many years.
For Friends Day 2018, we had Paul Franks from Kosciusko 

to preach for the worship service and Nathan Smith (Madison 
Church of Christ, Madison, MS) to lead our singing. Both of these 
men did a wonderful job. The service was extremely uplifting to all 

in attendance. After the services that morning a huge fellowship 
meal was served for all who had worshiped with us that morning. 
Almost the entire 105 joined us for the meal. A good time and full 
stomachs were had by all. Praise God.

Plans have already begun to be discussed for “Friends Day 
2019.” Plans for that day will be at least 125+. We believe if we 
work as hard as we did this year we will make it “easy”. 

Continue to pray for the work and efforts of the Yazoo City 
Church of Christ, located where the delta meets the foothills of 
Mississippi. 

Yazoo City Church Celebrates  “Friends Day” On October 28th

Paul Franks, Guest Speaker
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the fourth and final part of brother Cecil 
May’s response to a sermon in defense of the use of instrumental music 
in Christian worship. To read and study the first three parts, please 
go “on line” to magnoliamessenger.com and read the response found in 
each issue. (Spring, Summer and Fall, 2018). Also, extra printed copies 
of the MM with the first three articles are available by calling 662-
289-3559 or emailing franksmm@aol.com) Again, thank you for your 
interest in doing God’s will in God’s way. (alf ) 

n The Biblical Doctrine of Assembly
There is a New Testament doctrine of assembly. We are com-

manded not to neglect the assemblies because we need the stirring 
up and encouragement given and received in those assemblies 
(Hebrews 10:24-25). The fullest apostolic direction for the conduct 
of these assemblies is found in the first epistle to the Corinthians. 
“Assembly language” begins at 1 Corinthians 11:17 where Paul 
begins to correct the Corinthians’ behavior regarding the Lord’s 
supper. Note how often “when you come together” is mentioned:  

“But in the following instructions I do not commend you, 
because when you come together it is not for the better but for the 
worse. For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, 
I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 
for there must be factions among you in order that those who are 
genuine among you may be recognized. When you come together, 
it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat” (1 Corinthians 11:17-20, 
emphasis mine, CMJr).

This tells us the Lord’s supper belongs in the assembly. The 
Corinthians had so desecrated the supper that they no longer 
could be said to come together for that purpose. The obvious 
implication, however, is that they were supposed to be coming 
together to eat the Lord’s supper. That agrees with the practice 
of the church at Troas who, also acting under apostolic direction, 
“on the first day of the week . . . gathered together to break bread” 
(Acts 20:7).

In the remainder of the eleventh chapter, Paul quotes Jesus’ 
words in instituting the supper just as Matthew, Mark and Luke 
recorded them, reminding us that the purpose of the supper was to 
be a memorial of the body and blood of the Lord. Meals to satisfy 
our hunger are to be eaten, he said, “at home” (1 Corinthians 
11:24, compare verse 22).

Since they often met in their homes, the direction does not 
seem to be in what facility they are to eat, but rather “not in the 
assembly.” Contrary to what some are maintaining in current 
popular books about the Lord’s supper, it seems to me that taking 
the Lord’s supper as part of a fellowship meal is what Paul is here 
rejecting. Meals for fellowship are good, and authorized, but are 
not to be part of the assembly or the Lord’s supper.

The topic following the Lord’s supper in 1 Corinthians is the 
use and abuse of spiritual gifts. 1 Corinthians 14 returns to the 
topic of the assembly:  when “the whole church comes together” 
(verse 23); “when you come together” (verse 26). 1 Corinthians 
14 contains instruction dealing with miraculous spiritual gifts, 
especially tongues and prophecy. These are no longer part of the 
experience of the present day church and some have suggested that 
the instructions in this chapter are for a special assembly called 
for the exercise of those gifts and are therefore not applicable to 
our assemblies. However, it is more likely that those gifts would 
be exercised whenever and wherever those who possessed them 
gathered, and that 1 Corinthians 14 addresses conduct in a regular 
assembly of the church.

Again, it is a “come together” (assembly) chapter.
Teaching, preaching, prophesying (inspired teaching) took 

place in the assembly (1 Corinthians 14:3, 19), as it did when Paul 
preached to the church in Troas when they had assembled for the 
breaking of bread (Acts 20:7).

Prayer also took place in the assembly (1 Corinthians 14:15). 
Prayers are to be offered in intelligible language so all who are 
present can say “Amen” to what the leader says, thus making it 
their own prayer (1 Corinthians 14:16). That reflects what we call 
one person leading the prayer, but all praying as each makes the 
prayer their own.

They sang in the assembly (1 Corinthians 14:15). “What then, 
brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, 
a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done 
for building up” (14:26). It is suggested that “each one has a hymn” 
refers to a solo; it is more likely, looking back to one person pray-
ing aloud and the rest of the congregation making the prayer their 
own, that it refers to one person choosing and leading a song and 
the rest following. It is widely believed that antiphonal singing, the 
leader singing a phase and the congregation echoing the phrase, 
was common in the early church.

Throughout the whole section a point is made that some 
things perfectly all right within themselves are not appropriate in 
the assembly. 

The regular meal for the satisfaction of hunger does not be-
long in the assembly (1 Corinthians 11:3).

Tongues, though at that time a genuine gift of the Holy 
Spirit, were not to be spoken in the assembly unless there was an 
interpreter, and then no more than two or three were to speak (1 
Corinthians 14:28).

Women, who are certainly permitted to speak in most places 
and under most circumstances, were not permitted to speak in the 
assemblies (1 Corinthians 14:34).

The apostle is at pains to remind us that his instructions are 

SCRIPTURAL RESPONSE
To a sermon in favor of using Instruments of Music in Worship

PART  FOUR
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not just the venting of his opinions. He says, “If anyone thinks that 
he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should acknowledge that the things 
I am writing to you are a command of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 
14:37). 

Following the discussion of the assembly in I Corinthians 14, 
the next topic in the epistle is the resurrection (chapter 15). That 
is immediately followed by a commandment about a collection. 
“Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the 
churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every 
week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he 
may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come” (1 
Corinthians 16:1-2).

This was a specific collection for a particular purpose. Paul 
wanted the Gentile churches to help the Jewish church in Judea, 
to assist them in their time of want and hunger, but also to 
help solidify the bond between the Gentile and Jewish 
churches.

Some think this is telling Christians to lay 
up something at home, but that does not fit the 
context. If all laid aside their gift at home, there 
would still have to be a collection when Paul got 
to Corinth, the very thing he was saying he want-
ed to avoid. 

“The word ‘collection’ (Greek, logeia) seems to 
refer only to public collections, not to a private activity” 
(Everett Ferguson, The Church of Christ: A Biblical Eccle-
siology for Today, Eerdmans, 1996, p. 240). This is strengthened 
by the fact that Paul urges them to “complete” the collection they 
had started (2 Corinthians 8:6). This implies there was an already 
collected and known amount that fell short. 

It also makes little sense to specify a particular day for adding 
to a fund at each home. The obvious reason for specifying a day, 
particularly for specifying the first day of the week, the Lord’s day, 
the day on which Christ rose from the dead, is because they were 
assembling on that day. That was therefore the logical occasion on 
which to contribute to a fund, which, in this case, would ultimately 
be delivered by Paul and others to the Jewish saints.

That indicates that the occasion when the whole Corinthian 
church came together to partake of the Lord’s supper was on the 
first day of the week, just like in Troas.

This was not just a command for the Corinthian church. The 
churches of Galatia and Macedonia had received the same charge. 
Since it was commanded, and a particular day chosen, when a 
congregation identifies its needs, an apostolically approved way 
to meet those needs is by a first day of the week contribution. 
At Corinth, Galatia and Macedonia the contribution was in the 
assembly.

In the assembly, then, under apostolic direction, there was the 
Lord’s supper, preaching, prayer, singing and a collection to meet 
identified needs.

Some things, not wrong in themselves, were nevertheless not 
to be a part of the assembly. These included a meal for the satisfac-
tion of hunger, tongue speakers, and women speaking.

What if a congregation should come together on Sunday 

morning and all dance until evening to express their joy, and when 
they had exhausted themselves in dance and went home? What 
if another assembles to listen to a symphony orchestra? What if 
another burns scented candles? What if a native American con-
gregation smokes a peace pipe as an act of spiritual worship to the 
Creator? Are any or all of these acceptable activities for the assem-
bly? Will any of these be a “fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable 
and pleasing to God” (Philippians 4:18)?

Is there any kind of direction or pattern for the assembly 
of which these things are not a part? May anyone, indeed, do 
whatever is right in his or her own eyes and God be expected to 
be pleased with it, whether or not he has given even the slightest 
indication that he desires these things?

Does Uzziah’s being struck with leprosy for offering incense 
which only priests were authorized to offer it (2 Chroni-

cles 26:16-21) have anything at all to say about these 
things? 

Is Nadab and Abihu’s destruction by fire 
because they “offered unauthorized fire which 
the Lord had not commanded them” (Leviticus 
10:1-2) completely irrelevant to these issues, 
because we have heard it so many times it has 

become old hat?
Old Testament temple worship was sense 

oriented, from the burning of incense to the searing of 
flesh and fat and skin on the altar, to the music of orchestra 

and choirs. It, symbolized by circumcision, was called worship ac-
cording to the flesh, while the New Testament worship is to be in 
spirit (Philippians 3:3). The Old Testament ordinances of worship 
were types and shadows; the True, the Reality, was still to come. 
New Testament worship is in truth. 

The writer of Hebrews draws the contrast:
“Do not be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is 

good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, which 
have not benefited those devoted to them. We have an altar from 
which those who serve the tent have no right to eat. For the bodies 
of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by 
the high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 
So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the 
people through his own blood.  Through him then let us continual-
ly offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that 
acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God” (Hebrews 
13:9-12, 15-16). 

In contrast with the incense and orchestra, we offer the fruit 
of our lips as our sacrifice of praise. In contrast with the burnt 
offerings of animals, we lay our own bodies on the altar as a living 
sacrifice as we do good and share with others. We worship in spirit 
and truth and not in flesh and shadow.

n Patternism and Legalism
The patterns identified here are not authoritative because I 

have identified and spelled them out. The New Testament is the 
only full and authoritative statement of our pattern.  What God 

If all laid 
aside their gift at 

home, there would still 
have to be a collection 

when Paul got to Corinth, 
the very thing he was 

saying he wanted 
to avoid. 
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has bound is bound on each of us, whether we are aware of it or 
not. I do not have the authority to bind anything on anyone. I 
have pointed to some of what I believe Scripture tells us is the will 
of God. Each person has to look at the evidence of Scripture and 
decide for him or herself what is true and what he or she will do 
with it.

The existence of a divinely authorized pattern for worship, or 
for other matters which we have not touched on, does not deny the 
gospel of grace. None of us is perfect, either in our actions or in 
our understandings. Some are further along in the maturing pro-
cess than others. Some have had more opportunities to learn than 
others. We are not saved because we perfectly follow the patterns 
of Scripture. We are saved by the sacrifice of Christ through our 
faith in him.

However, such patterns for life and conduct, in the assembly 
and outside of it, tell us how our Lord would have us to live. When 
we recognize that He has saved us by his death, when we believe 
that Scripture is His own revelation of Himself and His will, and 
when in gratitude we search the Scripture for His will for us, all 
because we want to please the One who died for us, that is not 
legalism. It is faith working through love.

n History Speaks
One purpose of singing as worship is to express the unity of 

God’s redeemed people in the church.  We are to be like-minded 
“that with one mind and one mouth” we may glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 15:5-6).

Although it seems now that instrumental worship is com-
monplace, that was not always true, and is not now in the Eastern 
part of the world. For centuries congregations all over the world 
with one voice offered the fruit of their lips as praise to God.  
Today those who oppose instrumental music are accused of being 
divisive, but that is only in the Western world and in recent cen-
turies.  Singing was the only music in the churches for a thousand 
years, and when the organ first began to be used in the churches 
associated with Rome, it was played only before and after the 
“liturgy” (what we would call “the worship service”).  It was many 
years after that before instrumental accompanied singing became 
part of the service.

That history is strong evidence that the omission of playing 
instruments in the New Testament was intentional, not accidental 
or incidental. The Eastern Churches, called Orthodox Churches, 
continue to use vocal music only, and they predominate in Eastern 
Europe and in many parts of Asia.

Instrumental music did not become common in most Prot-
estant churches until the nineteenth century and then only over 
strenuous objection.  Writings expressing opposition to instru-
ments in worship in much stronger tones and phrases that you 
will find in this treatise are still extant and often quoted from such 
men as John Calvin, founder of Presbyterianism (1500’s), John 
Wesley, Anglican and founder of Methodism (1700’s), Methodist 
commentator Adam Clarke (early 1800’s), and Baptist Charles H. 
Spurgeon (late 1800’s).

The churches that grew out of the restoration movement were 

united on music in the assembly until the instrument was intro-
duced. A cappella music is still acknowledged by all to be scriptural 
and acceptable.  A unity movement should not abandon a position 
that is known to be right in favor of one for which a biblical case 
has not been made.  

Indeed, “a cappella,” now defined as “without instrumental ac-
companiment,” literally means “as in church.”  From the beginning, 
music in the church was without instrumental accompaniment.

n (Closing Thoughts)
About Christ’s Church

The Lord’s church began on the Day of Pentecost following 
His resurrection and ascension into heaven. Peter preached the 
gospel of forgiveness of sins through the resurrection of Jesus 
from the dead. People were convicted of sin, “cut to the heart,” and 
asked, “What shall we do?” And Peter said to them, “Repent and 
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit” (Acts 2:37-38). Three thousand responded favorably, were 
baptized, forgiven and added by the Lord to His church.

The essence of the restoration plea is, “If we hear what they 
heard, believe what they believed, do from the heart what they did, 
we will receive what they received—forgiveness of sins and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit—and become what they became—Christians, 
added to His church.” People today can respond in the same way 
and receive the same blessings. When several do and band together 
to “do Bible things in Bible ways,” they are a church, a congrega-
tion, of Christ.

Some of them may be indulging in secret sins, some may 
reveal sectarian ideas by their speech and may harbor a sectarian 
spirit but, as David Lipscomb famously said, “Someone else’s sec-
tarianism does not make me sectarian.”   

Everyone who has been redeemed is transferred from the 
kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of Christ (Col. 1:13). All 
who are saved are added to His church (Act 2:47, 5:11). All who 
are baptized into Christ become children in God’s family. Others 
obviously use it differently, but I try to use biblical expressions 
biblically. When I say, “The Lord’s church,” “the kingdom,” or “the 
church of Christ,” that is who I include and what I mean.    

The nineteenth century restorers did not begin the church 
of Christ. We are grateful to them because they reminded people 
that they should come back to just the Bible, laying aside human 
creeds, sectarian names and anything non-biblical that divides. We 
should continue that today. It is not our task, however, to restore 
the nineteenth century restoration movement or the church of the 
1950’s. It is our task, as fully as possible, to restore the church of 
the New Testament as the apostles attempted to shape it by their 
preaching and corrections. 

Back to the Bible! MM

Comments invited. Cecil May, writer: (cmay@faulkner.edu); Al 
Franks, editor: (franksmm@aol.com); P. O. Box 1578; Kosciusko, MS 
39090
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By Greg Ledbetter
The Barna Group published some statistics a few years ago 

informing us that more than two-thirds of our church-going 
young adults drop out between the ages of 18-22. That is 2 out 

of every 3 kids. That is almost 70% of our 
young people leaving the church. I believe 
we are losing them much younger than 
that. Having worked with youth now for 
over 10 years, I can tell you that they are 
making up their minds much earlier 
than 18-22.

Do you want to 
know why we are 
losing our young 

people? There are many reasons, but one 
of the major problems in our congre-
gations today is that our young people 
do not feel useful. They do not feel 
needed. They do not feel wanted. 

I was teaching a young men’s 
leadership class a couple of years ago. 
The young men were to be ready every 
Sunday morning in class to practice a 
song, prayer, and devotional. I did this so 
they would be ready when they were called on. 
One of the young men said, “What’s the point? We 
will never be called on anyway because we are too young.” 

This comment made me wonder if most young people feel 
this way.  I did a survey of 75 young people to find out. I asked 
the question. “What is the most discouraging thing about the 
Church?” The top three answers were (1) Feeling Unwanted, (2) 
Feeling Unneeded, and (3) Feeling Not Good Enough. The fol-

low-up question was, “Why do you feel this way?” The number 
one answer was because of the expression, “Our youth are the 
future of the church.” 

I understand what is meant by that phrase, but our young 
people feel as though there is a magic age to be useful to the 
church. I think it would do us all good to be careful to not 
discourage, but rather to encourage.

In I Timothy 4:12, Paul wrote to the young evangelist 
Timothy, “Let no one despise your youth.” Even then there 

was the danger of some looking down upon those who were 
younger. It is evident, all through the scriptures, 

that God used young people to carry out his 
purpose. We see men like David, when God 

used him to defeat Goliath (I Samuel 
17:33). It was through Joseph, that God 
provided Israel a means to survive a 
famine. He was 17 when he was sold 
into slavery (Genesis 37:2). When 
eight year old Josiah became king and 
was a good one (2 Chronicles 34:1-
2). Mary brought the Savior into the 

world and was but a young virgin (Luke 
1:26-33). 

We can see God often used young 
people to accomplish great things!  I believe He 

can do much through young people today as well. 
While it is true that our youth need to show themselves worthy 
of serving, it is our duty to make sure we disciple them and give 
them those opportunities to serve now. MM

Greg is an associate minister with the North Brandon church in Brandon, MS. 
His email address: gregledbetter@yahoo.com)
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by Ken Joines 
I write these lines with a profound sense of inad-

equacy, yet with a deep longing to share God’s will 
on this important subject.  When we deal with life 

and death, as we are when dealing with abortion, 
it is an awesome responsibility to give proper 
moral and spiritual guidance.  This feeling is 
compounded when I realize there will be people 
reading this whose lives have been impacted 
by abortion,  but whose guilt I don’t want to 
compound.  At the same time, when right and 
wrong are at issue, we cannot remain silent 
but must in love bring God’s will into focus.  

That is my only motivation for this 
article.

Most of us were 
shocked and saddened 

when in 1973 the 
Supreme Court 

made abortion on demand legal and forbad the States to 
interfere.  In effect, that ruling struck down virtually ev-
ery anti-abortion law in this land.  Informed Christians 
realize that while the legal problem seem to be satisfied, 
moral and religious problems most certainly remain un-
resolved.  Just because something is legal does not mean 
that it is moral or right in God’s sight.

It seems so strange that a society which is so re-
luctant to put a guilty person to death for murder, will 
consent to, aid and abet the murder of literally millions 
of unborn innocent human beings;  strange that a person 
can go to jail for destroying eggs in an eagle’s nest, yet go 
unnoticed when killing a child.  And consider this:  If we 
were killing puppies instead of babies, America would 
experience an uprising the likes of which we’ve never 
seen or heard of !  When a culture deteriorates to the 
extent we have, where human life is so cheap, then good 
people have to speak out

And lest anyone think I am stretching the enormity 
of the crime against the unborn, it is well to consider a 

few statistics on the subject of abortion.  In the year 
following the high court’s decision (1974) in 

New York City there were 34,826 live births 
and 45,733 abortions. That is 1,313 abor-

tions for every 1,000 births.  In 1992
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there were more than 4,000 abortions every day in the U.S.   In 
the history of our nation, we have lost approximately 1.25 million 
soldiers in all the wars we’ve fought, while since 1973 we have 
murdered approximately 41 million human babies!  

It is fitting just here to call attention to some of the passages 
from God’s word which forbid taking an innocent life deliberately.  
Exodus 20:13:  “You shall not murder.”  

Deuteronomy 27:24-24:  “Cursed is the man who kills an 
innocent person.”  Matthew 5:21: “Do not murder.”    I John 3:15: 
“No murderer has eternal life in him.”   These passages are enough 
to make it clear that God forbids the taking of an innocent life.  
Jeremiah 1:5 says he was set apart and ordained a prophet before 
he came forth out of the womb.  Luke 1:44 records John the Bap-
tist leaping for joy in his mother’s womb at the salutation of Mary.   
Psalm 139:13 speaks of the origin of a human being and clearly 
shows God at work making a human being: “You knit me together 
in my mother’s womb,” David said.    

All the foregoing Bible passages show that from con-
ception we have a human being with great poten-
tial, not just a potential human being!  We don’t 
say that an adult “comes from an infant;” 
rather that an adult was once an infant, 
and since has grown, matured and 
developed into an adult.  Everything 
an adult is was once contained in the 
infant—just not fully developed.

In the same way, we do not say 
that an infant has come from the 
fetus or embryo or the fertilized 
ovum.  Rather, we say that the infant 
was once a fertilized ovum and now is 
more mature, larger and more devel-
oped than what he was—in entirety—at 
conception.   Because of our present scientific 
knowledge of DNA and of chromosome and 
gene structure, and of the intricate genetic program-
ming, we know that a fertilized ovum can only develop into what 
it already is—a being, a person.  All of this is predetermined, and 
in totality already exists, when fertilization occurs. Thus, abortion 
is the killing of an innocent human being!

I feel it appropriate and needed to just here say something 
about contraception.   Since the ovum and sperm each carries 
only half of the genetic structure needed to produce a human life, 
the destruction of either is morally justifiable so long as it is done 
within the marriage relationship, for there is not present in either 
by itself all that is necessary for life.  But once a human life has 
been formed by the joining of sperm and ovum, man becomes 
morally responsible when he destroys that life.  The new life, this 
new being, is totally different from either the sperm or the ovum.  

Now, back to the title of this article: The World’s Largest 
Cemetery.  Just recently I checked with LifeNews.com and  asked 
how many abortions have been performed in the U.S. since 
the Roe v. Wade ruling in 1973 and the number given me was 
60,069,971. (This was some three months ago, so the total is quite 
a  lot higher now, since we know that there are more than 4,000 

abortions every day).  This is shockingly close to 20% of the entire 
present population of the United States!   Then I started wonder-
ing how large the cemetery would need to be if we buried each 
baby in a standard burial plot.  So I called a mortician friend and 
obtained some numbers.  

 Have you ever visited Arlington National Cemetery in Wash-
ington?  Huge, isn’t it?  Arlington has just 624 acres, or less than 
one  square mile, and contains 400,000 graves.  But the cemetery 
I’m trying to describe would be78,000 acres, or 62.5 square miles, 
holding more than 60 million little kids.

This is a good time to stop and be reminded of how Jesus 
considered little kids.  In Luke 18:15-16 we read, “People were also 
bringing babies to Jesus to have him touch them.  When the dis-
ciples saw this, they rebuked them.  But Jesus called the children 
to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’”

I hope these facts will cause just one person to consider how 
much evil our nation presently tolerates.  What determines 

the stage at which an embryo is a “person”?    The U.S. 
Supreme  Court said it is “the heartbeat.”  Heart-

beat begins between six and seven weeks.
What alternative is there to abortion?  

This is easy, at least in principle.   There 
are right now some two million couples 
waiting to adopt a child…..couples who 
are unable to bear a child themselves, 
or those who want additional children.  
They are anxious to adopt.  The women 
desiring abortions can be directed to 
the services of agencies that will give 

them the physical and spiritual guidance 
they need to have their babies, then see 

that they are placed in good homes where 
they will receive the loving care they are enti-

tled to.  In this way, a pregnant woman will forego 
the psychological trauma and deep feeling of guilt that 

arises again and again to plague the one who compounded a mis-
take by aborting a child.

Abortion on demand is not the Christian answer to any 
problem—whether for an unwed mother or a married woman who 
does not want another child.  Abortion, though now legal in this 
nation, is an assault on Biblical morality which every Christian 
must abhor and reject. 

One final word:  If you are a woman who has had an abor-
tion, please know and be assured that this sin can be forgiven by a 
Savior who died to save us all.  There is no repented sin so grievous 
that it is beyond the reach of the loving arms of Jesus.  

Consider this:  To the very ones who brutally crucified the 
Son of God, he directed Apostle Peter to say, “Repent and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins….” (Acts 2:38).  And if you had an abortion after 
becoming a Christian,  be assured that he said, “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just  to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all  unrighteousness.” (I John 1:9) MM

Since 
1973 we 
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million human 
babies!  
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Jim Howard 
Growing up in and traveling all over 

the South, I remember in particular two 
billboard messages. The first: “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be  saved” 
(Acts 16:31) placed there by the South-
ern Baptists. The second: “Repent and be 
baptized everyone of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins” (Acts 
2:38) placed there by 
members of churches 
of Christ. These two 
proof texts served 
as ammunition for 
a theological battle 
between the two 
groups 

And now, as 
Paul Harvey used to say, the rest of the 
story. We’re all familiar with the story of 
the Philippian jailer recorded in Acts 16. 
In fact, the words from the first billboard 
come from that story. Paul and Silas have 

been thrown into prison for casting out a 
fortune-telling spirit from a young woman. 
After their singing hymns to their fellow 
prisoners at midnight, a great earthquake 
occurs. The jailer, who is responsible for 
the lives of the prisoners with his own life, 
is about to kill himself when Paul calls out 
in a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for 
we are all here” (16:28). Rushing in and 

trembling with fear, the jailer falls before 
the missionaries, brings them out and says, 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 

A new paragraph (or thought unit) 
begins with 16:31. We are told that Paul 
and Silas proclaimed, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus and you will be saved....” That’s where 
the billboard stopped. But, by no means, is 
that where the message stops! 

Some of us may faintly remember 
what our high school English teacher 
taught us about paragraphs. The first 
sentence in the paragraph usually governs 
the thought of the entire paragraph. The 
governing thought is obviously “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved....” 
So everything else in the paragraph is 
included in believing. 

That “everything” includes the fol-
lowing: they spoke the word of the Lord 
to him; he washed their wounds; he was 
baptized at once; he set food before Paul 
and Silas; and he rejoiced along with his 
entire household that he had believed in 
God. Paul’s instruction to believe in the 
Lord Jesus was obviously true. But a prop-
er definition of “believe” (and we might 
add “repent”) has to include everything the 
jailer did in that paragraph. 

Back to the billboards for a moment. 
What’s wrong with the two billboards? 
Nothing if a context is provided. Proof 
texts in and of themselves are often dangerous 
because the context is missing. In one sense 
every teaching in the New Testament 
about what one needs to do to become a 
Christian is inadequate in itself, for two 
reasons. First, salvation is a wholistic 
process. Both the billboard teachings are 
crucial but not the whole picture. Second-
ly, in salvation God and the Lord Jesus 
do the heavy lifting. All requirements for 
salvation are interconnected but individu-
ally each is obeyed with the understanding 

that all we do is minor in comparison to 
what Jesus did on the cross. 

Perhaps Ephesians 2:8-9 says it best: 
“For by grace you have been saved through 
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is 
the gift of God, not a result of works, so 
that no one may boast.” All of this should 
remind us that in salvation God is looking 
on the heart (See Jesus’ Parable of the 
Sower). He is looking for faithful, submis-
sive, obedient hearts. That’s what faith is 
all about. 

The problem with the person who 
defines faith in such a way as to exclude 
baptism is that that individual has a 
flawed, incomplete, inadequate faith. 

One other convenient truth from 
this interpretation of faith and baptism! 
If Romans chapter 6 is defining baptism 
(immersion) as something separate and 
apart from faith, there is a problem with 
the structural integrity of the epistle to the 
Romans. For the Apostle Paul makes clear 
throughout the entire book that salvation 
is by faith, not work. “...The righteous shall 
live by faith” (Rom. 1:17). “For we hold that 
one is justified by faith apart from works of 
the law” (Rom. 3:28). 

In summary I am very thankful for 
the story of the Philippian jailer. It teaches 
me that faith or believing is fundamental 
to salvation. We are talking about a special 
condition of heart. But if one possesses 
that kind of heart, a number of specific 
actions will follow -- without fail. And 
above all, it is God the Father who, from 
eternity, formulated the salvation plan and 
the Lord Jesus Christ who carried out 
that plan by dying on the cross, who are 
responsible for our being saved. May they 
receive our  highest praise. MM

Jim Howard is an educator and minister who may 
be contacted at howardjI621@att.net. 

Faith, Baptism 
& Salvation 

The problem with the person 
who defines faith in such a way 

as to exclude baptism is that 
that individual has a flawed, 

incomplete, inadequate faith.

All of this should remind us 
that in salvation God is 

looking on the heart 
(See Jesus’ Parable of the 
Sower). He is looking for 

faithful, submissive, obedient 
hearts. That’s what faith 

is all about. 
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The Hillcrest Church of Christ continues to be shining light for 
the Lord in Baldwyn, Mississippi and surrounding areas.  The con-
gregation meets at 956 South Fourth Street in Baldwyn, Mississippi 
with an average attendance on Sunday morning of about 110. The 
Christians there are very active in the work of the church concerning 
evangelism, benevolence and worship. 

Hillcrest is highly supportive of the work in Nigeria and, here 
locally, with Maywood Christian Camp in Hamilton, AL, local 
nursing home work,  Agape in Memphis, TN, and Pine Vale Chil-
dren’s Home in Corinth, MS.  

The congregation continues to grow and has recently appointed 
Ray Gibson as an elder which brings the total number of elders to 
four. The elders are Jimmy Dillinger, Ray Gibson, Larry Long, and 
Grady Wigginton.  

Their minister is Russ Vickers who has served the Hillcrest con-
gregation for the last five years.  Chris Long is their Youth Minister 
and has served almost 2 years. 
(Report by Russ Vickers. Thanks! pf)

Hillcrest Church in Baldwyn Adds to Eldership

The elders are from left to right: Jimmy Dillinger, Ray Gibson 
(recent addition), Larry Long and Grady Wigginton.

We are thankful to share with MM readers some special news 
about two very capable Bible scholars who are presently writing 
commentaries on seven Old Testament books. Two former MBC 
professors, Ray Paseur and Roger Hines are each using an office 
made available to them by the Kosciusko church and Magnolia 
Bible Center.  Ray and Roger, who both have earned doctorate 
degrees, feel blessed to have full access to a library in Kosciusko 
containing more than 30,000 volumes, which was accumulated 
during the thirty-three years of service 
rendered by Magnolia Bible College 
(1976 - 2009).  

Roger Hines, who preaches for the 
North Liberty church of Christ in Can-
ton, Mississippi, is working on a series of 
commentaries to be published by “Truth 
for Today.”  He is currently preparing 
commentaries on First and Second Kings; 
also First and Second Chronicles.  Roger is working on the 
textual approach and historical background of the Old Testament 
books.  His main objective is to center in on “exegesis”; that is, to 
pull out of the text the meaning; to answer, “What is the grammar 
saying to you?”  In addition to the resources of MBC’s library, 
Roger is, of course, using many books he has in his own library.  

Ray Paseur who preaches for the Forest church of Christ in 
Forest, Mississippi, is also working on the series of commentaries 

to be published by “Truth for Today.”  He is currently preparing 
commentaries on First and Second Samuel; also Joshua.  We are 
so thankful that Ray is willing to take out time from his writings 
to assist in the beginning of Magnolia Bible Institute (a school of 
Biblical Studies). He offered his time and talents during our fall 
session and plans to teach a special course starting in January of 
next year (2019).  

The Truth for Today Series is a set of commentaries on which 
several Bible scholars are presently work-
ing.  Eddie Cloer is the General Editor.  
Don Shackelford is the associate Old 
Testament Editor and Duane Warden 
is the associate New Testament editor.  
Biblecourses.com is the website for Truth 
for Today World Mission School.  You 
can go online and enroll in these classes. 

We thought that you, as a MM 
reader, might like to know just a little about the special work of 
writing commentaries now going on in Kosciusko, Mississippi. 
Especially interesting is the fact that the research and writing 
involves two former MBC professors, using MBC facilities, to 
help them in their dedicated efforts to assist others understand 
better and more effectively teach the Word of God. Please pray 
for Ray and Roger as they continue their good work and writings. 
(Paul Franks) 

Something Special
Going on in Kosciusko, Mississippi

COMMENTARIES IN THE MAKING
Authors: Ray & Roger 



By Steve W. Reeves 
President Ronald Reagan loved to tell humorous stories. One 

of his favorites concerned an old farmer driving an old truck. In 
the back of the truck was an old dog, and behind the truck was a 
trailer carrying an old mule. As the farmer drove along a winding 
country road, a reckless driver ran him into a ditch, where his truck 
and trailer overturned. 

Several days later the farmer appeared in court with a broken 
arm and numerous bruises. “I don’t understand,” said the judge. 
The police report said you were “just fine.” The farmer offered 
this explanation. “Your honor, when I awoke after the accident, I 
saw the police officer examining my old mule. The animal was in 
terrible pain and the policeman mercifully put 
it out of its misery. Next he went to my old dog. 
He, too, was in pain and the officer also put him 
out of misery. Then he looked at me and asked, 
‘Now, how are you?” I immediately replied, “I’m 
just fine.” 

When we are asked how we are, we often 
say we are fine. Though we may be fine physically, 
we are not fine spiritually. All of us are   broken and bruised by 
sin (Romans 3:23; 1 John 1:8,10), which is lawlessness according 
to 1 John 3:4: “Everyone who practices sin also practices lawless-
ness; and sin is lawlessness”. Our common condition is the need 
for the forgiveness of sin. Whether we are a student, an educator, 
a physician, a mechanic, a businessman or woman, a laborer, a 
homemaker, a secretary, a storekeeper, a salesperson, a truck driver, 
a computer technician, or a retiree we share the universal need of 
humanity for God’s grace.

Our English word “grace” is derived from the Greek “charis.” 

This word is found 156 times in the New Testament. In its early 
use it meant “sweetness” or “attractiveness.”  It later came to mean, 
“favor,” “goodwill,” or “loving kindness.” Grace is never attained by 
one’s own efforts, but is a gift received from another. 

When the apostle Paul wrote to the church in Rome, the 
themes of salvation, grace, and faith were foremost in his mind. 
Romans 5 is particularly helpful in discovering the beauty of God’s 
grace. 

n GRACE PRODUCES HOPE 
       Romans 5:1-2 

An airline pilot addressed his passengers on the intercom, “I 
have good news and bad news. The bad news is we are hopelessly 
lost. The good news is we’re making great time.” Isn’t this de-
scriptive of our society? Millions of people are without hope and 
without God in this world (Ephesians 2:12) as they rush through 
life at breakneck speed.  

In Romans 5 Paul asserts that hope does not come through 
human righteousness but through God’s grace. In verses 1 and 2 
we read, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.”

Paul did not boast that we are justified by our own effort. 
Human righteousness can never make us right before God (Prov-
erbs 14:12; 16:25; Isaiah 64:6). Our peace with God can only be 
attained through faith in Jesus Christ. It is through Him that we 
have obtained access, by faith, into the grace of God which gives us 
hope. 

That we are not justified by our own effort was illustrated 
when a group of theologians met to discuss the distinctiveness of 
Christianity from other world religions. After considerable debate, 
the famous writer, C.S. Lewis, spoke up, “That’s easy,” he said. “It’s 
grace!” Every other religion is based on human effort to reach up 
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       Grace
to God. Christianity is the only religion in which God has reached 
down to humanity.    

It is God’s grace that enables us to sing, “My hope is built on 
nothing less, than Jesus’ blood and (His) righteousness!”         

n GRACE PICTURES LOVE 
     Romans 5:6-8

In Romans 5:6-8 Paul wrote, “For while we were still helpless, 
at the right time  Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly 
die for a righteous man; though   perhaps for the good man some-
one would dare even to die.  But God demonstrates His own love 
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

The connection between love and grace is beautifully por-
trayed by David in 2 Samuel 9:1-13. Out of his deep love for 
Jonathan, David, the king of Israel, demonstrated grace to Me-
phibosheth, the son of Jonathan. Following the death of Saul and 
Jonathan, David displayed kindness and favor to Mephibosheth by 
restoring the land that belonged to Saul and insisting that he eat at 
the king’s table as one of his own sons. 

God’s grace is a remarkable demonstration of love for us. John 
wrote, “By this the love of God was manifested in us that God has 
sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we might live 
through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins” (1 
John 4:9-10). 

n GRACE PROMOTES 
      RECONCILIATION
       Romans 5:9-11

Paul continued in verses 9 and 10 by writing, “Much more 
then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved 
from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were ene-
mies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.” 

God’s wrath is intended for His enemies. Fortunately, we do 
not have to be enemies’  of God. His grace has made provision 
through the atoning blood of His Son to save us from wrath. Paul 
wrote to the Ephesians, “But God, being rich in mercy, because of 
His great love with which He loved us, even when we were dead in 
our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ by grace you 
have been saved” (Ephesians 2:4-5).        

When Fiorello LaGuardia was mayor of New York City 
(1934-1945) he occasionally presided over night court. Once, 
during the Great Depression, an elderly woman was brought 
before the bench on a shoplifting charge. She tearfully explained 
that she had stolen a loaf of bread to feed her hungry grandchil-
dren. The store owner insisted on justice and LaGuardia agreed. 
“The law says you must be punished. I sentence you to pay a fine 
of ten dollars or spend ten days in jail.” As he spoke, LaGuardia 
reached for his wallet, pulled out a ten dollar bill and laid it on the 
desk. “Let the record show that the fine has been paid in full,” he 
declared. How fortunate this woman was to have a judge who was 
both just and compassionate. You and I are even more fortunate to 
serve a Heavenly judge who exhibits these same traits. 

n GRACE PREVAILS OVER SIN
       Romans 5:20-21

Have you noticed the various ways people address sin? Some 
attempt to ignore or trivialize it. Others deal with sin by renaming 
it or rationalizing it. Every human attempt to remove the stain of 
sin falls woefully short in the sight of a sinless, holy God. Even 
Paul recognized that the introduction of law did not lead to a 
decrease in sin. The law was a reminder of how unrighteous we are. 
In Romans 5:20 he stated, “The Law came in so that the transgres-
sion would increase.” 

The gospel (good news) of Christ is found in Paul’s next 
statement, “but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more, 
so that, as sin reigned in death, even so grace would reign through 
righteousness to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Ro-
mans 5:19-21). God’s marvelous grace “exceeds our sin and our 
guilt.” It transcends the depths of human depravity and offers us 
the only hope for eternal salvation. 

God’s grace, however, does not negate the need for our obe-
dience. Salvation is a combination of God’s grace and our faith. 
“For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that no 
one may boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

n GRACE IS NOT CHEAP
I remember an occasion from my childhood when my parents 

took me to the Greyhound bus station in downtown Memphis to 
claim a package that had been sent to me from my aunt. Inside the 
large brown box were presents wrapped in colorful, holiday gift 
wrap. What joy and delight those gifts brought to me. They did 
not cost me anything but they did cost those who had sent them. 
God offers His grace freely to us but He paid a tremendously high 
price through the sacrifice of His son, Jesus. 

May the blood-stained cross of Christ lead you to the discov-
ery of His “Amazing  Grace.” MM

Steve W. Reeves has been a preacher for forty years in Tennessee, Mississippi 
and Arkansas. He is the Preaching Minister for the West Side Church of Christ, 
709 West Arch, Searcy, Arkansas. 72143. Email: steve@wschurch.net. Phone: 
(501)268-2951.
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ENVELOPE ATTACHED (at this opening)
Please Detach and Return to us
1. Include your answers to “The Question Box”
2. Names and addresses to receive the MM
3. Suggestions, ideas and comments
4. Enclose a contribution, if at all possible. 
(Help us to continue and expand our mission)

Magnolia Messenger 
(Circulation: Over 30,000)
Supported by volunteer contributions 
from congregations and individuals.
Magnolia Messenger; P. O. Box 1578; Kosciusko, MS 39090 
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                                     from a  Woman’s 
       Viewpoint

By June Franks 
Most religious (“Christian”) people 

celebrate Jesus’ birth on December 25th. 
Of course, the Bible does not reveal the 
date of His earthly arrival; however, faithful 
Christians have reason to celebrate His 
miraculous birth throughout the year. 

Caution.  May we never be guilty of 
centering our worship on Jesus as a babe 
lying in a manger.  Keep in mind that the 
“Baby Jesus” developed into adulthood and 
it was, as a man, that 
He truly manifested 
God to the world. 
Scripture states, “And 
Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God 
and man” (Luke 2: 52). 
Without a doubt, we 
need to know Him. 
And, to get to know Jesus, who He really is 
and what He truly means to us, it is needful 
that each one dedicate valuable time to per-
sonally reading/studying the first four books 
of the New Testament.  

We desperately need Jesus. We need 
Him because He, and He alone, is our Sav-
ior. Speaking about Mary, an angel said to 
Joseph, “And she will bring forth a Son, and 
you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” Matthew 
1:21-23 continues, “This was done that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet saying, ‘Behold, 
the virgin shall be with child, and bear a 
Son, and they shall call His name Immanu-
el, which is translated, God with us.’”  

Without Jesus, there is no salvation. 
We truly need Him. Jesus is the only way 
to salvation, to Heaven!  The Bible says, 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we might be 
saved” (Acts 4:12).

The best known Bible verse ( John 
3:16) declares, “For God so loved the world, 

that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” This, the 
“Golden Text” of the Bible, demonstrates 
God’s love for the world. God “so loved.” 
God “gave.” He gave His Son that we 
might live, truly live --not just on earth, but 
also forever in Heaven.  Jesus said, “…I am 
come that they might have life; and that 
they might have it more abundantly” ( John 
10:10). For all who would live, now and 
hereafter, Jesus is desperately needed.  

Jesus spoke of the eternal home and 
life forever in Heaven. He said to His 
disciples, “Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house are many mansions: if 
it were not so. I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you. I will come again 
and receive you unto myself; that where I 
am, there ye may be also. And whither I go 
ye know, and the way ye know” ( John 14:1-
4). Jesus, our one and only Saviour, has gone 
to prepare a place for us. What comforting 
words from our Lord. We need Him!  

Some will say that “All we need is Jesus.” 
Many speak of  the need to have “a personal 

relationship with Jesus.” While it is true 
that we need Jesus and we need a personal 
relationship with Him, we also need to 
respect His words -- the teachings of Jesus 
-- as recorded in the Bible. We cannot have 
Jesus; not really, unless we accept and respect 
His words -- His teachings! 

To have Jesus, to have a personal 
relationship with Him, we need to accept 
and respect what Jesus taught about all 

matters, including His church.  Jesus taught 
that His church was/is a part of His plan 
for the salvation of lost souls. Jesus said he 
came to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10). 
In accomplishing his mission to “seek and 
save,” He promised to build His church. 
(Matthew 16:18). Jesus gave His life for the 
church! (Ephesians 5:25). He purchased 
His church with His blood (Acts 20:28). Be 
assured: Jesus didn’t die for an unimportant 
church! Jesus adds the saved to His church 
(Acts 2:42). Jesus is declared to be the 
Saviour of the body; His body, His church! 
(Eph. 5:23). 

Think about this.  Since the church 
belongs to Jesus, should we not recognize 
the value of His church? Should we not also 
give Jesus Christ credit as the owner?  And 
should not the church, Christ’s church, be 
identified in such a way as to recognize and/
or honor its owner? Is this not a reason Paul 
wrote in Romans 16:16, “...the churches of 
Christ salute you”? Yes, in our need for Jesus 
we must recognize  our need for Christ’s 
church. 

Jesus is our Saviour. We need Him; 
we also need to respect his teachings about 
salvation. Study Mark 16:15,16. Here it is 
written, “And He said unto them. Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. He that believeth and is 
baptized shall be saved; but he that belie-
veth not shall be damned.” How can we say 
we believe in Him and not believe in His 
words? How can we accept him without 
accepting His commands? 

Yes, we truly need Jesus. But, we need 
to hear and obey Him!  Have you shown 
your faith through obedience to the One 
who died for You? Have you shown your 
faith by being baptized? If we truly make 
Him the “Lord of our life” then will we not 
gladly obey His commandments. Remem-
ber, Jesus said, “ If ye love me, ye will keep my 
commandments.” ( John 14: 15) MM

Mrs. A. L. Franks; P. O. Box 1578; 
Kosciusko, MS 39090; franksmm@aol.com 

All We Need Is 

JESUS! (???)

While it is true that we need Jesus 
and we need a personal relationship with 
Him, we also need to respect His words -- 

the teachings of Jesus -- as recorded in 
the Bible. We cannot have Jesus; not 
really, unless we accept and respect 

His words -- His teachings! 



By: John Gardner
Few things are as stirring and as 

welcomed as observing the dawn of a new 
day on a clear crisp morning.  The slightest 
hint of light gives way to more and more 
light until the day fully arrives.  A part of 
its arrival is the appearing of the morn-
ing star (actually the planet Venus).  It is 
the harbinger of the day.  Mythically the 
morning star might be considered the day 
bringer.

Biblically, the morning star plays a 
role in some important truths God wants 
us to understand.  For those of us some-
what jaded by scientific explanations of all 
things astronomical, it takes some effort to 
appreciate the meaning that the morning 
star had for ancient people and continues 
to have as a part of Scripture.

From the Pentateuch to Revelation, 
special uses of “star” are singled out as 
a part of God’s grand plan to send His 
Son into the world to save mankind.  The 
prophet Balaam failed to curse God’s 
people Israel on the plains of Moab, but 
instead uttered four prophetic blessings.  
In the fourth he says, “I see Him, but not 
now; I behold Him, but not near.  A Star 
shall come out of Jacob; a Scepter shall rise 
out of Israel…” (Numbers 24:17 NKJV).  
What a glorious prophecy  that was 
fulfilled in Christ Jesus our Lord centuries 
after Balaam spoke and Moses wrote.

Sometime after Jesus’ birth, wise men 
from the East were granted the guidance 
of a star to help them locate the young 
Savior (Matthew 2:1,9).  They had seen 
“His star” in the East and traveled the 
long, slow journey to worship Him.  

Near the end of the New Testament, 
“the morning star” occurs three times in 
the text to stir our thoughts and imagina-
tion along spiritual lines.  Let’s begin with 
the last occurrence.

“I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify 
to you these things in the churches.  I am 
the Root and the Offspring of David, the 
Bright and Morning Star” (Revelation 

22:16).  In the verse, the Root and the 
Offspring of David remind the readers and 
hearers of the Revelation (1:3) that Jesus 
is the fulfillment of Messianic prophecies 
made to David.  His lineage according to 
the flesh is secure (Matthew 1:1–17).  That 
points to the past as Jesus’ speaks.  But 
what about the future?  What’s ahead?

Jesus is alive and powerful forever 
more (Revelation 1:17,18).  He reigns over 
the kings of the earth (Revelation 1:5).  He 
is the promise of a great dawning leading 
to endless light where darkness and gloom 
cannot exist.  “The Bright and Morning 
Star” captures that hope and assurance 
so well!  Our bright Star in a world of 
darkness leads us on.  Our morning Star 
promises that eternal day is coming (Reve-
lation 22: 23 – 25).  He is the day bringer.  
Look to Him!  Long for Him to usher in 
the everlasting day of glory.

Peter tells us we can have so much of 

that light and brightness in us now if we 
will but focus our hearts and minds on the 
wealth of Scriptures that tell us of Jesus.  
Having set forth the clear visual and au-
ditory witness about Christ afforded him 
and select others on the Mount of Trans-
figuration (2 Peter 1:16–18), Peter then 
refers to the written prophecies that focus 
on Jesus that add even more to the surety 
of our faith.  “And so we have the prophet-
ic word confirmed, which you do 

well to heed as a light that shines in 
a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in our hearts” (2 Peter 
1:19 

The apostle says the dawning and the 
morning star must arise in our hearts.  He 
is writing to Christians.  The fuller, bright-
er, more real presence of our Savior in our 
inner most lives is so needed.  We 

need the 
understanding, we 
need the hope.  No 
more plodding in 
gloom and darkness; 
rather energized by 
the light, buoyed by 
hope, let is keep our eyes on the Star.

That spirit of hope and promise of 
God’s presence seems evident in the final 
use of morning star we are considering.  
Jesus promised the faithful few at Thyat-
ira that if they held firmly to their faith 
and overcame the evil one, He would give 
them power to rule the nations (Revela-
tion 2:24–27), no doubt as they share in 
His glorious rule (See also 3:21).  Then 
He says, “And I will give him the morning 
star” (2:28).  

This intriguing verse is the subject of 
wide ranging, varying interpretations, all 
the way from the morning star being Satan 
(based on a misinterpretation of Isaiah 
14:12 KJV) to Jesus Christ mentioned 
above.  A review of the interpretations is 
beyond the scope of this short article.

Perhaps what Jesus is offering His 
overcoming church (and us) is the ful-
fillment of all that is hoped for.  We have 
abundant blessings now (Ephesians 1: 3) 
with many, many more to come.  The best 
is yet to be.  The promise is to the individ-
ual faithful one as well as to the obedient 
church (Revelation 2: 29).

When you are up early and look-
ing at the Eastern sky, let the morning 
star remind you that our lives are in the 
hands of the Day Bringer, the Bright and 
Morning Star.  Remember that all types of 
darkness, no matter how deep or sinister, 
are destined to pass so that the eternal 
day in God’s presence can dawn.  That day 
ushered in by the Morning Star will  have 
no evening star.  The radiance of Jesus will 
fill the city of God for all eternity (Revela-
tion 21: 23; 22: 25).  Thank God for such a 
hope. MM           gardner.john43@gmail.com

The Bright & Morning Star

 The radiance of Jesus will fill 
the city of God for all eternity 

(Revelation 21: 23; 22: 25).  
Thank God for such a hope.  
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Mexico Mission GTO Celebrates Ferguson’s Services
During the October mission trip to Guanajuato Mexico, 245 Christians from all 15 churches that have been planted over the last 17 

years came together to honor the retirement of Les Ferguson, Sr as Missions Director. I was privileged to be the keynote speaker for this 
special event. Nelma Ivey, who along with her deceased husband, Marlin, began this great mission ministry, made the trip also and offered 
wonderful words of encouragement to all. Fernando Arroyo, the preacher for the church in San Miguel and GTO director, presented Les 
with a beautiful plaque and other gifts. (Report by John Pigg, Mission GTO Director)

Les Ferguson, Sr (center, holding plaque) accompanied by John Pigg and Don Roberson from USA, 
surrounded by preachers for Mexican churches planted during the past 17 years. 

WORSHIP GOD! 
A husband and wife were on the way home from worship one 

Sunday morning. As they rode along, the wife asked her husband, 
“Did you see that woman in the front row showing off her Liz 
Claiborne suit?” He said, “No.” “Well, did you see that man on our 
left; the one wearing that gaudy sport jacket that clashed with his 
slacks?” “No, I didn’t,” he replied.   

Then she asked, “Well, surely you noticed that young man 
to our right with the tattoo, wearing an ear-ring?” Her husband 
looked up and in a quiet tone, with an embarrassed expression of 
what he was about to confess, said, “Honey, to be honest with you, 
I dozed off during worship this morning. His wife, in a huffy tone, 
then rebuked him saying, “Well!! A lot of good worship does you!” 

Today, as we prepare to attend a worship service, what are you 
looking at? Who are you focused on? Why are you there? 

When John received the Revelation on Patmos he was en-
thralled. It was an incredible, amazing, breathtaking panorama of 
events that the angelic messenger unfolded before his  eyes. We 
can understand how John might, in the excitement of the moment, 
fall down to worship the angel. 

But the heavenly host said, “Do not do it! I am a fellow ser-
vant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony 

of Jesus.” Then he admonished the apostle with a simple two word 
command: “Worship GOD!” (Rev. 19:10) 

There are temptations for us to worship an object or a person 
other than God. There are distractions that can take our focus away 
from God. There are emotions that may even make  worship seem 
to be a satisfying end within itself. But the angel reminds us, as he 
did John: Worship God! 

Today as we all join fellow Christians in worship, may we sing 
with the spirit and the understanding. Pray with our eyes focused 
on the throne of God. Give as we have purposed in our hearts to 
minister God’s work. Really commune with Christ as we eat the 
supper. And apply the preaching of God’s Word to our own lives. 
All that we do today in our worship services is focused on one 
grand objective. One supreme reason. One ultimate aim. Can you 
hear the herald exclaim? “Worship God!” MM

(Author of article unknown to us. We found it in a bulletin published by the Rocky 
Creek Church of Christ in Lucedale, MS dated July 22, 2018.)

MESSENGER Contact info: 
franksmm@aol.com

 662-289-3559 or 662-792-2800
P. O. Box 1578; Kosciusko, MS 39090

Addresses: Changes and/or Additions: glendafranks@yahoo.com
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 Magnolia Messenger’s News       Notes  &  Information

On Saturday October 20th, 2018, the ladies at the Bay 
Springs Church of Christ hosted their 8th annual Ladies Day. 
Guests attend- ing were 
from Enter-
prise, Philadel-
phia, Meridian, 
Laurel, Pine 
Belt, Waynes-
boro and the community. 

We had a fun day beginning 
with a continental breakfast. We 
then began the program with a 
biblical game, singing, praying and 
two sessions of Bible lessons. After 
the lesson, we had a drawing for the door prizes. The day ended 
with a full lunch and fellowship. 

In the past we have been blessed to have wonderful speakers. 
This year was no different; we had the privilege of hearing Breanne 

Sullivan speak. I need to stress, although this was Breanne’s first 
speaking event, she did a great job. 

Breanne is the wife of Seth Sullivan, minister for the Waynes-
boro Church of Christ. Breanne 
and Seth have been married for 
fourteen years and have a three 
year old daughter, Kelly McKen-
zie. Breanne obeyed the gospel in 
May of 2009 at the Kensington 
Woods church in Hattiesburg 
Mississippi. She graduated with 
honors from the University of 
Southern MS with a degree in 
Child Life. Her last year there she 

did an internship at East Tennessee children’s hospital in Knox-
ville, TN, receiving a child life specialist degree. Breanne did a 
wonderful job and everyone enjoyed having her here. MM 
(Report by Gilda Jones, preacher’s wife at Bay Springs)

Bay Springs Church Hosts 8th Annual Ladies’ Day

Lesson Summary
Breanne’s Ladies’ Day lesson 

was entitled “Being A Woman of 
God.” A woman who is pleasing to 
the Lord and how we can be wom-
en of God. In the first session she 
discussed the characteristics of the 
Proverbs 31 Woman and how this 
woman is committed to God and 
her family, has high moral stan-
dards, is competent, provides food 
for her family, makes wise decisions, 
speaks with wisdom, is compassionate 
toward the needs of others, arms herself with strength and 
dignity, is physically strong, appreciates her value to the Lord 
in the way she dresses, is adorned with honor, has a respected 
husband, excels above others, is fruitful and most importantly, 
fears the Lord.

During the second session Breanne discussed various 
women of the Bible who were “Women of God,” led by his 
wisdom and women we should strive to emulate in our lives. 

The Bible is full of stories of women of God who contributed 
to making this world a better place in which to live and who 
have helped advance the will of God on earth. 

She gave a brief description of several women of the 
Bible, how they demonstrated godliness, why they were con-
sidered women of God, and how we can emulate them in our 
lives. 

Like Miriam we can be faithful, like Ruth we can be vir-
tuous, like Esther and Rahab we can be courageous in times 
of trouble, like the widow in Zerephath we can be obedient to 
God’s call, like the widow with two mites we can be generous 
with our money, like Mary we can desire to know and do 
God’s will, like Eunice we can train our children in the ways 
of the Lord, like Lydia we can obey the gospel, like Priscilla 
we can teach others about Jesus, like Elizabeth we can trust 
God, like Mary Magdalene we can be a devoted follower of 
Christ, and like Dorcas we can be full of good works. 

At the conclusion of the lesson, Breanne discussed how, 
through God’s grace, we can live a life that brings glory to the 
Lord and blessings to our household and, even when we fail, 
God’s grace is there to help us get back on track. MM

Breanne Sullivan

Ladies’ Day At Bay Springs 
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The Cox Blvd Church of Christ’s 12th Annual Back to the Bible 
Campaign was as unique as each of the previous ones, but this one 
had a blend of first-time campaigners interspersed with ‘old timers’ in 
the leadership positions. The email below from Jeremy Sigle provides 
the congregation’s perspective of what the campaign meant to them:

The University congregation and I are beyond grateful and full of 
thanksgiving for the Cox Blvd congregation and the Back to the Bible 
program. The effort that was made in the June campaign has been the 
greatest evangelistic effort ever for this congregation. During the cam-
paign 74 Bible studies were set and 10 baptisms took place! 

We have also continued to see God working after the campaign 
as several have visited because of the material left on their doors. One 
study is in the works because of that! Probably the most encouraging to 
me, is the excitement and evangelistic atmosphere that has been ignit-
ed in this congregation because of the campaign. There have been two 
post-campaign baptisms because of this excitement! The people here are 
on fire, continuing to reach out and invite people they meet. The group 
that came down had a very contagious desire to save souls. We are so 
appreciative to have had the opportunity to work with such motivated 
servants of the Kingdom!

Another unique opportunity through this campaign has been the 
Woodlawn youth group and Eddie Matthews coming down to help 
with follow up. This week they have been assisting us in contacting and 
resetting studies that did not hold which resulted in two more baptisms. 
Priase the Lord! They have been a tremendous group to work with and 
we are looking forward to seeing the continued growth God has in store 
here!  Blessings, Jeremy Sigle, Minister, University church of Christ. 
806-281-4998; jeremysigle@blogspot.com

Below is the perspective of Ron Stowe, one of Cox Blvd’s cam-
paigners on his second campaign. 

Door Knocking...
Uneasiness, fear, trepidation and being out of your comfort zone 

are all human feelings that are attached to going up to a stranger’s door 
and knocking on it. Will the stranger yell at me, will they say go away 
or will they listen to what I have to say? The “Back to the Bible” cam-
paign places people at strangers’ doors to offer participation in the local 
church and, if not a member of the church, then a Bible study to show by 
scripture the road to salvation. 

The Great Commission (Matt 28:19) speaks of going out into the 
world to teach all about Jesus and door knocking is a method to do this. 
Although challenging at the start, door knocking does become easier as 
you go. Most people that answer the door are pleasant and, once you 
have identified yourself as being from the church, it does put them more 
at ease. You also get more comfortable with discussing the gospel with 
strangers and you grow as a person by developing your social interac-
tion skills. 

Unfortunately, our culture is becoming more and more isolated 
related to social interactions (ex: texting/tweeting instead of talking), 
and as such, it’s getting harder to get people to come to the door. Now we 
even have what I call, “electronic doorbells “. These devices are basically 
cameras connected to the doorbells that send a picture of whoever is at 
the door to a cell phone. If the homeowner does not recognize the person 
at the door they just don’t get off the couch to answer it. It is basically the 
same thing as when you get an incoming call on your cell phone from a 
number you don’t recognize. You assume it is someone trying to sell you 
something and you just don’t answer it.

21st Century “spreading the word” face to face will get harder 
as time goes by, but the reward for the people you reach, convert and 
baptize will be well worth the effort. Just remember to be pleasant and 
have a smile on your face when door knocking. Transfer your happiness 
of being in the family of Christ to the person you are trying to get there. 

The seven days on a campaign are long and emotional because 
campaigners are pouring out their hearts as they teach lost souls about 
Jesus. They offer up prayers before, during and long after the Bible 
Study has ended for that lost soul because that is what Matt 13:1-
23 teaches. What makes this 40+ people want to gather in Mobile, 
AL during the heat of the summer to knock strangers’ doors from 
9-11am, 1-5pm and 6-8pm? The Great Commission (Mk 16;15-16). 
One of the young women said “We are just walking them home;” how 
true, but they do not realize it. 

Here are the numbers for the 12th Annual Back to the Bible 
Campaign; There were 46 campaigners from 14 congregations in AL, 
OK, TX, MS and WV who worked with the University, Mobile Inner 
City, Creekwood, Chickasaw and Regency congregations looking for 
lost souls. Our love and gratitude go out to the elders and ministers at 
the University congregation who invited Cox Blvd to help them work 
their fields. They knocked approximately 6,000 doors and gave out 
5,740 Brochures and 4,900 Safety Chains. The campaigners averaged 

 A Report from Cox Blvd

12TH ANNUAL 

“ save others by snatching them from 
the fire; to others, show mercy...” 

( Jude 1:23)

“Back to the Bible Campaign”
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6.5 to 7 hours each day knocking doors. Results in raw numbers:

Bible Studies set up   (74)
Bible Studies scheduled to be taught June 15-21   (54)      
Bible Studies that were taught June 15-21   (23)      
Future Studies yet to be taught   (20)
Baptisms June 15-21   (09)      
Baptisms since June 21   (05)
Restored after June 21   (01)

This means a Bible Study was set for every 75 doors knocked and 
information about the Plan of Salvation was left on each of the other 
74 doors. Isaiah 55:9-11 is one of the most comforting of all the Bible 
verses as it stresses, “God’s Word will not come back void but will do what 
He wants it to do.” The lady who was restored in an example of how 
God’s Word works.

As we end every article in the Magnolia Messenger about the re-
sults of the Back to the Bible Campaign, we ask for your help in letting 
other congregations know about Cox Blvd’s Back to the Bible Mission 
program. Our goal is to help every congregation in the Lord’s church to 
have members who are trained and prepared to teach others about Jesus 
(II Tim 2:2).

If your congregation is interested in a B2B Workshop (where 
members are taught how to teach the gospel) and/or a B2B Campaign 
(where every door is knocked, and each person is invited to worship 
with your congregation and offered a free Bible Study) please contact 
the Cox Blvd church of Christ, 303 Cox Blvd. Sheffield, AL 35660 or 
email: secretary@coxblvd.org or telephone 256-383-1618 to call Terry 
Lenz 256-810-9348 or email: twlenz@comcast.net. 

God willing, the 13th Annual Campaign will be with the Hillcrest 
church of Christ, Tuscaloosa, AL June 7-14, 2019. If you or your con-
gregation would like to be a part of reaching the lost contact Cox Blvd, 
as we need more workers. MM

A House of Memories
By Al Franks

In our most recent visit back home to SW Louisiana, I took 
this picture.  It brought back very special memories of my child-
hood at Booger Branch. The house belonged to one of my great 
uncles and his wife.  As a child, I recall many visits with Uncle Tom 
and Aunt Mertie.  For example, my dad used to take me to the 
house where, out on the porch, I would get my monthly haircut. 
My uncle was a self-trained barber who was known to cut hair 
“for free”. I do recall; however, that occasionally, my dad would 
leave a quarter in the hands of the front porch barber. 

Even more precious are the memories of my uncle Tom 

going out of his way to encourage me in my desire and efforts to 
become a preacher. He was serving as an elder of the Boxwood 
church when I obeyed the gospel and made known my desire to 
become a preacher. He, along with other church leaders, immedi-
ately made arrangements for me to make my first Bible talk. The 
date was June 16, 1948, just five days after I was baptized in the 
clear and cool waters of Cypress Creek. 

The next day, after my first “sermon”, when I was asked 
about my talk, Uncle Tom, hearing the question, answered before 
I could respond. I recall him saying, “He did a good job.” This was 
just the beginning of what lasted for more than a score of years 
in which I received encouragement and mentoring from one of 
my grandfather’s brothers.   (I was honored, about twenty-five 
years after that first sermon, to preach my great uncle Tom’s 
funeral sermon.)

Outside of my immediate family, uncle Tom was probably 
my greatest source of spiritual encouragement, both through his 
example before me and his words spoken to me.  Please join with 
me in thanking the Lord for godly elders who set good examples 
and encourage the teaching of the good Word (gospel).  

So, when we visited back home this summer and saw the 
old house pictured above, it brought back some very special 
memories which, I believe, will live with me forever!  And I thank 
you, dear MM reader, for allowing me to share with you a few 
thoughts from the house of memories! MM

March 10 -13, 2019
4rd Annual 

Preachers' Retreat
RECHARGE

Magnolia Bible Center
Kosciusko, Mississippi 

 RESERVE THE DATE

Seeking a Preacher
Kilburn, AL

The Kilburn Church of Christ, about six miles north of 
Florence, Alabama, is presently seeking a full-time preacher. 
The church building is located on County Road 47. Attendance 
ranges from 20 to 25, according to member J. W. Michael who 
also described their congregation as a “very friendly little 
country church.” For information please call brother Michael. 

J. W. Michael  256-764-1182 or 256-627-5142



This quarter I was able to visit with 
several churches in North Mississippi. I 
helped one congregation as they searched 
for a new minister and was part of a 
Gospel Meeting at another. I appreciate 
so much the invitation to help in anyway 
I can to encourage others in their faith 
walk. The following is my report as I visit-
ed among the churches. 

n  July 1: (GERMANTOWN) -- I was 
invited to teach the Auditorium Bible class 
at my home congregation, Germantown 
church of Christ. Bro. Glenn Daily, one of 
our elders, asked me to teach the class 
in his absence. I appreciate, so much, the 
invitation to teach the class, and have the 
opportunity to eat lunch with my children. 
I enjoyed seeing everyone and being a 
part of the worship service. 

In Bible class we considered “Esteeming 
Others” based on Philippians 2:1-11. Jesus 
is a wonderful example of having a humble 
mind and being willing to serve and sacri-
fice for others. Paul uses this example to 
encourage us to have the same attitude. 

In the worship, Dave Phillips presented 
a lesson on “God Speaking Through Man” 
based on Nehemiah 8. Ezra reads the law 
to the people gathered at the Water Gate. 
It is a time of renewal for the people of 
Jerusalem. Nehemiah declares it to be a 
Holy Day as the people worship God and 
turn from gods of the land.

 
n  July 15: (POTTS CAMP) -- I was 

invited to be one of the speakers for the 
Friends and Family Day at the Potts Camp 
church of Christ. Jerry Coats is the minister 
there. They have around 62 in attendance 
and no elders. I always enjoy being part of 
this special day at Potts Camp. I taught the 
Bible class and spoke at the afternoon ser-
vice. Tony Farese, from Ashland, preached 
in the morning worship. Monday through 

Wednesday, they had different preachers 
from the area to speak. The congregation 
is always very gracious to me and they 
always have a wonderful fellowship meal 
at noon. 

In Bible class I spoke on “The Humble 
Mind” from Philippians 2:1-11. We consid-
ered the example of Jesus as he practiced 
the humble/submissive mind. 

Tony preached about the power of the 
Devil in 
our lives. 
He said, 
“Don’t Let 
the Devil 
Ride 
With You, 
Because 
He Will 
Want To 
Drive.” He 
used James and Peter to encourage us to 
resist the Devil and draw near to God. It 
was a very challenging lesson. 

Sunday afternoon I preached on “Power 
To Receive” based on Philippians 2:12-18. 
Paul is the example of how we are to grow 
in our spiritual maturity and the power 
from God to help us do that. 

 
n  July 25: (WEST MAIN, TUPELO) 

-- Wednesday night I was invited to speak 
in the Summer Series at the West Main 
church of Christ in Tupelo, MS. Doug 
Greenway is the minister there. They have 
four elders and around 325 in attendance. 
They were in 
the middle of 
VBS. It was 
fun seeing all 
the children in 
their classes 
and enjoying 
the program. 

I appreci-

ate so much Doug’s invitation to be part 
of the Summer Series. He asked me to 
present my best sermon. I don’t know if 
it’s my best sermon, but I do believe it is 
one that every church needs to hear. My 
lesson was on “Esteeming Others” based 
on the example of Jesus in Philippians 2:1-
11. We are encouraged by Paul to have the 
same attitude as Christ. I gave four charac-
teristics of a humble/submissive mind. I 
enjoyed eating supper with Doug before 
service and getting to visit a while. 

 n  August 5: (BACK TO GERMAN-
TOWN) -- I visited with my supporting 
congregation the Germantown church of 
Christ. The con-
gregation was cel-
ebrating Mission 
Sunday and asked 
Leslie Williams 
and me to speak 
and give a report 
about our mission 
works. Leslie is 
our missionary to 
Canada. Reports 
about works in 
Ukraine and Peru were also given. Also, it 
was announced that the church will begin 
supporting a mission work in Gray, GA. 
They are always looking for good minis-
tries to help. It was a very enjoyable day of 
worship and encouragement. It’s always 
good to worship with my home congrega-
tion. 

In the worship Leslie and I both present-
ed short lessons. Leslie presented a lesson 
based on Ephesians 2:1-10. He mentioned 
God’s plan to save man. As the church we 
are created by God to do His good works. 
Leslie challenged us to live up to that 
calling. 

I presented a lesson on “One Thing I Do” 
which is Paul’s stated goal in Philippians 

Tone Farese, William Coats, 
Eddie Lewis-Potts Camp
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  Visiting among 

     Churches in north 
Mississippi

By Eddie Lewis Missionary to North Mississippi, 9423 Laurel Hill, Olive Branch, MS 38654. E-mail: lewis7946@gmail.com

Vickie and Doug Greenway

Leslie Willians and 
Eddie Lewis



3:13-14. Paul said his goal was to “Press on 
toward the goal of the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.” I tried to en-
courage everyone to make this their goal.

 n  August 12 and 26: (LAKE HAR-
BOUR, RIDGELAND) -- I was invited to 
preach at the Lake Harbour Drive church 
of Christ in Ridgeland, MS. They have six 

elders and around 350 in attendance. John 
Pigg served as minister for the congre-
gation for many years. He is retired and 
working with Mission Mexico which the 
congregation sponsors. Les Ferguson Jr. 
recently left to work with the church in 
Oxford, MS.

They have asked Dustin Abbott and 
his family to come and work with them 
as their new minister. Dustin served the 
church in the past as their youth minister. 
He has a Masters from FHU. They are very 
excited about him coming September 1, 
2018. 

I came early for service to be part of a 
prayer time. It was a blessing to me to see 
their care and love for each other. 

Morris Houston, one of the elders, 
taught the auditorium Bible class. They 
were studying Daniel and he discussed 
the history of the world during the time of 
Daniel’s writing and the prophecy of Chap-
ter 2. It was a good overview. I enjoyed the 
class and the discussion. 

In the worship I presented two lessons 
from Philippians. The first Sunday on 
“Esteeming Others” based on Philippians 
2:1-11. I mentioned Jesus as our example 
of a humble/submissive mind. Paul says 
we are to have this same attitude in us. I 
mentioned four characteristics of a hum-
ble/submissive mind. The second lesson 
“Finding Peace In A Chaotic World” based 
in Philippians 4:6-9. Paul tells us how to 
have peace in Christ. He said right praying, 
right thinking, and right living will help us 

find peace in Christ. I enjoyed my visit with 
the congregation. 

 n  September 2: (BEECH HILL, RIP-
LEY) -- was invited to speak at the Beech 
Hill church of Christ near Ripley, MS. King 
McCarver is the minister there. King has 
served the church for 26 years. He is a 
wonderful preacher and friend. He was 
away visiting with family. The church has 
three elders and around 200 in atten-
dance. They are involved in many good 
works. I appreciate so much this good 
congregation and the wonderful work they 
do in their community. 

I presented two lessons from Paul’s 
letter to the Philippians. In the Bible class 
I present a lesson on “Finding Peace In A 

Chaotic World” based on Philippians 4:6-9. 
Paul gives us three conditions to defeat 
worry in our lives: right praying, right 
thinking and right living. It’s a good lesson 
on defeating worry. 

In the worship service I presented 
the lesson “Esteeming Others” based on 
Philippians 2:1-11. Paul uses Jesus as an 
example of the humble/submissive mind. 
He tells us to have this same attitude if we 
are going to find joy in our lives. The hum-
ble mind is a mind of service and sacrifice 
for others. 

It was a joy for me to visit with the 
congregation. I got to eat lunch with 
Don Ward and his wife. Don is one of the 
elders. 

n  September 16: (CENTRAL AVE., 
COLDWATER) -- I visited with the Central 
Ave. church of Christ in Coldwater, MS. 
They are searching for a minister at 
present. Doug Pitts and one other member 
has been preaching for the church. This 
Sunday they had a guest speaker from the 
South Parkway East church in Memphis, 
Brother Adrian King, who is the associ-
ate minister there. I enjoyed meeting the 
brethren there. They were very warm and 

welcoming. They don’t have elders and 
around 40 in attendance. 

Brother King taught the Bible class. His 
text was from Genesis 1:26, “God’s Eternal 
Purposes.” He expressed his appreciation 
to the church for the invitation to come. 
He then presented his lesson. He asked, 
“What is 
our pur-
pose for 
being in 
the world 
and 
church?” 
He em-
phasized 
the foun-
dation, 
the corner stone, and our walk with God. It 
was a good lesson.

In the worship Brother King presented 
the sermon, “God Wants Your Fellowship” 
based on Micah 3:7-14. He talked about 
God’s desire to fellowship us, but we are 
the ones that have broken that fellow-
ship. He asked the question, how can we 
restore our fellowship with God? It was 
a good lesson and very encouraging. I 
enjoyed my visit with the church at Central 
Ave.

 
n  September 23: (TIPLERSVILLE) 

-- I visited with the Tiplersville church of 
Christ. Two years ago I preached for them 
on several occasions as they searched for 
a minister. Conner Patterson is the young 
man they selected and he has preached 
for them about a year 
and a half. Conner is a 
senior ministry student 
at FHU and plans to enter 
their Master program in 
counseling. He is a single 
young man. He comes 
from a family of preach-
ers. It was a joy for me to 
meet him and eat lunch 
together.  The church has 
two elders and about 40 in 
attendance. 

In Bible class they are using the Gospel 
Advocate Foundations Series. The lessons 
this quarter are from the book of Joshua. 
The lesson for the day was “Memorial 
Stones” based on Joshua 4. Conner lead 
the class in a good study of the memorial 
stones left by Israel as they crossed over

                            Continued on next page
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Elders LHD LC Reese, Morris Houston, Tray-
on George, Dusty Reynolds, Richard Brooks 
and Greg Palmer

Elders Beech Hill-Josh Ward, Don Ward and 
Dan Harrell

Adrian King and Doug Pitts

Conner
Patterson



Continued from page 25
the Jordan River. He did talk about memo-
rials we have today to lead us to Christ. 

In the worship, Conner’s lesson was on 
prayer based on Matthew 6: 5-13. He made 
several points about the basics of prayer. 
Then using the Lord’s Pray as a guide, he 
encouraged us to build our prayer life and 
make it an important part of our daily 
walk with God. It was a good lesson. I 
enjoyed my visit and meeting Conner. 

 
(ANTIOCH, INDEPENDENCE) -- I 

preached four Sunday for the Antioch 
church of Christ in Independence, MS. It 
is always a joy for me to get to see all the 
folks at Antioch. They are very supportive 
of my ministry. Sunday, September 9, we 
had our monthly fellowship meal. The 
church has lots of good cooks. I always 
enjoy this good time of fellowship.

In Bible class we have been considering 
“Images Of The Church.” We’ve looked at 
the church as the “Bride Of Christ” based 
on 2 Corinthians 11:1-3, Ephesians 5:22-31, 
John 3:29, and Revelation 21-22. We’ve 
looked at the church as the “Vine And The 
Branches” based on John 15:1-10, “The 
Body Of Christ” based on 1 Corinthians 
12:12-31 and “The Family Of God” based on 
Hebrews 2:12. As you can see several vers-
es talk about these images that picture our 
relationship to our Lord. I pray that each of 
these studies have been and encourage-
ment to the church. 

In the worship service, I presented les-
sons from 2 Corinthians. In chapter 3 we 
considered “From Glory To Glory” based on 
2 Corinthians 3. It’s an interesting passage 
about the fading glory of the law (Old 
Testament) and the increasing glory of 
the grace of Christ (New Testament). Paul 

said that in Christ we have salvation and 
righteousness. 

In chapter 4 we considered “Our Glori-
ous Ministry” based on 2 Corinthians 4:1-6. 
Paul viewed his ministry as a glorious one 
because God in his mercy and grace had 
given him this ministry to the Gentiles. 

We should see our ministry in the same 
light. We considered “Paul’s Secret To 
Endurance” based on 2 Corinthians 4:7-18. 
Paul talks about the paradox we face as 
Christians and the way we can overcome 
any trial. It’s a good lesson and helps us 
learn to cope with our difficulties.  

In chapter 5 we considered “Our Future 
Hope” based on 2 Corinthians 5:1-10. Paul 
discusses further about how to keep from 
being discouraged. “We look not at the 
things seen, but at the unseen.” It’s a great 
study for all Christians. MM
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Louisville, located in East Central 
Mississippi is home to about 7,000 souls, 
including a small congregation of Christ’s 
followers known as the church of Christ.  

On a recent Sunday, (November 25) my 
June and I were blessed to drop in for a visit 
with our brethren who assemble in the name 
of Christ each Lord’s day in their comfort-
able meeting house located on the west side 
of Louisville. 

Attendance on the day of our visit was 
less than ten; nine to be exact. Seven women 
and two men were present for the worship 
services (including my June and me). And, 
while this small number might be discour-

aging to many; yet, among the worshipers 
present that morning, the first Sunday after 
“Thanksgiving”, there was a spirit of love for 
the Lord, respect for His word and dedica-
tion to His cause. 

It was a very meaningful service; 
although, from a leader’s standpoint, it was 
mostly a “one man’s program.” Vernal Lam-
pley, a long time member and the only male 
member present, led the congregation in 
worship as they (we) sang together, stud-
ied together and worshiped together. I was 
blessed to preach to the attentive group and 
was greatly encouraged by their response. 

Our visit with the Louisville church 

reminded us that the size of the congrega-
tion doesn’t necessarily determine the quality 
of the worship or the benefits to be derived 
from an assembly of the Lord’s church. 

Our appreciation to all who were pres-
ent and participated; especially, to brother 
Lampley for his faithfulness and dedication 
as a talented leader. (It is our understanding 
that other male leadership is usually avail-
able; the attendance was lower than usual on 
the day of our “Drop-in Visit.”)  

May God bless all who make up the 
Louisville church and may God also add 
others to the number, as souls respond in 
obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ. (alf )

Church Services in Louisville “One Man’s Program”

Taught Bible Class Led Singing Served Communion
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Paul G. Dixon 
The prophet Elisha asked, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?” 

2 Kings 2:14. Perhaps every Gospel preacher on earth has gener-
ated a lesson with the hope to inspire many with this fascinating 
story.  

I recently dusted off one of my lessons and noticed something 
that encouraged me yet again; it has to do 
with our legacy.  It is certain that Elisha was 
Elijah’s understudy.  When we first learn of 
Elisha entering the ministry, it is while Elisha 
is farming. He is plowing with twelve yoke of 
oxen when Elijah comes to him and puts his 
mantle (A vest-like cloak) upon him, signifying 
that Elisha is his successor.  

Afterwards, the two prophets spent con-
siderable time traveling and talking together.   On the very same 
day they would be taken from each other, Elijah crosses the river 
for the last time and asks Elisha what he can do for him before 
he leaves.  Elisha says, in 2 Kings 2:9, “I pray thee, let a double 
portion of thy spirit be upon me”.  

While the mentoring principles of this story are often applied 
to those who lead in public ministry; such as elders, deacons, 
preachers and missionaries, isn’t 

there good reason to in-
clude every faithful person 
or family?  Who is it in 
our lives that 
will take over when we cross 
that river?  If we are the spir-
itual one in our family, do we 
have someone in mind, who is 
strong in the faith and ready, who 
can take up the mantle after we cross the river?  

When Elijah went up in that whirlwind to heaven, his mantle 
dropped from him and landed next to Elisha.  He picked it up 
and became the leader.  He quickly used that which he had asked 
for, to help lead others still on this side of the river.  He asked as 
he smote the river Jordan, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”, 
knowing very well that it was no earthly place where Elijah had 
gone.  Who is it who’s ready to pick up the mantle? MM

“Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”

MRS. VERA RUSSELL
MR. CLARENCE SMITH

By: Cindi Franks
(DeQuincy, LA)

JOHN ASHELY
LILLIE COBB

By: Nelma Hazlip
(Natchez, MS)

T. C. NOWELL
By: Dwight & Judy Lollar

(Winona, MS)
By: Betty Love Pearson

(Winona, MS)

WOODY DOLLAR
By: Alice Humphries

(Natchez, MS)

RUTH BRITT
By: Carolyn F. Stanford

(Byhalia, MS)

BOB HOOD
By: Hart & Sandra Chamblee

(Duck Hill, MS)

PETE WAITES
By: Virginia Cavin

(Woodville, MS)

VELMA DELANCEY
ALLEN GRAY

WANDA CHAUNCOR
IVEY LAWSON

SHIRLEY SHIVES
By: Wilburn DeLancey

(Yazoo City, MS)

DONALD WAYNE CROSS
By: Shelah Pearson Cross

(Jacksonville, TX)

BOBBY HUMPHRIES
Irene Wright
(Raymond, MS)

MS. LOIS HICKS
MR. LEROY GURGANUS

DAVID COOPER
JOHNNY MICHEAL FOSTER
By: No record who gave the 

Memorial

EVIE G. SMITH
By: Rhenda Miltner

(Coldwater, MS)

ALLEN GRAY
By: Garnett & Betty Harris

(Brandon, MS)
BOBBY HUMPRIES

LILLIE COBB
By: Ellen Welsh

(Natchez, MS)

IN MEMORY OF 

David McDonald Named L2L 
Memphis Convention Director 

Executive Director Roy Johnson of Lads to Leaders (L2L), 
along with the Board of Directors are pleased to announce 
that Dr. David McDonald, has been named Convention Direc-
tor for the Memphis Convention. David serves as Minister for 
the Chaffee Road 
Church of Christ in 
Jacksonville, Florida.

“David has 
been a Convention 
Director for L2L for 
22 years at both the 
Atlanta and Orlando locations,” stated 
Johnson, “David also served on the 
L2L Board of Directors for 12 years. 
He brings to the table much wisdom and talent and will do a 
wonderful job in Memphis.”

David has served the Lord’s church as a Bible class teach-
er, deacon, associate and interim preacher. He served as an 
elder for twenty-one years and served as a Director at Florida 
Bible Camp for twenty-five years.

If you are interested in attending the L2L Memphis 
Convention which will be held April 19-21, 2019, please email 
roy@lads2leaders.com

MESSENGER Addresses: Changes and/or Additions:
glendafranks@yahoo.com  •  662-792-2800
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2019  
Christ is King
Lectureship

Ripley Church 
of Christ 

February 24-27, 2019

The members of the Ripley 
Church of Christ, in conjunction with 

the Memphis School of Preaching, 
would like to invite you to our first 

annual Christ is King Lectureship. The 
purpose of the lectureship is threefold: 
First, to give our members and guests 

sound gospel preaching; Second, to 
showcase the work of the Memphis 
School of preaching; Third, to help 

facilitate uniting students to congre-
gations in need of a preacher. Please 
call the Ripley Church of Christ if you 

would like additional information. 

662-837-9011

Theme:  

“Things Concerning the 
Kingdom of God” 

But when they believed Phillip 
preaching the things concerning the 

kingdom of God, and the name of 
Jesus Christ they were baptized, both 

men and women. Acts 8:12 

Sunday Morning 
9:30-10:10 A.M.    10:20-11:30 A.M. 

Sunday Afternoon Worship 
–1:00-2:00 P.M.  

Monday Evening 7:00-8:00 P.M.  
Tuesday Evening 7:00-800 P.M.   

Wednesday Evening 7:00-8:00 P.M.  

Ripley Church of Christ 
1300 Hall Drive

Ripley, Mississippi 38663 
662-837-9011

By: Dennis Doughty
The recent, and still smoldering, fires in 

California have been unbelievable in the de-
struction and loss of life they have brought 
about. The worst of these fires, the “Camp 
fire” (named after Camp Creek road where 
the fire started) has claimed over 50 deaths 
so far, over 7,600 homes and 250 businesses 
destroyed. This fire moved rapidly, destroy-
ing most of the town of Paradise, fanned by 
60 plus MPH winds, produced by the flames 
themselves. Unless we see these flames up 
close, the speed in which they move and the 
devastation they leave, 
it is almost beyond our 
comprehension!

As we watched 
the TV coverage and 
saw the roaring flames 
burning everything in 
their path, we might 
well imagine that this 
gave us a small glimpse 
of the final judgement day.  Peter wrote;

 “By His word the present heavens and 
earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the 
day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men… the day of the 
Lord will come like a thief, 
in which the heavens 
will pass away with a 
roar and the elements 
will be destroyed with 
intense heat, and the 
earth and its works will 
be burned up” (2 Peter 
3:7,10).

 In the heavens there 
are tens of million balls of fire, 
with unbelievable heat, waiting to 
rain down upon this earth.  We call them 
“stars,” our own sun being one. This fire is 
being kept in reserve by God until that time 
when He ends by fire the world he created.  

 In the Camp Fire many perished in 
their vehicles. In some cases, when found, 
only bones remained.   Unable to outrun the 

fire, they died a horrible death in the flames. 
As thousands ran for their lives in Califor-
nia, you should look to the heavens and ask;

 “Since all these things are to be 
destroyed in this way, what sort of people 
ought you to be in holy conduct and godli-
ness?” (2 Peter 3:11). 

 When everything in this world is gone, 
on that great “day of the Lord,” when “the 
heavens will be destroyed by burning, and 
the elements will melt with intense heat (2 
Peter 3:12), where will you be? Will you es-
cape the flames of judgement day, and then 
the fires of Hell? 

 When everything in this universe is 
gone, burned up into nothing, only two 
places will remain for our eternal souls to 
be; Heaven, around God’s throne, or in Hell, 
the lake of fire.

 On that great day of judgement, when 
time comes to an end, we read “then death 
and hades were thrown in the lake of fire.  
This is the second death, the lake of fire. 
And if anyone’s name was not found written 
in the book of life, he was thrown into the 
lake of fire.” (Revelation 20:12-15).  

 Eventually, the fires in Cali-
fornia will be put out, by man 

or nature. The dead will be 
buried. Families will re-
build.  Business’ will re-
open. Life will return to 
normal. Or will it?  We 
hope they, and all of 
us, will reflect on these 

things and be drawn 
closer to God.  Knowing 

that someday the fires will 
return, the fires reserved by 

God in the heavens. Hopefully you 
and I will be ready, and on our way with our 
Savior to the gates of Heaven, as the flaming 
stars descend upon this world. MM

(Dennis serves as preacher for the church of 
Christ in Tunica, Mississippi.  His email: 
dennis1848@bellsouth.net)

FIRE

When everything 
in this universe is gone, 

burned up into nothing, only 
two places will remain for our 

eternal souls to be; Heaven, 
around God’s throne, or in 

Hell, the lake of fire.

Reserved For



30  n   Magnolia Messenger / Winter 2018

   1.  Millie Goode
  2.  Charlotte Vandiver
  3.  Sherry Gordon
  4.  Sue Glenn
  5.  Ruby King
  6.  Dez Green
  7.  Alice Green
  8.  Kara Chandler
  9.  Cassidy Chandler
10.  Riley Chandler
11.  Mary Ellen Hammack
12.  Betty Skinner
13.  Steve Moore
14.  Dorothy Banks
15.  Brantley Hopper
16.  Keith Wilson
17.  Olivia Wilson
18.  Judy Hill
19.  Louise McCaskill
20.  Rick Bishop
21.  Sarah Dantzler
22.  Jerry Fleming
23.  Carolyn Jackson
24.  Judy Willis
25.  Jeff Ennies
26.  Ann Kimble
27.  Doris Darnell
28.  Elizabeth Dickerson
29.  LaVerne Becker
30.  Gwendolyn Bryant
31.  Billy & Darlene 
       Willingham
32.  Peggy Hartman
33.  Charlene Jent
34.  Randall & Gail Saxon
35.  Rosie Mae Felton
36.  Mattie Ann Owens
37.  Foster Owens
38.  Joyce King 
39.  Roy Gambrell
40.  Ima Jean Fogus
41.  Marie Lively
42.  Bobby Lively
43.  Janice Galloway
44.  Roger King
45.  Carolyn Perry
46.  June Faulkner
47.  Claude Edwards
48.  Sylvester & Linda Burton
49.  Betty Shackleford
50.  Frances Harrell
51.  Joe & Mary Holmes
52.  Phyllis Spiers
53.  Rachel Pruitt
54.  Emile & Peggy Rollins
55.  Melba Ogg
56.  Joycelyn Thornton
57.  Gregory Hawkins
58.  Sharon Dantzler
59.  Kimberley Easterling
60.  Tommy Muirhead
61.  Nancy Floyd

  62.  Vera Spencer
  63.  Kay Shiers
  64.  Don Lee
  65.  Wm & Atlean Snow
  66.  Pearlie Hurst
  67.  Admiral & Ruth Tidwell
  68.  Stacey Hawkins
  69.  Melinda Hawkins
  70.  Rodney Gayle
  71.  Sharon Praytor
  72.  Dot Winslett
  73.  Ann Sims
  74.  Patricia Glover
  75.  Evelyn Baker
  76.  Clara Allen
  77.  Jessie Allen
  78.  Herschel Ford
  79.  Brannon Inez
  80.  Geraldine Wilbanks
  81.  Brenda Green
  82.  Glenda Wooldridge
  83.  Bonnie Howell
  84.  Carolyn Harvill
  85.  Carolyn Garrett
  86.  Thomas Forrest, Sr.
  87.  Mark Williams
  88.  William Pyron
  89.  Elsie Brock
  90.  Betty Standard
  91.  Gary Gooch
  92.  Althea House
  93.  Barbara Loden
  94.  John Gates
  95.  Charles Coffey
  96.  Maggie Edmonds
  97.  Willie Horton
  98.  Eddie & Luccile Clark
  99.  Willa Fox
100.  Dorlynn Felton
101.  Annie Mae Pipkin
102.  Lena Barber
103.  Sandra Morris
104.  Charlane Stanfield
105.  Greg Ward
106.  Jeremiah & Shelia 
         Woodard
107.  Jeremiah Woodard, Jr.
108.  Benrus & Nicole Womack
109.  Ma’Nia & Bralan Womack
110.  Lynell Garlington
111.  Darryl James Sterling
112.  Victor Boone
113.  Elsie Moore
114.  Shelia Williams
115.  Billye Wiygul
116.  Joseph Bolden
117.  Douglas Cockroft
118.  Julius Lee wales
119.  Melody Woodruff
120.  Sue Mason
121.  Glenda Jefcoat
122.  Charlotte Ritter

123.  Juanita Slaughter
124.  Perkins Cochran
125.  Wanda Cochran
126.  Terry Miltner
127.  Rhenda Miltner
128.  Daniel Carter
129.  Blaise Fernandez
130.  Earlean Williams
131.  Gary Willis
132.  Sarah Hill
133.  Nadine Patton
134.  Carolyn Stanford
135.  Janice & Deborah Griffin
136.  Bernita Booker
137.  Vera Winfrey
138.  Melvin & Kay Linton
139.  Thomas Logan
140.  Peggy Engel
141.  Carolyn Miller
142.  Marvis Lee
143.  Cheri Moore
144.  Edward Yancey
145.  Nell Millsaps
146.  Irene Rogers
147.  Steven Tutor
148.  Gayla Lang
149.  Alice Dempsey
150.  Martin Torres
151.  Clyde Ray Braford, Jr
152.  Shelia Grant
153.  Leora White
154.  Anthony & Brenda Redd
155.  Mary Grigsby
156.  Stan Neuenschwander
157.  Charlotte Langley
158.  Doris Fletcher
159.  Wanda Sander
160.  Mary Robinson
161.  Linda Irvin
162.  Ruby Wright
163.  Sherry Townsend
164.  Mary Jane Hollis
165.  Charlotte Jones
166.  Judy Franks
167.  Donna Gulley
168.  Carrie McGrone
169.  Owen Balentine
170.  Wanda Yancey
171.  James Bricker
172.  Christine Holiday
173.  Glenda Wilson
174.  Judy Walker
175.  William Free
176.  Diane Dunaway
177.  Troy Thompson
178.  Delois Hulsey
179.  Gloria Wilborn
180.  Barbara Beard
181.  Mitchell Gurley
182.  Judy Gurley
183.  Sandy Dean
184.  Rosie Odoms

185.  Patrilla Maddox
186.  Jimmy Black
187.  Betty Spears
188.  Peggy Shull
189.  Jerry & Jean Lewis
190.  Charlotte Rauchle
191.  Paul Bryson
192.  Patsy Howard
193.  Lois Nielson
194.  Mary Mann
195.  Brailey Bryan
196.  Mary King
197.  Shelia Hall
198.  Mary Lewis
199.  Beverly Miles
200.  Amy Hutson
201.  Eva Almon
202.  Steven Franklin
203.  Marvin England
204.  Arvel Miles
205.  Betty Miles
206.  Kathy Perry
207.  Fannie Johnson
208.  Brenda Harvill 
209.  Irene Wright
210.  Carole Shelby
211.  Debra Sigmund
212.  Ruby King
213.  Wilda Pounds
214.  Bobby Brown
215.  Sue Fisher
216.  Dala Vandygriff
217.  Sharon Huckaba
218.  Pat Moore
219.  Sherian Martin
220.  Glenda Cocke
221.  Madonna Michael
222.  Ray Parham
223.  Ira & Florine Riley
224.  Tishia Williams
225.  Wayne Fountain
226.  Frederick Jones
227.  Lucille Anders
228.  Sandra Grisham
229.  Reagan Hall
230.  Lynn Grisham
231.  George Lowrey
232.  Eddie Henderson
233.  Faye Stanford
234.  Michael Barnes
235.  Ashanti Stockhouse
236.  Alex Williams
237.  Jamia Brandon
238.  Kayla Paine
239.  Karmen Paine
240.  Makiyah Burnett
241.  Caiden Holliday
242.  Jazariah Porter
243.  Mr. & Mrs. Arthur 
          Burnett
244.  Johnny Mobley
245.  Barbara Yates

246.  Doyce Britt
247.  Sherron Dixon
249.  Kennth Lee Harnon
250.  Eddie Vermillion
251.  Jim Vermillion
252.  Joe Arnold
253.  Lisa Dearman
254.  Nettie Doss
255.  Lisa Dettor
256.  Brenda Burlison
257.  Jean Clemmer
258.  Sidney Clemmer
259.  Annie Seay
260.  Tommy & Nell Lawson
261.  Cyle Jones
262.  Artis Hinton
263.  Lisa Frazer
264.  Linda Kennamore
265.  Doris Britt
266.  Vicki Lynn Shockley
267.  Dee Kepler
268.  Katheryn Lee
269.  Virginia Luther
270.  Dorothy Franks
271.  Earl Franks
272.  Wes & Rhoda Jeans
273.  Neil Marshall
274.  Dorothy Brunson
275.  Lucretia McNees
276.  Nellie Lester
277.  Joyce Talbert
278.  Ann Holeman
279.  Cheryl Holeman
280.  Ruby Worthey
281.  Gerald Worthey
282.  Linda Cook
283.  Shellie Hancock
284.  Michael Harvill
285.  James Hurlbut
286.  Evelyn Netterville
287.  Michael Euer
288.  James Houston
289.  Osie Jackson
290.  Jane Walker
291.  Pat Pritchard
292.  Carolyn Pitts
293.  Velma Isom
294.  Oreatha Johnson
295.  Jackie Baswell
296.  Joseph Cyr
297.  Bobby Marques
298.  Lawrence Horn
299.  Lucille Jackson
300.  Mary Lewis
301.  Betty Harris
302.  Gertrude Green
303.  Bonnie Dixon

NEXT ISSUE
Your name, hopefully!
Thanks for answering
The Question Box!

THE MESENGER’S FALL QUESTION BOX
(Previous Issue. An APOLOGY)  

(We regret having omitted the form where student writes in his/her name, address, etc.)



Greetings brothers Al & Paul!  I just 
wanted to applaud the new magazine format 
of the Magnolia Messenger!  Very well done!  
My heart is warmed to learn of the startup 
of Magnolia Bible Institute.  May this and the 
MM ministry continue to advance the kingdom 
in your region of the nation! Blessings,
 (Alan W. Phillips, Oklahoma, OK)

Congratulations on the beautiful new 
format for MM.  Wonderfully done and very 
functional. Appreciate what you are doing.  
Keep up the good work. Brotherly, 
(Jim Howard)

The new magazine format is most 
attractive.  It is always good to “freshen up”, 
whether its the paint on your house or car,  or 
even your wife’s makeup! (Ken Joines)

Love the new look. So proud of it. Also 
proud for the school. Wish I was able to help 
in it. Hello to all...  So happy for what y’all are 
doing. I think a school like that can be greatly 
beneficial to the kingdom and especially MS... 
Love the new layout of the Messenger! Great 
job!  Blessings. (David Lipe)

The new look is great.  The magazine is 
easier to read and things are grouped in a 
very nice order.  You’ve done an excellent job 
in revamping. In Jesus, (Ray Hawk)

Congratulations on your new Magnolia 
Messenger Magazine. Looks great! I’m send-
ing in the Question Box Quiz. I always enjoy 
them and try to do them the day I receive the 
Messenger. Keep up the good work. 
(Elizabeth Dickerson, DeQuincy, LA)

I have enjoyed the publication for many 
years. Keep up the good work. May God bless 
your effort in His Kingdom. 
(Otis Ransom, Cookeville, TN)

I look forward to getting the Messenger… 
It is wonderful. I know a lot of work goes into 
the Messenger. I’m sending you a check. May-
be it will help. Thank you. 
(Doris Townsend Britt, Middleton, TN)

Dear Al and June, 
We like the new look for the “MM.” As 

always the magazine is very neat and enjoy-
able…Take care and may God continue to bless 
you all. Say hi to Paul and Glenda. In Christ, 
(Tommy & Peggy Shull, Southaven, MS)

I am sending a little support for the 
“Magnolia Messenger.” I really enjoy the pa-
per. Keep up the good work. Sincerely, 
(Milton Smith)

Thank you for a well-grounded publica-
tion to encourage the brotherhood. It is much 
respected and sincerely welcomed. In Christ, 
(Julie Neill)

We have always appreciated the MM. 
Love the new look. Thank you for your faith-
fulness to God, Christ and His church. 
(Kenneth & Rea Cook)

Enjoy your magazine very much! Keep 
up the good work and God bless in your many 
endeavors. Yours in Christ, (Mike Mitchell)

Love everything about the Magnolia 
Messenger. Hope they keep coming for years. 
(Ms. Pat Pritchard)

We so enjoy your magazine. I read the 
whole thing! Thanks so much. Your friends in 
Homer, Alaska.
(Ron & Cookie Broste, Homer, Alaska) 
Response: Thank you Ron for reading the Messen-
ger and for the picture. We have fond memories of 
our trip with you and Cookie to Israel.)

Greetings: Grace and Peace to you,
South Huntington Street Church of Christ.

I want to give thanks to God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ for the service you 
provide in your news letter “Magnolia Mes-
senger.” I have received my second news letter 
from you and receive it with thanksgiving and 
adoration for you. 

My name is Joseph, an inmate here in 
Davis Correctional Facility in Holdenville, Okla-
homa. I’ve been in service to the Lord since 
September 14, 2013, and have grown that 
“mustard seed of faith” to where I never would 
have imagined. 

We have a small congregation here 
strong in sound faith. We hold a Bible study 
class and services every Sunday. After some 
of our men have moved on to other facilities 
or gotten out; the leadership of our congrega-
tion has been entrusted into my hands as a 
joyful task. I currently lead and teach the Bible 
study class and lead our congregation in good 
order of worship… 

Thank you for the encouragement and 
support you bring to myself and others. In 
the face of adversity, I will continue to “teach 
what is appropriate to sound doctrine” (Titus 
2: 1) and join with Paul in suffering, like a good 
soldier of Christ Jesus. (II Timothy 2: 3) I hope 
to hear back from you soon and look forward 
to future correspondence. Grace be with you 
all.  In loving service.  
(Joseph R. Cyr, Holdenville, OK)

Thank you for all you do in service to our 
Savior. I look forward to MM each quarter. 
Brother Tom Watson brings us the word here 
at Trousdale Turner Correctional Complex. 
He ministers for the Philadelphia Church of 
Christ in Lebanon, TN and is very active in the 
Tennessee Prison Outreach. Even in prison, 
lives are being changed through His blood and 
His disciples. May God bless you and yours. 
In Christ, 
(Clyde Ray Bradford, Hartsville, TN) 

Winter 2018   /  Magnolia Messenger  n  31

                             READERS’ RESPONSE
                          Reasons Why We Continue Publishing the Magnolia Messenger   

n Our Recent 
Bible Winner 
Shown celebrating her 97th 
birthday. Sister Dees is the 
mother of Kay Newman who, 
many years ago, served MBC in 
Kosciusko as librarian. 

Congratulations! 

New Bible Winner

Jane 
Walker
(Haynesville, LA)

Thank you for answering 
“The Question Box” (Page 32)

Kathleen Dees
(Montgomery, Alabama)

Congratulations



     THE QUESTION BOX

South Huntington Street
Church of Christ
P. O. Box 1578
Kosciusko, Mississippi 39090

Please Send Your Answers To Us
(Print your name... Please. Thank you!)

Name: ___________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________
City: _________________________________ State: ______________
Zip:____________________   Phone: __________________________

NOTICE:  Each person who sends in answers will be recognized in the next issue 
of the “MM” (see page 23). ALSO, by random drawing, the name of ONE student 

will be selected to receive a beautiful New Study Bible. 

“The Question Box”
P. O. Box 1578   •    Kosciusko, MS 39090

Let’s not argue, in this study, about the date of His birth. Just accept 
the fact that no one knows the day, the month or even the year! Rather, let 
us thank God, from the bottom of our hearts, that Jesus was born. Let us 
also, throughout the year, continually give thanks that “God so loved the 
world that He gave his only begotten Son....” Let us realize that through 
Him, and only through Him, is salvation made possible and Heaven’s 
doors swung opened. 

Our lesson for this “Question Box” is based primarily upon 52 reveal-
ing verses found in Luke chapter two. This chapter, more so than any oth-
er, details the birth of the world’s greatest, most important person -- Jesus, 

the Son of God; the Savior of the world. Please carefully and prayerfully 
read and re-read Luke’s amazing account of the most amazing One. 

Using information, mainly in Luke 2, please respond/answer each 
section of this little quiz. This study will be enlightening, it will strengthen 
your faith and inspire you with greater hope. After completion, please send 
your answers to us. By so doing, you will encourage others; plus, you may 
become the winner of a beautiful Study Bible, awarded to one student 
who sends in answers. This time, YOU just may the one! Anyway, you win! 
You will be blessed by answering “The Question Box.” Note: Answers are 
found in Luke chapter 2. (alf )

True or False
___ 1. Joseph and Mary were at home in Bethlehem when Jesus was born. 
___ 2. At the time of Jesus’ birth, Augustus was governor of Syria.
___ 3. Joseph was a descendant of King David.
___ 4. Jesus and David were both born in the city of Bethlehem.  
___ 5. The Bible clearly states that Jesus was born in a stable. 
___ 6. One angel announced the birth of Jesus to the wise men. 
___ 8. Mary and Joseph decided, on their own, to name their son “Jesus.”
___ 9. Moses’ law required an animal sacrifice at the time of the first born. 
___ 10. At the age of 84, Simeon said he was ready to die. 
___ 11. Anna served God in the temple with fastings and prayers. 
___ 12. Jesus’ parents traveled annually to Galilee for the Passover. 
___ 13. Jesus, at the age of 12, amazed the educators of His time. 
___ 14. Jesus knew from an early age that Joseph was not his real father. 

___ Augustus
___ Cyrenius
___ Nazareth
___ Bethlehem
___ Jerusalem
___  Mary
___ “Jesus” 
___ Shepherds
___ An angel
___ Simeon
___ Anna 
___ Passover 

1. Held Jesus in his arms
2. A Governor
3. City in Galilee 
4. The name given by angel
5. A Caesar
6. “City of David”
7. An old prophetess
8. Saw/heard angels sing
9. Home of the temple 
10. Annual Jewish feast
11. Visited by Gabriel
12. Announced birth of Jesus

Match

Fill in the Blanks
(Supply the missing words in each of the following scriptural quotations taken from Luke chapter two)

1. “...Fear _________: for, behold, I bring you  tidings of _________ joy, which shall be to all ______. For unto ____ is _____ this _____ 
 in the ______ of ________ a __________, which is _____ the ________.” (Luke 2:__, ___)
2. “_____ to God in the ________, and on earth ________ and _______ will toward ______.” (2:____)
3. “But ______ kept ___ these _______ and _________ them in her _________.” (2:___)
4. “And the ______ grew, and _______ strong in ________, filled with _______: and the _______ of God was ______ him.” (2:____)
5. “And ____ said unto ______, How is it that ye ________ me? wist ye _____ that I ______ be about my ________ business.?” (2:___)
6. “And ________ increased in _________ and _________, and in ________ with ______ and ______.” (2:____) 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS


